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The  boml?  fattwyi  Jm  a  suburban  road  in  sooth-west  London  police  nncovered  “by  lKk’’  an  ars<Hi«l  af"  Semtesc  exphKires,  machine-guns  and  a  Kalashnikov  rifle. 


Thewanted  man:  He  fled  leaving  behind  bis  photograph. 
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The  real 
Messiah 


•  Prophet  or  freedom 
fighter,  deity  or 
dissident?  in  a  special 
Christmas  Eve  edition 
tithe  Sunday  Times 
Magazine,  which  will  be 
published  with  The 
Times  on  Saturday, 
eminent  scholars  — 
including  Anthony 
Burgess  —  reflect  on 
Christ  and  Christianity. 

•  Also  in  The  Times 
on  Saturday:  the  Prize 
Jumbo  Crossword;  the 
Quiz  of  the  Year,  with 
five  Liberty's  hampers 
to  be  won;  and  a  pull¬ 
out  television  guide. 

•  Next  week:  free  with 
The  Times,  a  special 
12-page  edition  of  the 
children's  newspaper 
Ear/y  Times. 


WIN  £68,000 


tMcca/muftifoi 

©Yesterday's  £4,000 
daily  prize  was  shared 
between  two  winners 
(see  page  3).  The  fund 
stands  at  £68,000. 


Wanted  man  panics 
leaving  photo  behind 

•  Two  IRA  terrorists  are  being  banted  •  Police  believe  they  have  accidentally 
after  a  huge  cache  of  explosives  and  foiled  a  new  IRA  bombing  campaign, 
weapons  was  fonnd  bn  a  London  flat  bat  urged  the  pubficto  be  onffie  alert 


•  The  cache  was  fonnd  after  a  youth 
trying  to  break  into  a  car  was  shot  in  the 
stomach  and  police  were  alerted 


•  As  the  hunt  for  the  gunmen  started, 
one  policeman  described  the  find  as 
“God’s  Christmas  present” 


By  David  Sapsted,  Michael  Evans  and  Stewart  Tendler 


A  nationwide  manhunt 
was  launched  last  night 
for  an  IRA  active  service 
unit  disturbed  acciden¬ 
tally  in  London  as  they 
prepared  bombs  for  a 
terrorist  campaign  arm¬ 
ed  with  one  of  the  largest 
explosives  and  weapons 
caches  found  on  the 
British  mainland. 

The  arsenal  was  uncov¬ 
ered  by  the  greed  of  a 
would-be  car  thief  and  the 
panic  of  an  IRA  gunman 
who  shot  him,  alerting 
police  to  the  terrorist  cell. 

Police  accept  that  pure  hick 
may  have  saved  many  lives 
just  as  the  Provisionals  were 
gearing  themselves  up  for  a 
new  campaign  —  within  weeks 
if  not  days  —  using  more  than 
100  lbs  of  Semiex  military 
high  explosive. 

Scotland  Yard  last  night 
urged  the  public  to  be  on  alert 
in  case  the  IRA  bad  already 
laid  bombs  in  the  run-upto 
Christmas.  As  the  warning 
went  out  at  least  two  aimed 
IRA  men  were  still  at  large. 

Security  sources  believe  the 
explosives  could  have  been 
used  for  a  series  of  spectacular 
bombings  aimed  at  recouping 
the  IRA’s  flagging  fortunes. 

The  explosives,  bomb-mak¬ 
ing  equipment  and  weapons 
including  machine  guns  and  a 
Kalashnikov  automatic  rifle 
woe  found  in  a  flat  in 
Capham,  south  London. 
Bombs  were  in  the  process  of 
being  assembled  when  at  least 
two  members  of  the  active 
service  unit  fled. 


The  arsenal  was  discovered 
when  police  were  called  to  the 
area  after  die  would-be  car 
thief  was  shot  by  one  of  the 
unit  police  believe  was  either 
asleep  or  hiding  in  the  back 
seat  of  a  Renault  parked  in  a 
street  at  the  side  of  the  storey 
block  of  flats.  The  terrorist 
shot  the  youth,  ran  to  the  fiat 
and  then  fled  with  another 
man  in  a  second  car  later 
found  abandoned  in  north 
London. 

Scotland  Yard’s  anti-terror¬ 
ist  branch  believe  the  purely 
fortuitous  find  foiled  plans  by 
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an  “armed  and  very  dan¬ 
gerous”  IRA  unit  “It  was 
God’s  Christmas  present,” 
one  officer  said. 

As  the  hunt  for  the  two 
missing  men  started,  Mr  Hugh 
Annesley,  the  Scotland  Yard 
assistant  commissioner  in 
chasge  of  CXD  operations, 
appealed  to  the  public  for  help 
in  tracking  die  fugitives  but 
warned  that  “under  no 
aroumstance^*  should  they  be 
approached. 

“It  is  the  first  find  of  these 
proportions  for  some  time.” 
he  said.  “We  cannot  as  yet 
connect  the  material  with  any 
specific  targets  but  it  is  ob» 
vious  the  men  in  the  flat  were 
in  the  process  of  making 
bombs.” 

He  admitted  dot  the  the 
discovery  had  been  “a  consul-  ■ 
enable  stroke  of  luck”  and  not 
part  of  any  intelligence 
operation. 

Two  names  found  on  docu¬ 
ments  in  the  flat  —  Jim 


Enington  and  LP.Eynn  — 
were  finked  to  a  man  who  left 
his  spectacles  behind. 

Mr  Annesley  asked  for  any 
members  of  the  public  who 
had  been  approached  recently 
by  men  inquiring  about  rent¬ 
ing  a  flat  “in  suspicious  or 
unusual  circumstances”  to 
contact  the  anti-terrorist 
brandies  via  two 
phone  lines:  (01)  230  33 
(01)230  3421. 

He  also  appealed  to  the 
public  lo  be  particularly  vigi¬ 
lant  over  the  Christmas  and 
New  Year  period  for  any 
suspicious  packages  left  in 
public  places. 

“I  must  emphasize  that 
anyone  who  thinks  they  have 
seen  the  two  men  we  are 
looking  for  should  not  ap¬ 
proach  them.”  he  said.  “The 
individuals  concerned  are 
very  fikdy  to  be  armed  and 
and,  certainly,  dangerous.” 

The  vehicle  in  which  they 
escaped  —  a  red  2.3  Rover 
saloon,  licence  number  A834 
MRO  —  was  found  yesterday 
afternoon  in  Harrow. 

After  searching  the 
Oapham  flat  anti-terrorist 
officers  raided  a  bouse  in 
Leyton,  east  London,  but 
there  were  no  arrests. 

The  extraordinary  story  be¬ 
hind  the  discovery  starred  late 
on  Thursday  night  when  a 
youth  aged  18  tried  to  break 
into  a  green  Renault  parked  in 
a  cul-de-sac  behind  the  tineo- 
storey  block  of  flats  at 
Stapfehurst  Court,  Narthoote 
Rood,  SW1L 

When  the  youth  broke  one 
of  the  car's  windows,  the 
gunman  inride  reared  up  and 


Mainland  terror  alert 

By  Stewart  Tendler,  Crime  Reporter 


Scotland  Yard  and  the  sec¬ 
urity  services  have  been  on  the 
alert  for  signs  of  a  fresh  IRA 
bombing  campaign  in  main¬ 
land  Britain  since  the  sum¬ 
mer.  The  Irish  desk  within  the 
Yard’s  Special  Branch  has 
been  working  at  foil  pelt  in 
recent  weeks  and  potential 
targets  have  been  on  an  in¬ 
creased  state  of  alert. 

After  a  series  of  spectacular 
reverses,  such  as  the  shooting 
of  three  members  of  an  IRA 
team  on  Gibraltar,  the  Pro¬ 
visionals  were  expected  to 
strike  back  at  some  stage. 

The  bombing  of  the  Ingfis 
barracks  in  London  in  August 


showed  that  the  terrorists 
could  strike  in  the  capital  but 
the  absence  of  any  further 
attacks  indicated  it  was  a  one- 
off  attempt.  There  was  specu¬ 
lation  that  the  bombers  were 
part  of  a  unit  operating  from 
the  Continent  who  had  fled' 
across  the  Channel  within 
hours  of  the  attack. 

The  bomb ,  which  killed  one 
soldier,  was  the  first  successful 
attack  by  an  IRA  terror  unitin 
mainland  Britain  since  the 
bombing  of  the  Grand  Hotel 
in  Brighton  in  1984.  An 
attempt  to  deposit  arms' 
caches  in  Cheshire  last  year 
was  foiled. 


The  explosives:  A  policeman  in  white  overalls  carries 
at  bomb-making  equipment  from  the  flat. 


a  container 

shot  him  in  the  stomach-The 
gunman,  still  dutching  the 
weapon,  then  dashed  into  the 
ground-floor  flat,  warned  his 
colleague  and  the  two  fled  in 
the  Rover.  Their  departure 
was  so  hurried  that  they  left 
the  spectacles  and  a  photo¬ 
graph  of  the  man  believed  to 
be  their  owner. 

The  youth,  who  is  unlikely 
to  face  charges,  was  taken  to  St 
George’s  Hospital  where,  after 
an  operation,  he  was  said  to  be 
in  a  stable  condition  last  night 

Police  waited  for  armed 
officers  before  approaching 
the  flat,  believed  to  have  been 


occupied  by  the  two  men  for 
about  a  week. 

They  found  a  startling  array  of 
what  Scotland  Yard  described 
as  “terrorist  parphenalia” 
similar  to  equipment  used  in 
previous  IRA  outrages,  phis 
many ,  documents  and  the 
arsenal  of  weapons. 

The  Semtex  —  the  highly- 
effective  Czechoslovak  mili¬ 
tary  explosive  now  widely 
used  by  the  IRA  and  linked  to 
supplies  from  Libya  —  was 
also  seized,  together  with 
other  explosives  and  a  re- 

Couthmed  ©a  page  22,  col  I 
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Parents  of  tortured  baby  get 
12  years  for  manslaughter 


ft  ft  ft  *  ft  ft.SL 


The  parents  ofDoreen  Mason, 
the  battered  baby  who  died 
last  year  from  a  brain  haem¬ 
orrhage  after  a  lifetime  of 
Torture,  were  sent  to prison  for 
12  years  yesterday  for  cruelty 
and  manslaughter.  ' 

Mr  Justice  Turner  told  the 
couple:  “You  have  been  con. 
victed  of  a  crime  which  has 
involved  cruelty  and  neglect 
of  a  young  and  defenceless 
baby  which  has  assumed  quite 
horrifying,  shocking  and  al¬ 
most  unbelievable  propor¬ 
tions."  ,  ,, , 

He  said  there  should  be  a 
public  explanation  by  South¬ 
wark  council  in  south  London 
of  their  failure  to  protect 
Doreen. 

The  lack  of  contact  between 


By  Michael  Horsnell 

the  family  and  social  workers 
who  were  never  able  to  see  the 
little  girl  on  their  at-risk 
register  was  a  matter  of  public 
concern,  the  judge  said. 

Christine  Mason,  aged  22, 
the  mother  of  16-month-old 
Doreen,  and  Roy  Aston,  aged 
24,  her  stepfather,  were 
acquitted  of  murder  but  con 

Background — .......... — 3 


victed  of  manslaughter  after 
the  jury  at  the  Central  Crim¬ 
inal  Court  had  deliberated  for 
12  hours  40  minutes. 

Mason,  who  normally  dres¬ 
sed  in  black  during  the  trial 
and  wore  a  crucifix,  was 
dragged  screaming  and  shout¬ 
ing  from  the  dock  after  the 
Jr 


sentencing,  crying,  “Let  go  of 
me”  to  the  prison  officers 
guarding  her. 

Southwark  council,  whose 
social  services  department 
was  responsible  for  the  care  of 
the  tittle  giri,  was  immediately 
plunged  into  a  major  dispute 
over  its  handling  of  the  case. 
Two  confidential  internal  re¬ 
ports  by  a  senior  member  of 
its  social  services  staff, 
condemning  the  council  for  its 
inadequate  handling  of  the 
case,  were  made  the  subject  of 
a  High  Coart  injunction  by 
Southwark,  preventing  publi¬ 
cation  by  newspapers. 

Inquiries  by  The  Times 
Show  that  the  man  who  wrote 
them,  Mr  Clive  Walsh,  the 
Continued  qq  page  22,  ad  1 


250  feared  dead  in 
Scottish  jet  crash 


By  Staff  Reporters 

More  than  250  people  were 
feared  killed  last  night  when  a 
Pan-American  Boeing  747 
jumbo  jet  flying  from  London, 

Heathrow,  to  New  York 
crashed  and  exploded  at 
Lockerbie  in  Scotland. 

Witnesses  spoke  of  a  huge 
fireball  300  fret  in  the  sky  as 
the  plane  came  down  on  the 
small  Borders  town,  17  miles 
east  of  Dumfries. 

Early  reports  spoke  of  a 
mid-air  collision  with  the 
jumbo  already  on  fire  before  it 
hit  the  ground. 

As  rescue  services  from  all 
over  Scotland  converged  on 
the  scene  it  was  feared  that 
heavy  casualties  may  have 
occurred  flhf 

ground. 


Pan-Am  in  New  York  said 
that  255  people  were  on  board 
while  the  British  Civil  Avi¬ 
ation  Authority  spoke  of 258. 

Eight  103  had  taken  oft 
from  Heathrow  at  6J15  pm  for 
the  overnight  flight  to  New 
York  and  was  packed  with 
Americans  returning  home  for 
Christmas.  It  disappeared 
from  radar  screens  at  7.19pm. 

Seven  helicopters,  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Rescue  Co¬ 
ordination  Centre  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  were  scrambled  as 
news  of  the  disaster  was  sent 
out  Also  sent  to  the  scene 
were  two  RAF  Mountain  Res¬ 
ale  teams  and  a  coastguard 
team  from  nearby  Khkcud- 
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Police  may  storm 
church  sanctuary 

Police  were  last  night  awaiting  orders  to  storm  a  church  and 
forcibly  remove  an  illegal  resident  from  sanctuary  in  which 
he  has  received  protection  for  two  years.  On  the  second 
anniversary  of  his  self-imposed  exile  in  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension  in  Hulme,  Manchester,  three  Law  Lords  ended 
hopes  of  Virai  Mendis,  aged  32,  a  former  catering  student, 
that  he  might  avoid  deportation  to  his  native  Sri  Lanka. 

They  rejected  a  petition  to  appeal  to  the  Lords  against  the 
deportation  order. 

Manchester  City  Council —which  has  offered  Mr  Mendis 
a  £10,000  a  year  job  as  an  immigration  adviser  —  and  the 
church  have  given  him  strong  support. 

Since  he  first  sought  sanctuary  in  the  church,  Mr  Mendis 
campaigned  for  the  Tamil  n™  and  says  he  he  would 
face  death  if  he  returned  to  Sri  Lanka.  But  immigration 
officials  spoke  of  a  “cynical  attempt”  to  avoid  deportation 
as  an  illegal  immigrant  by  espousing  the  Tamil  cause. 

Surrey  murder  charge 

A  man  aged  20  was  last  night  charged  with  the  murder  of  Mr 
Peter  Hurburgh,  aged  57,  the  hairdresser  who  was  tied  up 
and  dumped  in  a  field  after  h is  car  was  hyacked  at  Wading- 
ham)  Surrey,  last  Friday.  The  man,  who  is  to  appear  before 
Reigate  magistrates  court  this  morning,  was  also  accused  of 
attempting  to  kill  Mr  Timothy  Napier,  aged  40,  who  was 
Slabbed  while  protecting  his  parents  at  their  home  in  nearby 
Oxted  a  few  hours  later.  Five  other  people  are  still  being 
questioned  by  police. 

Unions  in  merger 

The  GMB  general  union  yesterday  became  the  second 
biggest  union  in  Britain,  with  877,000  members,  when  it 
announced  its  merger  with  the  white-collar  Association  of 
Professional,  Executive,  Clerical  and  Computer  Staff 
(Apex).  The  move,  according  to  Mr  John  Edmonds,  general 
secretary  of  the  GMB,  is  a  natural  progression  towards  the 
'  era  of  the  four  or  five  “super  unions”  which  he  predicts  will 
dominate  organized  labour  in  Britain  in  tire  next  century. 

Pensioner  loses  plea 

jemima  Wilson,  the  pensioner  who  took  on  Bradford  City 
Council  in  the  High  Court  yesterday,  lost  her  fight  to  stop 
the  sale  of  her  old  people’s  home.  She  had  claimed  that  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Mr  Smith  Midgiey,  improperly  used  his  casting 
vote  to  help  his  party  to  push  £5.8  million  of  spending  cots 
through  the  hung  council.  The  judges  dismissed  her 
application  to  have  all  that  day’s  decisions  quashed. 

Radiation  payouts 

Thirty  four  of  the  207  cancer  patients  given  accidental 
radiation  overdoses  at  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital 
at  Worford  this  summer  received  initial  compensation 
payments  yesterday.  Exeter  Health  Authority  said  the  34’ 
would  receive  £1,000  for  “expenses  on  account”  as  a 
gmd will  gesture  before  Christmas  to  indicate  its  intention  of 
meeting  claims  promptly.  That  would  not  affect  any  legal 
compensation. 

Record  new  car  sales 

Newcar  sales  in  the  UK  are  set  to  reach  a  record  Z2  million 
for  1988,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday.  However,  motor 
industry  sources  believe  1989  could  see  safes  dropping.  The 
Society  of  Motor  Manufacturers  and  Traders  said  total  sales 
to  December  10  were  2,167,922,  compared  with  the  1987 
foil-year  figure  of  2,013,693.  The  importers*  market  share 
stood  at  56.42  per  cent  on  December  10,  compared  with 
51.68  per  cent  for  the  whole  of  1987. 

Direct  tobacco  and 
cancer  link  found 

By  Pearce  Wright  and  Robert  Matthews 

British  scientists  have  found  connection  between  the  num- 
the  long-sought  link  between  her  of  cigarettes  smoked  and 
smoking  and  lung  cancer.  A  the  amount  of  DNA  damage, 
report  published  today  from  The  more  smoked,  the  more 
teams  at  the  Institute  of  damage. 

Cancer  Research,  in  London,  Individuals  who  had  given 
and  the  Cancer  Research  up  smoking  for  at  least  five 
Unit,  at  York  University,  years  had  low  levels  of  DNA 
shows  for  the  first  lime  the  damage  comparable  to  levels 
link  between  the  number  of  in  non-smokers.  People  who 
cigarettes  smoked  and  the  had  stopped  smoking  for  only 
levels  in  lung  tissue  of  a  three  months  had  the  same 
canccr-causing  agent  derived  amount  of  damage  as  current 
from  cigarettes.  smokers. 

The  discovery  comes  from  Mrs  Joyce  Epstein,  assistant 

an  assessment  of  the  risks  of  director  of  the  charity  Action 
developing  cancer  from  expo-  on  Smoking  and  Health  (Ash), 
sure  to  a  wide  range  of  said:  “Here  is  the  answer  to 
chemical  agents.  the  moans  of  the  tobacco 

The  cigarette  smoke  study  industry  that  all  the  evidence 
involved  a  sensitive  new  tech-  is  only  statistical”, 
nique  for  identifying  the  can-  The  Tobacco  Advisory 
cer-causing  substances  in  lung  Council,  representing  the 
tissue  from  patients  who  had  views  of  the  tobacco  industry, 
undergone  lung  surgery.  declined  to  comment  on  the 
The  scientists  found  they  findings  until  they  had  been 
were  a  mixture  of  a  family  of  scrutinized  by  its  own  sci- 
ehemicals,  polycyclic  aro-  enlists, 
malic  hydrocarbons.  The  The  European  Commission 
particular  combination  pro-  also  announced  yesterday  a 
duccd  in  burning  tobacco  recommendation  to  ban 
damages  the  DNA  at  the  heart  smoking  in  public  places  in 
of  each  cell,  which  controls  the  12  EEC  member  countries, 
normal  growth.  Bars  and  restaurants  would 

The  details,  published  in  the  not  be  covered  in  the  ban  but 
latest  issue  of  the  scientific  individual  member  states 
journal  Nature,  show  a  direct  would  be  free  to  include  them. 
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MPs  warn  Lawson  of  interest-rate  ‘tightrope’ 

^  T 1  **  _ ^  forecast  in  the  t 


By  Martin  Fletcher 
political  Reporter 

A  Conservative-controlled  com¬ 
mittee  of  MPs  said  yesterday  that 
Mr  Nigel  Lawson,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  was  treading  a 
dangerous  “tightrope”  with  his  pol¬ 
icy  of  raising  interest  rates  to  curb 
inflation. 

The  Treasuiy  select  committee 
said  that  if  high  interest  rates  choked 
growth  too  suddenly,  unemploy¬ 
ment  would  rise.  If  they  acted  too 
slowly,  there  could  be  a  run  on 
sterling  and  accelerated  inflation. 

The  committee  rebuked  the  Trea¬ 
sury  for  “appalling  discrepancies” 
apparent  in  official  economic 
statistics. 

“That  it  is  impossible  to  know 
what  is  happening  to  major  eco¬ 
nomic  variables  means  it  is  very 
hard  to  understand  where  the 
economy  has  been  or  is,  let  alone 
where  it  is  going”,  the  MPs  said. 
They  demanded  a  “drastic  improve¬ 


ment"  and  disagreed  with  Mr 
Lawson  on  the  seriousness  of  Brit¬ 
ain's  rapidly  deteriorating  balance  of 
payments  deficit- 
Two  consecutive  annual  deficits 
wdf  in  excess  of  2  per  cent  of  GDP 
had  not  happened  since  shortly 

alter  the  last  war. 

“We  are  not  aware  of  any  occa¬ 
sion  since  then  in  which  the 
economy  of  any  major  trading 
nation  has  run  a  long  series  of 
deficits  of  this  size  without  even¬ 
tually  encountering  currency  diffi¬ 
culties”  they  said. 

They  said  that  in  successive 
forecasts,  the  target  of  3  per  cent 
inflation  was  always  three  years 
from  being  realized,  and  the  present 
rate  was  double  the  1985  projection. 

Mr  Terence  Higgins,  the  Tory 
chairman,  said  this  was  a  “very 
disturbing  situation” 

Based  on  extensive  evidence  from 
senior  Treasury  ministers  and  of¬ 
ficials,  the  report  mid  monetary 
policy  after  the  October  1987 


siockmarket  crash  had  been  too 
relaxed  for  too  long.  Action  had 
dearly  been  required  to  slow  over- 
rapid  growth. 

Mr  Lawson  was  relying  on  higher 
interest  rates  to  curb  inflation  and 
domestic  demand  but  there  were 
two  dangers  in  this  reaction. 

“A  sudden  response  could  lead  to 
an  abrupt  'stop'  in  the  economy  and 
the  recent  favourable  trend  in 
unemployment  figures . . .  could  be 
halted.” 

A  delayed  response,  on  the  other 
hand,  could  lead  to  a  loss  of 
confidence  m  sterling  and  a  frill  in 
the  currency  that  no  corrective 
measures  could  easily  reverse,  with 
the  result  that  inflation,  already  too 
high,  would  accelerate. 

The  MPs  are  worried  about 
industry’s  ability  to  cope  with  the 
high  interest  rates,  even  though  it 
was  stronger  than  during  the  1979- 
SO  liquidity  squeeze. 

“While  supporting  a  broadly 
contractionary  policy  stance  for  the 


time  being,  we  are  concerned  about 
the  corporate  sector's  ability  to 
absorb  a  prolonged  and  sharp 
contraction  in  monetary  policy 
without  undermining  its  efficiency 
the  country’s  economic  pros¬ 
pects”.  they  said. 

They  also  warned  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  “a  potentially  serious  policy 
conflict"  between  using  the  ex¬ 
change  rate  as  part  of  a  counter- 
inflationary  policy.  #  and 
simultaneously  requiring  it  to 
contribute  to  the  reduction  of  the 
current  account  deficit 

“Improving  the  current  account  is 
more  difficult  if  the  exchange  rate  is 
prevented  from  redressing  the  bal¬ 
ance”  the  committee  said. 

Elsewhere  in  the  report,  the  MPs 
said  the  Chancellor  had  changed 
policy  since  his  spring  dispute  with 
the  Prime  Minister  over  the  need  for 
exchange  rate  stability  in  the  fight 
against  inflation.  He  now  acknowl¬ 
edged  it  needed  to  rise.  They  said  the 
£10  billion  Public  Sector  Debt 


Repavmcnt  forecast  in  the  Autumn 
Statement  was  "less  impressive” 
than  it  appeared  as  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  was  due  to  asset  sales. 

The  committee  urged  Mr  Lawson 
to  encourage  savings  and  direct 
them  to  more  productive  invest- 
ment  than  housing  in  the  next 
Budget. 

It  said  the  Government  s  under- 
Wing  monetary  policy  was  difficult 
to  discern  because  "tactics  ^now 
appear  to  change  so  frequently". 

The  Government's  emphasis  on 
reducing  public  spending  as  a 
proportion  of  GDP  was  flawed 
because  it  did  not  show  the  true 
resource  claims  of  the  public  sector. 

The  report  was  not  unanimous. 
Mr  John  Wans,  a  Conservative  MP, 
dissented  as  did  Labour’s  Mr  Brian 
Sedgemore.  who  issued  a  separate 
report  talking  of  ihe^  Chancellor’s 
“babbling  incoherence". 

Treasury  and  Citit  Serv,}-*l£-®!!> 
miuee:  Autumn  Siatcmcni  1986  (Na¬ 
tion  cry  Office:  £1230). 
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Burgers  with  Mixed  fortunes  for  Post  Office 

unfit  Irish 


meat  ‘not  in 
food  chain’ 


By  John  Young  and  Robin  Oakley 


British  consumers  do  not  run 
the  risk  of  eating  beefburgers 
made  from  Irish  meat  that  is 
unfit  for  human  consumption, 
MPs  were  told  yesterday. 

Answering  an  emergency 
question  about  contaminated 
“blue”  meat  found  at  Mid- 
Cornwall  Meat  Packers ,  Mr 
John  MacGregor,  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  said 
sub-standard  Irish  beef  had 
not  entered  the  food  chain. 

But  while  Mr  MacGregor 
was  trying  to  defuse  the  latest 
health  scare,  the  Institute  of 
Environmental  Health  Offi¬ 
cers  said  it  was  quire  likely 
that  some  of  the  Irish  meat 
had  entered  the  system 
because  there  were  not  the 
resources  to  examine  every 
consignment  Only  about  5 
per  cent  of  all  imports  were 
checked  at  the  point  of  entry. 

Checks  were  also  made  at 
meat  processing  plants,  but 
those  were  random,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  an  officer  to  be 
present  all  the  lime. 

Mr  MacGregor  said  he  was 
confident  that  quick  action  by 
Carrick  District  Council 
health  had  prevented  people 
eating  meat  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  He  believed 
that  it  was  an  isolated  case. 

AH  meat  imported  from 
EEC  countries,  other  than 
Ireland,  had  to  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  health  certificate, 
and  he  hoped  to  speak  to  Mr 
Michael  O’Kennedy,  the  Irish 
I  Minister  of  Health,  to  dis¬ 
cover  what  had  happened. 

Since  September,  the  coun¬ 
cil  had  been  regularly  mon¬ 
itoring  meat  entering  the  Mid- 
Cornwall  plant,  and  on  a 
number  of  occasions  consign¬ 
ments  had  been  surrendered. 

But  last  week  the  company 
had  refused  to  surrender  part 
of  a  consignment  that  Mr  Ian 
Holmes,  the  environmental 
health  officer,  considered  to 
be  unfit  It  was  taken  before  a 
magistrate,  who  condemned 
it 

Carrick  had  alerted  other 
health  officials  around  the 
country  after  they  discovered 
the  condition  of  the  Irish  beef 

The  “blue  meat”  from 
slaughtered  elderly  and  ar¬ 
thritic  dairy  cattle  had  been 
certified  by  the  Irish  authori¬ 
ties  as  fit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion,  Mr  Holmes  said. 

According  to  the  institute, 
carcasses  may  be  passed  fit  at 
Irish  slaughterhouses  but,  by 
the  time  they  reach  Britain, 
have  suffered  excessive 
deterioration.  That  could  be 
due  to  bad  packing  or  loading, 
so  that  the  bacteria  count  rises 
rapidly  and  the  meat  looks 


and  smew*  bad,  although  it 
may  not  pose  a  significant  I 
salmonella  risk.  ! 

The  issue  was  raised  yes- ! 
lerday  by  Mr  Matthew  Taylor,  | 
SLD  MP  for  Truro,  who 
riairmed  that  the  importation  ■ 
of  blue  meat  was  a  new 
development  that  had  come  to 
attention  only  in  the  last  three 
months.  “But  the  feedback 
that  environmental  health 
officers  are  getting  is  that  it  is 
widespread”,  he  said. 

However,  Mr  John  Smith, 
chief  executive  of  the  Irish 
Meat  Processors’  Association, 
said  yesterday  that  he  was  “a 
bundled  per  cent  satisfied” 
that  all  exported  beef  was 
produced  in  EEC-approved 
plants,  and  was  accompanied 
by  a  veterinary  health  certifi¬ 
cate  declaring  it  fit  to  be  eaten. 

“Unless  the  meat  is  sub- 
seqently  ill-treated,  I  cannot 
understand  how  it  can  be 
judged  by  the  British  authori¬ 
ties  to  be  unfit”,  be  said-“Tbe 
standard  of  meat  inspection  in 
Ireland  is-  for  more  _  pro¬ 
fessional  and  for  mare  rigidly 
enforced  than  any  standard 
applied  in  Britain.” 

Mr  O’Kennedy  said  stan¬ 
dards  of  certification  within 
his  department  were  the  high¬ 
est  pobiMe.  Comments  of  the 
kind  made  by  MrTaykn  could 
be  very  damaging  to  Irish  beef 
exports  to  Britain,  worth  £300 
million  a  year. 

Mr  John  Tregidgo,  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  Mid-Cornwall 
Meat  Packers,  who  earlier 
announced  the  closure  of  the 
plant,  said  later  that,  after 
talks  with  the  council,  be  had 
undertaken  to  keep  it  open 
and  save  the  jobs  of  his  120 
employees.  But  it  would  take 
no  more  Irish  supplies. 

The  company  supplied  pro¬ 
cessed  meat  to  many  big 
companies,  including  Ross, 
Wimpy  and  Findas,  and  in¬ 
directly  supplied  the 
Sainsbury  and  Asda  super¬ 
market  chains. 

It  had  been  purchasing  in 
good  forth  beef  that  had  been 
inspected  and  certified  by  the 
Irish  authorities.  On  examina¬ 
tion,  however,  the  meat  had 
been  found  to  be  of  poor 
quality,  and  significant 
amounts  had  been  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

A  Wimpy  spokesman  said 
yesterday  that  the  company 
had  been  malting  hamburgers 
for  25  years,  during  which 
time  it  had  developed  very 
thorough  quality  controls. 
Stringent  controls  ensured 
that  no  coutmainated  beef 
would  be  used  in  Wimpy 
products. 


Mr  Poenam  Chavhmn,  a  Post  Office 
worker,  surrounded  by  the  last-minute 
rush  of  Christmas  m3  at  the  St  Panaas 
Way  sorting  office  in  London  yesterday, 
on  the  day  the  Post  Office  announced  a 
£34  million  slump  in  half-year  profits,  to 
£12  million,  compared  with  the  same 
period  last  year. 

A  spokesman  blamed  postal  workers, 
whose  September  strike  be  said  cost  the 
group  £40  ihiltion. 

However,  management  hoped  for  an 
upturn  by  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
which  would  account  for  the  Christinas 
peak.  “Profits  in  the  second  half  of  the 
year  normally  exceed  those  for  the  first 
half*,  the  spokesman  said.  But  the 


Girobank,  which  is  due  to  be  sold, 
announced  an  increase  in  pre-tax  half- 
year  profits  from  £7  million  is  the  six 
months  to  September  1987  to  £9  million 
for  Che  same  period  this  year. 

Meanwhile,  Sr  Bryan  Nkhoboa,  the 
Post  Office  chairman,  yesterday  warned 
the  public  to  be  extra  vigilant  after  the 
discovery  of  a  number  of  letter  bombs. 

He  was  questioned  on  the  scare  during 
a  visit  to  foe  main  postal  sorting  office  in 
Glasgow.  “Anyone  who  attempts  to  use 
the  season  of  peace  and  goodwill  to  send 
something  like  that  through  the  mail 
shows  contemptible  behaviour”.  Sir 
Bryan  said.  However,  he  gave  a  warning 
against  the  public  over-reacting  and  said 


that  the  number  of  devices  passed  into 
the  postal  service  had  been  very  5maU. 

•  A  group  calling  itself  the  Blade 
liberation  Front  yesterday  churned 
responsibility  for  sending  parcel  bombs 
to  Mr  Geoffrey  Dear,  chief  constable  of 
foe  West  Midlands,  one  of  his 
superintendents  and  a  former  senior 
police  officer  and  said  that  more  devices 
were  in  foe  post. 

An  anonymous  caller  to  foe  Express 
mi  Star. ,  Wolverhampton,  used  a 

codeword  the  group  used  in  the  past.  The 

parcel  bomb  addressed  to  foe  chief 
constable  burst  into  flames  when  It  was 
franked  by  a  sorter  at  the  maia  Coventry 
sorting  office  on  Monday  night. 


The  salmonella  scare 


Currie  to  face  MPs’  inquiry 


By  Martin  Fletcher  and  John  Young 


Mrs  Edwina  Currie,  who  re¬ 
signed  as  a  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Health,  last  Friday, 
is  to  be  invited  to  appear 
before  an  uigeni  parliamen¬ 
tary  inquiry  into  the  egg  crisis 
to  explain  why  she  made  the 
comment  that  triggered  it 

The  all-party  Agriculture 
select  committee  also  decided 
at  a  private  meeting  yesterday 
to  ask  the  Department  of 
Health  and  the  Miaistry  of 
Agriculture  to  give  it  the 
briefing  papers  that  officials 
prepared  for  Mrs  Currie  and 
other  ministers. 

Two  weekends  ago  Mrs 
Currie  gave  a  televirion  Inter¬ 
view  in  which  she  said  that 
“most”  egg  production  in  this 
country  was  infected  with 
salmonella. 

Mr  Jerry  Wiggiu,  Conser¬ 
vative  chairman  of  the  Agri¬ 
culture  committee,  said  that 
since  then  there  had  been 
“confusion  at  every  mm”. 
Mrs  Currie  has  foiled  to  either 
retract  or  enlarge  on  what  rite 
said,  though  Mr  John  Mac¬ 


Gregor,  the  Minister  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
has  denied  it. 

The  inquiry  wall  investigate 
the  cause  and  extent  of  salmo¬ 
nella  in  eggs  and  the  govern¬ 
ment's  reaction  to  the  crisis. 

The  MPs  are  determined  to 
find  out  whether  Mrs  Currie's 
statement  was  an  unfortunate 
exaggeration,  or  whether  it 
was  based  on  a  briefing  from 
her  officials  and  the  scale  of 
the  salmonella  problem  was 
therefore  greater  than  the 
Government  was  publicly 
admitting. 

The  committee  has  written 
inviting  Mrs  Currie  to  submit 
a  memorandum  and  to  give 
oral  evidence. 

“Since  she  was  very  much 
the  catalyst  for  this  particular 
incident  I  think  she  might 
herself  wish  to  explain  what 
happened.  Or  she  might  wish 
to  say  nothing.  If  so.  we  can’t 
force  her”,  Mr  Wiggin  said. 

Mr  Simon  Gouriay,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Fanners* 
Union,  yesterday  called  on  the 


Government  to  consider  a 
total  ban  on  foe  use  of  poultry 
by-products  in  feed  for  laying 
hens,  as  one  of  a  number  of 
measures  to  establish  foe 
reputation  of  the  egg  as  one  of 
Britain’s  favourite  and  most 
versatile  foods. 

Speaking  at  Wykeham, 
North  Yorkshire,  he  said: 
“The  public  do  not  like  the 
idea  of  poultry  by-products 
being  fed  to  laying  bens.  I  can 
say  most  egg  producers  do  not 
feed  such  products,  but  I 
cannot  say  it  has  never  hap¬ 
pened.  We  now  say  the  prac¬ 
tice  should  be  stopped." 

He  said  there  should  be  a 
statutory  declaration  of  the 
ingredients  included  in  com¬ 
pound  feedstufis. 

Thames  Valley  Eggs,  one  of 
Britain's  biggest  producers, 
said  yesterday  that  it  had 
dismissed  60  workers  and  put 
the  remaining  600  on  a  30- 
hour  week.  It  blamed  a  drop  in 
sales  of  60  per  cent,  and  said  a 
pay  rise  agreed  for  January 
was  being  postponed. 


EEC  signals  end  of  television  listings  monopoly 


By  Richard  Evans 
and  Michael  Dynes 

The  European  Commission 
yesterday  signalled  the  end  of 
the  television  and  radio  list¬ 
ings  monopoly  enjoyed  by 
Radio  Times  and  TV  Times , 
two  of  Britain's  largest  circula¬ 
tion  weekly  magazines. 

The  ruling  paves  the  way  for 
newspapers  and  other  maga¬ 
zines  to  cany  full  details  of 
broadcasts  for  foe  week  ahead. 

Until  now  both  magazines 
have  vigorously  defended 
their  listings  monopoly  and  in 
1983  they  launched  a  success¬ 
ful  court  action  to  prevent 
Time  Out  carrying  a  com¬ 
prehensive  programme  guide. 

Although  BBC  and  ITV 
own  the  copyright  on  pro¬ 
grammes,  critics  have  at¬ 
tacked  the  way  they  have 
allowed  their  publishing 
subsidiaries  to  have  a  monop¬ 
oly  on  weekly  listings.  News¬ 
papers  have  been  allowed  only 
to  publish  programme 
information  for  foe  forthcom¬ 
ing  24  hours,  or  4$  hours  at 
weekends. 

Yesterday's  EEC  ruling 
technically  applies  to  tele¬ 
vision  listings  information  in 
the  Irish  Republic  and  Nonh- 


The  BBC  has  formally  apologized  to  Sir  Brian 
Rix,  chairman  of  Mencap,  over  a  bungled 
interview  about  sterilization  of  mentally  handi¬ 
capped  people.  Bad  editing  of  the  Interview 
resulted  in  an  answer  Sir  Brian  gave  to  one 
question  being  screened  as  the  response  to  a 
different  one.  The  mid  result  made  it  appear 
that  Sir  Brian  was  condemning  any  steriliza¬ 
tion  of  mentally  handicapped  people  as 
appalling  ami  pre-Victorian.  The  distorted 
interview,  which  appeared  on  BBC's  Six 
O'clock  News  and  Nine  O^Ctock  News,  came 
after  a  High  Court  judgement  which  ruled  in 
favour  of  a  mentally  handicapped  woman  being 
sterilized.  Sir  Brian,  who  had  been  asked  fora 
response  to  foe  argument  that  all  mentally 
handicapped  people  should  be  sterilized,  sank 


“Appalling,  it's  pre-Victorian.  It  is  treating 
them  purely  as  chattels.”  But  his  answer 
appeared  oa  screen  as  his  response  to  the  High 
Cool  judgement,  which  Mencap  believes  to  be 
acceptable. 

•  The  BBC  agreed  in  foe  High  Court 
yesterday  to  pay  undisclosed  libel  damages  for 
a  statement  broadcast  in  the  BBCI  Loudon 
Plus  programme  criticizing  the  Hertsmere 
Borough  Council  la  Hertfordshire.  The  dam¬ 
ages  wfll  go  to  the  mayor’s  charity. 

•  Mr  Gerald  Reason,  the  industrialist,  won 
“substantial”  fibel  damages  in  tire  High  Court 
yesterday  over  allegations  oa  Thames  TV's 
The  City  Programme  concerning  bis  charitable 
trusts.  The  chairman  of  the  Heron  Corporation 
is  to  give  the  undisclosed  damages  to  charity. 


cm  Ireland,  but  Mr  Peter 
Sutherland,  the  EEC  com¬ 
petition  commissioner,  said 
the  principle  behind  foe  ruling 
could  be  applied  in  mainland 
Britain  where  there  were  simi¬ 
lar  copyright  restrictions. 

“The  situation  that  the 
Commission  has  found  un¬ 
acceptable  is  a  situation  where 
basic  information  as  to  the 
identity  of  programmes,  and 
foe  times  at  which  they  will  be 
shown,  should  be  excluded  or 
precluded  from  any  magazine 
other  than  those  controlled  by 
jthe  station  in  question,”  he 


said.  The  Commission 
ordered  the  BBC,  ITP  (the 
publication  arm  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  Television)  and  RTE,  the 
Irish  television  company,  to 
supply  advanced  weekly  pro¬ 
gramme  information  to  any¬ 
one  wishing  to  publish 
comprehensive  TV  guides. 

The  ruling  followed  a  com¬ 
plaint  lodged  with  the  Com¬ 
mission  in  1986  by  foe 
independent  Irish  publishing 
company,  Magjll  TV  Guide, 
after  it  was  refused  permission 
to  publish  a  weekly  magazine 
detailing  all  programmes  re¬ 


ceived  in  the  Irish  Republic 
and  Northern  Ireland. 

The  Commission  said  that 
RTE.  the  BBC  and  ITP  “by 
preventing  foe  existence  of 
any  comprehensive  weekly 
TV  guide  in  Ireland 
Northern  Ireland,  are  limiting 
markets  to  foe  prejudice  of 
consumers  in  a  mannw  ^>hich 
is  an  abuse  of  a  dominant 
position". 

There  was  a  substantial 
potential  market  for  com¬ 
prehensive  TV  guides,  and  the 
practices  ofRTE,  the  BBC  and 
ITP  were  intended  to  pr<$ict 


their  own  individual  TV 
guides  Grom  competition. 

“In  order  to  remedy  the 
current  situation  the  Com¬ 
mission  has  required  foe  tele¬ 
vision  companies  concerned 
to  supply  advance  weekly 
programme  information  to 
each  other  and  third  parties  on 
request”. 

While  the  ruling  is  not 
directly  applicable  to  Britain, 
legal  observers  are  confident 
that  publishing  companies 
will  now  be  free  to  provide  a 
similar  service  here.  However, 
there  may  need  to  be  another 
ruling  from  the  Commission 
before  they  are  aWe  to  do  so. 

If  BBC  and  ITV  are  obliged 
to  supply  programme  details 
to  other  publictions,  it  seems 
certain  they  wifi  charge  for  the 
information.  Until  now  they 
have  provided  it  free  to 
newspapers. 

The  Brussels  ruling  was 
welcomed  last  night  by  the 
National  Consumers  Council, 
which  said;  “We  have  always 
thought  it  entirely  wrong  that 
foe  broadcasting  authorities* 
should  extend  their  monopoly 
ofbroadcasting  into  a  monop¬ 
oly  of  information  on 
broadcasting.”  * 


Britain  proposes 
Antarctic  airstrip 

By  Pearce  Wright,  Science  Editor 


The  Government  is  to  allow 
foe  British  Antarctic  Survey  to 
build  an  airstrip  in  the  Ant¬ 
arctic  and  establish  a  regular 
air  bridge  with  the  Falklands. 
The  project,  including  a  new 
aircraft,  will  cost  £19  million. 

But  the  plan  has  to  be 
acceptable  on  environmental 
grounds  to  the  other  sig¬ 
natories  to  the  Antarctic 
Treaty,  which  forbids  dev¬ 
elopment  of  foe  area. 

The  gravel  airstrip  would  be 
built  at  Rothera,  dose  to  the 
main  British  base  at  Halley 
Bay.  An  air  link  would  extend 
foe  range  of  research  by  the 
British  scientists  who  discov¬ 
ered  foe  hole  in  the  Earth’s 
protective  layer  of  ozone. 

They  are  also  monitoring 
the  thickness  of  the  ice  sheet  in 
winter  and  its  melting  in 
summer  as  part  of  investiga¬ 
tions  into  the  “greenhouse 
effect”,  which  is  causing  a 
warming  of  foe  atmosphere. 

The  pristine  conditions  in 
Antarctica  make  it  a  unique 
laboratory  for  distinguishing 


between  tiny  global  changes  in 
foe  environment  produced  by 
natural  events  and  man-made 
pollution. 

Moreover,  plant  and  animal 
life  in  Antarctica  are  known  to 
have  very  little  resistance  to 
disturbance. 

Consequently,  a  report  on 
foe  impact  on  the  environ¬ 
ment  of  the  building  work  has 
been  written  by  Mr  Nigel 
Bonner  and  Dr  R I L  Smith 
for  foe  Natural  Environ¬ 
mental  Research  Council,  the 
Antarctic  survey's  parent 
body. 

The  council  said  yesterday 
careful  consideration  had 
been  given  to  the  long-term 
effect  of  foe  proposed  strip,  in 
view  of  the  plant  and  animal 
fecolonization  rate  being  slow. 

The  new  undertaking  pro¬ 
poses  to  use  a  larger  passenger 

aircraft,  such  as  a  Dasb-7, 

S’  g  British  scientists  and 
equipment  direct  access 
from  the  Falklands  and  South 
America  and  extending  activ¬ 
ities  south  to  the  Pole. 


£4bn  deals 
create  jobs 
for  60,000 

Sixty  thousand  new  jobs  are 
likely  to  be  created  after  foe 
announcement  yesterday  of 
plans  for  investment  worth 
nearly  £4  billion  on  Strath¬ 
clyde  and  in  Leeds. 

A  £3  billion  transatlantic 
development  deal  is  set  to 
wipe  out  unemployment  in 
Leeds  where  the  number  of 
unemployed  stands  at  26,000. 

Triple  Five;  the  Canadian 
business,  has  chosen  foe  city 
as  the  centre  for  a  massive 
retail,  commercial  and  leisure 
complex  that  will  create 
25,000  jobs. 

Strathclyde  Regional  Coun¬ 
cil  was  told  by  the  EEC  in 
Glasgow  yesterday  that  a  £995 
million  boost  for  foe  local 
economy  had  been  approved 
by  the  European  Commission. 
It  will  mean  35,000  new  jobs. 

The  commission  has  given 
the  go-ahead  to  a  five-year 
integrated  development  pro¬ 
gramme  which  was  submitted 
jointly  by  the  regional  council 
and  the  Industry  Department 
for  Scotland. 

Outline  proposals  for  the 
scheme  in  Leeds  include  three 
million  square  feet  of  office 
space,  hundreds  of  shops,  a 
hotel,  fantasy  theme  paries,  an 
ice  rink,  marina,  entertain¬ 
ments  centre,  trade  and  exhib¬ 
itions  centre,  warehousing  and 
up  to  6,000  new  homes. 

The  urban  regeneration 
scheme  agreed  by  Leeds  City 
Council.  Leeds  City  Dev¬ 
elopment  Company  and  Tri¬ 
ple  Five  will  start  the 
preparation  of  detailed  plans 
to  be  put  before  foe  Govern¬ 
ment-backed  Leeds  Develop¬ 
ment  Corporation. 

Mr  George  Mundie.  leader 
of  the  city  council,  said  the 
proposals  had  all-partv  sup¬ 
port. 

Correction 

The  partnership  proposing  the 


involves  BAA  (formerly  British 
Airports  Authority)  and  British 
Rail,  not  British  Airways,  as 
reported  on  December  10. 
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Bom  into  a  violent  family,  Doreen  Mason  was  doomed  to  die 


Three  councils  let 
‘at-risk’  baby  slip 
through  their  nets 


-’Doreen  Mason’s  family  back¬ 
ground  of  child  abuse  was  so 
deep-rooted  she  was  probably 
doomed  from  the  moment  she 
was  bom. 

The  grl,  aged  16  months 
and  hatfTurfcish,  might  never¬ 
theless  have  been  saved  ftom 
.the  torture  inflicted  by  her 
deprived  mother,  Christine 
.  Mason,  and  stepfather,  Roy 
Aston. 

Rat  three  local  authority 
social  services  departments  - 
Berkshire,  Lambeth  and 
.Southwark  —  which  might 
;  have  combined  to  save  her, 

-  allowed  Doreen  to  slip 
"  -through  their  nets. 

She  died  in  hospital  of  a 
brain  haemorrhage  on  Sep¬ 
tember  13  last  year  after 
I  months  of  unspeakable  suffer- 
j  ‘ingat  her  parents’  council  flax 
1-in  Arnold  House,  Doddington 

•  'Grove,  Walworth,  south  Lon¬ 
don. 

!  An  indictment  of  the  care 
-’she  received  is  detailed  in  two 
^confidential  internal  South- 
T-wark  Council  reports,  but  the 
;.coandI  obtained  an  ex  parte 
^injunction  in  the  High  Court 
'  on  Tuesday  to  prevent 
publication  of  them. 

The  reports  were  prepared 
‘fix  Mr  Dennis  Simpson, 

'  -Southwark’s  director  of  social 

-  services,  by  Mr  Clive  Walsh, 
then  head  of  field  work  and 
community  services. 

Mr  Walsh  was  suspended 
from  duty  far  reasons  which 
the  council  refuses  to  discuss 
the  day  before  he  was  due  to 
answer  questions  on  the  case 
from  a  council  sub-commit¬ 
tee. 

Mr  Simon  Hughes,  SLD 
MP  for  Southwark  and 
Bermondsey,  who  is  planning 
to  raise  the  case  in  the 
Commons,  added:  “I  am  dear 
that  it  is  not  in  the  public 
interest  far  the  sorry  story  of 
Southwark  and  Lambeth 
councils'  inadequate  and  in¬ 
competent  discharge  of  their 
social  services  and  child  care 
responsibilities  to  be  kept 
secret. 

“They  and  the  Government 
must  now  be  matte  to  answer 
the  most  serious  charges 
which  this  case  makes  dear 
.should  be  brought  against 
them.” 

•  Mr  Simpson,  who  was  assis¬ 
tant  director  of  fionily  services 
in  the  London  borough  of 
Brent  at  the  time  of  the 
Jasmine  Beckford  abuse  affair 
in  1984,  declined  to  speak  to 
The  Times  about  the  handling 
of  the  Doreen  Mason  case. 

•  In  198S,  Mr  Simpson 
warned  councillors  in  a  puWic 
report  to  a  committee  that 
area  8,  in  which  Doreen  was 
cared  for,  and  two  others  were 
so  stretched  they  could  not 
cope  with  statutory  work. 

As  a  result  of  her  death,  he 
has  called  in  the  Department 
of  Health’s  Social  Services 
Inspectorate  to  undertake  a 
study  of  child  protection  prac¬ 
tices  within  his  department 

This  will  be  the  fourth 


By  Michael  HozsneU 

inquiry  into  Doreen’s  death. 
An  internal  social  services 
case  review  is  almost  com¬ 
plete;  an  independent  area 
review  committee  will  soon  be 
convened;  and,  finally,  South¬ 
wark  itself  will  set  up  a  full 
management  inquiry  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  any  formal 
action  should  be  taken  against 
members  of  staff 
Meanwhile,  members  of 
Southwark  council  have 
ordered  Mr  Simpson  to  report 
on  the  staffing  levels  in  his 
department  and  £350,000  has 
been,  earmarked  far  a  pay 


social  workers  to  stay  in  the 
borough. 

Stretched  to  their  limit, 
social  workers  are  striving  to 
protect  632  children  on  the 
Southwark  at-risk  register. 

This  represents  18  per  J,000 
children,  compared  with  a 
national  average  of  three  per 
thousand. 

The  staff;  whose  starting 
salary  is  a  little  above  £1 1,000 
a  year,  is  21  per  cent  down  on 
its  complement  of  148  and 
morale  is  said  to  be  disturb¬ 
ingly  low. 

Mr  Jeremy  Fraser,  chair¬ 
man  of  Southwark’s  social 
services  committee,  sakL- 
“Doreen’s  death  has  high¬ 
lighted  in  a  very  tragic  way  the 
enormous  Child  care  needs  of 


Miss  Gillian  Langford: 
never  allowed  in  flat. 

this  borough  and  we  are 
detennined  to  learn  lessons 
from  the  events  that  led  to  it 

“We  shall  make  every  effort 
to  implement  any  necessary 
improvements  to  our  child 
care  services  within  the  very 
restricted  financial  resources 
available  to  us." 

Doreen  was  placed  on  the 
council's  at-risk  register  18 
days  after  her  birth  on  May  22, 
1986,  owing  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  her  brother  Kart’s 
death  at  the  age  of  10  weeks  in 
1985. 

Her  mother  had  an  “un¬ 
controllable  temper”,  had 
threatened  to  kill  Doreen,  and 
once  held  a  knife  to  the  little 
gill’s  throat 

Doreen  was  forced  to  stand 
on  a  leg  fractured  five  times 
until  she  passed  out,  held 


under  bath  water  for  refusing 
to  eat,  and  bad  her  Hand 
virtually  skinned  by  a  cigar¬ 
ette  fighter. 

Mason,  aged  22,  was  one  of 
12  children  —  three  of  whom 
died  in  infancy  —  and  was 
taken  into  care  after  her 
parents  divorced. 

Later  she  was  handed  over 
to  her  father  whom,  the  court 
was  told,  was  a  psychopath 
who  allegedly  sexually  as¬ 
saulted  her. 

She  moved  out  to  live  in  a 
hostel  in  Slough  when  she 
became  pregnant  with  KaxL 
The  boy  was  a  cot  death 
victim,  though  a  pathologist 
said  he  also  suffered  injuries 
including  broken  ribs  and  a 
brain  hjwmftrrlmg^  whirfi  had 

not  contributed  to  his  death. 

Neither  Mason  nor  Karl’s 
father  was  prosecuted,  but  she 
(Mason)  told  Mr  Stephen 
Spurr,  a  Berkshire  social 
worker,  that  the  child  had 
been  slammed  ggyfagt  a  table 
and  smothered 

Whether  Southwark  and 
Lambeth  were  adequately  in¬ 
formed  of  this  remains  un¬ 
certain.  The  matter  is  disputed 
by  all  three  authorities. 

Mason  carried  Karf  s  ashes 
around  with  her,  often  talking 
to  them,  and  romanticized  the 
memory  of  the  little  boy  to  the 
detriment  of  her  daughter. 

Aston,  an  unemployed  man 
originally  from  Birmingham, 
aged  24,  is  part  of  an  extended 
family  of  nine  children. 

He  was  responsible  for  inju¬ 
ries  sustained  by  children  of 
an  fariier  association  with 
another  woman — her  children 
being  on  the  at-risk  register  of 
Kensington  and  Chelsea  — 
and  has  served  youth  deten¬ 
tion  terms  for  burglary.  He 
met  Mason  in  a  public  bouse. 

It  is  also  known  that  vi¬ 
olence  was  a  feature  of  tin 
relationship  between  Aston 
and  Mason,  who  met  in  a 
public  house  when  she  was 
pregnant  with  Doreen. 

It  was  into  this  sordid 
background  that  Doreen  was 
bom. 

Mason  discharged  herself 
from  Guy’s  Hospital  the  day 
after  Doreen  was  bam  without 
the  knowledge  of  social 
workers. 

Lambeth  is  said  to  have 
taken  the  view  that  the  case 
was  Southwark’s,  with  little  or 
no  implication  for  them  de¬ 
spite  Mason's  frequent  res¬ 
idency  at  her  mother’s  house 
and  use  of  a  Lambeth  day 
centre. 

Not  once  were  social  work¬ 
ers  allowed  into  Aston’s  fiat 
when  they  called  and  at  no 
stage  did  social  services  con¬ 
sider  seeking  a  place  of  safety 
order  from  magistrates  under 
the  Children  and  Young  Per¬ 
sons  Act,  1969. 

That  was  in  spite  of  a  health 
visitor.  Miss  Stephanie  Cor¬ 
ner,  concluding  after  45  visits 


A  family  spawned  on  abuse  and  violence:  Roy  Aston  (top),  Christine  Mason  and  tragic  Doreen. 

Four  reviews  ordered  of  borough  care 


By  Ruth  Gledhfll,  Jill  Sherman  and  David  Sapsted 


A  full  investigation,  involving  four 
separate  reviews,  has  been  launched  by 
Southwark  Council  into  the  handling  of 
the  Doreen  Mason  case. 

The  council  is  to  hold  a  management 
inquiry  to  determine  whether  any  formal 
action  should  be  takas  against  individual 
members  of  staff  and  it  nas  already  asked 
Mr  Dennis  Simpson,  its  director  of  social 
services,  to  prepare  a  detailed  case 
review  of  the  events  that  led  to  Doreen’s 
death  on  September  13  last  year. 

He  in  turn  has  asked  the  Soda! 
Services  Inspectorate  to  study  practices 
in  his  department 

The  case  will  also  be  referred  to  the 
Area  Review  Committee,  which  is 
setting  up  a  panel  chaired  by  Mr  Richard 
White,  an  independent  solicitor  and  an 
expert  on  child  care  law.  It  will  review  all 
the  reports  prepared  by  the  agencies 
involved. 

Miss  Gillian  Langford,  aged  27,  the 
social  worker  responsible  for  Doreen,  Mr 
Iain  Davidson,  her  team  leader,  were  not 
at  their  area  8  office  in  Southwark 
yesterday.  Staff  said  they  were  on  a 


week’s  leavejY  spokesman  for  South¬ 
wark  Council  said  the  area  review  would 
also  assess  “whether  decisions  and 
actions  taken  in  the  case  were  reasonable 
and  responsible’’  and  checks  would  be 
made  on  procedures. 

He  added:  “Consideration  will  be 
given  to  whether  the  services  provided 
matched  the  needs  of  the  case,  bearing  in 
mind  the  resources  available.” 

The  council  was  suffering  from  “a 
severe  shortage”  of  qualified  social 
workers,  he  said. 

“Child  protection  work  in  Southwark 
is  stretched  to  the  limit.  A  review  has 
already  been  completed  on  the  need  for 
additional  resources  to  be  deployed  into 
this  vital  field  of  work.** 

Mr  Jeremy  Fraser,  chairman  of  the 
council's  social  services  committee,  said: 
“The  evidence  gathered  so  far  points  to 
Doreen  Mason  having  been  appro¬ 
priately  and  correctly  regarded  as  a  child 
very  much  at  risk. 

“Her  death  has  highlighted  in  a  very 
tragic  way  the  enormous  child  care  need 
of  this  borough,  and 'we  are  detennined 


to  learn  lessons  from  the  events  that  led 
to  her  death. 

“We  shall  make  every  effort  to 
implement  any  necessary  improvements 
to  our  child  care  services  within  the  very 
restricted  financial  resources  available  to 
us.” 

The  investigations  follow  several 
extensive  inquiries  into  the  role  of  social 
workers  in  child  cruelty  cases. 
includingMaria  Colwell,  aged  three,  who 
was  beaten  to  death  at  her  home  in 
Brighton  in  January  1973  (East  Sussex 
County  Council);  Jasmine  Beckford, 
aged  four,  beaten  to  death  in  July  1984 
and  found  with  burns,  cuts  and  ulcers 
(Brent  Council);  Tyra  Henry,  aged  21 
months,  bitten  and  battered  to  death  in 
September  1 984  (Lambeth  Council);  and 
Heidi  Koseda,  aged  three,  starved  to 
death  in  November  1984  (known  to 
social  services  and  the  NSPCC).  Her 
body  was  not  found  until  January  1985. 

In  June  1986.  Kimberley  Cariile  died 
at  the  hands  of  her  stepfather.  She  was 
known  to  social  services  in  The  Wirral 
and  Greenwich,  east  London. 


or  attempted  visits  that  Do¬ 
reen  should  have  been  the 
subject  of  an  order. 

Agreed  procedures  and 
departmental  guidelines  were 
not  met  and  case  conferences 
not  held  when  they  should 
have  been. 

Specific  allegations  of  mis* 
treatment  were  made  to  the 
council  by  members  of 
Aston’s  family  but  these  were 
not  investigated  property. 

Miss  Gillian  Langford,  aged 
27,  the  social  worker  respon¬ 
sible  for  Doreen,  was  never 
allowed  into  the  flat  and  the 
girt  was  seen  only  twice  by 
social  workers,  on  both  occa¬ 
sions  by  lambeth  —  once  at 
her  grandmother’s  home  and 
once  at  a  child  clinic  in 
Brixton. 

In  her  last  three  months, 
Doreen  was  seen  just  once  — 
from  a  distance  in  the  street  by 
a  health  viator. 

Miss  Langford  was  said  to 
have  retied  on  reports  about 
Doreen  from  health  visitors  in 


the  earliest  months  of  her  life 
and  a  social  worker  respon¬ 
sible  for  Mason's  mother  in 
Lambeth. 

Mr  Iain  Davidson,  Miss 
Langford’s  team  leader,  is  also 
said  by  colleagues  to  have 
been  inexperienced. 

On  September  10,  a  case 
conference  was  hdd  at  which 
it  was  decided  to  send  the 
couple  a  recorded  delivery 
letter  asking  Aston  and  Mason 
to  attend  a  meeting  on 
September  17. 

It  was  neither  signed  nor 
sent,  but  by  the  time  of  the 
proposed  meeting,  Doreen 
had  already  been  dead  four 
days. 

She  joined  a  long  list  of 
infamous  child  abuse  cases, 
including  Maria  Golwefl,  Jas¬ 
mine  Beckford,  Tyra  Henry, 
Koseida,  Kimber¬ 
ley  Cariile. 

That  was  despite  the  hold¬ 
ing  of  more  than  20  inquiries 

into  child  rfwath  case*  otin» 

1974. 


Child  torture  pair 
jailed  for  7  years 


A  father  and  stepmother  who 
inflicted  a  horrifying  and  fatal 
catalogue  of  torture  on  a  boy 
aged  eight,  including  branding 
his  buttocks  and  genitals,  were 
jailed  for  seven  years  yes¬ 
terday. 

The  body  of  Gardaver 
Hussain  was  “a  mass  of  burns 
and  bruises”  when  he  was 
carried  Into  a  Birmingham 
hospital  last  February,  Staf¬ 
ford  Crown  Court  was  told. 

His  punishments  had  In¬ 
cluded  being  branded  with  a 
hot  iron,  having  his  private 
parts  put  between  the  bars  of  a 
heater,  being  marked  with 
high  heels  and  being  tied  in  a 
crucifixion  position  overnight. 

The  boy  had  died  from  a 
brain  haemorrhage,  the  coart 
was  told.  Jailing  the  boy’s 


father.  Room  Hussain,  aged 
35,  and  his  stepmother, 
Farminder  Hussain,  aged  25, 
Mr  Justice  Ian  Kennedy  told 
them:  “Yoht  conduct  became 
wicked  and  perverse. 

“His  body  bore  the  marks  of 
branding  and  braising;  his  life 
most  have  been  appalling 
during  those  few  weeks. 

“He  was  branded  across  the 
buttocks  and  genitals,  be  bad 
a  fractured  leg  and  there  was 
terrible  bruising.  This  was 
violent  cruelty.” 

The  couple,  from  Hands- 
worth,  Birmingham,  had  been 
convicted  of  manslaughter  and 
crnelty  by  a  jury  at 
Birmingham  earlier  this 
month. 

Sentence  had  been  ad¬ 
journed  for  reports. 


BMA  support 
for  random 
breath  tests 

The  British  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation  yesterday  promised  its 
support  to  proposed  new  leg¬ 
islation  which  would  allow  a 
form  of  random  breath  tests 
for  suspected  drink  drivers 
(Thomson  Prentice  writes). 

Mr  John  Home  Robertson, 
Labour  MP  for  East  Lothian, 
is  to  introduce  a  private 
member’s  Bill  in  the  next 
parliamentary  session  which 
would  empower  police  to 
conduct  roadside  checks. 

He  said  yesterday  that 
about  1 ,000  deaths  and  24,000 
injuries  a  year  were  caused  in 
Britain  by  drink  drivers,  but 
that  the  chances  of  a  motorist- 
being  detected  for  excess  al¬ 
cohol  were  low. 

Mr  John  Havard,  secretary 
of  the  BMA  said:  “We  are 
bound  to  support  this  Bill  in 
the  hope  that  u  will  reduce  the 
umber  of  casualties”. 


Heart  surgery  veteran  dies 


By  Thomson  Prentice 
Science  Correspondent 

Britain’s  longest  surviving 
heart  transplant  patient  died 
yesterday,  almost  nine  years 
after  his  operation,  in  spite  of 
an  attempt  to  save  him  with  a 
second  transplant 
Mr  Nigel  Olney,  aged  44, 
was  readmitted  to  Papworth 
Hospital,  Cambridgeshire, 
earlier  this  month  because  of 
arterial  disease. 

The  second  graft  was  per¬ 
formed  by  Mr  Terence  Eng¬ 
lish.  the  pumeariegconsuHant 


new  heart  on  January  29, 
1980. 

However,  his  condition 
deteriorated  rapidly  three 
days  ago  and  he  died  early 


Mr  Olney,  a  forma  chirop¬ 
odist,  devoted  much  of  the  last 
years  of  his  life  to  raising 
Is  for  heart  transplant 


Mr  Nigel  Olney:  died  nearly 
nine  years  after  operation. 
Mr  Keith  Castle,  who  died  in 
1985  almost  six  years  after  his 
operation.  Mr  Castle  was  then 
Britain's  longest  heart  trans¬ 
plant  survivor. 

Mr  Stephen  Bridge,  a  spo¬ 
kesman  for  Pttpworth  Hos¬ 
pital,  said  yesterday:  “Nigel 
was  a  likeable  chap  who 
became  very  dose  with  the 


staff  and  worked  very  hard  to 
help  us  whenever  he  could. 

“He  treated  every  day  since 
his  operation  as  a  boons  to  his 
We.” 

Two  years  ago  Mr  Obey 
took  part  in  a  tree-planting 
ceremony  at  Wimpole  Park, 
near  Cambridge,  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  anonymous  do¬ 
nors  whose  deaths  led  to  many 
such  operations. 

He  said  then:  “Apart  from 
the  doctors  and  the  medical 
staff  at  Papworth,  I  don't 
know  who  1  owe  my  life  to.  But 
I  honour  that  person  today.” 

Mr  Olney,  who  was  di¬ 
vorced,  lived  in  Leighton  Buz¬ 
zard,  Bedfordshire. 

About  1,000  heart  trans¬ 
plant  operations  have  been 
performed  in  Britain  in  the 
past  10  years,  during  winch 
period  the  length  of  survival 
has  steadily  increased. 

About  80  per  cent  of  pa¬ 
tients  live  at  least  five  years 
after  their  operation. 


Safe  manager  ‘terrorized’ 


The  manager  of  a  London 
safe  deposit  centre  was  forced 
at  gunpoint  to  become  the 
inside  man  for  a  gang  which 
escaped  with  valuables  worth 
£40  million  in  July  1987,  the 
Central  Criminal  Court  was 
told  yesterday. 

Mr  Valerio  Viced,  the  al¬ 
leged  leader  of  the  gang,  was 
said  to  have  boasted  about  his 
violent  past  and  threatened  to 
murder  Mr  Parvez  Latiff 
manager  of  the  Knightsbridge 
Safe  Deposit  Centre  if  be  did 
not  help  poll  off  what  was  to 
be  the  biggest  such  robbery  in 
Britain. 

Mr  Viccei,  aged  33,  denied 
the  allegations. 

Mr  John  Mathew,  QC,  for 
Mr  Latiff  suggested  that  Mr 
Viccei  first  terrorized  his  cli¬ 
ent  while  on  a  visit  to  the 
manager’s  home.  “You  pro¬ 
duced  a  gun  which  you  held  to 
his  head”. 

Mr  Mathew  suggested  that, 
for  15  to  20  minutes,  Mr 


Viccei  was  “ranting  and  rav¬ 
ing,  threatening  LatifFs  fam¬ 
ily,  his  mother  and  his  sister 
and  saying  in  the  most  ob¬ 
scene  languange  that  you 
knew  where  they  lived”. 

Mr  Viccei  replied:  “That  is 
not  my  style” 

Mr  Mathew  said:  “You  told 
him  you  looked  upon  yourself 
as  a  killing  machine”. 

He  also  suggested  that,  after 
watching  the  film  Scarf  ace 
many  times,  Mr  Viccei  be¬ 
came  obsessed  with  that 
character  and  allegedly  saw 
himself  as  sharing  the  screen 
villain's  obsession  with  guns, 
violence,  drugs  and  girts. 

Mr  Viccei  denied  the  allega¬ 
tion. 

The  court  was  told  that  the 
defendant  had  a  string  of 
previous  convictions  in  Italy, 
but  Mr  Viccei  said  he  had 
deliberately  confessed  to  Brit¬ 
ish  police  about  five  bank 
raids  in  London  in  an  attempt 
to  be  extradited  to  Italy.  “I 


told  police  a  pack  of  lies”,  he 
said. 

The  court  was  also  told  that 
an  Italian  court  was  set  up  in 
Brixton  prison  after  Mr 
Viccei's  arrest  in  connection 
with  the  Knightsbridge  raid, 
to  try  him  on  terrorist 
charges.  Italian  judges  and 
lawyers  were  flown  to  London 
to  hear  the  trial  in  the  jail 
where  Mr  Viccei  was  on 
remand. 

Mr  Mathew  said:  “You 
were  charged  with  being  a 
party  to  the  attempted  blow¬ 
ing  up  of  an  Italian  railway 
express  in  1974”. 

Mr  Viccei  said:  “Yes”. 

The  court  acquitted  him  of 
involvement  in  the  plot. 

Asked  rf  the  prosecution  in 
Italy  was  appealing  against  the 
verdict,  Mr  Viccei  said  that 
was  not  true.  He  also  denied 
suggestions  that  he  had  been 
involved  with  a  neo-fascist 
terrorist  gang. 

The  trial  continues  today. 


Father  urges  death  penalty 


By  Mark  Souster 

he  father  of  Lorraine  Bai¬ 
rn,  the  photographer  who 
as  murdered,  yesterday 
died  forthe  restoration  of  the 
jath  penalty. 

Mr  Michael  Benson,  aged 
X  said  he  had  long  believed 
iai  hanging  should  be  the 
ultimate  penalty  for 
lUider. 

Speaking  at  his  home  m 
)uth  Norwood,  southeast 
ondon,  where  he  is  comfort- 
g  his  wife.  Plat,  and  two  otbff 
tughters,  Karen,  aged23  and 
uijfe  aged  25,  Mr  Benson 
iid-  “There  is  no  doubt  in  my 

ind  that  capital  punishment 
uuid  and  should  be  the 
timate  deterrent”. 

Mr  Benson,  a  taxi  driven 
hose  daughter  was  murdered 


on  her  way  to  visit  a  friend  in 
Raynes  Park,  south-west 
London,  on  Monday  night, 
said  “I  think  there  should  be  a 
referendum.  This  sort  of  thing 
is  happening  every  week,  ev¬ 
ery  day  almost. 

“There  is  no  deterrent  and 
in  a  civilized  country  like  ours 
there  should  be.” 

An  inquest  into  Miss 
Benson’s  death  was  opened 
and  adjourned  until  January  4 
yesterday  by  Dr  Paul 
Knapman.  the  Westminster 
coroner,  who  ordered  that 
Lorraine’s  body  be  hdd  for 
further  examinations. 

Dr  Rufus  Crompton,  the 
pathologist  who  conducted 
the  post-mortem  examina¬ 
tion,  gave  the  cause  of  death  as 
ligature  strangulation. 

Tests  are  still  being  carried 


y 


out  to  see  whether  she  was 
sexually  attacked. 

Speaking  after  the  inquest 
Detective  Inspector  Arthur 
Benham  said:  “There  is  no 
evidence  at  this  stage  to 
suggest  that  she  had  been 
raped”. 

He  said  police  were  in¬ 
vestigating  possible  links  with 
the  Kingston  rapist,  who  has 
struck  three  times  over  the 
past  four  months  near  stations 
along  the  same  railway  line. 

•  A  group  of  Conservative 
MPs  today  called  on  Mr 
Douglas  Hurd,  the  Home 
Secretary,  to  restore  the  death 
penalty  for  the  murder  of 
police  officers.  The  call  comes 
in  a  Commons  motion  signed 
by  18  backbenchers  in  the 
wake  of  the  shooting  of  a 
policeman  in  Coventry. 


Record  damages  for  road  crash  injury 


A  sports  enthusiast  who  suffered 
irreversible  brain  damage  which  con¬ 
fined  him  to  a  wheelchair  after  he  was 
knocked  down  try  a  car  received 
£938,801  record  road  crash  injury  dam¬ 
ages  in  the  High  Court  in  London 
yesterday. 

Making  the  award  to  Mr  Mark  Bishop, 
aged  22,  Mr  Justice  Otton  praised  as  an 
“inspiration  to  all”  Mr  and  Mrs  William 
Bishop,  his  parents,  who  have  since 
devoted  their  lives  to  caring  for  their  son 
at  their  home  in  Old  Hednesford  Road, 
Cannock,  West  Midlands. 

The  judgp  also  criticized  the  health 
services  for  failing  to  provide  adequate 
support  for  the  family  after  the  accident. 

Giving  judgement  after  a  hearing  at 
Birmingham  High  Court,  Mr  Justice 
Otton  said  he  found  it  “remarkable”  that 
they  had  done  what  they  did  without 
“one  single  day  of  assistance”., -There 
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By  Our  Legal  Affairs  Correspondent 

appears  to  have  been  a  total  lack  of 
support  from  the  health  services.  They 
paid  no  follow-up  visits  and  there  was  no 
assistance  in  the  form  of  equipment  for 
them.” 

The  previous  highest  award  in  respect 
Of  road  crash  injuries  was  £750,000  in 
1987  to  Mr  Robert  Humphries. 

The  highest  damages  award  for  any 
personal  injury  case  was  £1,032,000  in 
July  1987,  to  Mr  Samir  Abonl-Hosn,  a 
brilliant  student  who  suffered  irrevers¬ 
ible  brain  damage  after  an  operation  to 
remove  a  cyst  from  his  brain. 

Mr  Bishop,  who  was  knocked  over  as 
he  crossed  Old  Hednesford  Road, 
Cannock,  in  1984,  was  awarded  damages 
and  costs  against  David  Hannaford,  the 
car  driver,  of  Sherboume  Avenue, 
Hednesford. 

In  1985  he  admitted  reckless  driving. 

The  judge  imposed  a  28-day  stay  on 


payment  of  any  damages  above  £750,000 
pending  consideration  of  an  appeal.  The 
judge  said  Mr  Bishop  suffered  irrevers¬ 
ible  brain  damage  which  left  him 
confined  to  a  wheel  chair,  unable  to 
walk,  stand,  talk  or  understand  anything 
said  to  him. 

Before  the  accident  he  was  a  keen 
sportsman.  Afterwards  he  was  in  hos¬ 
pital  for  eight  months  and  his  parents 
spent  about  six  hours  each  day  by  his 
hospital  bed. 

When  be  was  released  from  hospital 
they  took  on  the  task  of  giving  him  24- 
honr-a-day  care  at  home.  His  father*  who 
bad  been  made  redundant  and  had  plan¬ 
ned  to  start  his  own  business,  abandoned 
those  plans.  His  mother,  who  had  been  a 
partner  at  an  antique  and  second-hand 
ftirniture  shop,  gave  upfier  work. 

The  judge  said:  “It  is  not  going  too  far 
to  say  that  they  are  inspirational”.  . 


- PLUS - 
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New  suits 
for  winner 

Mr  Frank  Lewis,  from 
Herne  Bay,  Kent,  was  one  of 
two  winners  to  share  yes¬ 
terday’s  Portfolio  prize  of 
£4,000. 

Mr  Lewis,  aged  62,  is  a 
retired  caravan  dob  man¬ 
ager,  and  former  Irish 
guardsman.  He  plans  to 
spend  his  win  oa  a  new 
kitchen  and  some  specially 
made  suits. 

“My  wife  nod  I  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  having  a  very  merry 
Christinas  this  year”,  he 
said. 

The  other  winner  was  Mr 
Graham  Wallace,  from 
Brighton,  East  Sussex. 

Man  must 
pay  over 
ex-wife’s 
affair 

By  Frances  Gibb 
Legal  Affairs  Correspondent 

A  divorced  man  must  con¬ 
tinue  paying  maintenance  to 
his  former  wife  so  she  can  slay 
at  home  to  look  after  the 
illegitimate  son  she  had  by 
another  man.  the  Court  of 
Appeal  ruled  yesterday. 

The  decision,  described  by 
the  man's  lawyer  as  “harsh”, 
effectively  means  that  Mr 
John  Fisher,  aged  5$.  a 
managing  director,  is  paying 
for  an  affair  his  wife,  Janet, 
aged  41,  had  three  years  after 
they  split  up  but  before  their 
divorce  decree  was  made 
absolute. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  judges 
agreed  that  former  wives 
should  not  have  "meal  tickets 
for  life”,  but  they  said  the 
child  had  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  They  rejected 
an  attempt  by  Mr  Fisher  to 
end  the  maintenance  order  to 
his  wife.  They  also  ordered 
him  to  pay  the  legal  costs  of 
the  appeal. 

Mr  Fisher  had  contended 
that  earlier  court  decisions 
continuing  the  maintenance 
order  to  his  former  wife, 
because  she  was  unable  to  go 
out  to  work  because  of  her 
i  I  legitimate  son,  were  unfair. 

Bui  Lend  Justice  Purchas. 
sitting  with  Lord  Justices 
Nourse  and  Stuart-Smith,  said 
the  court  was  being  asked  to 
ignore  Mrs  Fisher’s  respon¬ 
sibility  to  her  child  because  it 
was  not  a  child  of  the  family. 

Mrs  Fisher,  of  Swaines 
Way.  Heathfield.  East  Sussex, 
was  awarded  a  decree  nisi  in 
March  1979  on  the  ground 
that  Mr  Fisher,  of  Cross  in 
Hand,  East  Sussex,  had  be¬ 
haved  in  such  a  way  she  could 
no  longer  be  expected  to  live 
with  him. 

The  decree,  which  brought 
to  an  end  the  couple’s  six-year 
marriage,  was  not  made  ab¬ 
solute  until  1982,  however.  In 
1981  Mrs  Fisher  gave  birth  to 
a  son  by  another  man. 

Lord  Justice  Purchas  said 
the  law  now  discouraged 
“meal  ticket  for  life”  mainte¬ 
nance  payments  in  the  case  of 
short  marriages  where  there 
were  no  children. 

But  they  accepted  that  as 
the  child  in  this  case  was  only 
seven,  that  was  an  inhibiting 
factor  in  Mrs  Fisher  seeking 
even  part-time  work. 

In  the  circumstances  it  was 
impossible  to  criticize  the 
eariier  decisions  that  Mrs 
Fisher’s  maintenance  should 
continue.  But  that  as  her 
young  son  got  older  the  time 
would  come,  possibly  in  about 
two  years  lime,  when  her  total 
dependence  on  her  former 
husband  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  continue. 

The  judges  raised  her 
maintenance  from  £5.625  to 
£7,500  a  year  and  that  of  her 
eldest  son  Jonathan,  aged  1 6.  a 
legitimate  son,  to  £2.600  a 
year. 

Train  halted 

A  Glasgow  to  Plymouth 
Intercity  train  crowded  with 
passengers  had  to  make  an 
emergency  stop  at  Westiord, 
Somerset,  earlier  this  week 
after  vandals  tampered  with 
warning  lights  beside  the 
track.  Police  are  questioning 
schoolchildren  in  the  area. 

Boxer  for  trial 

Maurice  Hope,  the  former 
WBC  _  light  middleweight 
champion  accused  of  obstruc¬ 
tion  under  the  Drags  Act  and 
assault  on  police,  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  Snaresbrook  Crown 
Court,  London,  for  trial  by 
Old  Street  magistrates 
yesterday. 

Escapers  held 

David  Fell,  aged  24,  and 
Thomas  Turnbull,  aged  37, 
who  escaped  from  Norwich 
prison  a  fortnight  ago  when 
they  hijacked  a  prison  coach  at 
knifepoint,  were  recaptured 
yesterday  after  police  raided 
council  flats  half  a  mile  from 
the  prison. 

Gty  yearning 

A  campaign  to  turn  Mrs 
Margaret  Thatcher's  home 
town  of  Grantham,  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  into  a  city  was  launched 
by  counriUors  yesterday.  The 
first  move  is  to  try  to  get  the 
parish  church  of  St  Wulfram's 
designated  a  cathedral. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


TELEVISION 


•  The  countdown  is  on. 


45  days  to  go  and  Sky 


Television  will  be 


broadcasting  an  unrivalled 


selection  of  programme 


choice.  Whether  you  want 


to  be  entertained  or _ 


informed.  Sky  will  give  you 
the  option  _ _ 


THE  RIGHT  CHOICE 


HUGE  MOVIE  DEAL 


•  More  fabulous  films  are  headed  for  Sky  Movies  as  Britain’s  leader  in 
satellite  television  signs  with  another  major  Hollywood  studio.  Warner 
Brothers  joins  Twentieth  Century  Fox  and  Touchstone;  more  are  to  come 


SKY  MOVIES  will  make 
your  day  —  every  day!  Qint 
Eastwood  and  Harrison  Ford 
are  coming  to  Sky  in  two  new 
smash  hit  films  that  guar¬ 
antee  even  more  thrills  on 
Britain’s  first  and  finest  film 
channel. 

Signed  by  Sky  for  its  British 
television  premiere  is 
Eastwood  in  Dead  Pool,  in 
which  he  returns  to  his  fabu¬ 
lous  role  as  Dirty  Harry,  the 
toughest  cop  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

And  Harrison  Ford  is  com¬ 
ing  to  Sky  in  Frantic,  the  new 
thriller  in  which  he  is  caught 
in  a  web  of  international  ter¬ 
rorism  and  intrigue. 

It  adds  up  to  even  more 
proof  that  viewers  are  certain 
to  be  the  big  winners  when 
they  get  in  the  beam  of  Sky 
Movies. 

The  new  film  deal  with 
Warner  is  the  third  signed  by 
Sky  with  top  Hollywood  stu¬ 
dios.  Twentieth  Century  Fox 
and  Disney’s  Touchstone  are 
already  on  board! 

The  multi-million  dollar 
deal  means  that  films  that 
haven’t  even  been  released 
yet  have  already  been  re¬ 
served  specially  for  subscrib¬ 
ers  to  Sky  Movies  before 
they’re  televised  anywhere 
else. 

Sky  Movies’  deal  with 
Warner  guarantees  that  the 
hit  films  will  keep  on  coming. 
Coming  up  are  such  hits  as: 


•  Stanley  Kubrick’s 
disturbing  Full  Metal  Jacket, 
the  tough,  uncompromising 
vision  of  the  Vietnam  war. 

•  Witches  of  Easrwick, 
with  the  all-star  cast  of  Jack 
Nicholson,  Cher,  Susan 
Sarandon  and  Michelle 
Pfieffer. 

•  Nuts,  marking  Barbara 
Striesand’s  return  to  the  mov¬ 
ies,  alongside  Richard  Drey- 
fuss. 

•  Police  Academy  4,  the 
smash  hit  comedy  with  Steve 
Guttenberg. 

•  The  Lost  Boys,  the  cult 
horror-comedy,  and  Joe  Dan¬ 
te’s  Innerspace. 

These  top  movies  are  all  in 
addition  to  the  hit  films  being 
provided  by  Twentieth  Cen¬ 
tury  Fox  which  include  Wall 
Street,  Broadcast  News, 
Aliens,  The  Fly,  Star  Wars 
,and  Jumping  Jade  Flash. 


Hie  best  of  the  classics  will 
also  be  on  Sky  Movies  —  pic¬ 
tures  such  as  The  Sound  of 
Music  and  South  Pacific. 

“We  now  have  an  unbeat¬ 
able  list  of  movies,”  said  An¬ 
drew  Neil,  executive 
chairman  of  Sky  television. 
“Warner  has  a  wonderful 
reputation  for  distributing 
films  that  work  extremely 
well  in  the  UK.” 

Added  Bob  Daly,  chairman 
of  Warner  Brothers:  “I  am 
sure  this  is  the  start  of  a  long 
and  very  positive  relationship 
with  Sky.” 

Sky  Movies  offers  viewers 
the  best  and  most  exciting 
bargain  in  Britain.  Sky  Mov¬ 
ies  costs  just  £12  a  month, 
and  viewers  can  watch  all  the 
thrills  on  the  film  channel  as 
well  as  the  family  enter¬ 
tainment  on  The  Disney 
Channel. 


Coming  to  Sky  Movies:  Harrison  Ford  and  EmmanueHe  Seigner  in  the  thrflter  Frantic;  Jack  Nicholson  in  the  steamy  Witches  of  Eastwick 


Six  new  Sky  channels  for  just  £199 


UNLIMITED  choice  and  un¬ 
limited  entertainment  are 
heading  to  your  television  set. 
Sky’s  Astra  satellite  is  safely  in 
orbit  and  ready  to  bring  the 
television  revolution  to  your 
home. 


With  the  countdown  at  45 
days  before  the  first  pro¬ 
grammes  go  on  the  air.  Sky  is 
getting  ready  to  launch  Brit¬ 
ain’s  biggest  and  brightest 
entertainment  schedule. 


to  the  best  in  the  arts,  along 
with  the  top  entertainment 
shows  and  family  programmes. 

Starting  February  5,  you’ll 
be  able  to  watch  Sky  Channel, 
Europe’s  leading  enter¬ 
tainment  station  offering  soap 
operas,  rock  music,  game 


shows,  mini-series  and  made- 
fbr-tdevision  films. 

You’ll  also  get  Sky  News, 
Britain’s  first  24-hour  news  sta¬ 
tion,  with  top  presenters  and 
reporters  covering  the  big  sto¬ 
ries  when  the  news  is  still  hot. 

Among  the  latest  batch  of 


All  you  need  to  join  in  the 
fun  is  a  satellite  dish  —  they  go 
on  sale  after  Christmas,  with 
prices  starting  at  just  £199. 

And  Sky  works  with  your 
current  TV  set  —  there’s  no 
need  to  buy  a  new  one  to 
watch. 


The  six-channel  Sky  pack¬ 
age  is  the  best  bargain  in 
Britain,  with  something  for 
everyone  in  the  family  —  from 
news  to  sport,  blockbuster  films 


quality  recruits  to  the  Sky 
News  team  are  the  award-win¬ 
ning  journalist  Howard  Foster, 
formerly  of  the  Daily  Mail,  To¬ 
day  and  The  Times,  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Ellis,  previously  a  reporter 
on  The  Sunday  Times  and 
New  York  correspondent  for 
The  Sun. 


Sport  action  will  be  on  call 
on  Eurosport,  a  channel  of 
non-stop  tennis,  golf;  football, 
rugby,  basketball  and  the  other 
top  sports. 


Disney  Channel,  the  world’s 
best  family  entertainment  net¬ 
work!  The  Disney  Channel,  al¬ 
ready  a  smash  hit  in  America, 
features  programmes  for  the 
children  during  the  day,  shows 
for  the  whole  family  in  die  eve¬ 
ning,  and  films  and  specials  of 
interest  to  the  grown-ups  at 
night. 


Sky  scoop 
top  war 
journalist 
from  BBC 


Sky  Arts,  Britain’s  perfor¬ 
mance  channel,  will  offer  a 
feast  of  culture  —  drama, 
music,  opera  and  the  visual 
arts. 


Margaret  Thatcher  at  Astra’s  Luxembourg  headquarters 


And  there’s  a  fabulous  extra¬ 
value  film  and  family  enter¬ 
tainment  package,  too.  For  just 
£12  each  month,  viewers  can 
tune  to  Sky  Movies,  Britain’s 
first  and  best  satellite  film 
channel,  as  well  as  the  fabulous 


Now  your  family  can  join  in 
the  fun  of  the  Magic  Kingdom, 
without  leaving  home! 

Viewers  who  buy  the  dish  for 
Sky  can  be  sure  they’re  ready 
for  the  future.  In  the  months 
ahead,  even  more  English-lan¬ 
guage  programming  will  be¬ 
come  available  on  our  Astra 
satellite,  in  two  years,  when  a 
second  satellite  is  launched, 
there  will  be  up  to  32  channels 
to  chose  from. 


THE  BBC’s  most  experienced 
war  correspondent,  award-win¬ 
ner  Christopher  Morris,  is  join¬ 
ing  the  prestigious  line-up  of 
Sky  News  presenter/reporters. 
Christopher  Morris  leaves  the 
BBC  after  21  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  reported 
from  more  than  60  countries, 
many  of  them  war  zones. 


Sky  is  the  new  wave  in  tele¬ 
vision  —  and  it  will  be  here  in 
just  45  days! 


SKY  LINES 


ssfssr,  m?  High  street  dish  bonanza 


COME  ON  DOWN 
Top-rating  game  show, 
The  Price  Is  Right, 
returns  to  British 
screens  next  year  on 
Sky  Channel. 

This  big  prize  game 
show  will  be  made  at 
Central  TV’s 
Nottingham  studios  by 
Talbot  Television. 
There’ll  be  lots  of 
prizes  and  a  new 
presenter  for  the  new 
look  Price  Is  Right 


if  you  can  get  together 
a  party  of  20-45  people 


who  would  like  to 
“Come  on  down”, 
write  with  an  SAE  to: 
Audiences,  The  Price 
Is  Right,  East  Midlands 


SPOT  THE  TALENT 
Pot  of  Gold  is  an 
exciting  talent  show 
making  its  debut  on 
Sky  Channel  next 
February.  Artists  will 
come  from  many 
different  walks  of  life, 
ranging  from 
traditional  vocalists 
and  stand-up  comics 
to  rock  bands  and 
contortionists. 

If  you  want  to  show  off 
your  talent  on  satellite 
TV,  write  with  an  SAE 
to  Pot  of  Gold,  Reg 
Grundy  Productions, 
Johnson  House, 
Coronation  Road,  Park 
Royal,  London  NW10 
7QE. 


PRODUCTION  of  the  24” 
Amstrad  Fidelity  dish  is  in  full 
swing  at  Concentric  Ltd  in  West 
Bromwich.  This  company  has 
been  chosen  to  produce  up  to 
one  million  dishes  next  year. 


In  keeping  with  Chairman  Alan. 
Sugar’s  pledge,  made  at  the 
launch  of  Sty  Television  in. 
June,  more  than  half  of  the 
components  will  be  made  in 
Great  Britain. 


•  HIGH  street  stores  across  can  walk  into  any  Dixons  or 
Britain  are  gearing-up  to  meet  Currys  store  and  ask  all  about 
the  satellite  TV  demand  in  the  satellite  TV. 

New  Year-  Interested  customers  Dishes  from  £199.99  to 

£259  in  these  stores,  and  there’s 
a  priority  booking  form  to 
reserve  satellite  systems  today 
and  beat  the  rush  after 


'The  clamour  from  the  retailers 
has  been  deafening”,  said 
Amstrad  Group  Sales  and 
Marketing  Director,  Malcolm 
Miller.  “We  know  that  satellite 
televirion  is  going  to  be  a  great 
success.” 


Amstrad  Fidelity  equipment  will 
be  in  the  shops  after  Christmas, 
ready  far  the  February  launch  of 
Sty  Television. 


Alan  Sugar' 


“Most  customers  wffl.  want 
theft  dishes  professionally 
metalled  Co  the  highest 
standards,”  said  Dixons  Snores 
Group  MJX  John  Clare.  “We 
are  establishing  a  dedicated 
team  offering  the  best  satellite 
system  installation  and  after 
sales  support. 

“Installation  is  expected  to 
cost  about  £65,  so  for  a  total 
outlay  of  well  under  £300  our 
customers  will  be  able  to  more 
than  double  their  viewing 
options.” 


Chris  Morris 

Morris  has  reported  from 
war-tom  territories  including 
Argentina  during  the  Falfc- 
lands  conflict,  Lebanon,  the 
Gulf,  Nicaragua  and  Northern 
Ireland.  He  has  been  in  the 
firing  line  on  several  occasions 
in  his  efforts  to  get  his  story  to 
air.  Morris  was  also  the  only 
TV  journalist  to  accompany 
Bob  Geldof  on  all  his  visits  to 
famine-stricken  Africa.  He 
leaves  Australia,  where  he  is 
correspondent  for  both  the 
BBC  and  The  Times,  to  join 
Sky  News. 

Sky  News  has  also  hired  Tim 
Miles,  Fleet  Street’s  most  re¬ 
spected  crime  reporter,  to 
cover  crime  stories  for  Sky. 
Miles,  former  Daily  Mail  news 
editor  and  Sun  journalist,  re¬ 
cently  turned  playwright, 
dramatising  a  murder  he 
covered  as  a  reporter. 
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Ministry  accused 
of  mismanagement 
on  dockyards  switch 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 


HOME  NEWS 


By  Martin  Fletcher,  Political  Reporter 

The  Ministry  of  Defence  has  opposition  from  MPs  and  judgement' 

trade  unions. 

The  ministry  publicly  pre¬ 
dicted  savings  of  £162  million 
over  seven  years,  hut  the 
committee  says  in  its  report 
that  those  costings  were  based 
on  many  uncertainties  and 


been  accused  of  ■oictpirpd 
mismanagement  over  the 
privatization  of  the  royal 
dockyards  at  Devonport  and 
Rosyth. 

A  report  published  yes¬ 
terday  by  the  Conservative- 


controlled  Commons  public  invalid  assumptions!  indud- 
accounts  committee  said  the’  ing  an  over-pessimistic  view 
introduction  of  commercial  of  the  savings  that  could  have 
mana^mcnt  had  done  prao-  been  achieved  under  contin- 
tically  nothing  to  increase  uing  government  manage- 


competition  in  warship  work. 
The  MPs  doubted  expected 
savings  at  the  dockyards  and 
accused  the  ministry  of  reneg¬ 
ing  on  undertakings  and 
withholding  information. 


ment 

The  MPs  say  the  MoD 
“exaggerated  the  cost  benefits 
in  the  short  term**  and  that 
“future  savings  on  the  scale 
claimed  will  be  difficult  to 


Mr  Martin  O'Neill,  shadow  achieve",  particularly  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Defence,  ministry's  warship  refit  pro- 
said;  “This  report  confirms  gramme  bad  been  reduced. 


the  worst  fears  many  of  us 
expressed  in  the  run-up  to 
privatization.  There  was  al¬ 
ways  a  worry  that  this  un¬ 
necessary  process  was  being 
carried  through  in  order  to 
prove  the  resolve  of  the  MoD 
to  be  as  ideologically  sound  as 
the  other  privatizing  min¬ 
istries.” 

Mr  Robert  Sheldon,  the 
committee  chairman,  said  the 
report  showed  “considerable 
uncertainty  about  the  benefits 
of  the  changeover  to  commer¬ 
cial  management”.  Devon¬ 
port  was  transferred  to  a 
consortium  called  Devonport 
Management  Ltd,  and  Rosyth 
to  Babcock  Thorn  in  April 
1987,  in  spate  of  widespread 


The  ministry  had  originally 
promised  direct  comparison 
between  the  performance  of 
the  dockyards  under  its  own 
and  under  commercial 
management,  but  now  said 
that  was  impossible. 

The  ministry  had  promised 
competition  from  the  outset 
between  the  dockyards  and 
other  private  companies. 

In  feet,  the  MoD  planned  to 
invite  lenders  for  just  one 
warship  refit  before  1994. 

Most  ministry  work  would  go 
to  the  dockyards.  Bids  for  the 
commercial  management  con¬ 
tracts  lacked  important 
information. 

The  ministry  admitted  that 
in  the  end  a  “subjective  ■  Office; 


had  to  be  made 

about  bids. 

The  MPs  were  scathing 
about  the  performance  of  the 
dockyards  in  the  ron-up  to  the 
transfer.  “Delays  were  re¬ 
ported  on  many  projects,  the 
poor  standard  of  refit  work  on 
one  submarine  was  the  subject 
ofa  ministry  board  of  inquiry, 
and  the  standard  of  other  jobs 
was  also  adversely  affected.” 

The  committee  ordered  a 
special  investigation  by  the 
National  Audit  Office  alter  Dr 
David  Owen,  the  SDP  leader 
and  MP  for  Devonport,  pro¬ 
duced  evidence  suggesting  the 
Government  knew  before  the 
1987  general  election  that 
there  would  be  3,400  redun¬ 
dancies  at  Devonport  but  kept 
quiet  about  it. 

The  audit  office  exonerated 
the  ministry  from  having 
given  the  committee  inaccu¬ 
rate  information,  but  the  MPS 
said  they  were  “concerned" 
that  the  ministry  did  not  tell 
them  ofits  planned  reductions 
in  woridoad  for  the  dockyards. 

They  were  “surprised”  al 
the  760  staff  employed  in  the 
body  set  np  by  the  MoD  to 
manage  its  relations  with  the 
Dockyards.  This  was  three 

timnsat  many  as  fha  organ  rea- 

tion  it  replaced. 

Public  Accounts  Committee: 
Ministry  of  Defence:  Transfer  of 
Royal  Dockyards  to  Commer¬ 
cial  Management  (Stationery 


Management 
'  £630). 


Father  Christmas  arrives  early 


JAMES  MORGAN 


000  charities  in  the  South-east  will  benefit  from  the  scheme. 


Soldier  made  bomb  ‘because  he  was  bored’ 


A  soldier  denied  yesterday  that  he 
intended  to  harm  anyone  when  be 
planted  a  bomb  which  “totally  ruined" 
the  hie  ofa  boy  aged  four. 

James  Cobb,  aged  19,  a  private  in  the 
Royal  Green  Jackets,  of  Putney,  south¬ 
west  London,  told  a  jury  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  that  he  was  on  leave 
when  he  made  the  bomb  as  an 
experiment.  He  was  bored. 

He  put  materials  in  a  plastic  bottle  and 


used  part  of  a  hand  grenade  as  a 
detonator,  hiding  the  device  by  a  wall 
near  his  home. 

Mr  Cobb  claimed  be  intended  making 
a  firework-type  device  which  would  “go 
off  with  a  big  bang”. 

He  said:  “I  knew  what  I  was  doing  but 
1  didn't  think  about  the  consequences.  I 
wasn't  thinking  about  safety.” 

The  court  was  told  that  a  neighbour's 
son,  Michael  Walsh,  picked  up  the  bottle 


out  of  curiosity,  thinking  it  contained  a 
drink.  The  bomb  explodoL  covering  him 
in  a  a  blazing,  slickly  substance  which 
turned  him  into  a  fireball. 

Neighbours  saved  his  life  by  beating 
out  the  flames  but  he  suffered  ghastly 
injuries  and  is  scarred  for  life. 

Mr  Cobb  denies  using  explosives  with 
intent  to  injure  and  causing  grievous 
bodily  harm. 

The  trial  was  adjourned  until  today. 


De  Savary 
plans  for 
a ‘mini 
Venice’ 

Mr  Peter  de  Savary  unveiled 
plans  yesterday  io  turn  a 
Victorian  seaside  resort  into  a 
modem,  £200  million  mini- 
Venice. 

He  hopes  to  create  a  huge 
leisure,  bousing  and  business 
park  surrounded  by  water  at 
Weston-super-Mare.  Avon.  It 
approved,  the  park  coukl  be 
ready  for  the  opening  of  the 
single  European  market  in 
1992. 

Mr  De  Savory's  plan  to 
transform  a  former  airstrip  at 
Weston  will  create  3,000 jobs. 
The  420-acre  she,  involves 
light  industrial  units  and 
workshops;  waterside  homes 
divided  by  canals;  leisure 
feci  lilies,  including  artificial 
ski  dopes,  a  rowing  lake  and 
an  Olympic-size  swimming 
pool;  and  a  luxurious  hotel 
and  heli-port. 

Mr  Mr  Nigel  Massey.  Mr 
De  Savory's  marketing  direc¬ 
tor,  said:  “The  plan  has  been 
likened  to  Venice  —  there  will 
be  a  lot  of  water  there.  We 
hope  people  will  enjoy  living 
there.  Mr  de  Savory’s  commit¬ 
ment  is  to  responsible  social 
planning. 

Mr  De  Savary,  co-ordinat¬ 
ing  the  scheme  for  Leisure 
Investment,  will  submit  an 
outline  planning  application 
in  February.  He  chose  Weston 
for  its  excellent  communica¬ 
tion  links  by  motorway,  air, 
and  sea. 

‘in  this  country  wc  arc 
missing  the  boat”,  he  said. 
“People  across  the  water  have 
the  initiative.  With  the  Wes¬ 
ton  Europark,  wc  arc  doing 
something  about  iL” 


,  French  to  create 
1,000  Ulster  jobs 

By  Tira  Jones,  Employment  Affairs  Correspondent 


More  than  1,000  jobs  will  be 
created  in  Northern  Ireland  as 
a-  result  of  a  £90 million 
investment  programme  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday,  which  will 
bring  work  to  one  of  Britain’s 
worst  unemployment  blade- 
spots  and  help  to  counter  in¬ 
ternational  criticism,  particu¬ 
larly  from  the  United  States 
that  not  enough  is  done  to 
help  out-of-work  Roman 
Catholics. 

Montupet,  the  French  com¬ 
pany,  said  it  was  to  set  up  a 
high-tech  factory  producing 
aluminium  castings  for  car 
engines  on  the  site  once  used 
by  the  De  Lorean  sports  car 
company  on  the  edge  of 
republican  west  Belfest. 

Mr  Tom  King,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Northern  Ireland, 
said  the  investment,  backed 
by  the  Industrial  Develop¬ 
ment  Board,  bore  “no  com¬ 
parison  at  all”  with  the  De 
Lorean  affeir. 

Amid  a  political  storm,  Mr 
John  De  Lorean’s  “gull- 
winged”  sports  car  venture 
crashed  with  the  loss  of 
£77  million  of  taxpayers* 
money  in  1982.  Only  about 
£6  million  was  recovered. 

However,  Mr  King  refused 
to  comment  on  reports  that  at 
least  half  of  the  £90  million 
investment  was  being  funded 
by  the  taxpayer.  Financial 
details  of  the  deal  were  “com¬ 
mercially  confidential”. 

He  said  the  investment  was 
the  biggest  single  project  yet 
to  be  secured  by  the  dev¬ 
elopment  board  and  the  larg¬ 
est  initial  investment  made  by 
any  overseas  company  in 
Northern  Ireland.  Most  of  the 


output  from  the  factory,  at 
winch  production  is  scheduled 
to  begin  in  early  1990,  will  go 
to  the  Ford  plant  at  Bridgend 
in  South  Wales. 

It  will  employ  about  920 
within  five  years  and  another 
110  wQ  be  recruited  to  staff  a 
toolroom  at  a  site  yet  to  be 
decided. 

Montupet  decided  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  plant  in  Northern 
Ireland  after  considering  sites 
in  England,  Wales,  Spain  and 
Portugal. 

Mr  Stephane  Magnan,  the 
Montupet  chairman,  said  ter¬ 
rorism  had  not  influenced  the 
decision.  “It  is  very  different 
when  you  look  at  it  on 
television  and  when  you  are  in 
the  country." 

He  said  tire  question  of 
terrorism  had  bothered  them 
in  the  beginning  bat,  after 
visiting  the  province,  they 
found  it  was  not  a  significant 
problem. 

Mr  Marc  Majus,  the  finan¬ 
cial  controller,  said:  “The 
Government’s  support  is  sig¬ 
nificant  but  it  is  not  the  main 
factor  why  we  chose  Belftst- 
The  people,  the  availability  of 
labour,  an  existing  budding 
which  means  we  can  start 
production  more  easily  and 
marketing  issues  played  their 
part.” 

Mr  King  said;  “This  is  more 
good  news  for  jobs  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  al  the  end  ofa  year 
that  has  seen  a  substantial  fall 
in  unemployment”. 

Last  month,  Daewoo,  the 
Korean  company,  announced 
plans  to  build  a  video  recorder 
factory  in  the  province,  creat¬ 
ing  500 jobs. 


Extradition  plea 
in  drugs  ring  case 


o  men  charged  hi  conneo 
i  with  a  drug  smuggling 
g  involving  Howard 
iks.  the  drugs  baron,  faced 
radition  proceedings  to  the 
ited  States  at  Bow  Street 
igistrates'  Court,  central 
ndon,  yesterday, 
rhey  were  alleged  to  .have 
isied  in  the  conspiracy  — 
iefa  obtained  cannabis  and 
rijuana  from  communist 
intrics  for  supply  along  the 
rt  coast  of  the  US  —  by 
(plying  false  passports  or 
vel  arrangements. 

ames  Newton,  aged  56,  a 
icitor,  of  Kinnenon  Place, 
ightsbridge,  west  London, 
i  BaJendo  Lo,  aged  29,  a 
yel  agent,  of  The  Avenue, 
mdesbury  Park,  London, 
both  accused  of  conspiring 
import  dangerous  drugs 
o  the  state  of  Florida. 

Ai  Alun  Jones,  represent- 
thc  US  Government,  said 
two  became  involved  in 
drugs  scene  after  their 
ociatton  with  Howard 
irks,  who  is  in  Spain  await- 
extradition. 

dr  Newton,  who  is  alleged 
have  supplied  passports  to 
“organization”  was  said  to 
,e  been  aware  of  the 


was  introduced  to 
5  through  Lord  Moyru- 
the  half  brother  of  Mr 
Moynihan,  Minister  for 

t  the  virtuous  supply  of 
ons  he  [Newtonl  was 
>  part  in  that  conspir- 
W  Jones  said.  . 
is  part  played  by  Lo  s  he 


supplied  travel  arrangements 
and  assisted  in  the  conspiracy 
by  helping  and  advising  How¬ 
ard  Marks  about  laundering 
money  by  using  his  position  as 
a  travel  agent”,  he  said, 
explaining  that  Mr  Lo  bad 
suggested  purchasing  airline 
vouchers  which  could  be  sold 
in  other  countries. 

“Howard  Marks  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  conspirator  in  this  case”, 
Mr  Jones  said.  “It  is  clear  on 
the  face  of  documents  that  he 
had  been  involved  for  the 
greater  part  of  20  years  in 
importing  cannabis  in  the 
US.” 

Mr  Jones  said  Marks  was 
involved  in  “cultivating  and 
the  movement  of  cannabis  on 
a  global  scale  and  the  target  in 
America  was  the  West  Coast" 

Mr  Jones  said  Marks  had 
told  Lord  Moynihan  that  if  he 
were  ever  arrested  in  Spain  on 
extradition  chaises,  he  had 
enough  money  to  buy  his  way 

out  ,  , 

“He  is  a  highly  unusal  and 

accomplished  criminal  who 
makes  no  secret  that  he  is  an 
international  drug  smuggler”, 
Mr  Jones  said. 

He  Lord  Moynihan 
first  met  Marks  frt  his  home  in 
the  Philippines  in  1985. 

He  had  then  received  an 
autographed  autobiography  of 
Marks  which  portrayed  him  as 
a  “notorious  and  glamorous 
figure”  or  as  a  “cult  hero”. 

Lord  Moynihan  said  in  a 
statement  Marks  “Wanted  to 
start  drug  cultivating  m  the 
Philippines”  and  would  pay 
more  than  £1  million. 


Xtra  muscle. 
Instant! 
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£500+  =  740%  net 
£2,000+  =  7.65%  net 

_  '-S+m 

£5.000+  =  8.15%  net 


£10,000+  =8.40%  net 


Build  up  your  savings  with 
Halifax  Instant  Xtra. 

You’ll  get  a  powerful  rate  of 
interest  right  from  the  start 

What's  more  you  don't 
lose  any  interest  when  you  take 
your  money  out.  There's  no 
penalty  for  instant  access. 

Which  means  you  won’t 
miss  out  on  any  opportunity 
you’d  like  to  take.  Whether  it’s 
buying  a  car  or  a  hi-fi,  booking 
a  holiday  or  even  joining  a 
health  club. 

You  can  start  with  as  little 
as  £500,  it’ll  bring  you  7.40% 
net  immediately. 


And  with  Instant  Xtra 
we  constantly  monitor  your 
investment 

The  more  you  put  in,  the 
more  you  benefit  Till  you  get 
the  real  muscle  of  our  top  rate 
of  8.40%  net,  at  £10,000. 

If  withdrawing  or  adding 
money  changes  your  balance 
band,  the  rate  is  automatically 
adjusted. 

Even  if  you  go  below  £500, 
your  investment  still  gets 
our  normal  Paid  Up  Share  rate 
(currently  5.50%  net). 

So  get  into  Halifax  Instant 
Xtra  and  get  a  healthy  return 
.  on  your  investment 


Instant  Xtra 

i  Instant  access,  extra  interest 

To:  Halifax  Building  Society  (Ref  IKW),  Freepost 
'  Trinity  Road,  Halifax,  West  Yorkshire  HX1  2BR. 

(No  samp  required). 

I/We  enclose  a  cheque,  no: 

\  _  farfi _ 

(minimum  investment  £500) 
to  be  invested  in  a  Halifax  Instant  Xtra  account 
l/We  accept  the  terms,  conditions  and/or  regula- 
j  tions  affecting  the  account  for  the  time  being 
in  force. 


-  FULL  NAM£(5)_ 


ADDRESS. 


.POSTCODE. 


SIGNATURES). 


DATE. 


T1/IX 


By  opaline  an  InsuntXira  account  you  become  a  member  of  ihe  Society  and  are  bound  by  ihe  Rules  A  copy  or  the  Society’s  Rules  is  available, 
on  request  at  any  branch  office  All  interest  rates  quoted  art  of  liability  to  basic  me  income  us  and  are  variable  New  interest  rates  are 
applied  from  lu  October.  1988.  Withdrawals  of  up  to  E250  in  cash  or  EfflOjODO  by  cheque  may  be  made  without  poor  arrangement  at  any 
^vfili»!!Mwy<w jwailnwiwi nflitwilfipitwi,  Maltfer BiiiUingtonMy. Trinity RomL Haitian WtSI Yorkshire. HX3 2BS. 
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Moscow  ‘shame’  at  failure  to  join  aid  and  disaster  programmes 


From  Mary  Dejevsky 
Moscow 

The  Soviet  Foreign  Minister,  Mr 
Eduard  Shevardnadze,  has  said 
that  his  country  should  be 
ashamed  of  its  failure  to  join 
united  Nations  aid  and  riio«rf*T 
relief  programmes. 

He  defended  Soviet  diplomats 
against  recent  domestic  criticism 
of  the  Foreign  Ministry's  perfor¬ 
mance  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
Armenian  earthquake.  Their  con¬ 
sciences,  he  said,  are  clear. 

In  tone  and  in  content,  his 
interview  was  one  of  the  frankest 
and  most  clearly  committed  to 
human  rights  and  international 
openness  to  have  been  beard  from 
a  high-ranking  Soviet  official  since 
Mr  Gorbachov  came  to  power.  It 


dearly  sets  him  apart  from  some 
members  of  the  leadership, 
including  the  new  secretary  in 
charge  of  ideology,  Mr  Vadim 
Medvedev,  and  Mr  Yegor  ligach- 
ov,  who  is  now  responsible  for 
agriculture.  Both  seem  to  take  a 
much  more  cautious  approach  to 
such  subjects. 

Mr  Shevardnadze's  remarks 
came  in  the  course  of  an  interview 
he  gave  to  the  Russian  language 
edition  of  the  weekly  Moscow 
News,  before  setting  out  for  Japan. 
It  followed  a  special  meeting  of 
Soviet  diplomats  in  Moscow, 
called  to  discuss  foreign  policy 
after  Mr  Gorbachov’s  address  to 
the  UN  General  Assembly. 

Mr  Shevardnadze  noted  that  the 
Soviet  Union  intended  to  mount  a 


close  study  of  international  stan¬ 
dards  of  human  rights  in  the  new 
year  with  a  view  to  making  Soviet 
practice  conform  mo re  dosely  to 
that  of  other  countries. 

He  conceded  that  there  were 
still  paps  in  Soviet  human  rights 
provisions  and  said  that  p»«Png  a 
Jaw  on  entry  and  exit  into  die 
country  was  a  matter  of  urgency, 
as  was  a  law  on  freedom  of 
conscience.  The  Soviet  Union 
should,  he  said,  aim  to  join  the 
UN  and  European  conventions 
relating  to  human  rights. 

In  the  past,  he  said,  reservations 
had  reflected  fear  of  international 
monitoring  mechanisms,  because 
they  looked  like  a  threat  to 
sovereignty,  but  now  these  had 
been  accepted  in  arms  control.  In 


one  of  the  most  direct  statements 
about  human  rights  to  come  from 
any  Soviet  leader,  Mr  Shevar¬ 
dnadze  said  that  Soviet  people 
needed  strict  and  full  guarantees 
of  their  rights  and  freedoms. 

On  Soviet  participation  in  the 
United  Nations,  he  said  that  with 
hindsight,  the  Soviet  Union’s 
failure  to  take  part  in  UN  consul¬ 
tative  groups  dealing  with  aid  for 
the  least  developed  countries  and 
the  UN  Disaster  Relief  Organiza¬ 
tion  were  unjustified. 

“There  was  a  time,"  be  said, 
^wben  we  even  voted  against 
increasing  the  funds  of  the  disaster 
relief  operation.  This  time,  the 
disaster  has  happened  in  our 
homeland,  and  the  bureau 
offered  u>  help  co-ordinate  the 


international  relief  effort  and  as¬ 
sist  the  victims  of  the  earthquake 
in  Armenia.  What,  other  than 
shame,  can  we  feel  today  about  the 
shortsightedness  of  our  former 
position?” 

There  were  other  areas,  too.  like 
consumer  affairs  and  inter¬ 
national  legislation,  where  the 
Soviet  Union  had  effectively 
opted  out  of  UN  work,  but  which 
it  now  recognized  had  a  direct 
relation  to  perestroika,  it  now  had 
to  make  up  for  lost  time. 

In  an  implicit  criticism  of  the 
follow-up  to  Mr  Gorbachov’s  UN 
speech,  Mr  Shevardnadze  mid 
that  people  had  rightly  asked 
which  tanks  the  Soviet  Union  was 
proposing  to  scrap  —  new  ones  or 
old  ones,  and  how  was  this  going 


to  be  monitored.  These  questions 
had  to  be  answered  honestly. 

The  Soviet  Union  had  to  state 
which  tanks  it  intended  to  destroy 
and  within  what  timescale.  This 
could  not  be  done  at  once  because 
it  required  liaison  with  the  De¬ 
fence  Ministry  and  other  govern¬ 
ment  bodies,  but  it  needed  zo  be 
done  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  first  detailed  plans  for  the 
troop  withdrawals  were  being 
worked  out  and  should  be  avail¬ 
able  at  the  beginning  of  next  year. 

Mr  Shevardnadze  also  com¬ 
mented  on  the  international  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  earthquake  in 
Armenia.  What  was  remarkable, 
he  said,  was  that  “our  pain  became 
the  pain  of  the  whole  world.  In 
those  tragic  days  the  world 


community  looked  at  us  afresh, 
and  saw  in  the  Soviet  people, 
perhaps  for  the  first  time  for  more 
than  40  years,  not  an  abstract  mass 
of  people,  but  brothers  in 
misfortune” 

Mr  Shevardnadze  admitted  that 
the  ministry  had  been  caught 
unprepared.  But  he  said  that  no 
one  could  be  held  personally 
responsible. 

He  had  praise  for  Soviet  dip¬ 
lomats.  The  first  offers  of  help 
from  abroad,  he  said,  came 
through  diplomatic  channels,  and 
they  were  not  rejected  as  they  had 
been  in  the  past.  Indeed,  he  said, 
“our  foreign  colleagues  were  so 
used  to  the  traditional  hostility  to 
offers  from  outside  that  they 
started  to  thank  us”. 


Tokyo  relations  stay  frosty  Garland  greeting  for  Soviet  minister 

despite  Shevardnadze  visit 


From  Joe  Joseph,  Tokyo 


Mr  Eduard  Shevardnadze,  the 
Soviet  Foreign  Minister,  left 
Tokyo  yesterday  with  little  to 
show  for  a  visit  designed  to 
defrost  the  Soviet  Union's 
relations  with  Japan,  pave  the 
way  for  a  peace  treaty  and 
possibly  even  fix  a  date  for 
President  Gorbachov  to  visit 
next  year. 

The  outcome  gives  little  joy 
to  either  country,  although 
Japan  feels  the  more  betrayed. 

Although  both  agreed  to  set 
up  a  committee  to  discuss  the 
.four  islands  in  the  Kurile 
chain  off  northern  Japan,  to 
which  Japan  lays  claim  but 
.  which  have  been  occupied  by 
the  Soviet  Union  since  1 945, 
the  slow  progress  increases 
uncertainty  about  the  dialogue 
between  the  two  mightiest 
powers  in  the  Asia-Pacific 
region-  More  broadly,  it  is  a 
.hiccup  in  Mr  Gorbachov's 
efforts  to  repair  neglected 
relationships  in  Asia. 

Japan  and  the  Soviet  Union 
offered  each  other  a  ladder  to 
climb  down,  but  neither  was 
keen  to  descend.  Their  posit¬ 
ions,  said  a  senior  Japanese 
official,  “differed  completely” 
on  what  has  become  the  main 
obstacle  —  a  territorial  dispute 
that  has  poisoned  Japan- 
Soviet  relations  for  decades. 

After  talking  candidly  and 
heatedly  for  three  days,  Mr 
Shevardnadze  and  Mr  Sosuke 
Uno,  his  Japanese  counter¬ 
part,  said  diplomatically  that 
while  the  bond  was  still  &r 


from  warm,  it  was  getting 
warmer.  Bemused  analysts 
who  foDowed  the  spectacle 
called  for  thermometers  to 
measure  the  thaw. 

Japan  is  salvaging  what  it 
can  by  saying  the  meetings 
“strengthened  the  momentum 
for  dialogue”  —  that  is,  noth¬ 
ing  much  happened  this  time 
but  it  might  in  future  meet 


reluctant  neighbour  and  treat 
Japan  like  the  superpower  h 
has  become: 

Moscow,  which  sees  the 
islands  as  too  important 
strategically  to  surrender,  is 
not  rushing  to  give  away  too 
mud)  loo  soon.  Bui  the  Rus¬ 
sians  are  not  happy  to  have 
left  Tokyo  without  the  prom- 
■  ise  of  some  Japanese  cash  to 


Moscow  (Reuter) — A  Soviet  woman  who  gave  her  first  husband 
syphilis,  contracted  Aids  and  infected  at  least  eight  other  men 
has  been  jailed  for  four  years  far  spreading  dangerous  diseases, 
a  newspaper  said  yesterday.  Identifying  her  as  Olga  L,  It  said 
the  illness  was  detected  from  a  Mood  sample  after  shehadfaDen 
off  the  balcony  of  a  restaurant  In  »  drunken  stupor. 


mgs.  But  Tokyo  feels  that  it 
has  lost  face. 

Japan  has  been  waiting  fin- 
two  and  a  half  years  for  Mr 
Gorbachov  to  act  on  hints 
made  in  his  famous  speech  in 
the  Far  Eastern  port  of  Vladi¬ 
vostok  to  visit  Tokyo  as  part 
ofhis  bid  to  woo  Asa. 

Mr  Shevardnadze's  hazy 
pledge  this  week  that  a  Tokyo 
visit  was  on  the  Soviet  leader’s 
agenda  left  Japan  feeling 
snubbed  again.  Nor  dad  Japan 
need  Mr  Shevardnadze  to 
remind  it  as  he  did,  that 
Moscow's  relations  with  other 
nations  are  changing,  white 
those  with  Japan  are  frozen  in 
the  era  of  the  Cold  War. 

Japan  does  not  enjoy  feeling 
isolated  but  it  reckons  that  in 
its  economic  power,  it  has  the 
lever  with  which  to  make 
Moscow  stop  ignoring  its 


boost  their -economy  and  to 
develop  Siberia. 

The  Japanese  did  not  expect 
Mr  Shevardnadze’s  brief  visit 
to  solve  the  squabble  over  the 

idanrft 

But  the  Soviet  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister’s  first  visit  to  Japan  in 
almost  three  years  had  raised 
hopes  here  that  he  might 
produce  the  sort  of  show- 
stealer  for  which  Mr  Gor¬ 
bachov  is  becoming  famous. 

Instead,  Mr  Shevardnadze 
summarized  Moscow's  stead¬ 
fastness  in  a  speech  in  which 
be  told  his  hosts:  “We  can 
open  a  new  chapter  in  the 
history  of  Soviet-Japan  rela¬ 
tions  and  we  should  open  a 
new  chapter. 

“If  there  is  an  unsolved 
issue  between  us,  we  have  to 
talk  about  that  issue  . . .  But 
we  can  never  make  all  other 


issues  hostage  to  solving  this 
problem.” 

The  prospect  of  a  sadden 
change  in  this  ragged  stale¬ 
mate  appears  slim. 

“1  see  the  outcome  as  a 
disappointment  for  Japan,” 
said  Professor  Hiromi  Tera- 
tani,  a  Soviet  expert  at 
Aoyama  Gakuin  University  in 
Tokyo.  “1  don’t  think  this  can 
be  called  one  of  the  more 
successful  areas  of  Japanese 
foreign  policy. 

“The  Soviet  Union's  pos¬ 
ition  on  the  islands  is  rigid  and 
unchanged.  But  it  wants  eco¬ 
nomic  co-operation  from  Ja¬ 
pan  so  it  has  changed  the 
atmosphere  of  the  dispute  by 
instituting  regular  meetings. 
This  is  a  moratorium  strategy. 

“If  there  is  no  chance  of 
progress,  if  Gorbachov  has  no 
present  to  give  Japan,  it  would 
be  difficult  for  him  to  come  to 
Tokyo.  Equally,  Japan  will 
find  it  difficult  to  dramatically 
increase  economic  co-opera¬ 
tion  without  such  a 
breakthrough.” 

Japan's  biggest  worry  is  that 
Moscow  might  offer  enough 
inducements  to  lure  South 
Koreans  and  Westerners  into 
joint  ventures  that  Japanese 
companies  would  also  find 
attractive.  If  Japanese 

bman^emiCT  find  the  financial 

returns  of  doing  business  with 
Russia  more  persuasive  than 
tbeir  Government’s  ideology, 
Japan  might  see  its  bargaining 
power  dissolve. 


A  well  wisher  is  Manila,  marking  the 
start  of  the  first  visit  by  a  Soviet  minister 
to  the  Philippines,  hrnjgs  a  garland  on  the 
Soviet  Foreign  Minister,  Mr  Eduard 
Shevardnadze. 

Mr  Shevardnadze  is  to  bold  private 
talks  with  President  Aquino  and  Mr 


Raul  Manglapus,  the  Foreign  Affairs 
Secretary,  before  leaving  for  North 
Korea  (AFP  reports). 

Officials  from  both  countries  earlier 
said  they  expected  the  talks  to  cover  the 
presence  of  United  States  military  bases 
in  the  Philippines.  Subic  Bay  and  Clark 


Air  Base,  Soviet  forces  in  Vietnam,  the 
Cambodian  problem,  and  efforts  to 
boost  bilateral  trade. 

While  remaining  a  firm  Western  ally, 
the  Philippines  is  seeking  increased 
trade,  and  political  and  cultural  ties  with 
Eastern  bloc  countries. 


WORLD  ROUNDUP 


Three  ministers 
resign  in  Quebec 

Ottawa  -Three  of  the  four  English-speaking  members  of  the 
Quebec  Cabinet  have  resigned  in  protest  against  a  decision 
by  the  fnnariian  Government  to  impose  new  restrictions  on 
English  signs  in  the  province  (John  Best  writes). 

Mr  Gifford  Lincoln,  the  Environment  Minister,  Mr 
Richard  French,  Communications  Minister,  and  Mr  Herb¬ 
ert  Marx,  Solicitor-General,  announced  their  resignations  in 
Quebec  City  the  day  after  a  Bill  incorporating  the 
restrictions  was  unveiled.  Under  the  proposed  law,  French 
alone  will  be  permissible  on  signs  outside  business  premises 
in  Quebec,  which  is  predominantly  French-speaking. 

Tbe  Quebec  Government  of  Premier  Robert  Bourassa 
plans  to  invoke  overriding  clauses  in  both  the  Canadian  and 
Quebec  charters  of  rights  to  forestall  challenges  to  the  new 
law  based  on  the  contention  that  it  violates  freedom  of 
expression  guarantees.  Meanwhile  Mr  Brian  Mahoney,  the 
Canadian  Prime  Minister,  promised  to  meet  the  ten 
provincial  premiers  early  next  year  to  try  to  salvage  the 
Meech  Lake  accord,  a  plan  for  bringing  Quebec  into  the 
Canadian  constitutional  fold  that  is  on  the  verge  of  collapse 
partly  because  of  developments  in  Quebec. 

Oliver  North  trial  set 

Washington  -  A  federal  judge  yesterday  set  January  31, 1 11 
days  after  the  inauguration  of  President-elect  George Bush, 
for  the  start  of  the  trial  of  former  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ohver 
North,  the  White  House  aide  charged  with  diverting  to  the 
Contra  rebels  of  Nicaragua  millions  of  dollars  from  secret 
sales  of  US  weapons  to  Iran  (Michael  Binyon  writes).  The 
date,  which  virtually  rules  out  any  possibility  of  a  pardon  by 
President  Reagan,  is  the  second  set  by  Judge ^Gerhard  Gesell 
after  he  acted  to  protect  national  secrets  after  Mr  North  s 
threat  to  expose  classified  information  during  testimony. 

UN  team  for  Angola 

New  York  (Renter)  -  The  Security  Council  has  unani¬ 
mously  approved  the  establishment  of  a  small  united 
Nations  observer  mission  to  oversee  the  phased  withdrav«l 
of  some  50,000  Cuban  troops  from  Angola  by  July  1991.  The 
team,  called  the  UN  Angola  Verification  Mission 
(Unavem),  will  consist  of  70  military  observers  and  20 
civilian  support  personnel  It  will  have  a  31 -month  mandate 
and  cost  about  520.4  million  (£  1 1.3  million). 

Gandhi  visits  Deng 

ppirmfl  -  After  almost  30  years  of  strained  Sino-Indian 
relations,  the  Chinese  leader,  Mr  Deng  Xiaoping  ye^day 
greeted  the  Indian  Prime  Minister,  Mr  R^iv  Gandhi,  as 
“mv  voting  friend”  (Catherine  Sampson  writes).  The  two 
met  on  the  last  day  of  Mr  Gandhi’s  visit  to  Peking 
“Beginning  with  your  visit  we  can  restore  our  relationship 
as  friends  -  tbe  two  countries’  leaders  will  become  friends, 
the  countries  will  become  friends,”  Mr  Deng  said- 

Faith  in  democracy 

The  semi-official  Athens  news  agency  said  last  night  thatMr 


leowe.  either  mtennonauy  or 

Sic ‘visionaries’ or  imgutosolimoniHaiusc  the 

>f  1983  with  the  Greece  of  1965  and  1967. 
rould  like  to  inform  them  that  they  are 
res  pitifully.  Democracy  in  our  land  today  has 
able  foundations  and  no  presumptive  violator 
freedoms  and  constitutional  order  can  have  the 

eTSTpokt  and  the  will,  but  m  ost  of  an  the 
rfihemajority  of  the  peple,  to  conrimt  any  attempt 
rate  and  violate  the  insotutions. 


Cosmonauts  achieve  their  year  in  space  —  almost 


Editor 

Man’s  longest  space  flight 
ended  yesterday,  but  the  two 
Russian  cosmonauts  were 
nevertheless  deprived  by  a 
technicality  of  the  record  they 
had  attempted  to  seL 

Since  1988  is  a  leap  year 
with  366  days.  Colonel  Vladi¬ 
mir  Titov,  aged  49,  and  Colo¬ 
ad  Mnsa  Maurer  37,  were  iu 
space  about  80  minutes  short 
of  a  fall  year. 

In  tact,  tiie  Russian  cosmo¬ 
nauts  and  a  Frenchman,  Air 
Force  General  Jean-Loap 
Chretien,  had  aa  unplanned 
extra  three  horns  in  space 


because  the  memory  of  a 
computer  on  board  their  return 
capsule  overloaded. 

After  fixing  the  problem, 
the  crew  panuArrted  safely  m  a 
Soyuz  TM6  capsule  to  Soviet 
Central  Asia  yesterday . 

The  two  cosmonauts  spent 
365  days,  22  hours  and  39 
minutes  in  orbit  in  the  Mir 
space  station,  breaking  the 
previous  endurance  marie  set 
by  Soviet  cosmonaut  Yuri 
Romanenko  in  1987. 

The  imfal  hitch  that  de¬ 
layed  their  retail  to  Earth  was 
the  second  serious  problem  In 
tbe  Soviet  manned  space  pro¬ 
gramme  this  year.  In  Septem¬ 


ber,  equipment  malfunctions 
and  crew  error  delayed  the 
tending  of  a  Soviet  and  an 
Afghan  spaceman  as  they  ran 
low  on  food  and  air. 

“It's  nothing,  boys.  You  flew 
for  a  year,  so  you  can  wait 
another  two  orbits.  Let  Jean- 
Loap  look  at  Paris  from  above 
one  more  time,”  the  flight 
director,  Mr  Valery  Ryumin, 
told  the  crew  after  tbe  initial 
attempt  at  tending  was 
aborted,  according  to  /znotic. 

Tags  reported  on  Tuesday 
that  the  cosmonauts  had  com¬ 
pleted  one  year  in  orbit,  bat 
the  news  agency  said  yes- 
today  that  they  had  received 


incorrect  information  from 
Mission  Control  about  the 

Iwifffli  of  the  flight. 

Yesterday’s  problems  began 
shortly  after  the  Soyuz  TM6 
separated  from  the  Mir  orbit¬ 
ing  complex,  where  Colonel 
Titov  and  Colonel  Manarov 
spent  most  of  their  time  in 
space.  An  on-board  computer 

put  controls  landing  tignoilwi 

that  its  memory  was  over¬ 
loaded,  automatically 

stopped  preparations  for 
foe  descent. 

“The  Mission  Control 
Centre  decided  to  take  a  'time¬ 
out’  to  figure  out  the  satna- 
tion,”  Izvestia  said.  Tass 


said  that  the  computer's  mem¬ 
ory  became  overloaded 
because  of  new  software  in¬ 
stalled  to  prevent  a  repetition 
of  foe  problems  that  plagued 
the  Afghan-Soviet  mission. 
The  problem  was  traced  to 
“the  faulty  interaction  of  some 
of  the  new  software  with  the 
old  package  of  programmes”. 

The  new  computer  pro¬ 
grammes  were  designed  to 
ensure  smooth  operation  of  an 
infra-red  sensor  that  orients 
the  capsule  for  its  return  to 
Earth.  On  September  7,  foe 
Soviet  and  Afghan  cosmo¬ 
nauts  bad  to  delay  their  tend¬ 
ing  a  fall  day  because  the 


infra-red  seusor  did  not  lock 
onto  the  proper  target. 

After  yesterday’s  faflnre, 
the  crew  switched  to  a  back-up 
computer  programme. 

The  space  trio  bad  been 
scheduled  to  tend  near  Arka¬ 
lyk,  in  Kazakhstan,  but 
because  of  the  delay  the 
trajectory  was  changed  and 
they  toadied  down  110  miles 
south-east  of  the  dty  of 
Dzhezfrazgan.  Doctors  met 
them  at  tbe  spot  and  the 
cosmonauts  were  whisked  to 
the  Star  City  spare  training 
centre,  where  they  will  under¬ 
go  rehabilitatkm  from  the 
effects  of  a  year  in  space. 


Lorry  saved  sole  survivor  of  Armenia  air  crash 


From  Mary  Dejevsky 
Moscow 

A  mechanic  aged  30,  the  sole 
survivor  of  the  air  crash  which  killed 
nearly  70  Soviet  servicemen  at 
Leninakan  airport  on  December  1 1, 
told  yesterday  how  he  was  saved 
because  be  was  sitting  inside  the 
plane  in  the  cabin  of  a  heavy  lorry. 

Mr  Fakhretdin  Balayev  said  the 
aircraft  had  been  delayed  for  two 
days  by  bad  weather.  It  eventually 
took  off  in  darkness,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  Last  to  board.  As  there  were  no 
seals  left,  he  climbed  into  the  cabin 
of  a  heavy  lorry  which  was  being 
taken  to  the  disaster  area. 

He  said  he  felt  the  aircraft 
beginning  its  descent  for  landing  and 
then  gain  height  again  suddenly. 
Then  be  blacked  out.  When  he  woke 
he  was  lying  on  rocks,  had  mist  in 


front  of  his  eyes,  and  everything 
around  him  was  on  fire. 

He  stood  up.  screamed  for  help, 
and  ran  as  fast  as  he  could.  After  a 
few  hundred  yards  he  felt  a  sharp 
pain  in  his  back  and  felL  Behind  him 
be  heard  an  explosion  and  saw 
flames  shooting  into  the  sky. 

In  the  morning  be  was  found  by 
local  people.  He  was  taken  by 
helicopter  to  Leninakan,  given  a 
pain-kiUing  injection  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  hospital  in  Yerevan  where 
he  is  being  treated  for  a  fractured 
spine. 

Mr  Balayev  said  that  he  and  his 
fellow  servicemen  in  the  aircraft 
were  all  reservists  called  up  to  help 
with  the  relief  operation.  He  had 
been  summoned  to  the  Army  office, 
given  a  uniform  and  rations,  allo¬ 
cated  to  a  team  and  put  on  a  bus  to 
the  airport.  They  were  all  addressed 


Moscow  —  The  Soviet  Union  is  to 
allow  four  of  Mother  Teresa’s  order 
of  nuns,  foe  Missionaries  of  Charity, 
to  wink  at  a  Moscow  hospital, 
imtiaDy  for  six  months  (Mary 
Dejevsky  writes).  Another  four  will 
work  temporarily  fo  Yerevan,  treat¬ 
ing  earthquake  victims.  Mother  Te¬ 
resa  was  in  Moscow  yesterday  after 
visitmg  Armenia  and  said  an  a^ree- 
meta  had  been  signed  that  morning. 

by  a  General,  who  told  them  how 
serious  the  disaster  was  and  how 
urgently  their  help  was  needed. 

Details  of  the  aircraft’s  departure 
point  were  not  given,  suggesting  that 
it  may  have  been  from  Azerbaijan. 

Immediately  after  the  earthquake 
the  official  media  made  much  of  the 
assistance  being  provided  by  Azer¬ 
baijan,  in  an  attempt  to  show  how 


the  disaster  was  eclipsing  the  dispute 
between  the  two  republics.  Now 
officials  have  admitted  that  thisonly 
inflamed  the  situation. 

After  reports  reached  Armenia 
that  Azerbaijanis  had  danced  in  the 
streets  and  sent  greeting  telegrams 
when  they  heard  of  the  earthquake, 
Azerbaijanis  relief  workers  were 
insulted  and  attacked. 

The  head  of  Azerbaijan's  state 
planning  committee  said  yesterday 
that  117,000  Azerbaijanis,  mostly 
fanners  and  market  gardeners,  had 
arrived  from  Armenia,  costing  the 
republic  two  billion  roubles  (£2 
billion).  They  have  ignored  attempts 
to  persuade  them  to  return. 

Authorities  completed  the 
evacuation  yesterday  of  old  people, 
women  and  children  from  areas 
destroyed  and  damaged  in  the 
earthquake.  Mr  Stepan  Shalayev. 


head  of  the  Soviet  trade  union 
movement,  said  that  86,400  people 
had  been  evacuated  by  air  and  rail. 

•  Wanting  claim:  Mr  Nikolai 
Laverov,  a  leading  Soviet  seismolo¬ 
gist,  has  accused  the  Armenian 
authorities  of  ignoring  warnings 
about  the  risk  of  earthquakes.  He 
claimed  that  forecasts  compiled  two 
years  ago  bad  singled  out  noxih-east 
Armenia  as  particularly  dangerous. 

He  dismissed  speculation  that  the 
earthquake  had  been  caused  by  an 
underground  nuclear  or  chemical 
explosion,  and  said  that  northern 
Armenia  was  still  experiencing 
tremors  nearly  two  weeks  after  the 
earthquake  struck. 

•  Brussels:  The  EEC  is  giving  8.5 
million  European  currency  units 
(£5.5  million)  of  emergency  aid  to 
help  victims  of  the  earthquake. 
Letters,  page  15 


Abortion  anger  erupts  over 
Bush  choice  of  health  chief 


From  Michael  Binyon,  Washington 


An  embarrassing  row  over 
abortion  has  stalled  President¬ 
elect  George  Bush's  nomina¬ 
tion. of  a  Made  doctor  to  be 
Secretary  of  Health  and  Hu¬ 
man  Services,  and  angry 
conservatives  are  lobbying  the 
transition  team  to  force  a 
reconsideration  of  Mr  Bush’s 
choice. 

The  furore  arose  over  re* 
marks  on  Sunday  by  Dr  Louis 
Sullivan,  head  of  the  More¬ 
house  School  of  Medicine  in 
Atlanta,  that  he  supported  a 
woman's  right  to  have  an 
abortion. 

The  issue,  which  lurked 
beneath  the  rhetoric  during 
the  election  campaign,  is  a 
litmus  test  for  conservatives 
and  anti-abortion  groups,  and 
led  Mr  Bush  to  announce  that 
he  favoured  criminal  penalties 
for  doctors  who  practised 
abortion. 

Dr  Sullivan  would  be  the 
first  black  named  to  foe  Bush 


Cabinet.  Caught  in  a  dilemma 
as  the  controversy  gathered 
force,  Mr  Bosh  cancelled  a 
scheduled  announcement  of 
his  appointment  on  Tuesday, 
and  other  Cabinet  nomina¬ 
tions  have  been  held  up  as  a 
result. 

Transition  team  sources  say 
Dr  Sullivan  is  still  the  leading 


Dr  Sullivan:  His  comments 
reflected ‘‘private’’ view. 


candidate.  He  would  be  the 
first  black  to  hold  tbe  job;  a 
sensitive  domestic  post  as  the 
new  Administration  struggles 
to  cope  with  Aids,  rising 
medical  costs,  budget  cuts  and 
campaign  promises  to  extend 
medical  coverage  to  all 
Americans. 

Should  Dr  Sullivan  be 
dropped,  black  groups  would 
see  tins  as  a  sharp  rebuff 
Blacks  have  been  hit  dis¬ 
proportionately  by  Aids,  med¬ 
ical  costs  and  poor  public 
medical  care. 

Yesterday,  tlx  Atlanta  Jour¬ 
nal  and  Constitution  pub¬ 
lished  a  letter  from  Dr 
Sullivan  in  which  he  said  that 
he  opposed  abortion  except  in 
cases  of  rape,  incest  or  where  a 
woman’s  life  was  endangered.' 
He  had  no  disagreement  with 
Mr  Bush's  position.  He  said 
that  his  earlier  remarks  to  the 
newspaper  had  reflected  his 
private  view. 


Cologne  Catholics  divided 
over  choice  of  archbishop 


Roman  Catholics  in  Cologne 
were  yesterday  still  divided 
over  the  Pope’s  choice  of 
Cardinal  Joachim  Meisner  of 
Berlin  as  their  new  Arch¬ 
bishop  after  a  15-month 
power  struggle  between  the 
city  cathedral  and  the  Vatican. 

The  Pope  named  Cardinal 
Meisner  as  Archbishop  on 
Tuesday  after  lifting  the  spe¬ 
cial  voting  rubs  of  foe  cathe¬ 
dral's  1 6-member  chapter  foal 
required  a  candidate  to  win  an 
absolute  majority. 

This  allowed  Cardinal 
Meisner,  who  is  understood  to 
have  failed  to  be  elected  in 
several  ballots,  to  win  the  post 
by  a  simple  majority  of  six  in 
succession  to  foe  late  Cardinal 
Joseph  Hofiner,  who  died  in 
September,  1987. 

Cathedral  spokesmen  de¬ 
nied  that  foe  diocese  had 
bowed  to  Vatican  pressure, 
but  the  Pope’s  insistence  on 
putting  hfa  candidate  in  the 


From  John  England,  Bonn 

archbishop’s  chair  has  caused 
resentment  among  many  of 
Cologne's  2.5  million  Catho¬ 
lics.  One  local  newspaper 
spoke  of  the  Pope  “breaking  a 
lot  of  china”. 

Ironically,  Cardinal  Meis¬ 
ner,  who  will  be  55  on 
Christmas  Day,  a  conser¬ 
vative  prelate  who  will  be 
installed  on  February  12,  does 
not  want  to  leave  East  Berlin, 
from  where  he  has  ministered 
to  Catholics  on  both  sides  of 
the  divided  dty  for  almost 
nine  years. 

He  told  a  press  conference 
earlier  this  week:  “I  did  not 
seek  the  Cologne  post,  but  I 
am  going  there  out  of  obedi¬ 
ence  to  foe  Pope.” 

He  added:  “Cologne  did  not 
want  me,  and  I  did  not  want 
them  —  so  at  least  we  have 
something  in  common.  1  will 
do  ray  best  to  turn  this  forced 
marriage  into  a  love  match.” 

In  Cologne,  however,  r  a 


cathedral  spokesman  said  yes¬ 
terday:  “The  tensions  of  the 
past  year  or  more  will  take  a 
long  time  to  overcome.” 

The  unseemly  row,  which 
also  involved  two  state  prime 
ministers  and  threatened  at 
times  to  develop  into  a  full- 
scale  mutiny  by  the  cathedral 
against  the  Vatican,  is  seen  as 
being  less  about  the  person  of 
Cardinal  Meisner  than  over 
the  Pope's  uncompromising 
hard-line  on  papal  authority. 

Cologne  is  a  rich  diocese 
proud  of  its  history.  With  a 
budget  of  more  than  £281 
million,  it  is  the  most  affluent 
Catholic  bishopric  in  the 
world  and  embraces  814  par¬ 
ishes  and  928  churches. 

Its  archbishops  were  once 
powerful  political  figures  and 
members  of  the  aristocracy, 
and  its  special  voting  rights 
stem  from  a  1929  concordat 
between  foe  Vatican  and 
Prussia. 
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Israel’s  hardline  coalition 

Foreign  policy  will 
follow  unbending 
Likud  line  on  PLO 


From  Richard  Owen,  Jerusalem 


Mr  Yitzhak  Shamir,  the  Israeli 
Prime  Minister,  will  today 
formally  announce  a  new 
coalition  Government  of  his 
Likud  group  with  Labour. 

The  parties  have  agreed  to 
refuse  any  talks  with  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organ¬ 
ization,  despite  attempts  by 
Mr  Yassir  Arafat,  the  PLO 
chairman,  to  prove  its  inter¬ 
national  respectability  by 
renouncing  terrorism.  Instead 
Israel  is  to  launch  its  own 
initiative  based  on  limited 
automony  on  the  West  Bank. 

Palestinian  leaders  imm¬ 
ediately  denounced  the  new 
Government's  line,  while  left- 
wing  Labour  officials  accused 
Mr  Shimon  Peres,  the  Labour 
leader  and  Foreign  Minister  in 
the  outgoing  coalition,  of 
betraying  Labour’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  a  dialogue  with  the 
Palestinians. 

Israeli  newspapers  claimed 
there  was  a  “secret  under¬ 
standing'1  that  Mr  Peres,  who 
becomes  Finance  Minister, 
would  not  intervene  in  foreign 
policy,  which  will  be  in  Likud 
hands  and  will  be  based  on 
firm  opposition  to  the  concept 
of  an  independent  Palestinian 
state  with  PLO  involvement. 

Yesterday,  Labour  over¬ 
whelmingly  endorsed  the  new 
coalition. 

Likud  had  earlier  approved 
the  coalition  after  a  lengthy 
central  committee  session 
marked  by  stormy  exchanges 
and  fist  fights.  Likud  dis¬ 
sidents  accused  Mr  Shamir  of 
“selling  out"  to  Labour  by 
reneging  on  his  post-election 


promises  to  the  religious  par¬ 
ties,  which  want  stricter  laws 
excluding  non-Onhodox  Jew¬ 
ish  converts  from  Israeli 
citizenship,  and  which  had 
been  led  to  believe  that  Mr 
Shamir  would  form  a  “narrow 
coalition"  with  them. 

Yesterday,  a  Palestinian 
moderate,  Mr  Elias  Freij,  the 
Mayor  of  Bethlehem,  told  The 
Times  that  Washington  had 
made  an  “historic  and  wise 
decision”  in  talking  to  the 
PLO.  But  he  said  Wash¬ 
ington's  repeated  warnings  to 
the  PLO  not  to  revert  to 

Jerusalem  (AFP)  -  A  26-year- 
old  Patestinteg,  shot  in  the 
stomach  fay  Israeli  troops 
during  dfetmtances  on  the 
West  Bank  last  Friday,  died  of 
his  womids  yesterday,  Pales¬ 
tinian  sources  said.  Be  was  tfae 
eighth  Palestinian  to  die  after 
dishes  In  and  around  Nablus 
that  erupted  during  the  funeral 
of  a  15-year-oW  demonstrator, 
the  spaces  said. _ 

terrorism  were  making  Pales¬ 
tinians  “suspicious”. 

Mr  Freij,  who  has  cancelled 
almost  all  Christmas  celebra¬ 
tions  in  Bethlehem  because  of 
“deaths  and  beatings  during 
the  intifada  (uprising)",  said 
that  Likud's  plan  for  limited 
autonomy  on  the  West  Bank 
would  merely  “legalize  the 
occupation”. 

He  added:  “The  PLO  genu¬ 
inely  and  sincerely  wants  to 
make  peace  with  Israel  but  I 
am  very  sorry  to  say  that 
Israel's  main  parties,  both 


Labour  and  Likud,  have  no 
viable,  dear  peace  option.” 

Diplomats  said  Mr  Shamir 
had  risked  a  Likud  revolt  and 
hence  his  own  career  to  form 
another  coalition  with  Labour 
because  of  the  imperative 
need  for  a  united  Israeli 
response  to  the  PLO’s  dip¬ 
lomatic  success. 

But  in  contrast  to  the  earlier 
coalition,  foreign  policy  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  Mr  Shamir 
and  of  bis  Likud  colleague,  Mr 
Mosbe  Arens,  who  is  to  re¬ 
place  Mr  PCTes  as  Foreign 
Minister. 

Their  foreign  policy  guide¬ 
lines  specifically  exdude  con¬ 
tact  with  the  PLO,  sources 
said,  while  empowering  the 
Government  to  encourage 
“Arab  representatives  from 
Judea,  Samaria  and  Gaza”  — 
Likud’s  term  for  the  occupied 
territories  —  to  “take  part  in 
peace  negotiations". 

Israeli  officials  say  this  re¬ 
fers  to  proposals  for  fine 
elections  in  the  occupied  terri¬ 
tories,  combined  with  limited 
self-government,  provided 
security  remains  in  Israeli 
hands.  But  Arab  sources  said 
it  would  be  almost  impossible 
for  the  Israeli  authorities  to 
find  any  credible  Palestinian 
leader  who  could  accede  to 
such  a  plan  unless  the  PLO 
was  involved. 

The  proposed  guidelines 
have  further  angered  Palestin¬ 
ians  by  sanctioning  eight  new 
Jewish  settlements  on  the 
West  Bank  during  the  first 
year  of  the  coalition. 

Letters,  page  15 


Arafat  condemns  party  accord 


Mir  Yassir  Arafat,  the  chairman  of  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization,  told  a  news 
conference  in  Belgrade  yesterday  that  Israeli 
moves  to  set  up  a  new  coalition  government  of 
the  Likud  and  Labour  parties  was  “not  for 
peace  but  for  war”. 

He  added:  “The  first  point  of  this  accord  is 
to  continue  baUding  settlements  in  toe  West 
Bank  and  Gaza. 

“The  second  is  no  international  peace 
conference  on  the  Middle  East  Hie  third  is 
*110'  to  an  independent  Palestinian  state.  Ami 
the  fourth  is  not  to  negotiate  with  tfae  PIX).  It 


is  dear  that  the  Labour  Party  is  retreating 
from  all  the  promises  made  during  the  election 
campaign.** 

He  said  tint  the  PLO  would  continue  “to 
pursue  peace”.  “This  a  strategic  policy,  and 
not  a  tactic.  We  hope  that  in  the  future  we  will 
also  have  positive  and  constructive  results.  Our 
start  was  very  positive. 

“But  we  have  to  remember  that  the  Israelis 
have  given  out  instructions  to  destroy  this 
dialogue,  maybe  through  terrorist  actions.  And 
they  are  preparing  for  a  big  military  action  in 
south  Lebanon,”  te  said. 


Lange  rejoices  after  leadership  battte 


Mr  David  Lange,  Prime  Minister  of  New 
Zealand  (right),  and  his  deputy,  Mr 
Geoffrey  Palmer,  savouring  their  tri¬ 
umph  after  Mr  Lange  won  his  Labour 
forty's  leadership  vote  yesterday.  He 
defeated  Mr  Roger  Douglas,  the  Finance 
Minister,  who  was  sacked  fat  a  policy 


dispute.  Mr  Lauge  did  not  say  how  many 
votes  he  had  received  when  he  announced 
the  outcome  of  the  caucus  poll,  but  Mr 
Douglas  said  later  that  there  had  been  58 
votes  for  the  Prime  Minister,  15  for 
himself  and  two  abstentions.  A  routine 
vote  on  the  leadership  had  been  sched¬ 


uled  for  the  new  year  but  was  brought 
forward  after  the  sacking  of  Mr  Douglas 
last  week.  Mr  Douglas  and  Mr  Lange 
have  had  a  year-fang  feud  over  economic 
policy  and  the  minister  was  dismissed 
after  saying  he  would  quit  the  Cabinet  if 
Mr  Lange  were  re-elected  leader. 


Alfonsin  denies  concessions  to  rebels 


Argentine  Army’s  fifth  shake-up 


From  Michael  Llanos 
Buenos  Aires 

Argentina's  Army  went  thr¬ 
ough  its  fifth  shake-up  in  five 
years  yesterday,  as  President 
Alfonsin  denied  before  a  spe¬ 
cial  session  of  Congress  that 
his  Administration  had  made 
concessions  to  rebel  army 
officers  who  mutinied  earlier 
this  month. 

Senor  Alfonsin  told-  Cbn- 
gress  that  his  Administration 
“win  not  give  in  to  threats  to 
change  its  convictions”. 

But  opposition  leaders 
claimed  that  the  speech  lacked 
substance  and  noted  that  the 
shake-up  and  recent  military 
pay  increases  were  two  of  the 
demands  made  by  the  officers 
who  staged  Argentina's  third 
mutiny  in  under  two  years. 

The  800  rebels,  led  by 
Colonel  Mohamed  Ali  Sein- 
eldin,  occupied  several  army 
bases  on  December  2.  The 
mutiny  ended  on  December  6 
after  Colonel  Seinddin  nego¬ 
tiated  a  peaceful  settlement 


with  an  army  mediator.  Gen¬ 
eral  Isidro  Caceres. 

The  officers  mutinied  to 
demand  the  resignation  of  the 
Army  Chief  of  Staff  General 
Dante  Caridi,  increased  de¬ 
fence  spending  and  military 
pay,  and  an  end  to  the  trials  of 
officers  implicated  in  human 
rights  crimes  committed  dur¬ 
ing  the  1970s  “dirty  war”. 

General  Caridi,  who  the 
rebels  said  did  little  to  “defend 
the  Army’s  honour,”  handed 
in  bis  resignation  on  Tuesday. 
Senor  Alfonsin,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Armed  Forces, 
yesterday  named  General 
Francisco  Gassino  as  his  fifth 


Army  Chief  of  Staff  in  five 
years  of  office: 

General  Gassino,  until  now 
Director  of  Military  Edu¬ 
cation  and  an  infantry  officer 
like  Colonel  Seinektin,  had 
seconded  General  Caridi  in 
confirm  ting  tfae  mutinous 
officers. 

General  Valentin  Venier 
was  named  Deputy  Chief  of 
Staff  and  General  Caceres,  dm 
rebels'  choice  to  head  the 
Army,  was  moved  up  the 
military  ladder.  Five  generals 
senior  to  General  Gassino  will 
be  forced  into  retirement  due 
to  the  shake-up. 

The  pressure  feeing  General 


Rio  state  of  emergency 

Rio  de  Janeiro  (AFP)  —  Senhor  Roberto  Satunrino  Braga,  the 
Mayor  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  has  declared  a  state  of  emergency 
because  of  a  strike  by  school  and  sanitation  workers.  He  said 
that  the  crisis  had  intensified  since  some  114,000  municipal 
employees  began  their  strike  three  months  ago,  paralysing 
public  schools  and  17  hospitals.  The  Bank  of  Brazil  has  now 
suspended  a  loan  to  the  city  after  earlier  freezfaig  dty  assets. 


Caridi  was  reflected  by  the  feet 
that  he  asked  to  be  replaced. 
“He  is  not  leaving  because  the 
President  wants  him  to  go.” 
said  Deputy  Caesar  Jarosla- 
vsky  of  the  ruling  Radical 
Party.  “He  is  going  because  he 
does  not  feel  comfortable 
within  the  Army.” 

Other  signs  suggested  that 
the  Government  had  begun  to 
address  the  rebels’  demands, 
which  military  analysts  agreed 
were  not  aimed  at  sparking  a 
military  coup.  The  rebels 
themselves  emphasized  that 
they  were  not  after  power  and 
only  saught  to  “restore  the 
Army's  honour”. 

Last  week,  the  Government 
announced  a  20  per  cent  pay 
increase  for  officers  on  top  of 
inflation  adjustments  in  Nov¬ 
ember  and  December.  It  also 
granted  a  pay  bonus,  which  in 
the  case  of  junior  officers 
represented  up  to  a  third  of 
monthly  take-home  pay. 

Military  spending  is  also 
likely  to  be  increased  in  19.89. 


Miami’s 

£27m 

cocaine 

seizure 

Miami  (AP)  -  More  than 
6,7001bs  of  cocaine  with  a 
street  value  of  S50  million 
(£27.7  million)  has  been 
seized  front  two  freighters 
arriving  in  Miami. 

After  30  hours  searching  fee 
Santo  Domingo  Express, 
which  arrived  from  nonhem 
Colombia,  agents  found  a 
secret  compartment  in  a  bal¬ 
last  tank  containing  4,7921bs 
of  the  drug  in  packets,  num¬ 
bered  and  stuffed  into  duffel 
bags.  In  the  other  vessel,  an 
Haitian  freighter,  1,941  lbs  of 
cocaine,  also  in  duffel  bags, 
was  found  inside  a  fuel  tank. 

Singer  critical 

NnshriUe  (AP)  -  Johnny 
Cash,  the  country  music 
singer,  aged  56,  was  in  critical 
but  stable  condition  after 
heart  surgery  to  dear  a  90  per 
cent  blockage  of  his  main 
coronary  artery. 

Talks  delayed 

Paris  (AFP)  -  Four-party 
talks  on  Cambodia's  future 
due  to  open  here  yesterday 
were  postponed  for  24  hours 
because  the  representative  of 
the  Phnom  Penh  Govern¬ 
ment,  Mr  Hra  Nam  Hong, 
suffered  a  slight  heart  attack. 

Theft  inquiry 

Manila  (AP)  —  The  British 
Embassy  asked  toe  Phil¬ 
ippines  to  deport  a  Portuguese 
national,  Mr  Willie  Yu  Sit- 
Chiong,  to  Hong  Kong 10  fece 
30  charges  of  theft  and  febe 
accounting. 

China  denial 

Peking  (AFP)  —  The  Chinese 
Justice  Ministry  denied  a  re¬ 
port  in  the  official  China 
Youth  magazine  that  Mao 
Tse-t  ung’s  widow,  Jiang  Qmg, 
had  been  let  out  of  prison  for 
cancer  treatment 

Leader  held 

Panama  City  (AFP)  —  Police 
seized  Senor  Roberto  Beenes, 
leader  of  the  opposition  Civic 
Crusade  party,  after  clandes¬ 
tine  radio  broadcasts  calling 
on  toe  military  to  rebeL 

Spies  released 

Seoul  (Renter) — South  Korea 
released  281  political  de¬ 
tainees,  including  convicted 
North  Korean  spies,  in  an 
amnesty  for  2,015  prisoners. 


This  week 
The  Sunday  Times 
magazine  comes  FREE 
with  The  Times  on  Saturday. 

The  Times  will  see  you  happily  through  the 
festive  season  this  year.  The  Sunday  Times  Magazine 

has  a  special  Christmas  section  with  games  for  the 

whole  family  and  a  Christmas  songbook. 

The  Times  is  also  the  only  quality  newspaper 
appearing  on  Boxing  Day.  And  during  the  holiday 
week  you’ll  get  a  FREE  special  copy  of  Early  limes, 
the  quality  newspaper  for  young  people. 

Make  sure  you  have  a  good  Christmas.  Spend 
it  with  The  Times. 
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OVERSEAS  NEWS 


Vaniiatu’s  embattled  Prime  Minister  orders  arrest 

President  held  on  mutiny  charge 


Fran  Christopher  Morris 
Sydney 

President  George  Sokomanu 
of  Vanuatu,  who  tiled  to 
install  a  rebel  government  in 
the  troubled  South  Pacific 
nation,  was  last  night  locked 
>n  a  police  cell  with  common 
criminals  after  being  arrested 
and  charged  with  inciting 
mutiny. 

Mr  Sokomanu.  who  has 
held  office  since  the  former 
New  Hebrides  gained  in¬ 
dependence  from  Britain  and 
France  eight  years  ago,  is 
facing  a  possible  life  sentence. 

Vanuatu's  elected  Prime 
Minister,  Father  Walter  Lini, 
personally  gave  the  order  yes¬ 
terday  for  the  President's 
arrest  He  had  been  enraged  by 
Mr  Sokoma/iu's  bid  to  usurp 
ppwer  when  the  President 
dissolved  Parliament  last  Fri¬ 
day  and  later  swore  in  an 
interim  government  led  by  an 
arch-rival,  Mr  Barak  Sope, 
who  is  also  under  arrest 

The  swearing-in  ceremony 
at  the  President's  office  on 
Sunday  is  the  baas  of  the 
mutiny  charge  he  faces. 

President  Sokomanu  has 
protested  that  he  acted  only  in 
Vanuatu's  interest  because  of 
the  bitter  power  struggle  be¬ 
tween  Father  Uni  and  Mr 
Sope  which  has  divided  the 
republic  most  of  this  year. 

When  a  heavily  armed 
squad  of  20  soldiers  raided  his 
home  early  yesterday  morning 
to  arrest  him,  a  distresed 
President  said:  “I  think  what 
the  Government  is  doing  to 
me  at  the  moment  is  beyond 
comprehension.” 

President  Sokomanu  was 
taken  to  police  headquarters 
in  Port  Vila,  the  capital,  for 
questioning  while  the  Public 
Prosecutor,  Mr  John  Baxter- 
Wright,  prepared  the  charge. 

In  court,  the  prosecutor 
conceded  that  the  bearing  was 
a  strange  one  because  the 
defendant  was  still  head  of 
state.  But  he  declared  that  the 


Arrests  in  Port  Vila:  Armed  guards  escorting  Mr  Barak  Sope  from  the  court  yesterday  after  he  was  remanded  in  custody 
until  next  month,  and,  right.  President  Sokomaim,  Mr  Sope's  unde,  being  driven  away  after  appearing  on  a  mutiny  charge. 


President  was  not  above,  the 
law  and  that  the  charge  of 
inciting  mutiny  was  on  a  par 
with  treason. 

Father  Urn's  Government, 
however,  has  started  moves  to 
sack  Mr  Sokomanu.  Twenty 
of  the  46  MPs  loyal  to  the 
Prime  Minister  have  signed  a 
motion  calling  fora  meeting  of 
the  Electoral  College  to  have 
the  President  removed. 

The  MPs  described  the 


President's  attempt  to  dis¬ 
solve  Parliament  as  “an  act 
amounting  to  gross  miscon¬ 
duct”,  and  cited  the  swearing- 
in  of  an  interim  government 
pending  elections  next  Feb¬ 
ruary  as  “attempted  treason”. 

It  was  alleged,  too,  that 
President  Sokomanu  had  in¬ 
ched  mutiny  by  distributing  a 
document  to  members  of  the 
police  and  security  forces 
seeking  support  for  the  admin¬ 


Assets  of  Zaire  leader 
seized  by  Belgian  court 


The  festering  dispute  between 
Belgium  and  Zaire  is  threaten¬ 
ing  to  develop  Into  a  complete 
diplomatic  lift,  following  a 
decision  by  a  Belgian  judge  to 
issue  a  court  order  seizing  all 
President  Mobutu  Sese  Seko’s 
Belgian  assets. 

The  seizure  order  was  is¬ 
sued  late  on  Tuesday  night  to 
prevent  President  Mobrtn 
from  transferring  any  of  his 
assets  to  Zaire,  after  the 
Belgian  fanning  and  livestock 
company,  Cotoni,  claimed  that 
the  Government  in  Kinshasa 
stOl  owed  it  £806,000  in 
compensation  for  assets  nat¬ 
ionalized  by  President  Mob¬ 
utu  in  1973. 

According  to  the  Belgfcm 
daily  newspaper  La  Libre 
Belgique,  President  Mobutu 
owns  about  £3  million  worth  of 
property  in  Belgium,  including 
the  “presidential  palace”  in 
Rhode-Saint-Genese,  a  weal¬ 
thy  Brussels  suburb. 

News  of  the  seizure  broke 
hours  before  Mr  Iio  Tinde- 
ntans,  the  Foreign  Minister, 
was  doe  to  arrive  back  in 
Belgium  after  three  days  of 
talks  in  Kinshasa  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Mobutu  designed  to  help 
repair  the  damage  caused  to 
relations  between  Belgium  and 
its  former  African  colony  after 
a  bitter  dispute  over  Belgium's 


From  Michael  Dynes,  Brussels 

offer  to  reschedule  part  of 
Zaire's  foreign  debt 

Lawyers  acting  on  behalf  of 
President  Mobutu  yesterday 
registered  an  appeal  with  the 
Ministry  of  Justice  calling  for 
the  seizure  order  to  be  revoked 
on  die  grounds  that  it  was 
“insulting  to  a  foreign  head  of 
state”. 

Earlier  this  month  Presi¬ 
dent  Mobutu  ordered  Zaire's 
state-owned  companies  to  sell 
their  Belgian  assets  and  re¬ 
locate  elsewhere  in  Europe. 

He  has  also  told  the  esti¬ 
mated  15,000  Zairean  na¬ 
tionals  firing  in  Belgium  to 
dispose  of  their  assets  and 
return  home.  So  far  only  a 
handful  have  complied  with 


President  Mobutu:  Ordered 
Zaireans  to  return  home. 


the  order.  President  Mobutu’s 
action  was  prompted  by  the 
unexpected  announcement  last 
month  by  Mr  WiHried  Mar¬ 
tens,  die  Belgian  Prime  Min¬ 
ister,  that  his  Government  was 
preparing  to  unilaterally  re¬ 
schedule  part  of  Zaire's  debt 
burden. 

The  odor,  which  initially 
was  warmly  received  by  Zaire, 
provoked  an  outcry  in  the 
Belgian  media,  which  de¬ 
manded  to  know  uliy  Mr 
Martens  had  decided  to  give 
additional  financial  assistance 
to  what  it  described  as  a 
“Marcos-type  dictatorship”. 

The  debt  rescheduling  plan 
involved  reducing  by  33  per 
cent  the  repayment  on  a  $108 
oafilioa  (£60  million)  loan  to 
Zaire  and  the  suspension  for 
14  years  of  Zaire's  $467 
millimi  commercial  debt  guar¬ 
anteed  by  Brussels. 

The  rescheduling  proposal 
provoked  outrage  from  the 
Socialist  members  of  Mr 
Martens's  seven-month-old 
coalition  Government 

The  Belgian  offer  was  re¬ 
jected  by  Mr  Ngaza  Karl-I- 
Bond,  Zaire's  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter,  after  Belgian  reports 
alleged  that  corruption  was 
endemic  in  Zaire  and  that 
most  foreign  aid  went  into  the 
pockets  of  senior  officials. 


Opposition  claims  fraud 
in  Sri  Lanka  election 


Mrs  Sirixna  Bandaranaike, 
who  lost  narrowly  to  Mr 
Ranasinghe  Premadasa  in  Sri 
Lanka's  presidential  elections 
last  Monday,  claimed  yes¬ 
terday  that  the  poll  was  nei¬ 
ther  fair  nor  clean  and  said 
that  she  could  not  accept  the 
result. 

At  a  crowded  press  con¬ 
ference  in  Colombo,  Mrs 
Bandaranaike  produced  a 
book  said  to  contain  ballot 
papers.  Seven  such  books,  she 
said,  had  been  found  by  one  of 
her  supporters  at  a  police 
station  where,  she  alleged, 
some  ballot  boxes  had  been 
taken  instead  of  to  a  counting 

centre.  ,  . 

She  refused  to  reveal  the 
name  of  the  police  station,  but 
said  that  her  representative, 
who  had  followed  the  vehicles 
carrying  the  ballot  boxes  to  the 
counting  station,  nad  t*en 
amazed  when  he  found  they 
were  turning  into  a  police 
station  instead.  He  had  not 
been  allowed  to  enter  and  she 
said  that  he  had  later  found 
the  seven  ballot  books  at  the 

station.  .  , 

She  said  that  her  lawyers 
had  since  advised  heijo  file  an 
election  petition  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  Her  party  was 
considering  its  next  step 
which,  she  said,  amid  involve 
strew  protests,  forbidden  by 
the  Government.  _ 

.  Mrs  Bandaranaike  also 
claimed  that  in  the  distort  of 


From  Vjjitha  Yapa,  Colombo 

Moneragala,  voters  at  49  poll¬ 
ing  stations  could  not  vote 
because  there  were  no  officials 
present 

Government  sources  said 
that  the  officials  could  not 
attend  because  of  road  blocks 
and  shooting  incidents  in 
which  one  election  official  was 
killed. 

Mrs  Bandaranaike  said  she 
had  written  to  the  election 
commissioner  about  this  and 
had  complained  about  other 
acts  of  intimidation  and  vi¬ 
olence,  which  included  the 
killing  of  four  of  her  party 
organizers,  "by  the  UNP  (the 
rating  party)." 

She  claimed  also  that  poll¬ 
ing  cards  had  not  been  distrib¬ 
uted  in  many  parts  of  the 
island  and  that  some  polling 
booths  had  opened  late. 

Mrs  Bandaranaike  said  she 
had  asked  the  commissioner 
not  to  declare  the  results  of  the 
election  until  the  people  who 
were  deprived  of  the  chance  to 
vote  in  a  number  of  areas  were 
allowed  to  do  so.  The  commis¬ 
sioner,  however,  had  not  re¬ 
plied  to  her  letter.  She  alleged 
that  the  result  in  one  district, 
Seruwila,  tod  not  yet  been 
revealed. 

Most  political  observers 
believe  the  absence  of  post- 
election  violence  was  due  to  a 
decision  by  the  new  President¬ 
elect  not  to  be  installed  in 
office  until  Janua^2, 1989. 

•ybgy  myniain  that  had  toe 


extremist  Sinhala  group,  the 
JVP  (People’s  Liberation 
Front)  not  threatened  to  kill 
voters,  the  voting  figures 
would  have  been  much  higher 
and  that  Mrs  Bandaranaike 
would  have  won. 

Polling  was  very  low  in  the 
south,  where  in  some  elec¬ 
torates  the  turnout  was  less 
than  10  per  cent 

Another  reason  for  Mrs 
Bandaranaike's  defeat  may 
have  been  the  secret  talks  held 
by  her  son  with  Tamil  guerril¬ 
las  a  fortnight  before  the 
election  and  which  were  re¬ 
vealed  in  Parliament  by  the 
Government  three  days  later. 

A  further  cause  may  have 
been  the  food  queues  caused 
by  the  JVFs  disruption  of 
food  supplies. 

This  reminded  many  of  the 
austerity  when  Mrs  Bandara¬ 
naike  was  in  power  from  1970 
to  1977,  and  people  had  to 
queue  for  hours  to  get  even  a 
loaf  of  bread. 

Members  of  the  South 
Asian  Election  Monitoring 
team,  who  observed  the  elec¬ 
tion  first  hand,  said  in  an 
interim  report  published  yes- 
today  that  they  were  im¬ 
pressed  “by  the  determination 
of  election  officials  to  conduct 
an  election  in  a  frtir  and 
efficient  manner  under  diffi¬ 
cult  conditions.  The  problems 
of  general  intimidation  in  the 
election  campaign  were 
unprecedented”. 


istration  of  Mr  Sope.  The 
President  is  Mr  Sope's  unde. 

In  an  emotional  speech  to 
Parliament,  Father  Lini  said  it 
would  be  difficult  to  forget  the 
events  of  1988  in  Vanuatu. 

“I  make  this  speech  with  a 
heavy  heart,”  he  said.  “Now 
there  is  hatred  in  Vanuatu.  It 
is  big,  it  is  deep.” 

Meanwhile,  Mr  Sope  and 
four  ministers  in  his  short¬ 
lived  Government  were  yes¬ 


terday  refused  bail.  They  had 
earlier  appeared  in  court  on 
charges  of  sedition  and  had 
been  remanded  in  custody 
until  January  4. 

Despite  the  arrests  Vanuatu 
remains  tense  and  under 
nightly  curfew.  A  violent 
backlash  by  armed  supporters 
of  Mr  Sope,  who  has  close 
links  with  Libya  where  some 
of  his  men  have  had  military 
training,  is  feared. 


Big  Apple  aims  to  take 
bite  out  of  its  citizens 


From  Charles  Bramoer,  New  York 


This  may  sound  as  Kteiy  to 
succeed  as  King  Canute’s 
project  for  tide  control:  New 
York  City  has  set  up  a 
commission  to  stop  Citizens 
being  rode. 

Parisians,  Muscovites  and 
even  Londoners  might  weD 
dispute  die  title,  bat  New 
Yorkers  lave  long  prided 
themselves  on  tiring  in  the 
most  wisecracking,  toughest 
metropolis  around.  Of  coarse, 
underneath  the  short  temper 
and  the  grnffness  of  the  big 
city,  there  was  always  sup¬ 
posed  to  hirk  a  warm  heart. 

No  better  embodiment  coaid 
be  found  than  Mayor  Ed  Koch, 
the  “sboot-froro-the-lip”  chief 
executive  whose  daily  tirades 
make  Mis  Edwina  Currie 
sound  like  a  model  of  dis¬ 
cretion.  Mr  Koch  insists  he 
means  well  and  he  does  sim¬ 
plify  things  by  Insulting  al¬ 
most  all  groups  equally. 

But  by  common  consent, 
things  have  been  getting  out  of 
hand  over  the  past  couple  of 
years.  Bump  into  someone  in  a 
Manhattan  street  during  this 
season  of  goodwill  and  you 
stand  a  good  chance  of  being 
sworn  at.  Many  shop  assis¬ 
tants,  taxi  drivers  and  other 
“service  personnel”  grunt  or 
ignore  your  presence. 

Red  lights  have  become 
advisory  and  those  rare  taxi 
drivers  who  speak  English 
prefer  to  use  it  for  insults. 
Comparing  horror  stories  has 
become  a  cocktail  pastime. 

Americans  from  farther 
afield  are  also  complaining 
about  a  similar  breakdown, 
though  New  Yorkers  still  mar¬ 
vel  at  the  gentility  of  other 
places,  with  the  exception 
perhaps  of  Miami,  where 
there  are  a  lot  of  exiled  New 
Yorkers. 

Even  in  New  York,  for¬ 
eigners  can  be  disarmed  by  the 
still  surviving  social  rituals. 
Dial  one  hotel,  for  example, 
and  yon  will  bear  this  typical 
answer  “Happy  holidays. 


Hehnsely  Hotel.  This  is  Joan, 
How  may  I  help  you?” 

In  many  restaurants,  wait¬ 
ers  like  to  tell  yon  their  first 
names  and  list  their  “personal 
favourite”  on  the  mean.  In 
New  York,  however,  “have  a 
nice  day”  a  formula  from  the 
1970s,  now  tends  to  mean 
“give  me  a  tip,  or  else”. 

The  city  fathers  derided  to 
take  action  after  surveys  found 
that  the  most  common  com¬ 
plaint  among  the  18  million 
annual  visitors  was  “a  lack  of 
courtesy,  or  a  roughness'*, 
according  to  Mr  Herb  Rick¬ 
man,  the  head  of  the  com¬ 
mission.  That  adds  up  to  lost 
business. 

The  panel  of  psychiatrists, 
anthropologists  and  advertis¬ 
ing  men  have  the  job  of  finding 

6  Have  a  nice  day 
tends  to  mean  give 
me  a  tip,  or  else  9 

why  the  Big  Apple  has  become 
so  rode.  That  is  the  easy  part. 
Then  they  must  devise  a 
campaign  to  stem  the  tide  of 
incivility. 

On  the  advice  of  Dr  Kenneth 
Kelner,  a  psychiatrist,  the 
campaign  will  seek  to  stir  up  a 
little  healthy  guilt.  Mr  Ron 
Burkhardt,  the  boss  of  the 
advertising  firm  on  the  com¬ 
mission,  says  that  his  team  is 
devising  commercials  and 
posters  in  the  rein  of  the 
British  humorous  variety. 

He  will  not  reveal  details 
yet.  but  be  says  if  aims  at  “core 
groups"  such  as  shop  assis¬ 
tants  and  has  and  taxi  drivers. 
“It's  very  warm,  friendly,  kind 
of  tike  we're  putting  our  arms 
around  people  and  saying, 
*Can‘t  yon  act  a  tittle  nicer?’” 

The  slogan  will  be  some¬ 
thing  tike  “We’re  all  in  this 
together”,  he  says,  bnt  the 
firm  is  still  working  on  it 
Mr  Burkhardt  thinks  that 
other  cities  might  follow  the 
campaign,  due  to  be  launched 


next  year,  just  as  they  imitated 
the  highly  successful  “1  love 
New  York"  drive,  with  the 
heart  symbol  for  love. 

That  America  is  becoming  a 
less  varnished  place  has  been 
a  running  theme  in  the  news 
magazines  am!  television  com¬ 
mentaries  for  months.  Presi¬ 
dent-elect  George  Bush  tapped 
the  anxiety  in  his  famous 
campaign  phrase  about  seek¬ 
ing  a  “kinder,  gentler  nation”. 
But  he  then  rode  to  victory 
with  a  string  of  distinctly 
ungentle  slogans  such  as 
“Read  my  lips”  and  “You're 
history”,  borrowed  from  the 
detective  Dirty  Harry. 

There  is  good  evidence  of 
the  decay  of  public  discourse 
in  the  success  of  the  new  genre 
of  “tabloid  TV”  or  “shock 
video”  shows  that  are  made 
mainly  in  the  New  York  area. 

The  most  notorious  host  is 
Mr  Morton  Downey,  who  has 
earned  fame  and  wealth  this 
year  with  a  talk  show  in  which 
he  subjects  his  guests  to  sneers 
and  insults  such  as  “slime” 
and  "scumbag"  in  front  of  a 
jeering  andiefice.  A  game  has 
gone  on  sale  fo  capitalize  on 
the  trend.  Called  Loudmouth, 
players  score  by  insulting 
opponents  and  are  penalized 
for  being  "loo  polite”. 

On  Tuesday  a  Washington 
Post  columnist  proposed  giv¬ 
ing  Vice-President -elect  Dan 
Quayle  the  job  of  national 
civility  czar.  In  this  post  he 
would  fight  the  boorishness 
and  touti&hness  that  is  pervad¬ 
ing  .America.  “Perhaps  if 
Quayle  takes  up  the  cudgels 
for  civility,  his  expression  will 
replace  the  apology  Bush 
never  made  for  his  excesses,” 
Mary  McCrary  wrote. 

Last  Sunday,  The  New  York 
Times  felt  worried  enough 
about  the  rudeness  malady  to 
ran  an  analysis  on  its  front 
page,  saying:  “This  may  well 
be  remembered  as  a  year  when 
nastiness  came  into  its  own 
and  became  a  commodity.” 


pJ  These  incteased  rates  will  apply  from  Sanuary  1st  ^ 


Woolwich  Premium  Investment  Account 


At  the  Woolwich  we  are  increasing 
our  interest  rates  so  much  that  you'll  find 
it  hard  to  find  a  better  deal. 

That’s  all  the  way  up  from  our  rate 
of  9.25%  net  p.a.  for  investments  between 
£500  and  £4,999  to  our  very  best  rate 
of  10.25%  net  p.a,  for  investments  of 
£40,000  or  more. 

You  can  choose  to  have  the  interest 
paid  annually,  or  monthly  at  a  slightly 
lower  rate  of  interest  which  compounds 
to  the  annual  rate. 

You  can  take  money  out  on  demand. 
There’s  no  penalty  provided  £10,000  or 
more  is  left  in  the  account.  For  lower 
balances,  there  is  a  withdrawal  penalty 
equivalent  to  90  days'  interest  on  the 
amount  withdrawn. 


To  make  penalty-free  withdrawals  all 
we  ask  is  90  days’  written  notice. 

To  get  yourself  off  the  ground  with 
the  Premium  Investment  Account  you 
need  only  £500. 

Call  in  at  your  local  branch  to  find 
out  more  or  post  the  coupon  to: 

Woolwich  Equitable  Building  Society, 
Department  PI,  FREEPOST,  Worthing, 
West  Sussex  BN  13  1BR. 


Information  correct  at  time  of  going  to  press.  Rates  may  vary. 
All  u'ithdrau'als  are  subject  to  normal  branch  limns. 


r 


Please  send  me  information  on  the  new  Woolwich  Premium 

Investment  Account  _  1/VVc  enclose  cheque  for  S - - - 

to  be  invested  in  a  Premium  investment  Account  (minimum 
investment  £500;,  with  interest  added  annually  or  paid 
as  monthly  income  ~  Tick  box  required.  No  stamp  needed. 
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Namely). 

Address- 


Postcode. 
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EQUITABLE  BUHJXNG  SOCIETY 
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THF  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 


December  21  1988 


PARLIAMENT 


Public  interest  defence  rejected 


After  16  years  of  dispute, 
the  time  had  come  to 
settle  on  a  successor  to 
Section  2  of  the  Official 
Secrets  Act,  1911,  Mr 
Douglas  Hurd,  the  Home 

Secretary,  said  in  the 
Commons. 

Moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Official  Secrets  Bill,  he  said 
that  the  present  law  was  too 
with:  and  too  weak.  The  Gov¬ 
ernments  proposed  refbnn  was 
a  coherent  and  ambitious  re¬ 
form,  bolder  and  more  open 
t*u»w  anything  attempted  by  any 
government  in  this  area  since 
the  war. 

But  he  did  not  believe  that  a 
general  public  interest  “get  out” 
had  any  place  in  the  operation  of 
this  particular  law. 

“I  do  not  think  that  the  House 
jhfflilri  banish  the  criminal  law 
from  these  matters.' 


_ __ _  _ _ ion 

borne  affairs,  said  that  the  Bill 
was  not  intended  to  promote  the 
free  flow  of  information  but  to 

provide  a  new  method  by  which 
rt  was  reduced  and  obstructed. 

Mr  Had  said  that  the  House 
was  being  asked  to  agree  in 
principle  that  the  criminal  law 
should  be  prised  away  from  the 
neat  bulk  of  official  informa¬ 
tion.  The  Government  wanted 
to  protect  unauthorized  disclo¬ 
sure  in  six  limited  areas,  and 
MPs  would  be  asked  to  agree  on 
the  scope  and  definition  of  these 


defence  ofprior  publication  had 
been  suggested.  That  would 
mean  dot  anyone  who  could  say 
jus^ttisdosure  hadbeen  jpub- 

anywhere  in  the  workL  cculd 
not  commit  an  offence.  *That  is 
a  blanket  immunity  I  do  not 
thmk  the  House  should  accept.” 


Prior  publication  could  be 
relevant.  For  the  first  time 

under  the  Bill,  a  jury  would  have 
to  consider  whether  the  journal¬ 
ist  who  published  information 
did  in  fret  cause  specific  harm. 
The  prosecution  would  have  to 
prove  harm  beyond  reasonable 


In  many  cases  dm  would  foil, 
ifthe  defence  was  able  to  argue, 
because  of  prior  publication, 
that  further  dtsdasure  could  do 
no  further  haTT"i 


However  a  front-page 
“splash”  in  a  daily  newspaper 
famed  on  an  item  previously 
earned  in  a  technical  journal  in 
awoihar  country  ought  well 
rgirc»  fWTTML^  farther  harm. 

He  could  not  find  c  judge¬ 
ment  suggesting  that  there  was 
the  so-called  public  interest 
defence  in  the  present  law.  “We 

do  not  ritinlr  that  a 

defence  of  public  interest  should 
have  a  pace  in  the  proposals 
before  us. 


areas. 


Mr  Roy  Hattersley  (1 eft)  and  Mr  Douglas  Hurd,  who  dashed  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Official  Secrets  Bfll 


The  Bill  did  not  allow  some¬ 
one  to  say:  “Yes,  I  know 
disclosure  «»ttyd  lu 
divined  a  different  public  in¬ 
terest  which  in  my  view  justified 
an  otherwise  «rimiMl  action”. 


iv  my 
bat  I 


Within  the  protected  areas 
there  were  some  tests  of  harm 
which  the  prosecution  would 
have  to  prove.  “We  mean  thin 
tire  criminal  law  should  protect 
effectively  information  whose 
disclosure  is  likely  to  cause 
serious  harm  to  the  public 
interest  and  no  other.” 


Changes  had  been  made  since 
the  White  Paper  on  the  matter. 
The  Bill  had  introduced  a  harm 
test  for  disclosure  of  informa¬ 
tion  lecrived  in  confidence  from 
a  foreign  government  or  inter¬ 
national  organization.  In  the 
White  Paper  that  was  an  ab¬ 
solute  offence. 

The  change,  however,  had  not 
escaped  the  obfuscation  which 
some  critics  had  tried  to  shroud 
the  Bill  in.  The  Bill  made  dear 
that  the  prosecution  might  argue 
that  the  feet  that  a  confidence 
has  been  broken  might  jeop¬ 


ardize  the  country’s  interests 
abroad. 

But  that  was  no  obligation  on 

and^did^t^low  the^harm 
test  to  be  by-passed.  There 
would  be  no  absolute  offence. 
There  would  be  a  harm  test,  and 
that  would  relate  to  Britain's 
national  interests  abroad. 


The  Government  had  also 
examined  a  related  point,  the 
barm  test  as  it  would  govern  the 
whole  foreign  affaire  field.  “We 
thooght  that  there  was  a  way  of 
reflecting  the  proper  concerns  of 
the  criminal  law  without  under¬ 
mining  the  effective  conduct  of 
our  foreign  policy.” 

So,  the  Government  had  not 
introduced  the  reference  in  the 
White  Paper  to  disclosure  which 
“might  prejudice  <iwiHwgc  with 
another  government  or  inter¬ 
national  organization”. 


The  Government  had  nar¬ 
rowed  considerably  tire  crime 
category.  In  the  White  ft  per  the 
Government  had  discussed 
penalizing  disclosure  of  inform¬ 
ation  likely  to  be  useful  in  the 
commission  of  an  offence. 

It  had  been  suggested  by  tire 
Guild  of  Britisia  Newspaper 
Editors,  for  example,  that  the 
words  were  too  vague  and  too 
wide. 


It  had  never  been  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  intention  to  cover  all 
sorts  of  information  of  a  general 
kind  which  ujjtat  conceivably 
be  useful  in  committing  an 
offence  but  where  the  chain  of 
circumstances  was  too  long  and 
uncertain  to  justify  involving 
the  criminal  law.  So  a  narrower 
definition  bad  been  provided 
for  that  sort  of  disclosure. 

As  a  result  of  these  changes 
the  BiD  was  tighter  in  wording. 


narrower  in  scope,  and  more 
cpffjfic  in  meaning. 

It  would  not  mean,  for  exam- 
,  that  h  would  be  an  offence 
a  newspaper  to  publish  a 
person's  complaint  that  his 
telephone  was  tapped 
Mr  Roy  Hattenrfey,  Oppo¬ 
sition  spokesman  on  home  af¬ 
fairs,  intervened  to  say  rinrt  ft 
surely  would  be  a  offence  if  the 
complainant  been  told  their 
telephone  was  being  tapped  by  a 
Grown  servant. 

Mr  Hurt  said  yes,  that  would 
be  an  offence.  But  if  a  person 
believed  that  something  was 
«mks  there  was  no  reason  why 
he  should  not  go  to  the  news¬ 
paper  and  no  reason  why  the 
newspaper  should  not  publish  it 
The  Bill  would  remove  the 
protection  of  the  criminal  law 
from  a  great  bulk  of  sensitive 
and  important  information. 


including  policy  documents, 
Cabinet  discussions  on  edu¬ 
cation,  health,  soda!  security, 
the  economy,  and  Budget 
preparations.  None  of  that 
would  have  the  protection  of  the 
criminal  law 

The  Government  had  consid¬ 
ered  tire  implications  of  the 
Spycatcher  case  and  the  present 
state  of  the  law.  “We  have  no 
plans  to  introduce  fegisiatioti  to 
amend  tire  civil  law  of 
confidence.” 

However,  now  that  the  crim¬ 
inal  law  was  being  withdrawn 
from  tire  neat  mass  of  informa¬ 
tion.  the  Civil  Service  code  did 
need  to  take  account  of  that  in 
its  disciplinary  arrangements. 

It  was  not  safe  to  remove  the 
protection  of  the  criminal  law 
completely  from  official  inform¬ 
ation. 

The  law  had  to  be  effective.  A 


That  was  the  heart  of  the 
argument  If  people  thought  that 
such  arguments  shmilrf  be 
allowed,  that  tire  courts  should 
be  allowed  to  balance  some 
concept  of  competing  interests, 
that  it  was  all  right  for  lives  to  be 
lost  so  long  as  one  public 
servant’s  perspective  of  mal¬ 
administration  should  be  aired 
in  the  press,  they  were  close  to 
saying  that  these  mattas  could 
my  t»giii«twf  in  the  criminal 
law. 


A  responsible  person  should 
not  aigue  that,  although  he  knew 
that  a  disclosure  would  prq- 
tirfifo  capabilities  of  the 
armed  services,  it  was  jiuxified 
on  other  grounds—  for  example, 
because  he  believed  that  it  was 
in  tire  public  interest  that  tire 
misconduct  of  a  minister  should 
or  that  tire  Govem- 


be 


_ rtrfe»>cr  policy  should  be 

reversed. 


Peer  calls  for 


treasures 

to  be  listed 


Britain's  treasures  should  Ire 
listed  in  tire  same  way  as  histone 

booses.  Lead  Bla  ke  (Q,  chair¬ 
man  of  tire  Royal  Commission 
on  Historical  Manuscripts,  sug¬ 
gested  in  the  Lords. 

During  a  debate  on  tire  prob¬ 
lems  of  preserving  histone 
buildings  and  treasures,  he  said 
there  was  a  case  for  reintroduc¬ 
ing  an  indefinite  ban  on  tire 
of  national 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS 


He  said  that  by  and  larae  the 
Government  baa  worked  v 


n  r|j. _ i _ _ _ _  aril 

wntri  the  recent  astronomical 
n»  in  prices  in  foe  ait  worid. 

But  he  could  sec  no  objection  to 
the  introduction  of  charges  to 
view  collections  where  they 
were  cost-effective. 

He  was  sceptical  about 
whether  tire  sale  of  the  Mappa 
Mtmdi  by  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Hereford  Cathedral  was  the 
easiest  way  to  raise  money  to 
repair  the  fabric  of  tire  cathedral. 

No  other  cathedral  had  made 
or  even  contemplated  a  similar 
move.  Lincoln  and  Salisbury, 
for  example,  were  not  pro  ’ 

to  sell  their  conks  of  the 
Carta,  nor  Winchester  it 
ous  table. 

“I  am  afraid  that  tire  dean  and 
chapter  (of  Hereford)  are  taking 
what  I  can  only  describe  as  a 
lazy  way  out” 

It  was  not  too  late  for  than  to 
consider  the  merits  of  a  private 
to  a  British  collection. 
There  was  a  case  for  fisting 
certain  very  special  objects  in 
tire  same  way  as  listing  historic 
houses. 

Such  a  move  might  have 


avoided  the  lamentable  disposal 
oftheSpencer  collection i  mthe 

not  make  tire  slightest  effort  in 
keeping  it  up. 

lord  Wyatt  of  Weeford  (Ind) 
said  that  Lord  Blake  was  bang 
unfair  to  the  new  owners  who 
had  spent  a  lot  of  money  on  the 
halL 

Lord  Blake  said  it  did  not 
look  like  it.  but  if  the  present 
state  was  only  temporary  be  was 
only  too  pleased- 

Mr  Nicholas  Ridley  (Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  Environment) 
was  anxious  that  some  of  the 
historic  houses  were  sola 
hoped  it  would  not ,  just  bea 
matter  of  getting  the  highest 
price. 

To  sell  some  of  the  ac¬ 
quisitions  to  preserve  the  rest 
was  not  the  best  way  of  preserv¬ 
ing  national  treasures. 

lord  Jenkin  of  HBIhesd, 
leader  of  the  Democrat  peers, 
said  that  the  history  of 
Hevinghsm  Hall,  had  beat  one 
of  almost  unmitigated  disaster 
over  tire  past  IS  years. 

He  did  not  believe  that  tire 
major  problem  of  tire  contents 
of  historic  houses  could  be 
contained,  let  alone  solved,  by 
Mr  Ridley's  chosen  solution  of 
the  oncien  pmrvre  selling  as 
quickly  as  they  could  to  the 
nouveau  riche. 


Ministers’  pay  rise 


increases  for  ministers  of 
£1,359  a  year  were  among  a 
package  of  increases  approved 
in  tire  Commons  after  a  debate 
late  on  Tuesday. 

offoe^HouS^rSominflB^S 

that  tiM  total  annual  addition  tO 
tire  wages  lull  of  £81,000  was 
modest  and  tire  increases  could 
not  be  regarded  as  excessive. 


He  said  that  from  J* 


_ January  !, 

1989,  average  salaries  would  be 
increased  by  4  per  cent  in  the 
Commons,  with  ministers  and 

Sid  office  holders  receiving 
32  on  their  official  salary 
together  with  a  £1,237  increase 
on  their  reduced  parliamentary 
salary. 


Government  and  Opposition 
whins  would  receive  a  further 


whips 

£m 


Ministry  in  touch  with  Irish  officials 


Control  arrangements  for  unfit 


‘shown  to  be  working’ 


Britain's  arrangements  for  en¬ 
suring  that  no  unfit  meat  got 
into  tire  human  food  chain  had 
been  shown  to  woric  well  in  tire 
case  of  contaminated  meat 
found  in  a  Cornish  meal  proces¬ 
sors,  Mr  John  MacGregor,  Min¬ 
uter  of  Agriculture  and  Food, 
said  in  the  Commons. 


Mr  John  Home  Robertson,  an 
Opposition  spokesman  on  agri¬ 
culture,  said  that  there  should  be 
immediate  action  to  make  local, 
national  and  international  sys¬ 
tems  of  food  inspection  work. 

The  events  of  tire  past  two 
weeks  had  demonstrated  a  fail¬ 
ure  to  maintain  proper  stan¬ 
dards.  They  should  be  grateful 
to  local  councils  for  doing  their 
work.  He  wished  he  could  say 
the  same  for  tire  minister. 

Mr  MacGregor  said  that  tire 
evidence  was  that  not  only  local 


authorities,  hut  tire  department, 
were  working  property. 

Mr  Matthew  Taylor  (Truro, 
Dem),  whose  constituency  con¬ 
tains  the  Mid  Cornwall  Meat 
Packers  where  the  contaminated 
meat  was  found,  opened  tire 
exchanges  when  he  asked 
whether  the  minister  had  taken 
any  steps  to  ensure  that  meat 
entering  the  UK  from  tire 
Republic  of  Ireland  was  fit  for 
human  consumption. 

Mr  MacGregor  said  that  there 
were  anangmems  for  tire  port 
health  authorities  to  cany  out 
checks  on  meat  imported  m  the 
UK  from  the  Republic  of 
Ireland. 


Environmental  health  officers 
from  Carrick  District  Council 
had  overa  period  been  monitor- 
ty  meat  coming  into 
iwall  Meat  Packers  and 


on  a  number  of  occasions  meat 
had  been  surrendered. 

Last  week,  the  company  re¬ 
fused  to  surrender  part  of  a 
consignment  which  environ¬ 
mental  health  officers  consid¬ 
ered  unfit.  It  was  taken  before  a 
magistrate  who  condemned  it 
The  Government  had  asked  the 
republic  to  investigate  urgently. 

Mr  Taylor  asked  if  be  was 
convinced  that  standards  in 
Ireland  woe  equivalent  to  those 
here.  Could  he  explain  how 
consignments  of  this  sort  could 
have  entered  tire  country  in  this 
way? 

Could  he  give  any  indication 
of  tire  extent  to  which  such 
consignments  had  been  enter¬ 
ing? 

“What  reassurance  can  be 
give  consumers  in  tins  country 
that  the  meat  that  they  get  on 


their  is  pure  and 
wholesome,  unlike  that  which 
has  been  imported  into  my  own 
constituency?" 

Could  he  also  explain  why,  on 
BBC  radio.  The  World  at  One, 
tire  Irish  agriculture  minister 
had  said  that  be  had  not  been 
contacted  by  Mr  MacGregor’s 
ministry  and  was  not  conduct¬ 
ing  an  lnvestigation. 

Mr 

faiS  nffiriaU 

with  the  Irish  ministry  and  he 
would  hope  later  today  to  talk  to 

miniaw  hi 

Under  the  EEC  i 


tire  human  food  chain.  In  fact, 
several  consignments  coming  to 
this  company  had  been  surren¬ 
dered. 


MacGregor  replied  that 
fidals  had  been  in  touch 


!  rates,  aQ  meat 
imported  from  other  EEC  states 
had  to  be  accompanied  by 
health  certificates. 

This  incident  demonstrated 
that  effective  action  by  Carrick 
District  Council  had  ensured 
that  no  unfit  meat  was  entering 


The  checks,  which  were  ex¬ 
tremely  important,  were,  first, 
environmental  health  officers  in 
the  district  council  monitoring 
the  meat  regularly;  second, 
checks  by  the  officers  in  manu¬ 
facturing  plant  to  which  the 
meat  had  gone;  third,  checks  by 
the  companies  themselves 
which  were  anxious  that  their 
products  were  safe. 

Environmental  health  officers 
at  the  council  had  alerted, 
through  electronic  mail,  officers 
in  an  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Government  bad  check¬ 
ed  with  tire  Environmental 
Health  Officers’  Association 
and  he  was  assured  that  there 
was  no  particular  concern  as  a 


result  of  the  information 
provided. 

“In  other  wads,  tins  is  a 
particular  problem,  which  the 
environmental  health  officers  in 
Carrick  had  been  picking  up.” 
The  system  had  worked  well  on 
this  occasion. 


er  of  the  OUP,  said  that  food 
standards  in  other  EEC  coun¬ 
tries  were  not  up  to  British 
standards.  Was  it  not  true  that 
spot  checks  were  as  low  as  3  per 
cent  at  some  entry  ports  and 
that  this  needed  to  be  increased? 


heard  in  demanding  that  safe¬ 
guards  be  stringently  imposed 
irrespective  of  where  meat  came 
into  this  country. 

Mr  MacGregor  said  that  our 
own  safeguards  were  stringently 
imposed. 

Miss  Marjorie  Mowlam 
(Redear,  Q:  Will  he  explain  why 
he  has  not  yet  talked  to  the  Irish 
agriculture  minister?  In  view  of 
the  difficulties  of  communica¬ 
tion  we  have  had  over  the 
(Father  Patrick)  Ryan  case  and 
Mr  MacGregor's  incompetence 
over  the  egg  fiascc  !* 
have  been  common  < 
alone  common  sens 
tire  Irish  mimww  first. 

Mr  MacGregor  That  is  a 
pointless  question  because  my 
ministry  has  been  in  touch  with 
them  and  I  shall  be  in  touch 
later  this  afternoon. 


ibertHkks  (Sow 
Cornwall,  Q  asked  for  confirm¬ 
ation  that  there  was  no  evidence 
that  tire  meat  in  question  had 
entered  the  human  food  drain. 


Mr  MacGregor  said  that  it 
it  possible  to  i 


was  not  possible  to  check  every 
single  consignment  carefully. 
There  were  two  checks:  at  the 


port  and  then  by  environmental 
health  officers  who  were  rcspon- 


Mr  MacGregor:  The  most 
important  point  is  that  the 
system  has  worked.  The  meat 
has  been  found  and  taken  out  of 
the  system  and  all  the  checks 
have  worked.  I  repeat,  and  I  can 
give  this  assurance,  that  there  is 
no  evidence  that  any  such  meal 
food  chain. 


able  for  tire  food  plants  in  their 
district. 


has  entered  tire 
Mr  James  Maly  mi  r,  Lead- 


Mr  Thomas  Cox  (Tooting, 
Lab)  asked  what  laws  were  being 
applied,  those  of  the  EEC  or 
those  of  the  United  Kingdom?  If 
it  was  our  own  laws,  people 
would  have  total  confidence, 
but  if  it  was  laws  imposed  by  the 
Community  then  tire  Govern¬ 
ment  should  make  its  voice 


Electricity  export 
to  be  made  easier 


The 


apacity 

connector  which  enables  elec¬ 
tricity  generated  in  Scotland  to 
be  exported  to  England  may  be 
increased. 

Mr  Ian  Lana.  Minister  of 
Slate.  Scottish  Office,  said  dur¬ 
ing  question  time  that  the  level 
ofetectricity  exports  from  Scot¬ 
land  after  privatization  would 
be  a  mailer  for  commercial 
negotiation  between  the  com¬ 
panies. 

“Consideration  is  being  given 
to  upgrading  the  capacity  of  the 
interconnector  so  that  opportu¬ 
nities  for  trading  can  be  maxi- 
mired  to  the  umits  justified 
commercially  and  economi¬ 
cally." 

Mr  David  Harris  (St  lyes,  C) 
said  that  the  Electricity  BiD  and 
proposals  to  upgrade  the 
interconnect  or  offered  exciting 
prospects  for  the  generating 
industry  in  Scotland  and  it 


SCOTLAND 


would  be  a  refreshing  change  if 
the  ragbag  of  opposition  was  to 
think  positively  rather  than 
negatively  on  the  matter. 

Mr  Gavin  Strang  (Edinburgh 
East,  Lab)  asked  whether  the 
Government  would  invest  in 
the  interconnector  or  stand  idly 
by  and  allow  the  South  of 
Scotland  Electricity  Board  to 
write  off  thousands  of  pounds 
worth  of  investment  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  jobs  in  the  deep-mine 
industry. 

Mr  Lang  said, that  the  do- 
ciaon  on  upgrading  the  inter- 
connector  was  for  the  electricity 
companies,  but  there  had  been 
agreement  in  principle  to  in¬ 
crease  its  rapacity  to  1,600 
megawatts.  The  ax 
negotiation. 


cost  was  for 


Scottish  questions 


Rifkind  refuses  invitation 


There  were  noisy  exchanges  during  Scottish 
questions  when  Mr  Malcolm  Rifkind,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  made  dear  be  had  no  Intention 
of  taking  part  in  a  proposed  seminar  on  devolatren 
for  Scotland. 

He  maintained  that  the  onteoae  of  the  debate 
had  already  been  decided  by  its  organizers,  the 
Campaign  for  a  Scottish  Assembly. 

“Since  it  is  not  intended  as  a  Bmdne  debate  on 
the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  coastftathaMl 
changes  which  they  have  in  mind,  I  consider  that 
it  woaid  not  be  appropriate  for  the  Government  to 
be  represented.” 

Mr  Jim  SUtarj  (Glasgow,  Goran,  SNF)  said 
that  it  was  wrong  to  say  that  the  outcome  of  the 
meeting  was  predetermined.  It  would  be  open  to 
every  point  of  view.  Why  was  the  Government 
afraid  of  giving  Scottish  people  an  opportunity  to 
debate  their  views? 

Mr  Rifkind  said  tint  there  was  no  need  for 
pleasure  groups  to  organize  meetings  and  gve 
than  grandiose  titles  when  that  debate  coaid  take 
place  in  tire  House  and  In  Scoria  art,  as  had  been 
Che  case  for  many  years.  A  meeting  to  meet  a 
purpose  already  identified  by  the  organizers 
showed  bow  bog«  the  whole  exercise  was. 


Mr  Donald  Dewar,  chief  Opposition  spokes¬ 
man  on  Scotland,  said  that  Mr  Rifldnd’s  response 
demonstrated  arrogant  assumptions  about  the 
motives  of  those  involved  in  the  constitutional 
convention.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  responsible 
politicians  in  Scotland  to  discuss  the  posribQtfcs 
and  argne  thdr  comer? 


Mr  Rifkind  was  trapped  by  the 


s  policies  of  his 
party,  bat  when  was  he  going  to  break  out  and 


recognize  the  strong  wish  of  Scots  to  have  a  say 
over  their  own  affairs  within  the  framework  of  tire 
United  Kingdom?  His  objection  to  tfevofation 
seemed  to  be  based  on  a  belief  that  most  people  in 
Scotland  did  not  want  it. 


Mr  Rifkind,  hi  a  reference  to  tire  walkout  by 
Opposition  Scottish  MPs  daring  the  prewiona 
evening's  dehate,  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
members  to  take  part  in  debates  and  not  to  allow 
the  “Duke  of  York  to  lead  them  ont  and  tires  bade 
in  again”.  Mr  Dewar  shook)  think  carefaDy  about 
associating  himself  with  a  group  which  stated  that 
the  United  Kiagdem  daim  to  rights  was  a  glaring 
anomaly.  He  conid  understand  why  some 
members  of  the  House  should  rapport  ft,  hot  Mr 
Dewar  was  playing  with  fire  if  he 
himself  with  that  kmd  of  thing. 


Inward  investment 


reaches  £306] 


The  estimated  value  oft 
inward  investment  to 
from  April  this  year  was  £306.6 
million,  with  the  p 
creating 
jobs,  Mi 
retary  of  State  for  Scotland,  said 
during  questions. 

He  told  MPs,  however,  that 
he  bad  no  plans  to  meet  the 
Ambassador  of  the  United 
States  to  discuss  inward  in¬ 
vestment 

He  said  that  this  investment 
was  a  tribute  to  “Locate  in 
Scotland”  created  by  tbe  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  also  to  the  sldQ 
aad  talents  of  Scottish  workers. 
It  justified  tbe  Government's 


meot  in  the  UK  and  to  expea 
reciprocal  treatment  from  the 
US  Congress. 

Mr  Riflrfud:  That  is  desirable 
as  an  otgective. 

Mr  Neman  Hogg  (Cumber¬ 
nauld  and  Kilsyth,  Lab)  said 
that  the  record  in  inward  uivestr 
men!  in  Scotland  in  the  postwar 
period  had  been  achieved  by  foe 
five  Scottish  new  towns. 


Would  Mr  Rifirind  leave  in 
place  those  mechanisms  de¬ 
signed  to  achieve  inward  invest¬ 
ment  in  these  towns? 


Mr  Allan  Stewart  (Eastwood, 
Q  asked  if;  at  a  time  of  riring 
protectionism  in  the  United 
States,  it  was  Government  pol¬ 
icy  unequivocally  to  support 
responsible  American  invest- 


Mr  Rfflaad  said  it  was  right  to 
pay  tribute  to  these  towns  in 
attracting  inward  investment. 
He  agreed  thata  in  considering 
their  future,  and  the  possible 
winding  up  of  individual  new 
towns,  ways  must  be  explored  to 
ensure  that  they  could  be  attrac¬ 
tive  locations  for  inward 
investment. 


Dewar  leads  a  protest  walkout  by  Scottish  members 


Part  of  the  following  report  of  a 
Commons  debate  on  the  failure 
to  establish  a  Select  Committee 
on  Scottish  Affairs  appeared  in 
later  editions  yesterday. 

Opposition  MPs  from  Scot¬ 
land  walked  out  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  near  the  cod  of  a  debate  in 
which  they  had  sharply  criti¬ 
cized  the  Government  over  its 
failure  to  came  forward  with 
proposals  to  establish  a  Com¬ 
mons  Select  Committee  on 
Scottish  Affairs. 


The  MPs  left  the  chamber 
rather  than  listen  to  the  wind-up 
speech  by  a  Government  min¬ 
ister  after  three  hours  of  debate. 


They 
t  Mr 


accepted  an  invitation 
Donald  Dewar,  chief 
sinou  spokesman  on  Scot¬ 
land,  not  to  sit  and  listen  to  a 
“litany  of  excuses”  as  to  why  the 
committee  had  not  been  set  up. 

Mr  Dewar  said  that  Conser¬ 
vative  members  would  not 
serve  on  the  committee  and  that 
that  amounted  to  a  dereliction 
of  duty.  An  inconvenient  com¬ 
mittee  bad  been  shuffled  into 
limbo  by  the  Government.  This 
was  a  dangerous  precedent 


It  was  a  sad  history  that 
showed  up  all  that  was  wrong 
with  the  present  Government 

and  the  way  it  used  the  par¬ 
liamentary  process. 

Mir  fan  fan,  Minister  of 

State,  Scottish  Office,  address¬ 
ing  the  depleted  Opposition 
benches,  said  that  they  were 
witnessing  another  own  goal 
The  select  committee  could 
have  been  set  up  had  the 
opposition  parties  been  more 
reasonable  in  the  earlier  stages 
Of  the  negotiations. 

The  Government  would  have 
welcomed  the  select  committee 
as  one  more  form  of  scrutiny. 
“We  have  a  good  story  to  tdl  m 
Scotland.” 


Mr  John  Wakeham,  Leader 
of  the  House,  had  moved  a 
motion  earlier  recognizing  the 
inability  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Selection  to  nominate  MPs  to 
Serve  on  tbe  Scottish  com¬ 
mittee. 

He  said  that  Government  and 
Opposition  had  been  unable  to 
End  a  generally  acceptable  basis 
on  which  to  complete  nomina- 
tigqs  to  the  committee. 


Scotland  to  10  out  of  72. 

One  answer  was  to  set  up  a 
committee  that  reflected  the 
outcome  of  the  general  election. 
But  that,  they  understood,  had 
been  rejected  by  the  Prime 
Minister. 


SCOTLAND 


“They  twist  any  arm,  press 
any  gang,  in  order  to  ret  some  of 
their  policies  through  but  they 
will  not  twist  an  arm  in  order  to 
set  up  tbe  Scottish  affairs  select 
committee.” 


The  time  was  kmg  overdue  to 
discuss  the  way  the  unitary 
parliamentary  system  was  run 
because  if  not.  there  was  a 
danger  that  for  short-term 


Such  a  committee  would  be 
highly  inconvenient  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  an  inconvenience  that 
they  did  not  want. 

If  die  Government  got  away 
with  swallowing  op  one  in¬ 
convenient  select  committee,  it 
would  soon  get  a  taste  for  them. 
This  was  a  naked  use  of  power 
for  short-term  political  advaa- 


Mrs  Ewing:  Scotland  now 
has  a  governor  general 


Mr  Frank 
sition  spokesman  on  House  of 
Commons  affairs,  said  that  the 
Scottish  people  had  reduced  tbe 
number  of  Conservative  MPs  in 


Mr  William  Walker  (North 
Tayside,  Q  said  that  he  bad 
adlieved  more  in  this  Par¬ 
liament,  not  serving  on  the 
committee,  than  in  all  the  years 
he  had  sat  on  ft.  Committee 
reports  were  not  listened  to  by 

mmistera.  _/ 


opportunism,  the  system  would 
be  at  grave  risk. 

Sr  Hector  Moure  (Dumfries, 
Q  said  that  it  had  been  the 
attitude  of  the  Opposition  froo 
bench  and  their  refusal  to  allow 
an  English  Conservative  on  to 
the  committee  that  had  brought 
this  about. 

Mrs  Bay  Mkhfc,  Democrat 
tesman  on  Scotland,  said 
it  the  death  knell  was  sound¬ 
ing  for  the  committee  and  the 
Government  would  see  to  it  by 
trundling  in  its  voting  machine 
as  the  end  of  the  debate. 

Tbe  Government  was  dosing 
its  eyes  and  eats  to  the  fact  that 
it  did  not  have  majority  support 
in  either  Scotland  or  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr  Harry  Ewing  (Falkirk 
East,  Lab)  said  r 


vative  backbenchers  could  stop 
62  MPs  from  the  opposition 
parties  carrying  ouiihc  task  for 
which  they  were  elected. 

“We  are  all  being  ignored  and 
fiat  is  putting  tension  on  foe 

situation  in  Scotland.  That  is 

why  I  say  that  the  fragile  nature 
of  democracy  could  easily 
snap.” 

Mrs  Margaret  Ewing  ( 

SNP;  said  that  Scots  were  i 
concerned  at  the  offence 
had  been  done  to  the  democratic 
process  in  Scotland  where  there 
was  now  essentially  a ; 
general  served  by  a  f 


They  were  not  prepared  to  see 
the  democratic  and  political 
aspirations  of  the  people  of 
Scotland  pushed  around  any 
longer.  The  Government  was 

making  a  wriww  mi^nHyniBil 

and  it  would  not  be  allowed  to 
getaway  with  ft. 

Mr  Norman  Hogg  (Cumber¬ 
nauld  and  Kilsyth,  Lab)  said 
that  a  few  Conservative  back¬ 
benchers  were  bolding  the  Gov- 
’  eminent  to  ranwwii 


Tbe  pig-headed  obstinacy  of 
three  of  them  in  refitsing  to 


serve  on  tbe  committee  would 
farther  erode  respect  for  the 
Scottish  Conservative  Party. 

Mr  Dewar  «iH  fiat  there 
coujji  be  do  department  more  in 
need  of  dose  scrutiny  thar  the 
Scottish  Office. 

He  took  ill  the  accusation  that 
the  situation  bad  been  brought 
about  by  his  inflexibility  or  tbe 
attitude  of  his  colleagues. 

A  Labour  amendment  con¬ 
demning  tbe  Government's  fail¬ 
ure  to  sra  up  the  committee  was 
fleeted  by  285  votes  to  229  - 
Government  majority,  56. 

A  Democrat  amendment  stat¬ 
ing  that  the  committee  should 
be  set  up  with  five  Labour  MPs, 
three  Conservatives,  two  Demo¬ 
crats  and  one  SNP  was  resected 
by  286  votes  to  226  —  Govern¬ 
ment  majority,  60. 

An  SNP  amendment  ordering 
the  Committee  of  Selection  to 
setup  the  committee  forthwith 
according  the  standing  ordera 
was  rejected  by  281  to  221  — 
Government  majority,  60. 

The  Government  motion  was 
carried  by  280  votes  to  224  — 
jEfovtnunent  ungodly,  56. 


Rates  ‘can 
be  held 
down’ 


WALES 


it 


The  Welsh  ra 

for  1989-90  „ 

possible  for  local  government  in 
the.  principality  to  meet  its 
obligations  and  provide  efficient 
services.  Mr  Peter  Walker,  Sec¬ 


retary  of  State  for  Wales,  told 
tbe  Commons 


■ - when  he  success¬ 

fully  proposed  approval  of  the 
grant 


The  amounts  involved  were 
so  huge  as  to  be  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  ordinary 
people,  he  said,  but  the  settle¬ 
ment  represented  £37  a  week  for 
“”*"7  household  in  the  — 
tty.  Of  that  £25  came 
-  £7 


from 


domestic 


and 

ratepayers. 

,  The  Audit  Commission 
identified  £42.4  million  a  year 
that  could  be  saved  in  Wales 
ud  so  far  only  28  per  cent  of 
that  had  been  realized. 

Given  the  figures,  there  was 
no  reason  why  rate  increases 
should  not  be  held  down  to  a 
reasonable  level  if  councils  re¬ 
mained  lean,  fix  anti  alert 

Mr  Hmy  Jones,  chief  Oppo- 
atron  spokesman  on  Wales,  said 
that  the  Opposition  did  not 

S7.6  million,  or  2.1  per  cent 
short  ofwfaat  local  authorities 
calculated  they  would 

^  S£e3HPp0rt  sram  was 
earned  by  237  votes  to  212  — 
Government  majority,  25. 


Royal  Assent 


Ro^I  Assent  has  been 
to  tbe  foO 


osoli- 


tiated  FvSrffio  2UfcUaaIe 
s  Mom;  Btrmi 


Authority;  Harwich  Harbour?* 


Parliament  today 

(9-30):  Christmas 
^^“nent  debates  on  various 

unreiiift^iS  Soc“I  security 
^pmsng  and  re-ratmg  orders,  y 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 


Their  lives  will  turn 

your  stomach  even  if 

their  eggs  don’t. 


This  is  what  it  feels  like  to  be 
one  of  Britain's  37  million  battery 
hens. 

You  live  and  die  in  a  space  not 
much  bigger  than  a  shoe  box. 

There  is  no  room  to  spread 
your  wings,  perch  or  scratch. 

(Instincts  as  natural  to 
chickens  as  running  and  walking 
are  to  humans.) 

You  rarely  see  daylight  and 
your  diet  often  contains  the 
ground-up  remains  of  other 
chickens. 

Your  life  is  unnaturally  short. 
Sometimes  six  months,  sometimes  a 
year.  When  you  stop  laying  you 
stop  living. 

You  are  just  an  egg  machine, 
nothing  more. 

Sadly,  there  is  now  a  risk  that 
some  of  those  eggs  will  be  infected. 

Salmonella  is  not  confined  to 
battery  farming  but  it  certainly 

intensifies  the  problem. 

Millions  of  chickens  are  about 
to  be  slaughtered  because  of  the 

drop  in  egg  sales. 

The  RSPCA  are  concerned 

about  this  but  accept  the  need  to 
eliminate  salmonella  from  the  food 


It  is  a  bad  business,  but  we 
hope  that  some  good  will  come  from 
this  disaster  and  we  need  your  help 
to  make  it  happen. 

There  are  alternative  forms  of 
egg  production  that  are  less  cruel 
than  battery  farming. 

EEC  marketing  regulations 
define  egg  production  systems  as 
“Free  Range”,  “Deep  Litter”  “Semi- 
Intensive”  or  “Perchery”. 

When  you  see  eggs  packaged 
under  those  headings  you  can  be 
sure  they're  not  from  a  battery  cage. 

However,  beware  of  labels  like 
“Farm  Fresh”  and  “Country  Fresh”  — 
they  are  simply  slogans  that  can 
mask  an  egg’s  origins. 

Unfortunately,  alternatives  to 
battery  eggs  are  still  rare. 

We  need  your  help  in  the 
stores  and  supermarkets.  Ask  for 
non-battery  eggs;  let  the  store  know 
you  care. 

You’ll  be  surprised  at  the 
power  of  the  purse. 

Of  course,  you’ll  be  told  that 
such  eggs  will  cost  more  and  it’s  true, 
but  we  suspect  many  housewives 
would  be  willing  to  pay  more  for 
non-battery  eggs. 

(Indeed,  they  already  do.) 


Secondly,  use  your  voice 
politically  Write  to  your  MP  and 
make  your  views  known.  Sweden 
and  Switzerland  have  already  passed 
legislation  to  phase  out  battery 
egg  farming. 

Last  but  not  least,  support  the 
RSPCA  with  a  donation.  We  have 
been  fighting  .battery  farming  for 
years  and  we  need  your  help  to  go  on 
with  our  campaign. 

In  time,  the  egg  industry  will 
recover  from  salmonella. 

It  is  vital  that  it  rebuilds  on 
more  humane  lines  —  that  it  does  not 
return  to  the  cruelty  of  battery  cages. 

The  time  has  come  to  put  the 
chicken  before  the  egg. 


To  the  RSPCA,  Causeway, 
Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12 1HG. 

I  enclose  a  cheque  /PO  to 
help  in  your  ,  fight  against  battery 
farming  fori  pu^mAmmuiiBox. 

£50  □  £25  □  £15  □  £10  G  Other  □ 
Please  send  me  literature  on 
battery  farming.  G  T 

Name _ 

Address - 


RSPCA 


Wjf 
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SPECTRUM 


The  past  and  present  man 


He  must  be  the  best-known  per¬ 
sonality  in  the  world.  In  an  age 
morbidly  obsessed  with  celebrity, 
he  has  more  charisma  than  the 
Pope,  is  more  widely  recognized 
than  the  Queen,  attracts  more 
vulgar  attention  than  Mrs  Thatcher, 
and  is  more  loved  even  than 
Mickey  Mouse: 

He  is  impersonated  in  high 
streets  and  department  stores 
around  the  world  by  elderly  gents 
whose  breath  smells  under¬ 
standably  fruity  after  lunch. 
Christmas  comes;  but  once  a  year 
is  enough.  And  yet,  for  somebody 
so  famous,  we  know  surprisingly 
little  about  the  real  man  behind 
the  image.  But  we  can  say  with 
confidence  that  the  popular  image 
is  a  travesty.  He  is  universally 
recognized  as  a  jolly  old  man  with 
a  red  nose,  white  beard  and 
whiskers,  and  red  romper  suit  and 
dressing  gown.  In  feet,  be  was 
certainly  swarthy,  if  not  dusky;  he 
was  probably  lean  and  hungry  and 
angry,  and  died  young;  he  was 
political  and  militant;  and,  living 
in  a  sweaty  climate,  he  did  not 
wear  a  lot,  certainly  not  a  volu¬ 
minous  scarlet  track  suit.  Nicho¬ 
las,  Bishop  of  Myra,  alias  Santa 
Claus,  alias  Father  Christmas,  this 
is  your  life. 

Hie  was  bom  in  the  late  3rd 
century  in  south-western  Turkey. 
His  parents  are  said  to  have  been, 
rich.  He  became  bishop  of  Myra,  a 
run-down  diocese  in  a  run-down 
comer  of  the  Empire,  the  modem 
Mugla,  looking  out  to  Rhodes. 
According  to  tradition,  he  was 
imprisoned  when  Diocletian  was 
persecuting  the  Christians,  the 
contemporary  Bolshies,  and  later 
released  to  attend  the  Council  of 
Nicaea  in  325.  Do  not  believe  it 
His  name  is  not  included  in  any  of 
the  early  lists  of  bishops  attending 
the  council,  when  names  of  those 
attending  were  noticed  as  much  as 
names  attending  memorial  ser¬ 
vices  listed  on  the  Court  Page. 
And  that  meticulous,  fanatical 
nutter  Athanasius  does  not  once 
refer  to  him  in  his  writings. 

He  first  comes  definitely  into 
the  credible  record  with  the 
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PROFILE 


NICHOLAS  OF  MYRA 


Church  of  St  Priscus  and  Si 
Nicholas,  bnilt  by  the  Emperor 
Justinian  (died  565)  at  Con¬ 
stantinople.  His  cult  was  firmly 
established  in  the  East  from  the 
6th  centoty,  encouraged  by  a 
hyped  and  fictitious  biography  by 
Methodius,  who  died  in  847. 
When  Myra  was  taken  by  the 
Moslems,  the  bits  and  pieces  of  St 
Nicholas  were  evacuated  to  Bari, 
where  there  were  many  Greek 
immigrants  and  refugees,  in  1087. 

For  such  an  obscure  ecclesiastic, 
he  showed  the  talent  of  Edwina 
Currie  for  attracting  sensational 
headlines  in  the  sewer  press.  In  the 
long  run  two  concerning  children 
were  momentous.  One  runs  that 
three  girls  were  about  to  be  sold 
into  prostitution  because  their 
father  could  not  afford  dowries. 
Rich  Nicholas  anonymously  tossed 
three  bags  of  gold  for  dowries  in 
the  window  of  their  house,  saving 
them  from  a  fete  worse  than  death. 
This  is  considered  by  some  to  be 
the  origin  of  putting  sweets  and 
other  small  presents  in  the  stock¬ 
ings  of  children  on  the  eve  of  St 
Nicholas's  Day,  December  6.  The 
custom  was  transferred  to  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  in  Britain  in  a  spirit  of 


thrift,  to  avoid  having  to  give  two 
lots  of  presents  in  a  fortnight 
Those  three  bags  of  gold  were 
adopted  into  the  coat  of  arms  of 
the  Medici  family.  Hence  they 
were  introduced  into  London  by 
Lombard  bankets,  and  became  the 
three  golden  balls,  the  once  famil¬ 
iar  pawnbroker’s  sign. 

The  other  seminal  legend 
connecting  Nicholas  with  children 
concerns  a  wealthy  Asian  of  the 
4th  century  who  sent  bis  three 
sons  to  Athens  to  be  educated.  He 
told  them  to  call  on  Bishop 
Nicholas  en  route.  The  boys 
arrived  in  Myra,  and  put  up  in  the 
inn.  The  anthropophagous  land¬ 
lord  murdered  them  to  steal  their 
luggage.  He  cut  up  the  bodies,  and 
put  them  in  his  pickling  barrel, 
intending  to  serve  a  special  plat  da 
jour.  Warned  of  this  horrid  trans¬ 
action  by  a  vision,  Nicholas 
hurried  to  the  inn,  made  a  sign  of 
the  cross  over  the  pork  barrel,  and 
prayed.  The  bits  of  the  boys  were 
miraculously  reunited,  and  they 
jumped  out  as  good  as  new.  This  is 
why  in  medieval  iconography  St 
Nicholas  is  represented  as  stand¬ 
ing  in  full  episcopal  costume  by  a 
bath  full  of  naked  children. 
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303;  Imprisoned  during  the  Great  Persecution  of  Diodetian 
325:  Said  to  have  attended  the  First  Council  of  Nicaea 
527-565:  First  church  dedicated  to  St  Nicholas  at  Constantinople 
1087:  Inhabitants  of  Bari,  Italy,  said  to  have  rescued  the  rakes  of  St 
Nicholas  from  invaders 
1087:  Cult  of  St  Nicholas  spreads  over  Europe 
1625:  Settlers  introduce  Santa  Claus  to  the  New  World 
1950:  Heavy  commeraaToatlon  and  vulgarization  of  Father  Christmas  m 
both  the  United  States  and  Western  Europe.  Patron  saint  of  the  high 
street  and  department  stores 

1980:  Raymond  Briggs  ultimately  domesticates  Father  Christmas  by 
depicting  him  srnhg  on  the  too.  Babsr  has  already  met  him 


Other  pious  flapdoodle  of 
Nicholas  as  thaumaturge  accreted 
like  barnacles. 

At  the  Reformation  this  leg¬ 
endary  saint  met  an  even  more 
shadowy  figure  from  the  pagan 
world;  and  the  two  grew  together 
into  Father  Christmas.  That  is 
where  the  old  fool  got  his  red  nose, 
white  whiskers,  red  pyjamas,  and 
reputation  for  feasting. 

His  cult  flourished  particularly 
in  Germany  and  other  countries 
where^  the  Reformed  Churches 
were  in  the  majority.  The  char¬ 
itable  Turkish  bishop  had  met 
something  older  and  more  sin¬ 
ister.  Father  Christmas's  beard  has 
a  Druidical  cut  from  the  days 
when  the  victims  at  the  celebra¬ 
tions  of  the  winter  solstice  were 
killed  not  in  play,  but  for  real. 

The  custom  of  putting  presents 
into  the  children's  stockings  while 
they  are  sleeping  on  Christmas 
Eve,  imitating  Bishop  Nicholas 
and  his  golden  dowries,  was 
imported  to  Britain  with  the 
Christmas  tree  around  1840.  He 
was  taken  to  the  New  World  by 
Dutch  Protestant  settlers  in  New 
Amsterdam,  where  he  was  con¬ 
flated  with  the  Nordic  god  Thor. 
Hence  came  in  reindeers,  jingle- 
bells,  and  the  strident  commer¬ 
cialism  of  modern  S^mta 

Behind  the  jolly  old  fellow 
lurks  this  oddly  descended  crea¬ 
ture,  half  bishop,  half  pagan  witch¬ 
doctor,  so  familiar  as  to  be 
virtually  unknown.  In  1969  the 
Vatican  recognized  how  far  St 
Nicholas  had  travelled  from  his 
innocent  origins  in  Myra,  and 
dropped  his  feast  day  from  the 
calendar.  People  customarily  say 
that  Christmas  is  'Tor  the  lads” 
Considering  how  ghastly  Christ¬ 
mas  is,  and  how  much  our  society 
bates  children,  this  must  be  true. 
But  they  will  be  brave  parents  who 
assume  that  history  will  excuse 
them  from  creeping  round  the 
house  with  stockings  on  Saturday 
night,  or  their  bright-eyed  child¬ 
ren  manufacturing  spurious  snores, 
from  pretending  to  be  taken  in. 

Philip  Howard 
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How  to  make  the 
heart  beat  again 


If  there  were  obvious  sol¬ 
utions  to  the  problems  of 
the  inner  city,  they  would 
have  been  discovered  years 
ago.  I  suspect  that  for  many 
the  phrase  is  simply  a  eu¬ 
phemism  for  other  issues: 
those  of  racial  prejudice; 
crime  or  drugs. 

The  more  we  amalgamate 
different  social  issues  under 
the  general  label  inner  city,  the 
less  likely  we  are  to  be  able  to 
cope  with  any  of  them  separ¬ 
ately.  I  deplore  the  feet  that 
current  policies  ignore  the 
smouldering  resentment  build¬ 
ing  up  in  the  cities,  and  I 
simply  want  to  recommend  a 
handful  of  ideas  expressed  in 
terms  that  will  win  the  widest 
possible  assent 
The  first  is  that  the  property 
boom  and  property  specula¬ 
tion  destroys  any  opportunity 
for  poor  city  dwellers  to  do 
anything  for  themselves.  This 
is  an  old  issue  in  British  pol¬ 
itics  and  the  feet  that  it  has 
slipped  off  the  political  agenda 
does  not  reduce  its  import¬ 
ance. 

The  public  purse  must  bear 
the  cost  of  artificially  depress¬ 
ing  ate  values  for  specific 
purposes.  It  is  hypocrisy  to 
remove  people’s  opportunity 
to  improve  their  situation, 
and  then  to  stigmatize  them  as 
a  self-perpetuating  urban 
underclass. 

The  second  point  is  closely 
related.  The  shining  fights  of 
urban  regeneration  are  the 
tiny  initiatives  for  dweller- 
controlled  rehousing,  whether 
co-ops  or  selfbuild  associ¬ 
ations,  whose  financial  viabil¬ 
ity  depends  on  access  to  land 
and  whose  organizational 
viability  depends  on  a  net¬ 
work  of  local  advisory  re¬ 
sources.  This  applies  nor  only 
to  the  dries.  Mechanisms 
have  to  be  devised  to  enable 
poorer  people  to  join  everyone 
else  in  the  general  dispersal  of 
settlement  patterns. 

The  third  point  is  simi¬ 
larly  linked  with  site 
values  and  consequent¬ 
ly  with  rental  values.  Our 
belated  rediscovery  of  small 
business  should  persuade  us  to 
learn  from  the  Italian  example 
and  to  realize  that  its  success 
depends  on  two  things  access 
to  credit  and  low  overheads. 

Yet  site  valuation  is  still 
eliminating  small  business 
both  inside  and  outside  the 
area  of  the  London  Docklands 
Development  Corporation. 
Britain  has  2J>  million  self- 
employed  people.  Italy,  with  a 
similar  population,  has  7.5 
million,  as  a  result  —  among 
other  things  —  of  a  policy  of 
positive  support,  cheap  credit, 
advice  and  market  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  pooled  accoun¬ 
tancy  and  financial  services, 
as  wdl  as  the  availability  of 
sites  and  premises.  The  social 
benefits  are  enormous. 

The  political  debate  on 


Colin  Ward 

concludes  his 
look  at  our 
urban  crisis  on 
a  note  of  hope 
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public  services  has  never  quite 
reached  the  point  when  we 
decide'thai  there  should  be  an 
admission  charge  to  public 
paries.  But  the  •‘greening"  of 
the  city  is  an  issue  that  is 
moving  steadily  forward  in 
the  urban  agenda. 

At  last,  population  move¬ 
ments  have  enabled  us  to 
make  within  cities  the  kind  of 
environment  that  was  normal 
before  the  industrial  revolu¬ 
tion.  Agroundswell  of  opinion 
demands  not  just  back  gar¬ 
dens,  but  playing  fields,  city 
farms,  allotments,  city  nature 
reserves  and  urban  wildlife 
sites. 

We  can  seize  the  opportu¬ 
nities,  or  we  can  ignore  this 
demand  as  sentimental  or 
irrelevant,  claiming  onoe  again 
that  urban  land  is  much  too 
precious  to  be  devoted  to  the 
needs  of  the  citizens. 

Contemporary  youth  cul¬ 
ture  is  hostile  to  and  sus¬ 
picious  of  the  education, 
system.  In  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  there  is  a 
reasonable  hope  of  work  or  of 
further  education  leading  to 
jobs,  other  influences  are  at 
work  on  the  young.  In  the 
local  culture  of  the  inner  city 
these  other  influences  are 
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weakened  or  absent,  and 
young  people  from  ethnic 
minorities  have  the  justified 
conviction  that  they  are  vic¬ 
timized  by  discrimination. 

Publicly-funded  projects, 
from  the  Education  Priority 
Areas  of  the  1960s  to  the 
current  promotion  of  “com¬ 
pacts”  between  schools  and 
employers,  have  sought  to 
enhance  the  perceived  value 
of  schooling  for  children  in 
“deprived  ”  places.  These 
efforts  are  always  justified, 
although  their  results  are  sel¬ 
dom  measured  because  of  the 
time-lag  before  we  can  assess 
whether  they  have  produced 
successful  citizens.  They  are 
also  the  first  items  to  be  cut 
when  educational  spending  is 
reduced. 

The  most  likely  successes 
are  ventures  outside  the 
school  system  to  change  young 
people's  lives  by  introducing 
new  skills:  all  those  attempts 
at  providing  them  with  com¬ 
puter  skills,  or  at  turning  those 
convicted  of  taking-and-driv- 
ing-away  into  stock-car  racers. 

Linked  in  several  ways  to 
all  these  points  is  the 
Community  Workshop, 
a  place  where  people  have 
access  to  machinery,  work¬ 
space  and  advice.  The  idea  has 
foul  new  impetus  because  of 
mass  unemployment 
The  MSC  Community  Pro¬ 
gramme  funded  several  work¬ 
shops  but  of  course,  the 
money  was  cut  off  with  the 
demise  of  the  programme  in 
September.  The  community 
workshop  is  an  idea  that 
should  be  expanded  and  en¬ 
larged  into  a  base  for  enter¬ 
prise.  It  should  be  a  sheltered 
workshop  for  the  infirm  as 
well  as  a  starting  place  for 
those  who  want  to  be  indepen¬ 
dent  but  do  not  know  bow. 

Finally,  I  find  it  appalling 
that  our  prescriptions  for  the 
future  of  the  cities  arc  framed 
in  a  sterile  debate  on  the 
virtues  of  public  or  private  | 
enterprise  and  a  sanctimo- 
nious  advocacy  of  partnerehip 
between  the  two.  The  ordinary  j 
daily  interests  of  poor  city 
dwellers  are  ignored  in  this 
equation,  whether  they  are  for 
locally  accessible  work,  decent 
housing,  cheap  public  trans¬ 
port  or  schooling  that  really 
engages  their  children. 

This  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  physical  constraints  of  the 
city:  the  Civic  Trust  survey 
Urban  Wasteland  calculates 
that  there  is  enough  empty 
land  to  accommodate  a  city 
the  aze  of  Leeds. 

And  before  we  bests  to  , 
count  the  huge  cost  of  en-  ! 
abting  thousands  of  modest 
sensible  ventures  to  get  off  the 
ground  in  the  inner  city,  let  us 
consider  the  enormous 
expenditure  we  have  incurred 
in  the  past  40  years,  pursuing 
grand  strategies  that  have  not 
worked.  j 


“Our  son  was  like  a  caged  animal. 
Barnardos  turned  him  into 

a  little  boy.” 
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"Alex  was  caged  within  himself, 
withdrawn  and  terribly  disruptive.  It 
was  frustration  that  he  couldn't  hear 
us,  he  couJdn 't  talk  to  us. 

"He  had  two  moods,  one  where 
he  was  rushing  around  and  breaking 
things,  the  other  where  he  would  never 
leave  my  side. 

'He  shattered  the  back  window 
tn’ice  in  a  few  weeks  -  he  just  dido  t 
understand  it  was  wrong. 

"I  used  to  get  up  in  the  mornings 
and  think  'How  axn  I  going  to  cope'. 
Then  his  speech  therapist  suggested 
we  see  a  Bamardo  s  Day  Care  Centre. " 

The  aim  of  Bamardos  Day  Care 
Centres  is  to  care  for  children  be¬ 
tween  2  and  5  with  special  needs.  They 
may  be  at  risk  in  some  way,  or  have 
specific  disabilities. 

"At  first  /  said  no,  because  it  was 
admitting  that  something  was  wrong 
with  our  child,  but  you  'll  do  anything 
if  it  is  going  to  help. " 

We  tiy  to  maintain  a  ratio  of  one 
carer  to  three  or  four  children,  but  our 


parents  are  the  experts.  They  know 
their  children  better  than  we  ever  can, 
so  they’re  always  welcome,  and  we 
learn  a  lot  from  them. 


"My  immediate  and  lasting  im- 
pression  when  we  first  arrived  was  that 
/  no  longer  had  to  apologise  for  Alex  - 
they'd  seen  it  all  before.  Every  child 
is  accepted  lor  what  they  are.  its  as  if 
no  behaviour  could  disrupt  or  dismay 
the  Bamardo  s  staff.  “ 

It's  a  50/50  operation  with  the 
parents.  An  individual  profile  is  drawn 
up,  identifying  the  areas  of  develop¬ 
ment  for  each  child. .  We  discuss  their 
progress  constantly  and  the  notes  and 


plans  are  always  available  for  parents 
to  see. 

"When  Alex  went  in  he  had  a 
vocabulary  of  20  words  if  you  listened 
hard.  He  was  hard  to  handle,  and  not 
much  pleasure  to  be  with.  Now  he’s  a 
happy  and  lovable  little  boy,  and  his 
vocabulary  is  huge.  "  ~ 

Alex  spent  eighteen  months  com¬ 
ing  to  the  Day  Cara  Centre,  and  he’s 
now  in  a  proper  school. 

"His  metamorphosis  is  almost 
complete.  We  recently  attended  a 
christening,  and  for  the  first  time 
1  didn  t  have  to  slip  out  of  the  church 
with  him.  I  watched  my  son,  and  was 
proud  of  him.  ~  “ 

"I fit  wasn’t  for  Barnardos  f  don’t 
knowwhat  would  have  happened  to  us." 

„  ffih 

Bamanfos 

Give  young  people  a  chance 


If  you’d  like  further  information  or  would  likg^to  make  a  donation,  wriie  to:  Barnard's,  Tanners  Lane,  Barkingside,  Ilford,  jQg  jqq  ^ 
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HEALTH 


Minding 

the  body 

Tis  the  season  to  be  sick:  how  much  is 
psychosomatic  and  how  sympathetic 
should  we  be?  Liz  Gill  reports 


Do  you  find  the  Christ¬ 
inas  festivities  a  real 
headache?  Are  you 
side  with  terror  at  the 
thought  of  something 
.  wong  this 

weekend?  Is  old  Unde  Ebenezer  a 
pain  in  the  neck?  If  you  use  this 
phraseology  you  are  acknowledging, 
albeit  unwittingly,  the  complex 
interaction  of  mind  and  body  that 
lies  at  the  core  of  many  illnesses. 

Dr  Philip  Hopkins,  a  North 
London  GP  and  founder  of  the 
Sodety  for  Psychosomatic  Re¬ 
search,  believes  ordinary  people 
have  always  been  ahead  of  the 
professionals  in  this  field.  “Just  look 
at  our  language.  We  talk  about 
broken-hearted  —  how  often  have 
you  read  of  someone  having  a  heart 
attack  after  they’ve  received  some 
terrible  news? 

“There  is  a  real  physical  change,  a 
serious  impairment,  but  it’s  due  to 
shock.  People  talk  of  their  bowels 
turning  to  water  when  they  are 
afraid,  or  of  nearly  dying  with  fright 
And  someone  can  be  quite  literally  a 
pain  in  the  neck;  one's  monies  get 
all  Stiff  from  the  tension  of  bang 
with  that  person.” 

*  A  psychosomatic  illness,  Hopkins 
says,  is  certainly  not  “all  in  the 
mind”.  "The  symptoms,  tire  bodily 
changes,  are  very  real  indeed,  but 
underlying  them,  or  existing  side  by 
sde  with  them,  are  the  emotional 
dements.  A  classic  example  would 
be  of  someone  suddenly  seeing  a 
nasty  accident  and  falling  down  in  a 
feint  The  feint  happens  because  the 
blood  pressure  drops,  but  the  cause 
is  in  the  niinri- 

“  What  we’re  concerned  with  is  an 
approach  which  does  not  divide  the 
psyche  and  the  soma,  the  mind  and 
the  body.  Descartes,  with  his 
mechanistic  ideas,  has  a  tot  to 
answer  for,”  says  Hopkins,  who 
prefers  Sterne's  analogy  in  Tristram 
Shandy.  “He  talks  about  the  mind 
being  like  the  lining  of  a  jacket  If 
the  lining  is  ruffled,  then  the  jacket 
— the  body — is  affected.” 

Some  illnesses  seem  more  in¬ 
fluenced  by  emotions  than  others: 
asthma,  eczema,  ulcers,  digestive 
problems  and  menstrual  irregular¬ 
ities  are  often  cited.  "Anxiety  is 
second  only  to  pregnancy  as  the 
cause  of  a  missed  period.  It  often 


happens  if  the  woman  leaves  home 
or  loses  her  job." 

Hopkins  would  ^  fnrfuA*  can. 
cer.  “I  know  a  lot  of  doctors  will  not 
agree,  but  I’ve  seen  so  many  cases  of 
patients  getting  cancer  alter  some¬ 
thing  dreadful  has  happened  to 
them.  life’s  problems  are  very 
relevant  I  had  cancer  myself  many 
years  ago  and  it  followed  a  time  of 
great  stress. 

“Many  patients  have  symptoms 
which  do  not  fit  any  specific  disease. 
They  are  all  to  do  with  anxiety: 
racing  pulse,  palpitations,  nausea, 
lack  of  concentration,  frequent  need 
to  visit  the  lavatory,  headaches. 
You  can  worry  yourself  sick."  It  is 
not  so  much  tire  stress,  Hopkins  says, 
as  the  individual's  reaction  to  it 
“One  man's  stress  is  another 
man's  stimulus.  Christmas  is  a 
elastic  example  of  this.  One  person 
will  be  burdened  and  unhappy,  and 
another  will  be  loving  it" 

Doctors  who  pursue  a  psycho¬ 
somatic  approach  must,  he  says,  try 
to  relate  the  onset  of  symptoms  to 
an  event  or  a  state  of  mind.  “You 
have  to  listen  to  what  people  do  and 
don't  say.  You  have  to  watch  how 
they  say  it,  even  how  they  walk 
through  die  door.  It  is  very  time- 
consuming  and  I  have  a  lot  of 
sympathy  with  busy  doctors.  But  I 
think  there  is  an  annul  trend  in  our 
society  to  label  people  neurotic, 
when  what  people  need  is  sympathy 
and  support” 

Consultant  psychiatrist 
at  the  Middlesex -Hos¬ 
pital,  Dr  Oscar  HiQ, 
believes  identifying  the 
psychological  compo¬ 
nent  of  a  physical  Al¬ 
ness  is  most  useful  when  it  leads  to  a 
way  ofhehring  someone.  But  he  also 
accepts  that  changing  one's  emo¬ 
tional  self  may  be  almost 
impossible. 

"Being  a  worrier,  for  example,  is  a 
very  basic  characteristic  of  one's 
personality.  Simflady,  trying  to  get  a 
workaholic  to  change  may  cause 
him  to  fed  even  more  guilty  about 
slacking  Sometimes  it  may  be 
easier  to  tackle  more  concrete 
demons,  such  as  diet,  exercise  or 
smoking  habits." 

Hill  believes  Alness  is  a  spectrum, 
with  psychosomatic  fectors  playing 


a  greater  or  lesser  part  in  almost  all 
conditions.  Tackling  root  causes 
makes  more  sense  than  continually 
prescribing  drugs,  no  matter  how 
effective,  he  says,  and  cites  asthma 
as  an  illustration.  "There  is  a  dear 
somatic  difference  between  the 
bronchial  tree  of  an  asthmatic  «tmI 
that  of  a  non-asthmatic^  but  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  evidence  that  psy¬ 
chological  difficulties,  especially  in 
children,  can  precipitate  an  attack. 

“Yet  you  still  get  backwoodsmen 
paediatricians  insisting  that  you 
only  have  to  adjust  the  drugs  and 
everything  win  be  all  right  Obvi¬ 
ously,  if  the  drugs  are  powerful 
enough  you  can  deal  with  the  end 
product.  But  it  can  also  be  dan¬ 
gerous.  Research  has  shown  that 
some  families  can  become  hostile  to 
an  asthmatic  child  for  being  so  ill 
and  such  children  are  more  likely  to 
die  from  an  attack.” 

Professor  Rachel  Rosser  is  head 
of  the  psychiatry  department  at 
University  College  London  and 
treasurer  of  the  International  Coll¬ 
ege  of  Psychosomatic  Medicine, 
which  has  300  members  around  the 
world.  She  also  runs  the  in-patient 
psychosomatic  unit  at  the  Middle¬ 
sex  Hospital,  which  treats  both 
mind  and  body.  "Patients  have  very 
real  somatic  symptoms  such  as 
pain,  nausea  and  breathlessness.  We 
try  to  see  to  what  degree  organic 
factors  have  contributed  and  to 


what  degree  psychological  ones.  It  is 
not  a  case  of  either/or.  Ninety  per 
cent  have  significant  physical  illness 
which  may  have  gone  undetected 
for  years,  but  they  also  have 
psychiatric  illnesses  or  emotional 
difficulties." 

She  thinks  it  is  misleading  (O 
classify  certain  illnesses  as  psycho¬ 
somatic,  instead  the  approach 
should  be  applied  to  all  conditions. 
“People  are  not  made  of  two  separ¬ 
ate  parts.  They  are  a  total  system." 

Rosser,  who  has  helped  victims  of 
the  King’s  Goss  fire,  is  interested  in 


‘There  is  an 
awful  trend  in 
our  society  to 
label  people 
neurotic' 


post-traumatic  stress  disorders.  She 
points  ont  that  in  the  year  following 
a  disaster,  death  rates  from  all 
causes  rise.  Admissions  to  her  unit 
always  increase  in  the  run-up  to 
Christmas.  “Great  festivities  are  a 
mixed  Messing.  People  can  fold 
themselves  under  a  lot  of  pressure." 

Arthur  Crisp,  a  professor  of 


psychiatry  at  the  University  of 
London  and  an  expert  on  anorexia 
nervosa,  says  Christmas  is  the  last 
straw  for  people  with  eating  dis¬ 
orders.  “I  think  they  view  Christ¬ 
mas  with  alarm  because  it's  a  time 
when  the  ground  rales  change  and 
we  have  licence  to  behave  in  other 
ways.” 

A  psychosomatic  approach,  he 
says,  should  identify  three  elements 
in  the  cause  of  disease:  physical 
predisposition,  life  events  and  in¬ 
dividual  personality.  “Changing  the 
personality  can  be  as  big  a  task  as 
changing  the  constitution  —  but  it 
can  be  done.” 

Help  may  come  from  within, 
through  increased  maturity,  or  the 
ability  to  accept  reality.  It  may  come 
from  without,  through  a  fulfilling 
relationship,  or  the  appropriate 
counselling,  or  the  development  of 
relaxation  techniques,  social  ski  Ik 
and  problem-solving  abflities. 

It  may  sometimes  even  come 
from  Christmas.  "The  stresses  of 
Otriatmaa  may  purge  some  ill¬ 
nesses,”  Crisp  says.  On  the  other 
hand:  "It  gives  people  a  break  from 
routine  and  the  chance  to  spend 
time  with  those  they  love.  And 
whatever  one's  phflosqphy  it  may 
offer  the  potential  for  communion 
with  something  greater  than  oneself 
Spiritual  fulfilment  is  a  very  good 
thing  for  the  human  race.” 


Back  pain 
and  work 

In  our  hi-tech  world,  sedentary  jobs 
are  more  likely  to  give  you  back 
ache  than  working  on  a  building  site 


Professor  Donald 
Grieve’s  biomechanics 
laboratory  at  the  Royal 
Free  Hospital  School  of  Medi¬ 
cine  in  London  looks  like  a 
mad  scientist's  dream.  It  is  full 
of  huge  Heath  Robinson-type 
contraptions,  all  connected  to 
computers  and  all  invented  by 
Grieve  and  his  colleague.  Dr 
Stephen  Pheasant 
The  unlikely-booking  inven¬ 
tions  are  designed  to  test, 
under  stria  laboratory  con¬ 
ditions,  the  various  effects  of 
certain  loads  and  strains  on 
the  human  frame.  The  prac¬ 
tical  application  of  the  ma¬ 
chines  is  to  help  cut  injury  at 
work  and,  in  particular,  to  try 
and  reduce  the  growing  prob¬ 
lem  of  debilitating  back  pain. 

"In  spite  of  increased 
automation  in  industry,  injury 
rates  at  work  are  as  high  as 
before  the  Second  World 
War,”  Grieve  says.  “And  days 
off  work  for  bade  pain  have 
doubled  in  the  past  10  years. 

“People  assume  that  back 
trouble  occurs  through  heavy 
lifting.  But  most  modern  jots 
don’t  involve  a  lot  of  lifting. 
The  other  factor  is  that  back 
pain  rates  are  going  up  far  fester 
in  women  than  in  men.  We 
fed  that,  in  general,  it’s  the 
jobs  done  mainly  by  women 
which  are  responsible  for  the 
recent  huge  increase  in  back 
pain.” 

Pheasant,  an  ergonomist 
and  author  of  Bodyspace: 
Anthropometry,  Ergonomics, 
Design,  which  gives  informa¬ 
tion  on  bow  to  improve  work 
and  domestic  design,  is  certain 
that  sedentary  jobs  and  house¬ 
work  can  be  much  worse  for 
the  back  than  being  a  hod 
carrier  on  a  building  site. 

“People  tend  to  think  that  if 
you’re  sitting  around  all  day 
yon  aren't  using  your  back,” 
he  says.  "In  feet,  sedentary 
work  can  cause  gross  overuse 
and  strain  of  the  spine.  Some¬ 
body  who  is  working  in  a  fixed 
posture,  looking  down  a 
microscope,  for  example,  is 
using  musdes  all  the  time  to 
try  and  maintain  an  artificial 
position. 

“As  they  do  their  work, 
their  musdes  are  ticking  away 
at  around  13  per  cent  of  their 
maximum  capacity,  which 
means  that  Mood  flow  is 
altered,  oxygen  supply  to  the 


spine  is  cut  off  and  pain 
develops. 

"After  a  time,  a  sedentary 
worker  will  notice  a  nagging 
ache  somewhere.  In  time,  foe 
ache  starts  earlier  and  earlier 
in  the  day,  and  eventually,  it 
gets  bad  enough  to  disturb 
sleep.  We  have  shown  in  this 
lab  that  persistent  strain  has  a 
cumulative  effect,  and  can 
cause  agonizing  back  pain.” 

Although  studies  have  shown 
that  about  80  per  cent  of 
backache  is  work-related,  the 
average  home  is  fer  from  risk- 
free,  according  to  Pheasant, 
"Take  fitted  kitchens,"  he 
says.  "They  are  all  more  or 
less  the  same  height  and  this 
height  is  fine  for  those  under 
5ft  4in.  For  two  thirds  of 
women,  and  practically  all 
men,  they  arc  too  low.” 

Easy  chairs  and  sofesabo 
come  in  for  criticism. 
"With  modern  fur¬ 
niture,  style  is  all  ”  Grieve 
says.  "The  ironic  thing  is  that 
everything  was  known  about 
good  chair  design  300  years 
ago.” 

Pheasant  says:  "In  offices 
and  factories,  back  pain  could 
actually  be  cured  if  all  sed¬ 
entary  workers  were  provided 
with  foot  rests.  This  would 
mean  that  office  chairs  could 
be  adjusted  so  that  they 
supported  backs  properly. 

“We  recommend  a  five- 
minute  break  away  from  the 
work-station  every  hour,  so 
that  compressed  muscles  can 
be  allowed  to  return  to  nor¬ 
mal  Many  workera  on  comput¬ 
er  get  completely  carried 
away  by  what  they  are  doing, 
Therefore,  we  soggiest  program¬ 
ming  in  an  instruction:  now 
take  a  break,  which  would 
come  up  on  the  screen  every 
40  minutes  or  so.” 

He  says  the  ideal  job  is  one 
which  does  not  require  a  fixed 
posture  for  hours  on  end 
doing  repetitive  tasks,  where 
yon  are  not  mentally  tense  — 
as  mental  tension  puis  strain 
on  the  back — and  where  there 
is  high  job  satisfaction.  People 
whose  jobs  fulfil  all  these 
requirements  virtually  never 
suffer  from  backache. 

Liz  Hodgkinson 

Bodyspace:  Anthropometry, 
Ergonomics,  Design  is  pub¬ 
lished  by  Taylor  and  Francis 
<£I5X 


The  measure  of  well-being 


This  Christmas  children  will,  as  always, 
be  offended  by  die  nsaal  adult  peeft* 
"my,  how  yoa  have  grown”.  Although 
their  change  in  height  is  apparent  to  n 
occasional  visitor,  it  passes  unnoticed  by 
parents  and  doctors,  who  now  often  fail  to 
record  the  rate  of  growth,  and  have 
become  obsessed  by  a  generally  unim¬ 
portant  measurement,  the  child’s  weight. 

The  days  when  a  family  lived  in  we 

house  long  eaoBgfc  to  mark  the  bathroom 

door  with  the  bright  of  the  children  have 
passed.  With  them  has  gone  the  ilBy 
not  only  to  compare  a  particular  child's 
growth  with  dutf  «f  to  tt^temporaries  or 
aUnpi  which  may  wcB  be  indenrt. 
bat  a!®»  to  plot  any  variations  in  the  rate 
of  growth  of  die  child,  which  is 
important  Changes  in  height  are  more 
TOwiifirflwt  than  weight.  A  variation  m 
the  rate  of  growth  is  often  the  doe  to  an 
underlying  physical  or  mental  problem. 

The  Bible  may  state  that  thought  win 
not  add  m  single  cubit  to  stature*  bat  mod- 


MEDICAL 

BRIEFING 


Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 


on  medicine  has  showa  that  wnhappi- 
ness  or  physical  illness  may  prevent 
cabits  being  added  to  the  stature  of  those 
who  are  emotionally  deprived  or  sickly. 

Dr  Charles  Brook,  consultant  paediat- 
ridan  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  speak¬ 
ing  in  London  at  the  opening  of  the  first 
international  centre  for  the  study  of  child¬ 
ren’s  growth,  said  that  the  most  import¬ 
ant  measurement  in  the  child’s  physical 
development  is  the  rate  of  growth,  a 
factor  which  is  independent  of  final 
bright  and  therefore  of  family  or  of  race. 

In  his  view,  weight  after  die  first  few 
months  of  life  is  a  most  nurellable  gnide 
to  the  state  of  health  of  a  child.  A  mug  of 


milk  before  the  dime  muse  does  the 
weighing  might  produce  a  pat  on  toe  hack 
for  the  mother,  whereas  a  strenuous 
game  on  the  way  to  the  clinic  might  cause 
die  loss  of  afew  ounces  of  Arid  and  result 
in  anxious  feces.  The  average  child  aged 
between  two  and  10  years  gains  only 
L5  kg  a  year,  and  body  fluids  make  sndi 
a  considerable  difference  to  overall 
weight  that  die  significance  of  serial 
wemhinss  can  be  hard  to  recognize. 

Dr  Brook  hisists  that  if  the  gain  in 
height  —  foe  “height  velocity”  —  is  inade¬ 
quate,  dime  may  weft  be  an  underlying 
physical  or  mental  problem.  In  his 
experience,  anything  from  cerebral  tnm- 
ohts  to  gastrointestinal  problems  or 
emotional  deprivation  may  be  the  cause. 
But  once  spotted  an  abnormal  height 
velocity,  in  his  view,  needs  inrestigutisag* 
He  also  believes  children  should  fee 
accurately  measured  at  least  once  a  year. 
If  there  is  a  faffing  off  in  the  height  veloc¬ 
ity,  the  family  should  want  to  lcaow  why. 


New  defences 


People  worried 
about  salmon¬ 
ella  intheir  eggs 
or  contamin¬ 
ated  turkey, 
have  been  fiir- 

_ ther  alarmed  by 

sorts  suggesting  that 
no  antibiotic  which 
the  body  of  the 
It  is  true  that  pa¬ 
lter  recovering  from 
1  symptoms,  can  in  a 


few  instances  become  symp- 
tnmiwa  carriers  of  the  or¬ 
ganism,  but  it  is  no  longertrue 
that  nothing  exists  to  eradicate 
salmonella. 

The  new  generation  of 
quinolones,  the  best  known  of 
which  is  ciprofloxacin 
Qproxin,  gives  every  indica¬ 
tion  that  they  have  the  power 
to  revolutionize  the  treatment 
of  typhoid,  and  its  dose 
relatives,  the  1,500  types  of 
salmonella. 

Asthmatics  who  are  taking 


MULTI  YORK’S 

Winter 
Sale 


theophylline  derivatives 
should  not  take  Cipraxin.  The 
way  to  deal  with  most  cases  of 
bacterial  enteritis  is  the 
maintenance  of  the  correct 
fluid  and  electrolyte  balance 
rather  than  the  hasty  prescrip¬ 
tion  of  antibiotics,  but  should 
they  be  needed  ciprofloxacin 
is  rapidly  effective  against  gut 
infections.  At  least  one  Scot¬ 
tish  patient  who  had  been  a 
symptomless  carrier  of  ty¬ 
phoid  for  30  years  was  cleared 
of  the  organism  within  48 
hours  of  taking  the  drag. 

Mothers  hare  written  of  the 
horror  of  watching  the  coarse 
of  salmonella  infection,  which 
medicine  seems  powerless  to 
euro  These  stories  have  given 
a  false  impression  of  the 
severity  of  the  infection  on 
people  who  are  fit  For  fit, 
older  children  and  adults, 
food  poisoning  is  usually  in¬ 
convenient  rather  than 
distressing. 

Unfortunately,  treating 
children  wAl  remain  a  prob¬ 
lem  despite  foe  advent  of 
ciprofloxacin.  It  has  been 
found  that  in  young  rats  and 
beagles  the  drug  affects  the 
rnrrilaE"  around  a  growing 
joint  Although  there  is  no 
evidence  of  tins  is  humans,  it 
is  agreed  that  riprofloxarin 
should  only  be  used  on  a  child 
who  is  seriously  AL 

For  others,  it  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  if  tiie  diarrhoea  is 
particularly  profuse,  if there  is 
intestinal  bleeding,  if  the. 
patient,  is  very  unwell  rather 
than  severely  inconvenienced, 
or  if  the  infection  is  persistent 
with  a  danger  of  the  symptom- 
less  carrier  state  occurring. 


Mood  changes 

Steroid  drugs 
are  useful  in  the 
treatment  of 
many  condi¬ 
tions  and  essen¬ 
tial  in  some. 
Each  year,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  asthmatics  die  as  tile 
result  of  bring  given  too  little 
steroid  too  late,  but  tike  any 
powerful  drug  they  have  side- 
effects.  One  was  advertised  in 
court  last  week,  when  Mr  Jus¬ 
tice  French  freed  a  27-year-old 
mechanic  who  had,  after  trying 
to  bash  his  own  head  against  a 
brick  wall,  attacked  his  girl¬ 
friend.  Evidence  was  given 
Hurt  the  riwrhflnic  was  suffer¬ 
ing  from  a  steroid  psychosis. 

In  a  very  few  patients 
steroids  affect  the  mood;  eu¬ 
phoria  or  faypomania  is  more 

ranmmQn  that1  rtepwwM,ni|  and 

occasionally,  as  in  the 
mechanic's  case,  an  acute 
psychotic  breakdown  occurs. 
Press  reports  suggested  that  5 
per  cent  of  patients  on  long 
term  steroids  may  develop 
psychiatric  symptoms,  but  the 
mannfartnrers  of  the  type  of 
steroid  in  question,  dexa- 
mgthmjQtWj  have  Only  bad  20 
adverse  psychiatric  incidents 
reported  worldwide. 

An  earlier  survey  of  patients 
on  long  term  treatment  with 
effective  doses  of  predniso¬ 
lone,  an  older  steroid,  showed 
that  there  was  some  mood 
change,  usually  mild.  Where 
possible,  long  term  or  heavy 
steroid  therapy  should  not  be 
used  oa  patients  with  a  history 

nfp^irtrinfirtKIwiit. 
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TIMES 

DIARY 

AlanCoren 

They  are  aU  gone  into  the  worldcf tight, 
and  I  alone  sit  lingering  here. . .  mil, 
yon  would  expect  reverberant  quota¬ 
tions  to  pop  up  in  lieu  of  original  expression, 
would  you  not,  in  a  middle-aged  graduate 
naught  ambling  the  moonlit  quad  of  his  old 


Especially  as  quotations  are  all  I  seem  to 
have  left  of  what  Z  learned  b ere.  Time  was, 
chapter  and  verse  were  merely  minor  consti¬ 
tuents  of  study,  deployed  to  reader  cockeyed 

theory  plausible.  It  was  the  theory  that 

counted.  Once— when  the  brain  was  kan  and 
fit  pnd  quick  on  its  pins  —  if  you’d  suggested 
to  me  that  Crabbe  was  not  the  last  Augustan 
but  the  first  Romantic;  or  that  Thackeray 
owed  nothing  to  Peacock,  I  should  have 
come  out  fighting.  Not  any  longer*  When  I 

Sv  pushed  my  handcart  Iifewands  over 
alen  Bridge  in  1961,  it  was  piled  high 
smart  intellectual  luggage,  but  as  the 
adult  road  grew  rougher,  almost  everything 
fell  off  All  I  have  now  is  an  old  carrier-bag 
with  a  few  resonant  couplets  in,  and  even 
that’s  getting  lighter  by  the  minute. 


In  feet,  I  shouldn’t  have  been  in  Wadham 
at  all,  last  Saturday  evening.  I  had  come 
up  for  the  St  Thomas’s  Day  Dinner  in 
New  College,  but  I  had  arrived  early  and. 
needed  to  kill  time. 

I  ought  to  have  realized  that  that  is  all  too 
precisely  what  you  do  when  you  step  back 
through  a  doorway  you  stepped  out  of  an 
eon  earlier.  Even  so,  I  think  I  should  have 
been  able  to  cope  with  the  inadvertently 
summoned  spirits  had  I  not,  cm  wandering 
into  Wadham’ s  Chapel  Quad,  suddenly 
been  confronted  by  Sir  Maurice  Bowra, 
dead  these  seventeen  years  yet  lit,  now,  by  a 
shaft  of  moonlight,  recalling  nothing  so 
much  as  the  resurrection,  in  his  Viennese 
doorway,  of  Harry  lime.  I  blinked,  but  he 
was  still  them,  outside  my  head,  not  in  it 
It  was,  as  Coleridge  murmured  from  the 
carrier-bag,  a  sight  to  dream  o£  not  to  tell 
Sir  Manrioe  had  come  back  as  a  chair.  While 
I  had  heard  that  a  bronze  statue  had  been 
commissioned  to  commemorate  the  great 
Warden,  I  had  not  realized  that  the  sculptor 
had  chodced  in  the  smock  hallway  through, 
leaving  the  job  to  be  finished  off  by  Habitat 
There  is  the  head  and  torso,  accurate 
enough,  butt-solid  as  in  life,  but  it  stops  at 
the  waist  below,  cheap  chairlegs.  It  is  not 
only  appalling  in  itself  it  is  an  invitation  to 
disrespect  You  can  sit  in  Bowra’s  lap.  You 
can  stand  on  him  to  look  over  the  walL  If 
you  had  a  folding  table,  you  could, 
according  to  my  earner-bag,  take  your  little 
porringer  and  eat  your  supper  there. 

What  on  earth  was  foe  selection  com¬ 
mittee  up  to?  Is  it  some  ghastly  pun  about 
the  academic  chair  Bowra  never  had,  do 
there  lurk  within  this  travesty  mischievous 
personal  allusions  which  the  uninitiated  can 
only  guess  at,  or  is  it  simply  a  matter  of 
crude  revenge  being  taken  on  one  who, 
admittedly,  accumulated  mare  enemies 
than  It  is  circumspect  to  leave  behind? 

How  is  a  critic  to  deconstruct  this 
artefact?  More  to  foe  point,  when  win 
someone  do  it  literally? 

BARRY  FANTONI 


‘At  least  It  can  be  programmed 
oat  fo  shoot  (he  Government 
in  the  foot’ 

Muttering  back  into  foe  main  quad,  l 
noticed  a  soft  glow  that  bad  not 
been  there  ten  minutes  before.  "But 
soft!"  said  the  carrier-bag,  “  What  light 
through  yonder  window  breaks T 
Figures  seemed  to  have  taken  up  resid¬ 
ence  in  one  of  the  ground-floor  lecture 
rooms.  I  walked  across  and  peered  in.  Some 
twenty  men  and  women  lay  on  tables,  in 
various  states  of  undress,  having  their  arms 
and  legs  pulled  about  by  some  twenty  more. 
Grunting  rattled  the  mullions.  An  experi¬ 
mental  drama  group,  perhaps,  giving  up 
their  vacation  to  interpret  some  modish 
Latvian  absurdist?  College  oarspersons 
limbering  m>  for  the  imminent  season? 
Members  of  The  ChrO  Defence  Monday 
Qub  demonstrating  their  suspicion  ofgfas- 
nost  by  preparing  for  the  aftermath  of  a 
nuclear  blitz? 

I  was  still  speculating  when  a  small  but 
effectively-designed  blonde  girl  emerged 
from  foe  neighbouring  doorway.  I  inquired. 
She  replied:  ** Quoi 7*  Slipping  effortlessly 
into  incomprehensible  French  in  the  hope 
that,  as  1  gabbled,  the  carrier-bag  might 
dredge  up  something  suitably  seductive 
from  foe  1954  O  level  set  texts,  thereby 
enabling  me  to  spend  a  more  diverting 
Sunday  than  I  had  anticipated  —  defrost  a 
past,  scrounge  a  ukulele,  introduce  her  to 
Scotch  eggs,  all  that  - 1  succeeded  only  in 
discovering  that  she  was  an  osteopath. 

There  were  dozens  of  them,  convened 
thither  from  all  over  France.  It  was  how  foe 
college  made  ends  meet 


During  foe  drinking  that  followed  foe 
astonishing  New  College  dinner  — 
whatever  the  carrier-bag's  views  on 
foie  gras  to  the  sound  of  trumpets,  I  am  here 
to  tell  you  that  guinea-fowl  to  foe  sound  of  a 
galteried  choir  has  it  by  the  short  head  —  I 
mentioned  my  unease  at  Wadham's  board¬ 
ers  to  the  don  beside  me,  recalling  that  in  my 

day  (a  phrase  I  could  not  have  used  more 
Than  thirty  or  forty  times  that  night),  vaca¬ 
tioning  groups  were  invariably  foreign  acad¬ 
emics  with  whom  the  hosting  Fellows  could 
chew  foe  academic  fat  to  useful  professional 
effect  They  weren't  bloody  chiropractors. 

“Wadham's  fortunate,”  he  replied. 
“We've  got  Japanese  toy  manufacturers  in 
ours.  Yesterday  they  were  throwing  little 
lorries  out  of  foe  window  to  see  if  they'd 
break.”  And  see,  his  eyes  are  flat  with 
change,  murmured  the  carrier-bag. 


Dnbidi 

Those  of  us  on  both  sides  of  foe 
Irish  Sea  who  are  committed  to 
seeing  peace  and  reconciliation 
In  Northern  Ireland  must  be  conr- 

Irish  i^tim^Craor  Cruise 
O'Brien,  miring  yesterday, 
asked  those  who  assert  that  the 
Anglo-Irish  Agreement  must  be 
kqpt  to  justify  foeir  stance. 

My  feeling  is  that  neither  party 
to  foe  Agreement  has  worked 
lord  enough  at  operating  it 
Looking  back  on  1988,  each  can 
list  grievances  against  foe  other. 
In  some  ways,  foe  more  signifi¬ 
cant  things  are  those  that  dm  not 
happen. 

It  should  be  abundantly  dear 
that  -  whatever  one’s  ultimate 
objectives  may  be  for  the 
relationship  between  peoples  on 
different  jartS  of  this  island  — 
the  next  step  must  be  for 
ordinary  people  in  Northern 
Ireland  to  look  after  their  own 
Kves.  This  is  devolution.  This  is 
what  the  Anglo-Irish  Agreement 
is  about  Than  is  an  onus  on  the 
two  governments  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  proposals  for  devolution. 
They  have  both  foiled  to  live  up 
to  this  responsibility. 

The  Agreement  could  be  a 
powerful  force  for  change.  In  its 
first  18  months,  my  colleague 
Peter  Barry  was  co-chairman  of 
foe  Conference.  In  that  short 
period,  there  was  considerable 
progress  on  a  range  of  specific 
issues.  For  example,  the  Con- 


Alan  Dukes  points  to  the  positive  side  of  Hillsborough 

A  working  agreement 


ference  was  responsible  for 
rhnngps  jn  housing,  in  the  laws 
relating  to  parades  and  incite¬ 
ment  to  hatred,  in  prisons  policy, 
in  policy  on  the  Irish  language,  in 
the  law  on  flags  and  emblems,  in 
foe  area  of  supergrass  trials,  and 
in  the  law  on  the  handling  of 
police  complaints,  reform  of  the 
Emergency  Provisions  Act,  and 
in  the  accompaniment  of  the 

UDR  by  foe  police. 

In  addition  and  most  cru¬ 
cially,  there  has  been  some 
improvement  in  the  relations 
between  foe  police  and  the 
minority  community.  Regret¬ 
tably,  much  of  foe  progress  made 
was  cancelled  out  by  the  extraor¬ 
dinarily  insensitive  handling  erf 
the  Stalker/Samson  affair  by  the 
British  Government 

The  Agreement  has  utterly 
transformed  the  seemingly  end¬ 
less  paralysis  in  the  politics  of 
Northern  Ireland.  Previous  ini¬ 
tiatives,  no  matter  how  wen 
intentioned,  had  always  faltered 
through  lade  of  nerve  I  still 
vividly  remember  the  wide¬ 
spread  feeling  of  despair  when 
the  powersharing  executive  col¬ 


lapsed  in  1974;  the  Sunniugdale 
Agreement  died  when  the  British 
Government  wilted  in  the  face  of 
loyalist  opposition.  It  was  the 
defeat  of  a  democratically 
elected  government  by  brute 
force.  This  Agreement  has  sur¬ 
vived  the  wrath  of  those  whose 
policy  in  the  past  has  simply 
been  to  say  “No”. 

For  the  firct  lime;  it  was 
absolutely  dear  that  foe  British 
Government  would  not  be  brow¬ 
beaten  into  abandoning  its  own 
Northern  Ireland  policy  by  non- 
pariiameotary  force.  Those  of  us 
who  believe  that  the  road  to 
ppyy  rmds  sustained  courage 
and  political  consistency,  saw 
this  as  a  unique  opportnmty.  It  is 
nothing  short  of  tragic  that  the 
momentum  built  up  in  the  first 
18  months  of  foe  Agreement’s 
life  was  allowed  to  fade. 

The  workings  of  the  Anglo- 
Irish  Conference  came  up  for 
review  on  its  third  anniversary 
on  November  15.  Some  weeks 
earlier  I  travelled  to  London 
with  my  Foreign  Affairs  spokes¬ 
man  Peter  Barry  to  meet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Northern 


Ireland.  At  about  the  same  time 
we  met  representatives  of  the 
SDLP  and  the  Alliance  Party. 
Following  these  meetings,  my 
party  set  out  ho  w  the  Conference 
should  operate  in  the  fixture. 

Hist,  the  two  governments 
must  now  state  explicitly,  in 
accordance  with  the  Agreement, 
that  they  axe  determined  to  make 
devolution  a  reality.  That  is  both 

pwnmHtljl  rnntf  ftwwwt  ttrap- 

sdves  to  oeatinga  framework  in 
which  both  traditions  can  work 
together  for  their  own  economic 
and  social  wellbeing.  Second, 
both  should  initiate  pre-Canfer- 
ence  consultations  with  the  con¬ 
stitutional  parties  —  North  and 
South  —  within  its  jurisdiction. 

Third,  in  advance  of  the 
removal  of  trade  barriers  within 
Europe  in  1992,  the  Conference 
should  examine  the  implications 
of  the  European  market, 
particularly  as  affects  the  border 
areas  of  the  Republic  and  of 
Northern  Ireland. 

Finally  foe  Conference  should 
meet  more  regularly--  at  least  10 
times  a  year.  All  too  often  we  have 
meetings  of  the  Conference  in 


response  to  increased  terrorism. 
It  is  absurd  that  two  sovereign 
governments  should  allow  the 
terrorists  —  those  who  threaten 
our  democracy — tosettheaffnda. 

Those  who,  like  Conor  Cruise 
O'Brien,  criticize  foe  Agreement 
must  answer  the  following  ques¬ 
tions:  Is  devolved  government 
the  next  step  forward  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland?  Is  it  not  the  case  that 

this  process  will  not  just  happen 
onits  own?  Mustn't  it  be  actively 
encouraged  by  the  British  and 
Irish  governments? 

The  Agreement  encourages 
the  two  communities  to  go  von 
themselves.  It  provides  that  the 
Conference  will  restrict  foe  areas 

to  which  it  gives  attention  once 
there  are  structures  in  place  to 
devolve  power.  For  example,  n 
the  two  communities  agree  to 
look  after  housing  themselves, 
the  Conference  shall  cease  w 
have  this  within  its  ambit.  Is  this 
incremental  way  the  most  prac¬ 
tical  way  forward? 

Is  it  not  foe  case  that  the 
Agreement  guarantees  that  foe 
Northern  Ireland  state  will  re¬ 
main  for  as  long  as  a  majority  in 


the  state  wish  this  »  S 

ognized  the  aspirotiOMof  the 

-ar*ssass 

SX  Sons  between  toe 
two  governments,  ! « 

would  have  been  worse  if  we  had 
not  had  the  Conference. 

While  the  two  governments 

mowing®  BiatBittaMsm 

for  real  political  progress,  is  it 
SStonuSble  io  tavc  repitar 
meetings  on  security !  . 

Finally,  isn’t  the  potential  still 
there  for  foe  twogovernmemsto 
put  their  backs  behind  the  kttw 
and  spirit  of  foe  Apmmat  and 
P5C  it  to  make  devolution  a 

answer  to  each  of  these 
questions  is  “Yes”.  It  is  feint- 
hearted  to  dismiss  the  Agreement 
because  foe  present  governments 
have  allowed  it  “  ^idcdown 
their  political  agendas.  The  last 
18  months  have  seen  extensive 
discussion  between  foe  two  gov¬ 
ernments  on  security.  This  is 
necessary  but  it  is  not  sufficient. 
The  means  are  there  to  take  a 

As  Minister  of  Justice  in 1986  he 
played  a  key  role  in  the  first  year 
of  the  Anglo-Irish  Agreement. 


Gerald  Kaufman 


In  the  depths  of  despair 


Jerusalem 

You’ve  saved  the  Lik¬ 
ud,  I  accused  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  foe  Israeli 
Labour  Party  on 
hearing  Tuesday's 
announcement  that,  after  seven 
weeks*  stalemate  following  the 
uncertain  outcome  of  last 
month's  general  election.  Labour 
was  to  join  its  right-wing  enemy 
in  a  “broad”  coalition. 

“Yes,”  he  replied.  “But  we've 
saved  Israel  as  well.  And  that’s 
much  more  important” 

He  did  not  simply  mean  that 
Labour's  participation  in  the 
new  government  has  cut  down  to 
size  the  intolerable  and  intol¬ 
erant  regiment  of  rabbis  who  had 
been  almost  monopolizing  Is¬ 
raeli  television  with  braggart 
statements  about  the  conditions 
they  intended  to  lay  down  for 
joining  a  “narrow”  coalition  led 
by  Likud.  Such  a  rescue  would 
have  been  salvation  enough  for 
Israelis  horrified  at  foe  prospect 
of  tiie  transformation  into  a 
theocratic  state  of  a  country 
which  had  deliberately  avoided 
the  mention  of  God  in  its 
declaration  of  independence  40 
years  ago. 

Be  was  referring,  too,  to  the 
advance  of  Labour  leader 
Shimon  Peres  taking  over  the 
Finance  Ministry  at  a  time  when 
Israel  is  feeing  what  Peres  him¬ 
self  (whom  I  met  at  the  agreeably 
ramshackle  Foreign  Ministry  in 
Jerusalem)  told  roe  this  week  is  a 
“terrible  economic  situation”. 
Unemployment  is  a  real  prob¬ 
lem,  particularly  in  the  less 
affluent  development  towns. 
The  rise  in  living  costs  is  trigger¬ 
ing  the  fear  of  a  return  to  the 
hyper-inflation  of  five  years  ago. 

Moreover,  there  was  real  pres¬ 
sure  from  the  kibbutzim  for 
Labour  to  enter  the  cabinet. 
These  communal  settlements 
certainly  remain  the  ideologi¬ 
cally-motivated  segment  of  the 
economy  which  demonstrates 
that  there  is  still  a  socialist  heart 
beating  in  Labour's  increasingly 
pragmatic  body.  They  are,  how¬ 
ever,  in  worrying  economic 


ment  in  which  Labour  is  capable 
of  baling  them  out.  Moreover, 
Labour’s  control  of  the  nation’s 
purse-string  is  the  most  reliable 
means  of  blocking  finance 
needed  for  further  settlements 
on  the  occupied  West  Bank.  It 
was  to  ensure  a  total  labour  grip 
that  Peres  insisted,  despite 
mgings  for  compromise  from 
party  colleagues,  that  Labour 
tenure  of  the  dmmnMaliip  of 
the  key  Knesset  finance  com¬ 
mittee  most  be  a  non-negptiabte 
condition  for  joining  a  coalition. 
Likud’s  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Shamir  accepted  that  condition 
just  as,  to  Labour’s  astonish¬ 
ment,  he  caved  in  to  all  the 
party’s  other  demands  as  wdt 
hence  the  turmoil  at  Likud’s 
central  committee  and  the  nar¬ 
row  majority  ratifying  the  deal. 

A  Labour  right  of  veto  on  foe 
further  settlements  after  next 
year  is  one  consolation  for  party 
members  distressed  that  their 
leaders  have  agreed  to  foe  eight 
scheduled  for  1989.  Likud  had 
wanted  40.  However,  the  main 
objection  of  Labour  doves  to 
participation  in  the  coalilioa  on 
any  terms  is  much  more  pro¬ 
found.  They  fear  that  their  party, 
which  stood  out  courageously 
for  peace  in  foe  recent  election 
campaign,  is  now  silenced  as  a 
voice  for  negotiation  in  the  new 
and  daunting  era  that  has  begun 
with  Geoipe  Shultz’s  decision  to 
open  a  dialogue  with  the  Pal¬ 
estine  liberation  Organization. 

On  their  nation’s 
predicament  follow¬ 
ing  Yassir  Arafat’s 
statements  in  Ge¬ 
neva,  the  division  be¬ 
tween  the  two  main  parties  is  not 
as  dear  as  the  doves  would  like. 
While,  I  was  told,  Shamir  was  so 
rorengarf  at  foe  American  volte* 
fece  on  the  FLO  that  this 
normally  placid  man  was  almost 
unapproachable  for  48  hours, 
Yitzhak  Rabin,  Labour’s  De¬ 
fence  Minister,  is  just  as 
uutrustmg  of  Yassir  Arafat's 
concessions.  When  we  talked 


fins  week  in  lus  cramped  little 
ministerial  room  in  foe  Knesset, 
he  dismissed  Arafafs  commit¬ 
ments  as  “absolute  nonsense”. 

However,  as  my  conversation 
with  Rabin  proceeded,  he  made 
dear  that  his  rejection  of  talks 
with  the  PLO  is  not  absolute. 
While  he  derides  as  Huff;  which 
has  bamboozled  the  Americans, 
the  commitments  made  by 
Arafat  which  had  such  an  effect 
on  Shultz,  he  says  too  that  very 
modi  firmer  adherence  to  foe 
United  Nations  resolutions,  to¬ 
gether  with  absolute  denunci¬ 
ation  of  terrorism,  could  even¬ 
tually  lead  to  a  dialogue. 

Peres  approaches  the  chall¬ 
enge  from  a  different  angle.  “I 
am  ready  to  sit  with  any 
Palestinian  who  is  not  engaged 
in  tenor,  no  matter  what  his 
biography  used  to  be.” 

Moreover,  Rabin  is  at  one  with 
ftres,  and  at  odds  with  the  Likud, 


in  being  ready  as  part  of  a  settle¬ 
ment  to  make  considerable  with¬ 
drawals  from  the  occupied  terri¬ 
tories  involving  what  Rabin  calls 
“certain  changes  in  the  lines  that 
existed  before  foe  Six  Day  War”. 

Most  people  I  have  spoken  to 
in  Jerusalem  outride  the  Likud 
hierarchy,  ranging  from  senior 
non-political  officials  right 
through  to  government  drivers 
(here,  as  in  Britain,  the  most 
reliable  repositories  of  informa¬ 
tion  during  a  cabinet  reshuffle), 
accept  that  the  Palestinian 
movement  is  here  to  stay  and 
that  the  intifada  Has  been 
successful  in  transforming  foe 
international  political  agenda. 

AIL,  Sum  Rabin  through  to  the 
most  dove-like  leftists,  are  ob¬ 
sessed  with  foe  FLO’S  need  to 
end  terrorism.  The  problem, 
though,  is  that  there  is  no 
consensus  on  how  terrorism 
should  be  defined.  Rabin  is  clear 
that  any  stone  thrown  by  an 


intifada  activist  is  an  act  of 
terror.  Others  would  confine  that 
label  to  violence  against  civilian 
targets,  not  only  including  foe 
use  of  bombs  and  hand-grenades 
in  bus  stations  and  market¬ 
places  but  also  the  stone  that 
recently  hit  and  seriously  injured 
an  eigiu-month-old  baby.  It  is 
impossible  to  exaggerate  the 
impact  here  of  that  event. 

Still  others,  while  not  con¬ 
doning  any  act  of  violence,  are 
ready  to  concede  that  attacks  on 
military  objectives  might  lie  on 
the  borderline  of  taxor.  At  foe 
time  they  are  not  sure  how 
to  categorize  a  military  target 
What,  for  example,  about  a 
border  kibbutz? 

Hie  real  difficulty  feeing  Is¬ 
rael,  however,  is  much  more 
profound.  Everyone,  including 
Peres  and  Rabin,  in  my  talks 
with  them,  has  a  posable  sol¬ 
ution.  Maybe  elections  in  tire 
West  Bank  would  be  a  way  of 


breaking  the  deadlock,  though  it 
is  conceded  that  the  PLO  would 
win  them.  Maybe  a  transitional 
period  of  autonomy,  with  fi¬ 
nance  and  defence  excluded 
from  Palestinian  control  might 
shift  foe  log-jam.  Perhaps  —  for 
an  international  conference  is 
now  seen  as  less  of  a  nostrum 
even  by  such  previously  ardent 
advocates  as  Feres  —  talks 
sponsored  jointly  by  the  US  and 
foe  Soviet  Union  might  find  a 
way  through  foe  present  mess. 

That  Israel  is  in  a  mess 
would  be  denied  by 
few.  A  country  that  for 
a  generation  domi¬ 
nated  the  region  is  now 
reduced  to  seeking  ways  of 
reacting  to  the  initiatives  of 
others.  The  despised  Arafat  has 
scored  a  huge  propaganda  coup. 
“By  speeches  foe  PLO  have 
achieved  more  than  with 
Kalashnikovs,”  Peres  told  me. 

I  have  been  visiting  Israel  for 
nearly  thirty  years.  I  was  here 
during  its  previously  most  des¬ 
pairing  period,  leading  up  to  foe 
Six  Day  War,  but  that  period 
lasted  only  three  weeks  and 
ended  in  a  victory  that  raised 
Israeli  morale  and  prestige  to 
their  highest  levels.  Today 
Israel's  prestige  in  the  worid  is  at 
a  nadir,  and  its  morale  is  lower 
than  1  have  ever  known  it 
These  tenacious  people  will  sur¬ 
vive  because  they  know  they 
must  Yet  foe  saddest  aspect  of 
foeir  predicament  is  that  I  have 
met  no  one  here  in  Jerusalem 
who  believes  that  Israel's  new 
government— even  if  it  lasts  vary 
long — will  be  capable  of  finding 
a  way  through.  The  Israelis  need 
help  in  coming  to  terms  with  the 
new  Middle  East  agenda  and  res¬ 
ponding  to  foe  world’s  demand 
for  justice  to  the  Palestinians.  I 
very  much  hope  that  William 
Waldegrave's  mission  will  make 
a  contribution  towards  achiev¬ 
ing  foe  breakthrough  that  both 
the  Palestinians  and  the  Israelis 
so  sorely  need. 

The  author  is  Shadow  Foreign 
Secretary. 


Commentary  ■  Ronald  Butt 

Just  thirty  years  on 


Since  a  recent  reminder  in  The 
Times  diary  that  the  cabinet 
papers  for  January  1958  will 
shortly  be  available  to  the  public 
under  foe  30-year  rule,  I  have 
been  subject  to  bouts  of  mild 
political  nostalgia.  In  that 
month,  the  Chancellor  of  foe 
Exchequer,  Peter  Thorneycroft, 
the  financial  secretary,  Enoch 
Powell,  and  the  economic  sec¬ 
retary,  Nigel  Birch,  all  resigned 
on  a  matter  of  principle. 

Their  reason  alone  is  matter 
enough  for  nostalgic  recafl.  Resig¬ 
nations  on  principle  were  rare 
enough  even  then.  Today,  mini¬ 
sters  who  differ  from  the  prevail¬ 
ing  prime  ministerial  or  cabinet 
view  do  not  resign.  At  most  they 
snipe  abortively  at  what  they  dis¬ 
like  by  means  of  obliquely  sour 
weekend  speeches  and  wait  to  be 
■rioted  out  one  by  one,  only  then 
unleashing  their  principled  wrath 
upon  the  administration  to  whose 

collective  decisions  they  had 
lately  consented.  Nowadays, 
nothing  short  of  a  personal  scan¬ 
dal  which,  for  a  time  is  taken  as 
casting  a  shadow  over  character, 
or  an  inescapable  obligation  to 
take  responsibility  for  a  crass 
blunder,  precipitates  rarignation. 

There  is  also  a  certa  i  n  nostal¬ 
gia  fin'  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  done.  Thomeycroft’s  letter 
to  Macmflbn  on  January  6  was 
unembroidered  and  to  the  point 
“Dear  Prime  Minister  —  1  write 
to  ask  you  to  accept  my  resigna¬ 
tion  from  foe  office  of  ChanceDor 
of  foe  Exchequer.  My  reason  can 
be  shortly  stated.  1  am  not 
prepared  to  approve  estimates 
for. ...  current  expenditure  next 
year  at  a  total  higher  than  foe 
sum  that  will  be  spent  this  year. 

“Your  proposed  departure 
from  this  country  on  January  7 
has  made  it  essential  that  a 
decision  of  principle  upon  this 
matter  be  talon  now.  It  is  dear 


that  in  this  proposal  I  do  not 
have  your  support  or  that  of  a 
number  of  our  colleagues. . . 
Since  foe  level  of  government 
expenditure  is  central  to  my 

responsibilities-  .  .  resignation  is 

the  only  course  open  to  me. . .  ” 
Nothing  followed  about  its  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  privilege  to  serve,  etc, 
etc,  though  having  resigned  and 
extensively  explained  their  pos¬ 
ition,  the  three  ex-ministers  were 
noticeably  careful  to  do  nothing 
wantonly  to  rock  the  boat  It  was 
a  resignation  of  which  Piantag- 
enet  Palliser  would  not  have 
been  ashamed. 

Macmillan  replied  that  be  was 
sorry  Thorneycroft  should  have 
felt  as  he  did  when  the  difference 
between  them  was  so  narrow.  He 
reaffirmed  foe  government's 
commitment  to  restrain  infla¬ 
tion  but  said  that  the  “rigid 
application”  of  Thomeycroft’s 
principles  would  do  more  harm 
than  good,  involving  “cuts  in 
vital  services”  especially  those 
affecting  family  fife,  with  a 
consequent  effect  on  wage  re¬ 
straint  It  was  “not  a  matter  of 
popularity. ..  (but)  of  good 
judgement".  Macmillan  ac¬ 
cepted  do  difference  of  opinion 
between  them. 

He  then  flew  off  to  Nehru’s 
India,  foe  first  British  Prime 
Minister  to  visit  that  country, 
and  a  Commonwealth  tour. 
Referring  to  “some  recent  diffi¬ 
culties  in  our  affairs  at  home” 
which  had  caused  him  “a  little 
anxiety”  be  added  nonchalantly: 
“I  thought  the  best  thing  to  do 
was  to  settle  these  little  local 
difficulties  and  turn  to  the  wider 
vision  of  the  Commonwealth.” 

He  left  behind  bun  consid¬ 
erable  discontent  among  a 
significant  number  of  Tory  MPa, 
and  the  Labour  leader,  Hugh 
Gaitskefl.  said  the  government 
was  “visibly  crumbling".  But  the 


following  year  Macmillan  went 
on  to  win  the  general  election, 
which  perhaps  shows  that  if 
Thorneycroft  knew  about  prin¬ 
ciple,  Macmillan  knew  about 
popularity  and  politics. 

Whether  the  cabinet  papers 
reveal  significantly  more  than 
one  learned  from  both  sides  at 
foe  time  remains  to  be  seen. 
Macmillan  left  his  pres  secret¬ 
ary,  the  late  Harold  Evans,  who 
eventually  became  a  baronet,  to 
insist  that  it  was  an  utterly  trivial 
matter  of  a  mere  £50  million  or 
(as  he  put  it  to  me)  Mnot  much 
more  than  a  half  of  one  per 
cent".  Less  than  one  per  cent 
became  foe  generally  used  for¬ 
mula.  But  was  that  all  it  was?  Or 
was  it  a  mane  fundamental 
division  of  principle  leading  up 
to  the  election,  as  Thorneycroft 
and  his  supporters  saw  it?  Was 
the  question  whether  the  people 
preferred  inflation  with  high 
earnings  and  costs,  or  lower 
ftarntiigc  without  high  inflation? 

I  shall  not  enter  into  how  far 
the  resignations  were  the  precur¬ 
sor  of  the  Thatcher  govern¬ 
ment's  balanced  budgets  and  so- 
catted  monetarism.  What  had 
happened  (to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  at  the  tune)  was  that 
the  cabinet  had  found  itself faced 
with  departmental  estimates  in¬ 
creased  by  a  total  of  about 
£150  xnttttan  over  actual  expen¬ 
diture  in  tin:  current  year.  By  all¬ 
round  pruning  this  had  been 
reduced  to£50 million  without 
major  policy  changes,  which 
sum  (defence  being  sacrosanct) 
could  only  come  from  the  social 
services,  mrimfing  school  meals 
and  milk,  or  higher  National 
Insurance  contributions,  which 
were  rejected  because  of  the 
effect  on  wage  claims.  The 
resigners  took  the  question  to  be 
not  one  of  a  mere  £50  million 
but  a  matter  of  the  general 


to  public  spending. 
Remembering  the  reporting  of 
this  brief  furore  one  recalls  how 
in  those  days  politics,  though  no 
less  ruthless,  were  more  relaxed. 
It  was  an  assured  world.  One 
could  walk  unchallenged  up  a 
Downing  Street  without  banters 
to  the  door  of  No  10  or  No  11  to 
see  whomever  one  had  come  to 
see,  unquestioned  by  foe  police¬ 
man  standing  outside.  It  was  a 
worid  without  passes  —  even  in 
the  Palace  ofWestminster  where 
every  policeman  and  badge  mes¬ 
senger  knew,  or  was  assumed  to 
know,  who  everyone  was.  My  car 
was  parked  casually  each  day  in 
Old  Palace  Yard. 

Despite  the  lade  of  the  cruder 
sort  of  investigative  journalism, 
information  from  all  sides 
flowed  pretty  freely.  The  dif¬ 
ference  was,  of  course,  that  it was 
a  rather  better  mannered  pol¬ 
itical  worid  and  one  in  which 
Tory  politicians  in  particular 
possessed  a  self  confidence  and 
independence  of  judgement 
which  came  from  a  more  or  less 
shared  social  background.  To 
resign  was  not  necessarily  foe 
end.  The  present  Lord  Thoroey- 
croft  came  back  to  Macmillan's 
government  in  another  post  and 
eventually  joined  Mrs  Thatch¬ 
er’s,  tnough  he  did  not  seem 
quite  at  home  there.  Enoch 
Powdl  returned  to  office  too. 
Birch  (later  Lord  Rhyl)  did  not 
In  a  more  devastating  crisis, 
Birch  challenged  Macmillan's 
leadership,  quoting  against  him 
in  foe  Commons  Browning’s 
words  on  a  “lost  leader”: 

...Jet  him  never  come 
back  to  ud 

There  would  be  doubt, 
hesitation  and  pain. 

Forced  praise  on  our  part  — 

Never 

ing  again. 
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ON  THIS  DAY 


1830 


The  settlement  at  Swan  River 
was  the  first  in  Western  Austra¬ 
lia  and  was  originally  composed 
of  colonists  seeking  a  land  of 
plenty.  They  were  soon  disiUu- 
sione tfc  by  1839  the  colony  could 
barely  support  itself.  Ironically  it 
was  convict  labour,  transported 
between  I860  and  1868,  which 
created  prosperity. 


SWAN  RIVER 

The  following  letter  iafroni  one 
of  the  settlers  in  this  new 
colony™ 

“Freemantle,  May  6, 1830. 

“We  have  been  here  all  mis¬ 
erably  doped.  It  was  hnpowahto 
that  the  compounders  of  those 
delusive  reports  could  so  much 
have  misconceived  the  true  na¬ 
ture  of  this  country,  the  troth  is, 
that  from  the  sea  to  the  mountain 
range  it  is  Band,  interrupted  at 
intervals  by  strips  of  red  iwwn  or 
mark  and  cm  the  margin  of  the 

rivets  by  narrow  levels  of  rich 
alluvial  soiL  The  ‘fine,  open, 

tovd,  forest  country, '  and  Tine, 
undulating,  grassy  lnDs*  of  the 
chart,  and  of  the  Quarterly 
Review,  are  phantoms.  The  open 
forest  country  is  sand,  supporting 
trees  which  are  certainly  fine, 
and  covered  with  rich  flowery 
shrubs,  which  possibly  may  hie 
found  capable  of  supporting 
stock;  but  the  experiment  re¬ 
mains  to  be  The  stock  at 
present  in  the  cokary.  amounting 
probably  to  2^00  sheep,  and  800 
or  400  head  of  homed  cattle,  is 
supported  an  the  rich  greewew  of 
the  alluvial  tracts,  which  is  much 
too  small  in  quantity  for  exten¬ 
sive  grazing.  The  country  over 
the  mountains  will  probably  far- 
nab  bettor  pasture.  Up  to  this 
time  no  effectual  efforts  have 
been  made  for  passing  the  moun¬ 
tains  indeed,  the  inactivity  of 
the  colonial  government  in  this 
respect  is  inexplicable.  The 
strongest  party  of  explorers  for 
tine  purpose  has  been  an  ensign 


and  six  soldiers,  with  eight  days’ 
provisions:  they  penetrated  foe 
mountain  range  by  foe  Eleanor, 
to  a  distance  of  35  miles,  without 
finding  any  difference  in  its 
character,  or  prospect  of  an  open 
country  beyond;  but  as  their 
progress  wag  circuitous,  it  is  not 
supposed  that  their  journey  ex¬ 
tended  more  than  10  or  12  mitat 
in  a  right  line.  Great  hUmo  jg 
attributable  to  tbs  Government 
for  their  want  of  energy 
apparent  carelessness  for  the 
welfare  of  the  very  many  dis¬ 
appointed  settlers  who  have  ar¬ 
rived  hero,  and  who  have  been 

deceived  into  a  ruinous  enter¬ 


prise  L„  _ _ _ _ _ 

of  the  Quarterly  and  the  party, 


have  remained  at  Perth,  with  the 
foil  knowledge  of  the  great  num¬ 
bers  flocking  to  this  desert, 
without  making  the  least  effort  to 
gam  a  knowledge  of  a  better 
country  to  offer  to  the  emigrants 
on  their  landing;  and  knowing 
that  all  the  land  worth  having  on 

tire  Swan  and  Canning  rivers  had 

already  been  appropriated.  At 


started  on  an  expedition  . 
south,  at  their  own  coat  ana 
after  in  vain  solicititig  n^{| 
from  the  Government;  foq 
ceeded  in  finding  a  grassy 
tiy,  foe  great  desideratum 
on  foeir  return  applied  for  | 
of  the  land  winch  they  had 
at  so  much  tumble  to  dis 
but  hitherto  in  vam,— such 

encouragement  tendered  ft 
vate  enterprise. 

‘The  consequences  of 
misrule,  or  rather  no  nil1 
daily  becoming  visible 
ahnoet 


n»ny  persons  leaving  w 

-AZH  j _  - 


barren  bads  of  land,  where  in 
probability  their  win 

uselessly  expended,  and  the 
selves  turned,  and  ofoeia  rente 
fog  with  foeir  goods  spoiling 
the  beach,  desponding  z 

knowing  what  to  dowhikt  fo 
resources  are  daily  tffminMw 
ontu  m  a  short  time  to  many 
tbemj  remove  wffi  be  imp 


I 


m 
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1  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  Telephone:  01-782  5000 


MOVEMENT  IN  MARSII AM  ST 


Mr  Ptol  CJannon  has  hinted.  Mr  Peter 
nottomiey  has  prevaricated.  Mr  Michael 
Portillo,  most  jumor  among  the  ministers  at 
the  Department  of  Transport,  has  had  cause  to 
revise  what  was,  until  last  week,  the  official 
viewpoint.  The  signs  now  are  that  the 
custodians  of  road  and  rail  transit  in  London 
are  responding  to  public  concern. 

Quite  what  Mr  Ghannon  was  hinting  at  jj, 
his  weekend  radio  interview,  or  likewise  Mr 
Portillo,  on  television  the  other  night  is 
unclear.  But  from  all  three  ministers  has  come 
during  the  past  few  days  a  glimmering 
recognition  that  they  have  to  abandon  the 
official  position  they  have  adopted  towards  the 
sclerosis  in  the  capital's  arteries. 

They  seem  to  be  thinking  anew.  That  is 
wholly  welcome. 

The  Government  is  quite  correct  in 
emphasizing  that  the  current  London  Regional 
Transport  and  British  Rail  investment  pi^™° 
are  impressively  high;  that  on  both  Network 
South  East  and  the  London  Underground, 
extensive  programmes  of  refurbishment  and 
replacement  are  in  hand.  What  Mr  Channon 
and  his  colleagues  seem  not  to  have  grasped, 
till  now,  is  that  such  reiteration  win  not  meet 
the  public's  dismay. 

Mr  Bottomley  gives  the  impression  of  living 
in  the  past  Mr  Livingstone  and  the  demons  of 
the  Greater  London  Council  have  been 
vanquished;  the  Greater  London  Dev¬ 
elopment  Plan  that  the  GLC  spent  so  long 
putting  into  place  is  no  more.  It  is  no  longer 
convincing  to  argue  against  the  possibility  of 
pan-London  planning  by  reference  to  events 
now  over  a  decade  old. 

What  the  public  wants  is  a  Conservative 
programme,  not  a  restatement  of  the  inquiries 
of  Labour's.  It  is  in  the  positive  presentation  of 
such  a  simple  necessity  that  transport  min¬ 
isters  have  been  found  wanting. 

Their  new  year's  resolutions  ought  to  have 
the  following  form.  The  first  is  to  commence  a 


serious  dialogue  with  their  colleagues  next 
door  in  the  tower  blocks  of  Marsham  Street. 
All  riie  participants  in  this  debate  must  see  that 
London's  transport  needs  cannot  be  gangpri  in 
the  absence  ofbroad  outlines  of  how  Loudon  is 
to  grow  during  the  1990s. 

Mr  Chaimon  should  not  be  allowed  to  get 
away  with  the  reply  that  he  is  awaiting  the 
results  of  an  expert  study  of  London's  rail 
network.  This  strategic  question  is  not  a  matter 

for  engineers,  however  necessary  their  exper¬ 
tise  in  the  precise  course  of  routes  or  on 
overground  versus  underground  lines;  it 
requires  a  political  decision  to  channel  a 
known  growth  in  traffic  to  public  avenues. 

As  a  consequence  of  that,  Mr  Qrannon 


cannot  wait  much  longer  to  grasp  the  nettle  of 
physical  or  fiscal  controls  on  the  movement  of 
private  vehicles  in  central  London.  The  exact 
mechanism  of  control  (tougher  parking  restric¬ 
tions,  tariffs  for  road  use,  physical  barriers)  can 
be  debated:  what  he  must  do  is  state  ctearly 
that  restriction  is  needed,  and  that  motorists 
will  have  to  Eve  with  it 

There  is  a  parallel  decision  to  be  tafam  The 
equations  made  in  the  Department  of  Trans¬ 
port  and  the  Treasury  about  the  relative  cost  of 
road  and  rail  traffic  are  imhaiimmH.  Road 
congestion  costs  are  randy  counted  in.  Too 
much  attention  is  paid  to  the  easily  measured 
external  financing  limit  of  a  public  enterprise 
such  as  LRT  without  thininTig  through  the 
benefits  of  LRT  investment  for  swifter  road 
movement 

In  the  new  year  Mr  Charmon  must  steel 
himsdf  to  go  to  his  Cabinet  colleagues  for  a  re¬ 
examination  of  the  limits  on  London  transport 
speeding  as  applied  both  to  LRT  and  British 
RaiLThis  is  not  for  the  sake  of  a  single  year’s 
investment  programme  but  to  ensure  that  from 
1989  onwards  a  phased  spending  plan  is  in 
place  to  deliver  equity  between  rail-users  and 
the  myriad  indirect  beneficiaries  of  improved 
London  transport 


CRUSADE  BEHIND  THE  CURTAIN 


This  Christmas  Pope  John  Paul  will  deliver  the 
traditional  Urbi  et  Orbi  message  to  the  world  in 
more  than  50  languages.  It  is  essentially  a  good 
will  address,  to  be  marked  in  1988  with 
compassion  for  suffering  in  Armenia  and  the 
soft  glow  of  hope  of  peace  in  the  Middle  East, 

the  Gulf,  and  Afghanistan. 

But  there  is  more  to  Urbi  et  Orbi  than 
exhibiting  a  knack  for  foreign  tongues. 
Speaking  in  Armenian,  Latvian,  Lithuanian, 
Ukrainian,  Slovak,  and  Russian,  in  the  full, 
rich  Kngnisrie  spread  raf  the  Commwnfct  world, 

he  is  saying  to  the  Christians,  There;  you  are 
not  forgotten. 

As  the  Pope  take*  stock  of  the  year,  he  may 
wdl  reflect  that  this  theme — the  mdting  of  the 
Iron  Curtain— will  dominate  the  next  phase  of 
his  pontificate.  The  past  decade  has  been 
hectic.  As  the  most  travelled  Pope  in  history  he 
has  established  himself  as  the  head  of  a  truly 
universal  Church.  He  has  set  out  his  position 
on  the  role  of  women,  on  the  dignity  of  work, 
on  everything  from  homosexuality  to  inter¬ 
national  debt  There  can  be  few  Catholics  in 
the  world  with  any  doubt  about  what  this 
papacy  stands  for.  The  test  of  the  next  few 
years  will  be  in  how  the  Church  reacts  to  the 
rapidly-  changing  complexion  of  a  nominally 
atheist  Cnmmunist  world. 

The  talk  of  political  pluralism,  of  a  more 
variegated  cavil  society  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
may  turn  out  to  be  a  dissembling  discussion  of 
options  later  to  be  discarded.  The  Church's 
instinct,  borne  of  long,  well-grounded  sus¬ 
picion,  is  to  wait  patiently  and  find  ways  of 
protecting  Christians  in  the  atheistic  states. 

But  now  is  the  time  to  put  that  instinct  to 
one  side.  The  Church  has  the  chance  to  be 
more  assertive  in  the  Soviet  Woe  and  beyond; 
the  cracks  in  the  system  should  be  exploited. 

The  Pope  is  planning  visits  to  China  and 
Hungary;  Mr  Gorbachov  is  considering  a  trip 
to  Rome;  papal  pilgrimages  to  Lithuania, 
Latvia,  tire  Ukraine;  perhaps  even  Armenia, 
are  within  grasp.  That  is  encouraging,  but  it 
needs  a  closer  definition  of  the  Vatican’s 
strategy  than  was  needed  for  the  three 
pilgrimages  to  Poland. 


What  does  the  Church  want  from  Com¬ 
munist  stales?  Plainly,  improved  civil,  human, 
and  religious  rights.  But  it  can  and  should  be 
more  concrete,  more  pressing  in  states  where 
the  reins  of  party  control  are  genuinely  being 
loosened.  This  is  not  to  suggest  that  the  Pope 
should  reverse  his  criticism  of  the  complete 
identification  of  some  priests,  notably  in  Latin 
America,  with  political  activism.  But  short  of 
that  there  is  more  that  the  Church  can  do  to 
assist  the  momentum  towards  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  fundamental  freedoms  inside 
which  temporal  political  activity  takes  place: 

The  Church  is  currently  too  strict  in 
discouraging  political  activity  in  the  name  of 
the  Church.  What  the  Communist  societies 
need  most  at  the  moment  is  not  Western  credit 
but  fresh,  buoyant  ideas  to  fill  the  intellectual 
vacuum  left  by  the  retreat  of  Marxism- 
Leninism.  The  Church  should  be  active  here, 
sponsoring  political  clubs  that  can  take 
advantage  of  the  new  pluralism. 

It  should  not  be  afraid  of  supporting 
Christian  Democrats  parties,  should  they  ever 
emerge.  There  should  be  no  stigma  in  priests  or 
laymen  co-operating  with  the  Government  to 
tackle  drug  addiction,  alcoholism,  or  educa¬ 
tional  problems. 

The  Pope  is  closely  tied  to  his  Polish 
experience,  which  has  placed  the  Church  as  a 
mediating  force  between  the  people  and  the 
authorities  in  an  effort  to  preserve  the  sense  of 
nationhood  That  mission  has  its  own  imper¬ 
ative:  if  tire  Polish  Church  is  to  sway  the 
Government  on  human  rights  then  it  cannot 
be  seen  to  be  partisan,  part  of  an  opposition 
coalition  with  sohdaiity. 

But  this  situation  is  specific  to  Poland,  a 
deeply  Catholic  country.  There  is  no  reason 
why  the  numerically  much  weaker  Catholic 
Church  in  Hungary  or  Czechoslovakia  should 
be  so  inhibited  In  the  Soviet  Baltic  states,  in 
the  Ukraine,  the  Catholic  Church  should 
become  a  political  participant  —  as  a  separate; 
self-willed,  sd^confident  force  for  Christian 
rhangft.  Christians  should  not  just  define  the 
problems  of  Communism  but  become  part  of 
the  solution  too. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


ALOST  CHILD 


Each  time  a  court  hears  the  tale  of  yet  another 
baby  battered  to  death  by  inadequate  parents 
inevitable  grief  and  shock  are  mixed  with 
anger  anger  that  after  a  senes  of  puWic 
inquiries  that  have  each  thrown  up  sensible 
suggestions  on  how  not  to  let  it  happen  agam,  it 
has  happened  again.  Doreen  Mason,  whose 
mother  and  stepfiuher  woeboth  serviced 
yesterday  to  12  years  m  jail  ^ 
ins  known  to  be  at  risk  from  birth.  Yet  sun  the 
social  services  allowed  her  l£month  bfe^be 
scarred  by  torture  and  ended  m  a  horrific 

d<!fo1iliis  case  the  standard  yams.*0 
aonlv  Of  course  no  social  services  systerawm 
work  unless  neighbours,  friend^aigrcl^^ 


SeauSorities  when  they  suspect  violence.  But 

1,1 reported  last  month  that  at 

SS»“" 

3£ss*3£SS 

sasaSSrK-- 

-issassaaseg 

inquiry  recurrences? 

can  more  be  doM  both  a 

Saving 

tegsiatiy. and passing  through 


be  improved  But  the  problem  is  more  deep- 
seated  than  that. 

Those  who  go  into  social  work  want  to  help 
those  in  need  Often  they  lack  confidence  in,  or 
even  disapprove  o£  the  twin  role  they  should 
fulfil  as  social  policemen.  Families  should,  of 
course,  be  encouraged  to  stick  together  where 
possible.  But  there  will  always  be  a  minority  of 
cases  in  which  the  rights  of  family  members 
conflict  In  those  cases  there  may  be  no 
alternative  to  separation. 

The  more  obstructive  a  parent  is,  the  more 
urgent  may  be  the  need  to  take  action.  In 
Doreen's  case,  the  social  worker  was  appar¬ 
ently  intimidated  by  the  stepfather.  That  is  not 
surprising,  for  there  is  a  pattern  in  these  cases. 
A  violent  stepfather  scares  a  mother  into 
silence,  and  if  he  can  terrorize  the  mother,  he 
can  probably  do  the  same  to  a  young;  female 
social  worker. 

The  answer  is  not  to  keep  visiting  and  keep 
being  rebuffed  It  is  to  put  an  older,  more 
experienced,  possibly  male,  worker  on  to  the 
case;  and  if  necessary,  to  ask  a  police  officer  to 
accompany  him. 

More  generally,  the  answer  lies  in  more 
specialized  social-work  training.  Dealing  with- 
violent  fathers  is  quite  different,  saw,  from 
frrfpmg  young  mothers  to  find  care  for  their 
children  while  they  go  out  to  work. 

It  also  means  trying  to  raise  the  quality  of 
recruits.  Sadly,  the  more  social  workers  are 
blamed  for  tragsdies  such  as  Doreen’s,  the  less 
attractive  such  a  career  appears.  Caught 
between  accusations  of  over-assiduousness 
(Cleveland)  and  neglect  (Jasmine  Beddbrd, 
Tyra  Henry,  Doreen  Mason,  and  a  host  of 
others),  social  work  must  now  be  one  of  the 
world’s  most  thankless  jobs.  It  would  be  a 
tfrWhle  pity  if  the  bad  social  worker  drove  out 
thegqod  A 


Wary  response 
to  Mr  Arafat 

From  Lord  Rothschild,  FRS 
Sir,  Artide  6  of  the  Palestinian 
National  Covenant,  1969,  states 
that  Jews  who  had  normally 
resided  in  Palestine  until  the 
beginning  of  the  “Zionist  inva¬ 
sion”  would  be  considered 
Palestinians.  The  “Zionist  invar 
bodm  started,  according  to  a 
resolution  of  die  fourthPNC,  in 
1917.  Id  other  words,  any  Jew  trito 
was  not  normally  resident  in  Israel 
before  1917  would  be  outlawed, 
expelled,  imprisoned,  or  worse. 

No  doubt  Mr  Yasser  Arafat,  in 
his  new  conciliatory  mood,  which 
includes,  I  think,  recognition  of 
Israel's  existence,  will  pubhdy 
reject  artide  6,  and  many  others 
for  that  matter,  in  tire  Palestinian 
National  Covenant  But  if,  in¬ 
stead,  he  attempts  to  specify 
frontiers  before  the  negotiations, 
the  negotiations  will,  ofcourse,  be 
stultified  and  sterile. 

To  anticipate  a  comment,  rheto¬ 
ric  and  poetic  imagery  need  to  be 
put  to  the  test  of  serious,  search¬ 
ing,  and  specific  negotiations  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  takes  at  their  face 
value. 

Yours  truly, 

ROTHSCHILD, 

Trinity  College, 

Cambridge. 

December  21. 


Heavy  on  the  roads 

From  Mr  E.  Loewy 
Sir,  A  report  in  your  issue  of 
December  5  indicates  the  legiti¬ 
mate  police  concent  at  the 
overloading  of  coaches  returning 
to  the  UK  from  Calais  day-trip 
spending  outings.  However,  the 
wmngpd  handling  and  braking  of 
such  overloaded  coaches  is  for  less 
serious  than  the  frequent  and 
gross  overloading  of  HGVa  (heavy 
goods  vehicles),  particularly  in 
Kent  and  on  all  motorways. 

Surveys  have  shown  that  HGVs 
arc  on  average  13  per  cent  heavier 
than  their  formally-declared 
weight,  which  means,  in  statistical 
terms,  that  any  one  vehicle  could 
be  25  per  cent  overweight.  Its 
stopping  distance,  even  if  its 
brakes  are  100  per  cent  efficient 
and  it  is  not  speeding,  is  at  feast 
three  times  that  of  ordinary  cars, 
while  its  destructive  power  is  at 
feast  30  times  as  great 
1  remain  your  obedient  servant; 

E.  LOEWY, 

Swanwood, 

Highmoor, 

Henley-on-Thames, 

Oxfordshire: 

December  13. 


Bias  in  file  arts? 

From  Mr  Michael  Colvin,  MPfor 
Ramsey  and  Waterside 
(Conservative) 

Sir,  Lord  Goodman's  article 
(“This  tragedy  for  the  arts”, 
December  10)  was  wrong  in  feet 
and  figures. 

&  complains,  by  impbeation, 
of  Tory  toadie  arts  appointments 
—  tell  that  to  Sr  Richard 
Attenborough,  David  Cargill,  or 
Anffic^Smiffi  — andofC^em- 
ment  indifference  to  arts  funding. 
Is  be  unaware  that  Government 
spending  is  op  by  33  per  cent  - 
even  allowing  for  inflation— since 
the  Tories  took  office?  The  arts 
budget  was  £417  minion  last  year, 
when  arts  minister  Richard  Luce 
announced  his  new  three-year 
rolling-programme  budget  so  that 
arte  bodies  could  frian  weD  ahead. 

Lord  Goodman  was  a  splendid 
chairman  of  the  Association  for 
the  Business  Sponsorship  of  the 
Arts  from  1976  until  November  of 
fids  year,  and  the  Government’s 
business  sponsorship  incentive 
scheme  has  attracted  £21  minion 
of  new  business  money  into  the 
arts.  I  have  two  arts  festivals  in  my 
area  which  could  not  exist  without 
it. 

Add  to  all  this  important  tax 
concessions  to  help  the  arts;  the 

^tUfinniil  Heritage  Memorial  Fund, 

which  the  Government  set  up  in 
1980  with  over  £10$  million 
funding;  acceptance  of  in-heu-of- 
tax  arrangements;  Government 
-spending  on  museums  and  gal¬ 
leries  up  26.5  per  cent  in  real  terms 
since  1979;  and  a  Garden,  though 
not  utopian,  which  at  least  begins 
to  look  rosier.  Seven  new  theatres 
have  opened  and  there  have  been 
22  nuyor  renovations  all  over  the 
country  since  1979. 

Was  it  Lord  Goodman  who 
wrote  the  article;  or  was  it  his 
ghost?  If  so,  it  was  the  Ghost  of 
Christmas  Past  (prc-1979). 

Yours  sincerely, 

MICHAEL  COLVIN, 

House  of  Commons. 

December  IS. 

From  Lord  Goodman,  CH 
Sir,  May  I  encroach  on  a  couple  of 
inches  of  your  space  to  correct  an 
injustice  by  error  on  my  friend  Mr 
Patrick  Connade,  MP,  which  fea¬ 
tured  in  my  article  cat  December  10. 

Had  I  known  that  Mr  Cocmack 
had  been  Lady  Lee's  Conservative 
opponent  in  the  election  in  1970, 
when  she  lost  her  seat,  I  would 
have  realised  that  it  donld  not  be 
the  case  that  he  would  have 
conducted  a  campaign  which  al¬ 
leged  that  Jennie  neglected  (he 
day-to-day  concerns  of  her  constit¬ 
uency  in  order  to  serve  “elitist” 
arts. 

Patrick  Cormack  has  probably 
given  as  good  and  better  service  to 
(he  arts  than  any  other  private 
member.  I  am  regretful  if  in  any 
way  I  have  cast  any  reflection  on 
his  splendid  record  in  the  area  of 
the  arte. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GOODMAN, 

9-11  Fulwood  Place, 

Gray's  Inn,  WC1. 

TVpwnti^f  20. 


Soviet  thanks  for  aid  to  Armenia 


From  the  Ambassador  cf 
the  USSR 

Sir,  The  tragic  in  Armenia 
brought  about  an  overwhelming 
sympathy  for  its  victims  and  those 
directly  affected.  In  Britain  this 
sympathy  was  followed  by  prompt 
and  generous  practical  aid  to  the 
Soviet  people  in  earthquake- 
stricken  areas. 

British  rescue  teams,  firemen, 
doctors  rushed  to  Armenia  to  help 
on  the  spot  Medical  supplies, 
clothes,  foodstuffs  were  sent  by 
numerous  UK  companies  and 
otganisations  to  Erevan.  Gen¬ 
erous  donations  were  made  to  the 
Armenian  idiefi  All  this  aid  was 
meant  to  go  straight  to  the  people 
in  Armenia  and  there  it  has  gone. 

I  know  how  highly  people  of  my 
country  appreciated  tmg  magnani¬ 
mous  assistance  in  the  hour  of 
tragedy.  It  was  particularly  valued 


by  those  in  Armenia  who  lost  their 
kin,  their  belongings,  sometimes 
everything.  It  is  difficult  to  find 
words  to  express  our  heartfelt 
gratitude  to  the  British  people. 
Thank  you  for  your  practical  help, 
for  your  tears  of  compassion,  for 
sincerity  of  your  feelings. 

This  magnificent  response  of 
the  British  people  showed  an 
example  of  mutual  help  and 
compassion  in  our  increasingly 
interdependent  world. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  offer  the 
season's  greetings  and  best  wishes 
of  happiness,  success,  and  good 
health  to  all  your  readers. 

Yours  sincerely, 

L  ZAMYATIN, 

Embassy  of  the  Union  of  Soviet 
Socialist  Republics, 

13  Kensington  Palace  Gardens,  W8. 
December  21. 


Disaster  relief 

From  Group  Captain  G.  L. 
Cheshire,  VC,  OAf 

Sir,  Your  correspondents  (Decem¬ 
ber  20)  suggest  the  establishment 
of  a  national  fund  to  provide 

instant  relief  whm  wmnnl  liiwttw 

occurs.  It  was  precisely  with  this 
need  in  mind  that  on  Remem¬ 
brance  Sunday  I  launched  the 
World  War  Memorial  Fund  for 
Disaster  Relief 

Although  no  money  is  being 
spent  on  promotion,  the  appeal  is 
steadily  gathering  momentum, 
both  here  and  abroad.  Many  of  the 
deeply-moving  letters  that  flow  in 
each  day  mention  a  relation  or  a 
friend  whom  the  donor  wants 


remembered;  it  is  as  if  the  fund 
were  filling  an  unexpressed  but 
widely  felt  need  in  the  heart  of 
contemporary  man.  I  see  it  as  a 
way  for  those  whom  the  ordeal  of 
world  war  once  divided  to  express 
their  solidarity  with  those  whose 
ordeal  is  yet  to  come. 

My  target  is  £5  for  each  precious 
life  lost  in  those  two  fearful  wars, 
which  would  provide  a  permanent 
capital  sum  of  £400  million,  large 
enough  to  provide  a  significant 
yearly  income  instantly  available 
when  disaster  strikes. 

Yours  sincerely, 

LEONARD  CHESHIRE, 

The  Memorial  Fund. 

PO  Box  70.  London  SW1P  2QY. 
December  20. 


*GIasnost’  in  action 

From  Mr  Martin  Gilbert 
Sir,  Just  over  five  years  ago  you 
published  a  letter  from  me  protest¬ 
ing  at  the  refusal  of  the  Soviet 
Government  to  grant  exit  visas  to 
more  than  40  families  of  Russian 
Jews,  whom  I  had  met  in  Moscow, 

Tgiingniri,  and  Mindr 

A  year  and  a  half  ago,  after  I  had 
crossed  swords  at  the  United 
Nations  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission  in  Geneva  with  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Association  of 
Soviet  Jurists  about  Jews  who 
were  then  in  labour  camp  for  their 
part  in  the  struggle  to  leave  the 
Soviet  Union,  you  published  a 
second  fetter  from  me.  Its  theme 
was  that  Soviet  protestations  of  a 
change  in  policies  were  not  yet 
fuSy  matched  by  deeds.  I  specifi¬ 
cally  named  five  “long-term” 
refusenik  families. 

Daring  1987  all  Jewish  pris¬ 
oners  who  had  been  active  in  the 
emigration  movement  were  re¬ 


leased  from  labour  camp.  During 
1988  almost  all  of  them  have  been 
allowed  to  leave  the  Soviet  Union. 
At  the  same  time,  all  but  three  of 
the  40  families  whom  I  had  met  in 
2983,  and  again  in  198$,  were 
granted  their  exit  visas. 

A  few  days  ago  I  learnt  that  the 
last  three  of  the  five  whom  I  had 
named  in  my  tetter  to  you — two  of 
them  former  prisoners  —  have 
now  been  told  they,  too,  can  leave. 

Each  observer  will  have  his  or 
her  own  yardstick  by  which  to 
estimate  tike  extent  of  change  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  fact  that  all 
“my”  40  families  have  received 
their  exit  visas  would  certainly 
make  it  churlish  of  me  not  to 
recognise  that,  in  the  vital  sphere 
of  human  rights,  Mr  Gorbachov 
and  glasnost  have  made  signifi¬ 
cant  strides. 

Yours  sincerely, 

MARTIN  GILBERT, 

Merton  College,  Oxford. 
December  16. 


Further  thoughts  on  the  eggs  scare 


From  Mr  K.  C.  Spencer 
Sr,  The  packing  station  to  which 
we  send  our  eggs,  with  a  through¬ 
put  of  five  million  eggs  per  day, 
has  been  testing  for  Salmonella 
enteruUtis  since  July  from  every 
local  producer  and  has  not  found 
one  egg  infected.  These  figures 
speak  for  themselves. 

Yours  faithfully, 

KG  SPENCER 
Managing  Director, 

Kenneth  Spencer  Ltd, 

St  Martin’s  Farm, 

Zeals,  Warminster,  Wiltshire. 
December  21. 

From  Dr  Rosamond  A.  Cox 
Sir,  Mrs  Currie’s  departure  from 
the  Department  of  Health  co¬ 
incided  with  the  confirmation  of 
the  twentieth-eighth  case  this  year 
of  Salmonella  enleritidis  phage 
type  4  in  this  health  district  This 
represents  a  seven-fold  increase 
over  the  total  for  198$. 

AH  this  year's  cases  have  been 
sporadic,  so  it  is  impossible  to 
identify  the  food  responsible,  it 
may  therefore  be  a  coincidence 
that  the  most  recent  case  was  a 
five-year-old  child  who  became  ill 
after  she  bad  licked  the  bowl  her 
mother  bad  used  to  beat  up  raw 
egg  whites  for  Christmas  cake 
king. 

A  further  suspected  case,  again 
in  a  child,  was  diagnosed  this 
weekend.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
there  is  a  serious  epidemic  of 
infection  in  the  United  Kingdom 
due  to  tins  strain  of  salmonella. 
There  is  good  scientific  evidence 
that  this  has  been  caused  by 
infected  eggs  and  poultry. 

Yours  sincerely, 

ROSAMOND  A  COX, 
(Consultant  microbiologist), 
Kettering  Health  Authority, 
Department  of  Pathology, 
Kettering  &  District 
General  Hospital, 

Kettering,  Northamptonshire. 
December  20. 

From  Sir  James  Howie 
Sir,  What  was  Edwina  Cume’s 
error?  She  should  have  asked  the 
poultry-producing  industry  what 
it  was  doing  to  control  salmonello¬ 
sis,  about  which  it  had  been  wdl 
and  truly  informed  at  least  eight 


fours 

JAMES  HOWIE  (Director,  Public 


34  Radford  Avenue,  Edinburgh  1  • 

From  MrM.  C.  Jones 
Sr,  On  the  same  day  (December 
16)  (hat  your  headlines  pro¬ 
claimed  that  egg  producers  were 
issuing  writs  against  Mrs  Curne, 
and  the  Government’s  campaign 
to  rescue  the  egg  occupied  the 
whole  of  page  nine,  an  artide  at 
the  bottom  of  page  three  an¬ 
nounced  the  withdrawal  of  a 
research  grant  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  from  a  project  which 
was  confidently  predicted  to  rid 
poultry  flocks  of  salmonella. 

Am  this  hg  the  nhtmwft*  rrftny  rtf 

the  present  Government's  ap- 
rfoadi  to  scientific  research? 
Yours  faithfully, 

MICHAEL  JONES, 

86  Victoria  Road,  N22. 

December  19. 


From  Mr  R.  W.  Shepherd 
Sir,  Sir  Yehudi  Menuhin's  analogy 
(December  20),  casting  Mrs  Currie 
in  the  role  of  the  messenger 
executed  for  bringing  bad  news,  is 
flawed.  Cleopatra’s  battle  was 
already  lost  and  her  army  far 
away. 

The  nation’s  army  of  poultry 
keepers  (amongst  whom  I  do  not 
number)  are  in  our  midst  and, 
notwithstanding  Mrs  Currie,  wage 
a  battle  to  provide  eggs  at  the 
lowest  possible  price  to  the  con¬ 
sumer,  pursuant  to  UK  Govern¬ 
ment  policy  for  over  40  years. 

There  is  nothing  dishonourable 
in  their  activity.  As  humans,  we 
are  organisms  predating  upon 
other  organisms  for  our  survival 
However  sophisticated  the  mecha¬ 
nism,  this  remains  the  case. 
Inevitably,  therefore,  we  share 
some  disease  susceptibility  with 
some  of  our  food  sources. 

Salmonella  is  by  no  means  the 
first  or  the  most  serious.  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  brucellosis,  and  lepto¬ 
spirosis  have  all  been  identified 
and  controlled,  if  not  eliminated, 
in  this  country  by  that  ministry 
with  which  Mrs  Currie  is  reported 
to  have  become  impatient 

Should  anyone  in  authority 
have  been  so  cavalier  of  food 
supply  as  to  imperil  a  source  by 
dwelling  on  the  risks  attached  to 
consuming  the  food  in  question? 
Yours  faithfully, 

ROWLAND  W.  SHEPHERD, 
Managing  Director, 

Shepherd  Farms  Ltd, 

Barafland  Farm,  Hasfemere;  Surrey. 
December  20. 

From  Sir  David  Lane 
Sir,  Mr  John  Biffen’s  mention  of 
“arrogance”  (December  16),  in  the 
context  of  Mrs  Currie’s  latest 
gaffe,  is  timely.  As  a  Conservative 
1  am  increasingly  troubled  by  this 
unattractive  aspect  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  style.  The  “we  know  best” 
attitude  seems  to  have  infected 
ministers  from  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  downwards. 

During  the  Christmas  recess, 
classical  scholars  in  the  Cabinet 
might  usefully  remind  their  col¬ 
leagues  that  hubris  leads  to  nem¬ 
esis. 

Yours  truly, 

DAVID  LANE, 

5  Spinney  Drive, 

Great  Shelford,  Cambridgeshire. 
December  16. _ 

Sea  food  cocktail 

From  Sir  Robert  Sanders 
Sir,  “The  lion’s  share  of  the 
haddock  quota”  (Mr  Provan’s 
letter,  December  IS)  prompts  a 
late  entry  for  your  altered  prov¬ 
erbs  competition:  “Pride  goes 
before  a  hauT. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBERT  SANDERS, 

Greystones  Lodge, 

Broich  Terrace, 

Crieff  Perthshire. 

Letters  to  the  Editor  should  carry 
a  daytime  telephone  nomber.  They 
may  be  sent  to  a  fax  number  — 
(01)7825046. 


Terror  campaign 
in  N  Ireland 

From  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
Sir.  Your  story  today  (December 
20),  headlined  “Ktnnock  tells 
Ulster  families  to  stay  on”  seems 
to  have  misunderstood  what  1 
actually  said.  Since  the  matter  is 
important,  I  would  be  obliged  if 
you  would  allow  me  to  give  the 
necessary  detaiL 

During  my  visit  to  Northern 
Ireland  on  Monday  there  was 
naturally  interest  in  the  Pro¬ 
visional  IRA's  “campaign”  of 
bombing  attacks  on  Forces  fam¬ 
ilies’  quarters  and  I  was  asked  bya 
journalist  in  Enniskillen.  “Are  you 
idling  the  Forces’  families  to 
stand  firm?”  My  reply  was: 

No,  do  one  could  do  that.  They  are 
not  a  military  unit.  But  the  effect  on 
morale  of  having  loved  ones  near  at 
hand  is  very  important.  The  other 

important  const  deration  is  that  no 
concessions  must  be  made  to  terror¬ 
ism.  Withdrawal  of  families  would 
be  that. 

The  view  which  I  expressed  in 
Enniskillen,  which  was  based  on 
good  advice  and  knowledge  of 
soldiers'  families,  was  very  firmly 
endorsed  when  1  later  met  sol¬ 
diers*  wives.  Indeed,  people  who 
watched  television  news  on  Mon¬ 
day  night  will  know  that  the 
determined  and  courageous  atti¬ 
tude  of  servicemen's  wives  is  that 
they  will,  to  quote  one  of  them, 
“stand  by  our  men.” 

Your  brief  report,  like  some  in 
one  or  two  other  newspapers,  gave 
the  impression  that  i  was  some¬ 
how  recommending  a  course  of 
action  to  families  in  spite  of  the 
dangers  arising  from  the  Pro¬ 
visional  IRA  “campaign”  That  is 
not  and  would  not  be  true. 

The  Provisional  IRA  attacks  on 
Forces'  families  are  craven  even 
by  terrorist  standards  of  cowardice 
and  it  is  dear  that  maximum 
feasible  security  must  be  given  to 
Forces’  families  everywhere. 

Meanwhile  the  judgement  of  sol¬ 
diers  of  all  ranks  and  their  families 
should  be  trusted  and  respected. 
Yours  faithfully, 

NEIL  KINNOCK, 

House  of  Commons. 

December  20. 

From  Vice-Admiral  Sir  James 
Jungius 

Sir,  I  see  that  the  IRA's  Christmas 
offering  is  a  campaign  of  murder¬ 
ing  innocent  women  and  children, 
starting  from  about  Christmas  Eve 
and  announced  in  their  recent 
threat  to  the  families  of  service¬ 
men  in  Ulster. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  our 
times  that  this  horrific  prospect 
has  produced  little  in  the  way  of 
reaction  in  the  media.  Parliament, 
or  elsewhere.  Have  the  IRA  red¬ 
uced  us  all  to  the  point  where  we 
accept  the  threat  of  mass  murder 
of  women  and  children  as  an 
unremarkable  part  of  everday  life? 

In  particular  I  have  heard  no  cry 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
who  could  do  so  much  to  prevent 
such  a  campaign  getting  started. 
Nor  have  I  heard  a  statement  of 
horror  and  revulsion  from  the 
Irish  Government,  though  I  con¬ 
fess  that  recent  events  make  one 
wonder  whether  we  can  ever 
expect  them  to  really  stand  up  and 
be  counted  in  the  fight  against  the 
IRA.  I  hope  their  consciences  are 
clear  in  this  Christmas  season. 

Meanwhile  I  am  sure  that  tens 
of  thousands  of  ex-servicemen  and 
women  will  join  me  in  wishing 
service  families  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  a  merry  Christmas  and  a 
happy  New  Year.  Our  hearts  are 
very  much  with  you 
Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  JUNGIUS, 

La  wi  thick,  Mylor  Church  town, 
Falmouth,  ComwalL 
December  18. 

Clapham  rail  crash 

From  the  Rev  Dr  Robert  Letham 
Sir,  Your  reports  of  the  Clapham 
rail  disaster  (December  13)  in¬ 
dicate  that  bodies  were  thrown 
across  the  carriages  by  the  impact. 
It  is  very  probable  that  injuries 
and  mortality  were  thereby  made 
worse. 

The  wearing  of  seat  belts  on 
planes  has  long  been  standard  and 
is  now  mandatory  in  cars.  Overall, 
we  recognize  that  lives  are  saved 
by  the  practice.  Yet  we  are 
propelled  around  the  country  by 
train  at  speeds  of  up  to  12S  mph 
with  no  such  protection  available. 
Is  this  not  a  serious  anomaly? 
Yours  sincerely, 

R.  W.  A.  LETHAM, 

12  Chalgrove  Road, 

Thame,  Oxfordshire. 

December  14. 

Relative  values 

From  the  Rector  of  Guildford 
St  Nicholas 

Sir,  As  I  make  ready  for  Christ¬ 
mas,  I  reflea  that  half  a  century 
ago  the  gross  income  of  this 
benefice  was  £66$.  My  prede¬ 
cessor  of  that  time.  Archdeacon 
Lucas,  could,  for  £1,  send  480 
Christinas  cards.  Now,  for  £1 1  can 
send  seven,  and  have  2p  change  to 
jingle  in  my  pocket.  To  post  480 
cards  would  cost  me  £67.20. 

If  the  benefice  income  were 
linked  to  that  index,  I  should  be 
paid  £44,688.00  per  annum. 

Sir,  I  am  not. 

Yours  truly, 

BRIAN  TAYLOR, 

The  Rectory,  The  Flower  Walk, 
Guildford,  Surrey. 

From  Mrs  C  M.  F.  Knapton 
Sir,  Our  tree  lights  have  just  been 
brought  out  for  (heir  twenty-third 
Christmas.  The  box  i$  marked 
“Empire  matfe,  16/ld.". 

Yours  truly, 

KATIE  KNAPTON, 

61  Rock  Road,  Cambridge. 
7>ecember  1$. 
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COURT 

AND 

SOCIAL 


COURT 

CIRCULAR 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  21:  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Sir  Simon  Bland  bad  the 
honour  ofbeing  received  by  The 
Queen  upon  relinquishing  his 
appointment  as  Comptroller, 
Private  Secretary  and  Equerry 
to  Princess  Alice,  Duchess  of 
Gloucester  and  to  The  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Gloucester. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Sir 
Richard  Buckley,  R.N.  had  the 
honour  of  being  received  by  Her 
Majesty  upon  relinquishing  his 
appointment  as  Private  Sec¬ 
retory  to  The  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Kent. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Rolf  T. 
Busch  and  Mrs.  Busch  were 
received  in  farewell  audience  by 
The  Queen  and  took  leave  upon 
His  Excellency  relinquishing  his 
appointment  as  Ambassador 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotent¬ 
iary  from  Norway  to  the  Court 
of  Sl  James’s. 

Her  Majesty  held  a  Council  at 
12.40  p-m. 

There  were  present:  The  Right 
Hon.  John  Wakeham,  M-P. 
(Lord  President),  the  Lord 
Beisiead  (Lord  Privy  Seal),  the 
Lord  Denham  (Captain,  Gentle¬ 
men  at  Arms),  the  Right  Hon. 
Malcolm  Rifinnd,  M.P.  (Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  Scotland),  the 
Right  Hon.  Peter  Walter,  MJ*. 
(Secretary  of  State  for  Wales), 
the  Right  Hon.  Tom  King,  MJ?. 
(Secratary  of  Slate  for  Northern 
Ireland),  and  the  Right  Hon. 
David  Waddington,  M.P.  (Par¬ 
liamentary  Secretory,  Treasury). 

Mr  Geoffrey  de  Deney  was  in 
attendance  as  Clerk  of  the 
Council. 

The  Right  Hon.  John  Wake- 
ham,  M.P.  had  an  audience  of 
Her  Majesty  before  the  Council. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  21:  The  Prince  of 
Wales  received  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  at  St.  James's  Palace. 

Subsequently  His  Royal 
Highness,  President,  The  Prince 
of  Wales  Advisory  Group  on 
Disability,  received  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  London  Spinal 
Unit,  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hos¬ 
pital  and  of  ASPIRE,  their 
support  group,  at  Sl  James's 
Palace 

Afterwards  The  Prince  of 
Wales,  Duke  of  Cornwall,  vis¬ 
ited  Duchy  temanfs  in  the 
Manor  ofKennington. 

Mr.  David  Landate  was  in 
attendance. 

His  Royal  Highness  The  Prince 
of  Wales  will  pay  a  private  visit 
to  the  U.SA.  in  the  latter  part  of 
February  1989  daring  which  he 
will  undertake  some  official 
engagements. 

Judge  retiring 

Lord  McDonald,  who  has  been  a 
Scottish  judge  since  1973,  will 
retire  on  January  1.  Lord  Mc¬ 
Donald,  who  is  72.  won  the  MC 
with  the  KOSB  during  World 
War  Two. _ - 

The  Oratory  School 

The  Oratory  School  Society  held 
its  annual  Old  Boys’  dinner  on 
Wednesday,  December  14,  at 
the  Army  &  Navy  Club,  St 
James's.  Mr  Edward  Thomey- 
croft.  Chairman  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernors  of  the  Oratory  School, 
and  Mr  Maurice  Lynn,  the 
Headmaster  Elect  were  present. 
The  Society's  annual  general 
meeting  preceded  the  dinner. 

Anniversaries 

Births:  John  Crome,  landscape 
painter,  Norwich,  1768;  Jean 
Henri  Fabre,  naturalist,  Saint- 
Lcons.  France,  1823;  Giacomo 
Puccini.  Lucca.  Italy,  1858; 
Edgar  Vartse,  composer,  Paris, 
1883. 

Deaths:  George  Eliot,  London.  ; 
1880;  Nathaniel  WesL  novelist, 
El  Cento,  California.  1940; 
Beatrix  Porter,  children’s  writer,  1 
author  of  Peter  Rabbit,  Sawrey, 
Lancs,  1943;  Harry  Langdon. 
comedian  of  silent  films, 
California,  1944. 

Alfred  Dreyfus  was  imprisoned 
on  Devil's  Island.  French  Gui¬ 
ana  on  a  charge,  later  proved 
false,  of  espionage,  1895. 


Kangaroos,  wallabies  and  their  relatives 
are  disrupting  ideas  about  how  individ¬ 
uals  come  to  be  mate  or  female;  new 
research  shows  that  they  do  not  have  a 
gene  thought  to  be  crucial  in  determin¬ 
ing  makness  in  other  mammals.  This 
finding  complicates  the  elegant  simplic¬ 
ity  ofan  idea  put  forward  only  a  year  ago 
that  seemed  to  solve  the  mystery  of  sex 
determination. 

In  mammals,  the  sex  of  an  iBdrridual 
is  seen  in  the  chromosomes,  the  thread¬ 
like  slructores  inside  every  cell  that 
determine  the  pattern  of  inheritance  by 
virtue  of  toe  genes  they  contain.  Most 
rhmmnsnpMjS  are  sMsr  in  strOCtoK 
irrespective  of  sex:  these  chromosomes 
are  called  aotosomes.  Hot  there  is  also  a 
special  pair  of  sex  chromosomes,  X  and 
Y.  Females  have  a  pair  of  X  chro¬ 
mosomes,  whereas  males  have  a  stogie  X 
ami  a  much  smaller  Y.  Bat  different 
flnhnak  have  different  methods  of  sex 
determination. 

The  arrangement  in  birds,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  is  the  mirror-image  of  that  in 
mammals:  male  birds  are  XX  and 
females  are  XY.  (Researchers  prefer  to 
call  these  ZZ  and  ZW,  to  differentiate 
from  the  mammalian  system).  But 
chromosomes  reflect  rather  than  deter¬ 
mine  sex.  Researchers  reasoned  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  gene  on  either  or  both 
the  sex  chromosomes  that  determined 
the  sex  of  the  indiridsaL  The  Y 
chromosome  seemed  a  likely  candidate 


becanse  it  is  the  Y  chromosome  tint  is 
the  mark  of  muteness. 

The  isolation  of  jest  such  a  gene  was 
announced  last  Christmas  Eve  by  David 
Page  of  die  Whitehead  Institute  for 
Biomedical  Research  and  his  colleagues, 
whose  results  appeared  m  the  journal 
CdL  The  researchers  isolated  a  region 
of  the  Y  chromosome  that  contained 
some  or  all  of  a  gene,  now  railed  ZFY, 
responsible  for  male  characteristics. 
The  structure  of  this  gene  shows  that  it 
codes  for  a  certain  kind  of  protein  that 

switches  other  genes  on  or  off.  This  class 

of  protein  contains  special  structures 
called  ‘zinc  fingers',  hence  the  ZF- 
prefix  to  the  genes  that  code  for  them.  A 
similar  gene,  ZFX,  was  found  on  the  X 
chromosome.  Page  and  colleagues  found 
tint  many  species  of  ^w™i  have  a 
ZFY  gene  on  the  Y  chromosome  —  bat 
they  did  not  test  a  marsapiaL 

Marsupials  do  things  differently,  as 
shown  by  Andrew  H.  Sinclair  of  the 
Imperial  Cancer  Research  Fund  in 
London,  together  with  Page  and  six 
colleagues  in  Aostralia  and  the  UK; 
their  work  is  reported  in  the  current 
issne  of  Nature.  They  tested  loiir  species 
of  marsupial  for  the  presence  of  ZFY, 
and  found  no  evidence  for  it  or  anything 
remotely  similar  on  the  Y  chromosome. 
Instead,  ZFY  analogues  toned  op  on 
the  aotosomes  —  chromosomes  appar¬ 
ently  unconnected  with  sex  determ¬ 
ination .  This  commdmm  has  two 


possibfe  solutions,  says  Jonathan  Hodg¬ 
kin  of  the  Medical  Research  CounoTs 
Laboratory  of  Molecular  Biology  in 
Cambridge.  One  answer  amid  be  tint 
ZFY  has  nothing  to  do  with  sex 
determination  in  the  first  place  its 
location  on  the  Y  chromosome  of 
mammals  other  than  marsupials  could 
be  pore  coincidence.' This  solution  seems 
to  be  unlikely  in  the  face  of  the  large 
mass  of  evidence  connecting  ZFY  with 
sex  determination.  Instead,  it  could  be 
that  although  ZFY  determines  sex  in 
most  maimwaK,  marsupials  use  some 
other  system.  Hodgkin  favours  this 
alternative.  What  the  researchers  are 
seeing  in  marsupials  is  not  the  presence 
of  ZFY  on  the  aotosomes  at  aO,  but  of 
ZFX,  whfch  might  be  expected  there.  In 
mast  mammals,  ZFX  Eg  found  on  toe  X 
chromosome.  This  fa  rather  small  in 
marsupials,  and  ZFX  has  been  moved 
elsewhere  along  with  several  other  genes 
usually  associated  with  the  X  chro¬ 
mosome,  such  as  toe  DMD  gene 
believed  to  be  associated  with  Duchesne 
Muscular  Dystrophy.  Hodgkin  suggests 
that  to  marsupials  the  role  of  ZFY  to 
detennmmg  sex  may  be  taken  up  by 
some  other  gene  yet  to  be  discovered. 
But  finding  the  goes  which  determine 
sex  is  not  the  end  of  the  road.  It  remains 
—■rial  to  discover  more  about  their 
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Marriages  Forthcoming  marriages 


Mr  JJELT.  Hibbert-Hingstou 
and  Mrs  S.  Mfehdmore  | 

The  marriage  rook  place  quietly 
in  Devon,  on  December  7,  of 
James,  younger  son  of  Mr  and  | 
Mrs  Andrew  Hibbert-Hingston, 
and  Sarah,  daughter  of  Mr  and  1 
the  hue  Mrs  Dickinson. 

Mr  ILH.  Keynes 
and  Mbs  Z.  Hoanuu 
The  marriage  took  place  on  1 
December  16,  of  Randal  Hume 
Keynes,  son  of  Richard  and  , 
Anne  Keynes,  toZdfo,  daughter 
of  Cedi  and  Furugh  Honiara. 
Mr  AJC.  Laing 
and  Miss  D JVLP.  Fotorook 
The  marriage  took  {dace  at  All 
Saint's  Church  on  Saturday, 
November  19,  1988,  of  Mr 
Adrian  Charles  Laing,  second 
son  of  Dr  R.D.  laing  and  Mrs 
Anne  Laing,  to  Miss  Deborah 
Mary  Pamela  Fosbrook,  only 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Edward 
William  Fosbrook. 

The  bride  was  given  in  mar¬ 
riage  by  her  fefhw  »nd  attended 
by  Mrs  Karen  Heenan.  Mr  Pud  i 
Laing  was  best  man  and  Mr  I 
James  Waddington  toe  chief ; 
usher. 

Mr  D.  Marttosaa 
and  Mrs  W.  Rogers 
The  marriage  took  place  in 
Solihull,  on  December  3,  1988, 
of  Mr  David  Martinson,  of 
Sutton  Coldfield,  and  Mrs 
Wendy  Rogers,  of  Solihull 

Mr  J  JD  J.  Palma 
and  Miss  AS.  Gordon 
The  marriage  took  place  yes¬ 
terday  at  St  Columba’s  Church 
of  Scotland,  Pont  Street,  of  Mr 
Jeremy  Palmer,  elder  son  of 
Major-General  Sir  Michael  and 
Lady  Palmer,  of  West  Stafford, 
Dorset,  to  Miss  Angela  Gordon, 
daughter  of  Mrs  MM.B. 
McNiven,  of  Ovingdean,  Sus¬ 
sex.  The  Rev  J.  Mdndoe  offici¬ 
ated. 

The  bride,  who  was  given  in 
marriage  by  Dr  Tom  Stnttaford, 
was  attended  by  Amy  Burridge, 
Sophie  and  Matthew  Hodges 
and  Antonia  Palmer.  Mr  John 
Forshall  was  best  man. 

A  reception  was  held  at  the 
Cavalry  and  Guards  Chib  and 
the  honeymoon  will  be  spent  to  ■ 
East  Africa. 


University  news 

Queen’s,  Belfast 
Appointments 

Mr  Simon  Pranas  Lee  and  Mr 
Herbert  Wallace  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  chairs  in  the  faculty 
of  law. 


HONORARY  LECTURESHIPS;  Mr  R 
J  Davidson  (psychology):  Dr  j  F 
Mascmn  idtnWrvj;  am  Dr  P  C  H 
W«  (paOtology}- 

Dr  Donald  Davison,  of  the 
department  of  applied  mathe¬ 
matics  and  theoretical  physics, 
has  been  appointed  university 
organist. 

Grant 


CoUrfls.  Dublin,  am  _ _ 

Nadonal  dUMolro  NamreOe.  tarts. 

&*£h«S53nr PWCt,~  10  “ 


Captain  G.CN.  Lue  Fox 
and  the  Hob  RJVL  Baring 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  George  Charles 
Nicholas  Lane  Fax,  The  Blues 
and  Royals,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Geotge  Xane  Foot,  of  Bramham 
Park,  Wetherby,  West  York¬ 
shire,  toe  Hon  Rachel 
Monica,  eldest  daughter  of  Lord 
and  Lady  Howidt  of  Glendale, 
of  Howick  HaU,  near  Alnwick, 
Northumberland. 

Mr  WJP.  Nesbitt 
and  Miss  CL.  Charitoa-Smife 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  William,  son  of  Mr  and 
the  Honourable  Mrs  M.W. 
Nesbitt,  of  Fittleworth,  West 
Sussex,  and  Caroline,  younger 
daughter  of  Dr  and  Mrs  D. 
Charlton-Snuth,  of  Wdles- 
boume,  Warwickshire. 

Mr  TJX.  Ramm 
and  Miss  MJ.C.  Richards 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Timothy,  younger  son 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Bernard  Ramm, 
of  Guildford,  Surrey,  and 
Miranda,  only  daughter  of 
Lieutenant  General  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Richards,  of  Clock 
Tower  House,  St  James’s 
Palace. 

MrAJ>.AttffeU 
and  Miss  J.  Sweatman 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew  Paul  elder  son 
of  Mr  TAT.  Airfield,  of  Col¬ 
chester,  Essex,  and  Mrs  EJL 
Airfield,  of  Aylesbury,  Buck¬ 
inghamshire,  and  Joanne,  only 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  F.VJ. 
Sweatman,  of  Marlow,  Bucking¬ 
hamshire. 

MrG.C  Baddeley 
and  Miss  CUE.  Barker 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Gary  Christopher, 
younger  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
John  Baddeley,  of  Great  Wal¬ 
tham,  Essex,  and  Cecilia  Louisa 
Elaine,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mis  Nicolas  Barker,  of 
Holland  Fade,  London. 

Mr  JJLBere 
and  Miss  MJL  Clarke 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James  Richard,  elder 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  CH.  Bern,  of 
Chil  worthy  Farm,  Chard,  So¬ 
merset  and  Mary  Ruth,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Mr  P.G.W.  Clarke 
and  of  Mrs  EJ-M.  Clarke,  of 
North  Bam,  Cathanger,  Five- 
bead,  Taunton,  Somerset 
MP.  Bernard 
and  Miss  S.  Marine 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Pascal  son  of  M  and 
Mme  Jean  Pierre  Bernard,  of 
Paris,  and  Susan,  elder  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mix  James  Marine,  of 
Bent,  Laurencekirk,  Kincar¬ 
dineshire. 

MrCP.Buravs 
and  Dr  FJV.  Godlee 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Christopher,  youngest 
son  of  the  late  Mr  Timothy 
Burrows  and  Mrs  Catherine 
Burrows,  of  Bough  Beech,  Kent 
and  Fiona,  younger  daughter  of 
Dr  and  Mrs  Nicholas  Godlee,  of 
Primrose  Hill  London. 

Captain  MJLH.  Burrows,  RE 
and  Miss  FJL  Juniper 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Mark,  son  of  lieuten- 
ant-Goionel  and  Mrs  TJC 
Burrows,  of  Chieveley,  Berk¬ 


shire,  and  Felicity,  younger 
daughter  of  Mtgor  R.W.  Ju¬ 
niper,  (Retd),  of  New  Delhi 
India,  rnul  Mrs  E.C.  Juniper,  of 
East  Horsley,  Surrey. 

DrT-P.  Caflinan 
and  Miss  KA.  Ford 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Paul  elder  son  of  Dr 
and  Mrs  TJL  CdIKumi,  of 
Mbeya,  Tanzania,  and  Katie, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  ILF.  Ford,  of  MUIhifl, 
Meikteour,  Perthshire. 

Mr  P J_V.  Dcridge 
and  Miss  AJB&Fergnson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Peter,  son  of  the  late 
Mr  Vere  Davidge  and  of  Mrs 
Philippa  Davidge,  of  Greens 
Norton,  Northamptonshire,  and 
Alison,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr 
Alec  Fognson  and  of  Mrs 
Elizabeth  Ferguson,  of  Largs, 
Ayrshire. 

MrSJ).  Denslow 
and  Miss  N  J.  Mamford 
Dr  andMrs  J  J.  Mumford,  of 
Upper  Basildon,  Berkshire,  are 
pleased  to  announce  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  their  daughter  Nicola 
Jane,  to  Mr  Simon  David 
Denslow,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  R.C.  Denslow,  of 
Sutton  Coldfield,  West  Mid¬ 
lands. 

Mr  IXH.  Fraser 

and  Miss  F.  Ward 

The  enatecmcnl  is  announced 

between  David,  younger  son  of 

Mr  and  Mrs  DJ.  Fraser,  of 

Brook,  and  Faith,  daughter  of 

Professor  and  Ms  WJL  Ward, 

ofPetersfiekL 

Captaia  AJ.  Groom,  RA 

and  Mbs  SJ.  Wffla— 

The  engag  pment  is  announced  ! 
between  Anthony,  son  of  Briga¬ 
dier  and  Mrs  J.C.  Groom,  of 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Kent,  and 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
R.CL  Williamson,  of  Great  Tey, 
Essex. 

Mr  J.E.M’Kenzie-HaH 
and  Miss  LA.  Antenik 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  John  MTCenzie-Hall  of 
Pitcombe,  Somerset,  and  Iwona, 
daughter  of  Pan  and  Pani 
Tadeusz  Antonik,  of  Warsaw, 
Poland.  . 

MrDXBamsden 
and  Mbs  CL  Hughes 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between.  David,  elder  son  of 
Major  and  Mrs  LB.  Ramsdcn,  of 

and .  Charlotte"  Ira,  daughter  of 
Mr  R.G.  Hughes,  of  Brook 
House  Bum,  Denbigh,  Clwyd, 
and  of  the  late  Mrs  R.G. 
Hughes. 

Mr  A-Shegog 

and  Miss  HE.  Rabaa 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Andrew,  elder  son  of 

the  Rev  and  Mrs  Eric  Shegog.  of 

Harpenden,  Hertfordshire  and 
Bridget  Elizabeth,  second 
daughter  of  Dr  and  Mrs  John 
Raban,  of  Beenham,  Berkshire 
MrRJH.  WQtoo 
and  Miss  R.  Bndfeaaoa 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard,  elder  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Michael  Wilton,  of 
Limpsfiekl  Surrey,  and  Rachel 
younger  daughter  ofMr  and  Mrs 
Robert  Burimsou,  of  TarsfieM, 
Surrey. 


Birthdays  today 

m;  .. 


OBITUARIES  nirr 

SIR  PHILIP  MAGNUS-ALLCROF  l 

Convivial  biographer  of  the  heavyweights 


Dame  Peggy  Ashcroft 
actress,  81 

Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir  John 
Aiken,  67;  Mr  Janies  Burke, 
broadcaster,  52;  Dr  Alan  Bush, 
composer,  conductor  and  pia¬ 
nist,  88;  Viscount  Davidson,  60; 

Mr  Noel  Ertwiand*.  hmadra«erT 

40;  Miss  Patricia  Hayes,  actress, 
79;  Mn  Karin  Jonzen,  sculptor, 
74;  Air  Vice-Marshal  Sir  Edgar 
Loiwe,  83;  Dr  Judith  McClure, 
headmistress.  The  Royal 
School  Bath.  43;  Mr  Chris  Old, 
cricketer,  4&,  toe  Rev  Lard 
Sandford,  68;  Lord  Stott,  79;  the 
Duke  of  Westminster,  37;  Colo¬ 
nel  WJL  Whitbread,  brewer,  88; 
Mr  Ken  Whitmore  playwright, 
49;  the  Very  Rev  JJiS.  Wfld, 
framer  Dean  of  Durham,  84. 

Service  dinner 

The  Queen’s  FasQiera 
Officers  af“C"  (City  ofLondan) 
Company  of  the  8th  Battalion 
The  Queen’s  Fusiliers  held  a 
dinner  last  night  at  toe  Head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Royal  Regiment 
of  FusiHeis  at  HM  Tower  of 
London.  Major  H.  Rail  ton, 
Officer  Commanding,  wel¬ 
comed  the  guests. 

Appointments 

Sir  Richard  Attenborough’s 
appointment  as  chairman  of 
Channel  4  has  been_extended  by 
the  Independent  Broadcasting 
Authority  until  the  end  of  1992. 
Richard  Dunn,  managing  direc¬ 
tor  of  Thames  Television  and 
chairman  of  the  ITV  Assod- . 
ation,  and  Anne  lapping,  TV 
producer,  to  be  directors  of 
Channel  4.. 

Mr  Phillip  Sober  and  Mr  George 
David  Inge-hmef-IJlBngstM, 
to  be  reappointed  Crown  Estate 
Commissioners. 

Mr  Stewart  Taverner  Bates  QC 
and  Mr  Thomas  Hywd  Moseley 
QC  to  be  Circuit  Judges 
Sir  Hngb  Cabin  to  be  a 
Commissioner  of  English  Her¬ 
itage  with  medal  responsibility 
for  work  in  London 

Fellowships 

London  Business  School  has 
announced  that  Sir  Terence 
Bums,  Chief  Economic  Adviser 
to  the  Treasury,  and  Mr  Iain 
Vallance,  Chairman  of  British 
Telecom,  are  to  become  Fellows 
of  the  School 


Sir  Philip  Magnus- Allcroft, 
who  died  yesterday  aged  82, 
was  a  biographer  and  his¬ 
torian  who  took  on  major 
figures.  Burice,  Raleigh,  Glad¬ 
stone  and  Kitchener  were 
among  those  who  “sat”  for 
him,  to  use  his  own  verix 

But  be  win  be  remembered 
above  all  for  his  biography, 
King  Edward  The  Seventh, 
published  by  John  Murray 
(1964)  and  later  in  paperback 
by  Penguin.  It  was  tins  book 
which  won  Magnus  his  great¬ 
est  acclaim  and  turned  him 
into  a  welcome  figure  at 
dinners  and  a  much  sought- 
after  speaker  on  matters  lit¬ 
erary  and  biograptricaL 

Bui  he  was  throughout  his 
life  a  man  who  enjoyed  the 
company  of  otters,  especially 
is  London’s  dobs.  Inevitably, 
he  was  a  member  of  The 
Beefsteak,  as  well  as  Brook’s 
and  Pratt’s.  Club  life  with  its 
bonhomie  and  its  conversa¬ 
tion  was  an  integral  part  ofhis 
life.  Magnus  enjoyed  wit  and 
in  the  right  company  could  be 
extremdy  witty  himsdfi  ready 
to  shine  arid  even  outshine. 

He  was  bom  on  February  8, 
1906,  and  educated  at  West¬ 
minster  and  Wadham  College, 
Oxford.  At  university  he was  a 
poplar  figure,  almost  a  dandy, 
given  to  wearing  top  hats.  Few 
of  his  contemporaries  in  the 
late  Twenties  would  have 
forecast  his  later  eminence  as 
historian  and  biographer. 

During  the  Second  World 
War  be  served  in  the  Royal 
Artillery  and  the  Intelligence 
Corps*  where  he  ended  with 
the  rank  of  mayor.  One  ofhis 
postings  was  to  Iceland,  where 
apology  was  made  for  his 
accommodation.  “All  I  need**, 
replied  Magnus  with  proper 
practicality,  “is  my  own  bed¬ 
room  and  my  own  bath¬ 
room”.  In  the  rather  more 
congenial  dimate  of  Rome  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Allied 
Military  Government  in  1946. 

In  1943  he  married  Jewell 
Allcroft,  the  granddaughter  of 
a  prosperous  North-Country 
glover.  Through  her  he  was 
able  to  live  in  Stokesay  Court 
in  Shropshire  where  he  was  to 
remain  until  the  end  ofhis  life. 
Its  huge,  oak-panelled  rooms 
were  to  house  the  substantial 
library  he  built  up  and  pro¬ 
vided  bim  with  ideal  writing 
conditions.  The  Court  was 
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just  down  the  road  from  the 
Norman  Stokesay  Castle, 
which  was  one  of  the  buildings 
only  half  knocked  about  by 
Cromwell  and  Magnus  took  a 
personal  interest  in  it. 

Out  of  deference  to  his  wife, 
who  survives  him,  Magnus 
added  Allcroft  to  his  own 
nniwft,  although  he  signed  his 
books  and  numerous  news¬ 
paper  reviews  simply  “Philip 
Magnus”. 

Together  they  gathered  a 
circle  of  literary  friends 
around  them,  inducting  the 


Philip  Magnus  discussed  biog¬ 
raphy  with  Harold  Nicoison 
and  his  wife  gardening  with 
Vita  Sackviife-West 

When  he  inherited  the  title 

from  his  grandfather  —  his 

fetberhavnw  predeceased  him 
—  Magnus  fat  able  to  devote 
his  life  to  biography  for,  after 
the  war,  he  had  joined  tire 
Civil  Service. 

His  study  of  Gladstone 
(1934)  was  reckoned  to  be  the 
first  book  which  did  justice  to 
that  subject  Kitchener ,  which 
followed  four  years  later,  was 
judged  by  The  Times  lobe  atm 
of  the  best  biographies  “of  the 
season”.  These  were  to  lead 
the  way  to  King  Edward, 


which  was  done  with 
authorisation  of  the  Palace 
and  toe  opening  of  a  number 
of  archives.  Permission  to  film 
a  life  of  Edward,  however,  was 
not  given.  That  had  to  wait  for 
the  ATV  series  over  ten  years 
later. 

Magnus  justly  won  praise 
for  his  objectivity.  He  assem¬ 
bled  toe  facts,  including  a 
number  unpublished,  pul  his 
subject  in  scrupulous  histori¬ 
cal  context  but  he  did  not 
draw  conclusions.  That  was 
the  job  ofhis  many  readers. 

In  his  later  years  Magnus 
suffered  from  failing  eye&ighL 
It  was  this  which  prevented 
him  from  tackling  a  commis¬ 
sioned  life  of  Lord  Curzon. 
Biography  remained  his  pas¬ 
sion  until  the  end  and  one  of 
the  last  books  to  be  read  to 
him  was  Richard  Ullmann*s 
life  of  Oscar  Wilde. 

His  gregarious  character 
and  ready  wit  made  him  a 
great  favourite  with  children, 
although  he  had  none  of  his 
own. 

The  title  now  passes  to  his 
nephew  Laurence  Magnus,  a 
director  of  Samuel  Montagu 
and  son  of  his  younger 
brother,  the  late  Hilary  Mag¬ 
nus,  QG 


PROF  MALCOLM  WALDRON 
Founding  professor  at  University  of  Surrey 


Professor  Malcolm  Waldron, 
who  died  on  December  9  at 
the  age  of  64,  had  since  1982 
been  a  Pro- Vice-Chancellor  of 
toe  University  of  Surrey,  in 
the  foundation  of  winch  in 
1966  he  had  played  a  prom¬ 
inent  part. 

He  became  head  of  the 
university’s  department  of 
metallurgy  and  materials  tech¬ 
nology  in  1966  after  a  distin¬ 
guished  career  in  the  field  of 
materials  science. 

Malcolm  Burnham 
Waldron  was  educated  at 
Whitgift  School  and  King’s 
College,  London  and  was 
awarded  his  PhD  by  toe 
University  of  Birmingham 
after  working  at  the  Royal 
Aircraft  Establishment  at 
Fambarough. 

Waldron  joined  the  Atomic 
Energy  Research  Establish¬ 
ment  at  Harwell  and  between 
1948  and  1966  worked  with 


JDda  Kathleen  Smith,  who 
died  on  December  14  follow¬ 
ing  a  short  illness  at  the  age  of 
57,  was  oneof  those  in  the film 
industry  who  get  tittle  recog¬ 
nition  on  screen  but  whose 
off-screen  contribution  is 
priceless.  In  an  ixuhmry,  rid¬ 
den  with  immense  egos,  she 
stood  out  as  a  person  of 
modesty  and  confidence. 

Her  skills  showed  from  an 
early  age  when  she  joined 
High  Definition  Films  of 
Highbury  us  a  secretary  in  toe 
production  department. 


Sir  Monty  Flnniston’s  team 
on  reactor  material 
development. 

He  was  the  United  King¬ 
dom  representative  in  ex¬ 
changes  with  the  United 
States  on  plutonium  and  with 
France  and  Euratom  on 
nuclear  materials. 

When  he  was  appointed  to 
the  newly-founded  University 
of  Surrey  in  1966,  Waldron 
was  6ne  of  a  group  of  profes- 
sors  who  took  a  leading  role  in 
establishing  die  university 
from  its  origins  at  the  Batter¬ 
sea  College  of  Advanced 
Technology. 

Under  Waldron’s  leader¬ 
ship,  the  metallurgy  depart¬ 
ment  became  a  fine  research 
school  and  one  of  the  leaders 
in  «ytehifshin£  an  industrial 
training  programme  which 
other  institutions  have  tried  to 
emulate.  He  instituted  an  MSc 

JILDA  SMITH 

Within  a  short  time  she  was 
successively  unit  manager  and 
location  manager  before 
becoming  one  of  the  most 
creative  production  managers 
in  the  industry  —  admired  by 
many  actors  as  well  as  direc¬ 
tors.  Her  forte  was  controlling 
schedules,  budgets  and  bril¬ 
liant  but  spendthrift  wayward 
directors.  If  Jilda  thought  it 
would  not  work,  she  sand  so. 


Those  she  worked  for  were 
impressed  by  her  firmness  and 
the  quality  of  her  arguments. 


course  in  nuclear  technology 
in  2 976  and  set  up  agreements 
with  Malaysia  and  Iran  which 
led  to  the  training  of  many 
students  from  these  countries 
in  Britain. 

It  was  largely  due  to 
Waldron’s  initiative  and 
leadership  in  building  up  the 
department  that,  in  a  recent 
exercise  by  the  University 
Grants  Committee  for  ranking 
university  departments  fra; 
their  research,  the  department 
at  Surrey  came  highest  of  all 
those  within  British  univer¬ 
sities  founded  since  toe  last 
wan  only  Cambridge  and 
Oxford,  with  larger  depart¬ 
ments,  were  ranked  higher. 

Waldron  was  also  respon¬ 
sible  for  arranging  links  be¬ 
tween  the  university  and  toe 
Royal  Aircraft  Establishment 

He  is  survived  by  bis  wife, 
Jo,  and  four  children. 


In  1983  she  joined  Channel 
4  as  a  financial  controller  to 
oversee  toe  Film  on  Four 
series,  and  in  1985  toe  was 
lured  to  Film  Finances,  which 
provides  the  financial  guar¬ 
antees  for  most  British  films 
made  in  the  UK  and  Europe. 

But  finance  was  not  her  only 
slcflL  She  was  able  to  spot 
weaknesses  in  a  script  and 
often  saved  ber  employers 
many  thousands  of  pounds  by 
suggesting  cuts: 

She  was  married  to  Peter 
Williams,  an  art  director. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  &  PERSONAL 


balcomk-  Ob  December  ITtli  1988 
at the Royal  Free HospUalto Frances 
iaee  m  Samson)  and  Andrew  a 
(Catherine  Joanna. 


■CVAII  -  Qn  December  20th.  1988  to 
Annabel  tofe  WeathenO)  and  Wil¬ 
liam.  a  son- 
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HAWKINS  •  On  December  20th.  Ada 
Joyce,  peacefully.  Widow  of  Rich¬ 
ard.  hie  vicar  of  Drayton  ami 
Mncbebey.  much  loved  mother  of 
Pamela  and  Elizabeth  and  eud- 
mother  of  Camilla,  czieptan  and 
Jutta.  Requiem  mam  al  CEfien  Ca- 
tiwdraL  l.afign  on  Friday. 
December  23rd. 


9DMPLC  -  On  December  X8th  1988. 
peaoeftiUy  at  the  as.  Leon  Home. 
Harare.  Zimbabwe.  Anne  QUn, 
aged  92.  widow  of  the  bee  John 
Mervyn  Semple  of  Ireland  and 
Kenya,  and  mother  of 
Montrose. 


StttTH  -  On  December  21st  peacefully 
Cedi  Henry,  beloved  Or 

Qneenie.  Cyn&t*  and  Joan. 


WtUUMfctAWSON  ■  On  December 
18th  1988  at  Kings  Coflege  Hospital. 
London.  Nod  Ain  SL  Mm  WUUarm 
to  Margaret  Lawson. 

BARCROFT  -  On  December  20th 
ncacefidly  at  Budldgh  Stoterton 
Hospital,  LL  Col  Robert  Ball  Bancroft 
<  Robbia)  aged  79.  Late  of  Sktnnem 
Horse.  Greatly  lowed  husband  of 
Helen  and  father  of  Anna 
Barrington -Ward.  •  cremation 
private.  Memorial  service  to  be 
announced  later. 

BASON  -  On  December  2om.  at  tea 
Harable.  Hants  home  after  a  valiant¬ 
ly  fought  battle.  Dennis  aged  60 
years.  Dearly  loved  husband  of  Ms, 
father  of  Stephen  and  Sally,  and 
adoring  grandfather  of  Virginia. 
“And  underneath  are  the  evertasOna 
arms.”  Funeral  Thtasday  December 
29to.  service  at  St  Andrew's  Church. 
Hamble  at  l.OOpm  fhBowed  tv  pri¬ 
vate  cremation.  No  Bowen  by 
request,  donations  if  desired  to  tmpe- 
rial  Cancer  Reswirrh _ _ 

BmUM- On  December  17Bi  1988 at 
Dulwich  hosdRbL  Leslie  VsdenOne. 
Funeral  at  West  Norwood  Crematort. 
um  on  Friday  December  30th  at  1.30 
pm.  No  Bowers  please.  Donations  to 
British  Heart  FoundaUon  or  Cancer 
Research  Campaign. 


BLOOM -On  December  2laL  peaceful¬ 
ly  at  home,  alter  a  long  and  painful 
Qlness.  uncomptatidntfy  tadded  with 
outstanding  courage.  Professor 
Julian.  Loving  and  beloved  husband 
of  Barbara  and  adored  father  of 
Pauline.  Caroline  and  Michael. 
Please,  no  flowers  but  donations  If 
wished  to  the  Bloom  Cancer 
Research  Fund,  c/o  Professor  Alan 
Harwich.  Royal  Marsden  HospftaL 
Dawns  Rd.  Sutton.  Surrey.  SM2 
5PT.  Funeral:  Friday.  December 
23rd.  I2pm  at  WIDesden  Jewish 
Cemetery.  Deacon  rflsld  Rd. 
WIDesden.  NWJOl  Myers  at  home, 
Saturday.  8pra. _ 

MOW  -  On  December  20th  at 
Orpington.  Kent.  Janet  YtdUe.  aged 
95.  mother  of  Mary  Lnchhead  and 
mother-ln-law  of  George  Locbhead. 


(UUiONat-On  December  2QQ\  peace¬ 
fully  to  i«w|Oi«  George  wtUfam 
aaed  84  of  London.  bHoved  husband 
of  Bella  and  deer  father  or  Audrey 
and  Barbara.  Journalist  In  Fleet 
Street  for  over  50  years,  win  be  sad¬ 
ly  missed  to*  to  many  Mends. 
Service  at  noon.  January  4th  at  SI 
Mary's.  Wed  Kensington  followed 
by  cresnahon  at  Mortlake  Ckeraatort- 
um.  No  Sowers,  donations  if  desired 
to  either  The  Royal  Masonic  Hospi¬ 
tal.  RavenscQurt  Park,  I /union.  w& 
or  Cancer  Relief.  MacMtUan  Fund. 
Anchor  House.  15/19.  Britten  Street 
London.  SW3  STY- _ . _ 

CULSDUN  -  On  Tuesday  December 
1301.  tragically,  ba  a  road  acOktoot  to 
Saudi  Arabia.  Terence  WBUam  Cole, 
husband  of  Mary*,  father  of  Christo¬ 
pher  and  Anna,  son  of  Joyce 
Stevenson  (nfe  Horn).  The  funeral 
wm  take  place  on  our  return  to  the 
UK  when  Anna,  who  was  also  to  the 
accident.  has  recovered. _ _ 

GRANT  -  On  December  19th  at 
SLWHMirs  Hospice.  Chichester. 
Lachlan  (F80.  much  loved  brother  of 
Morag  Duke,  kind  unefe  of  Annie  and 
Sarah  and  great  unde  of  Robin.  8a- 
rab-Lucy  and  Iain.  The  funeral  wm 
be  an  29th  December  at  12  o  dock  at 
Si  Richard's  Cathode  Church.  Chich¬ 
ester.  Family  flowers  only  plnse  but 
donattous  if  wished  to  SL  WflMdh 


HANCOCK  -  On  n— her  lSth  to 
Hospital  WDBam  Preatwoed  (Dan) 
aged  87.  formerly  of  Little  Porch. 
Yarns  Way.  LnfeertWML  Service  St 
Chtdwster  Crematui  turn.  Wednes¬ 
day  28th  December  at  2-30pm. 
Flowers  or  donations  if  desired  to 
Age  Concern  c/o  W  Wratgbt  and 
Son.  The  Square.  Emswonh.  Hank. 


LEW*  -  On  December  20th.  1988. 
peacelUUy.  after  a  short  tttneas  at 
Bodvcvn.  Patricia  Marguerite 
Thomas  of  KBviuugh)  aged  74. 
Beloved  w«  *  of  Arnold  DevouaM 
Lewis:  fonoeriy  cf  Penn.  Bucks  and 
previously  of  Kitarough.  Graidy 
missed  also  by  her  dtfldrea  Rtchard 
and  Carol  and  Dor  gtandsuus. 
Charles.  Own  and  James. 
Cremation  at  Swansea 
Crematorium.  Momston,  Swansea 
an  December  28tb  at  12X0  noon.  No 
Bowers  but  donations  may  be  sent  to 
The  imperial  Cancer  Research  FUnd. 
98  MaryMbone  Higb  Street.  London 
W1M_  Any  enoulries  to  Mr.  Murray. 
Wflllara  PTsssdee  on  (0792)  366513. 

UDOfLL  -  Ob  December  16th. 
peacefully  at  borne.  John,  beloved 
husband  of  Dorothy  and  father  of 
Angus.  FUneal  at  Bedcabam  Cre¬ 
matorium  on  Friday.  December  30U> 
at  2atn. _ ___ _ 

LISTER -Ob  Tuesday.  December  20th. 
suddenly.  award  James  of 
LfstertaSe.  South  Yorio.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vice  to  lake  dace  at  St  Asian’s 
Church.  Wtckeratey,  on  Thursday 
December  290)  at  10.16am.  followed 
by  cremation  at  Rotherham.  AS  en¬ 
quiries  to  Bartbotomew  tt  Sons. 
Telephone  ftotberhaa  365706. 

meadows'  •  Or  December  20m. 
peacefully  at  home.  Richard,  aged 
13b  Dearly  beloved  son  tflM  and 
John  Meadows  and  brother  of  Tom 
and  Christopher.  _ 

PEDDER  -  On  December  20th.  pence- 
fUBy  In  a  nursing  home  after  a  long 
nnw»  Brenda  Mary,  wife  of  Ihe  late 
Dick  Redder  and  step-mother  of 
Anthony.  A  family  funeral  service 
and  Interment  wm  be  held  at 
Flnthwaue  Church  on  Friday 
Decsuber  23nL  2J0pm.  No  Rowers 
pieoK  but  donstlons  If  desired  to  the 
Royal  Naval  Benevolent  Society.  1 
Fleat  SL  London.  EC4Y  1BD. 


Christie’s  gift  to  college 

By  Sarah  Jane  ChedUand,  Art  Market  Correspondent 


Christie’s  are  making  a  size¬ 
able  financial  gift  —  under¬ 
stood  to  be  in  the  region  of 
£250,000  -  to  the  Royal 
Holloway  and  Bedford  Coll¬ 
ege  at  Egham,  Soney. 

The  news  comes  as  the 
college,  in  financial  straits  due 
to  education  cuts,  has  beat 
considering  selling  part  of  its 
Victorian  painting  collection 
as  an  emergency  measure  to 
raise  cash. 

“We  have  pledged  quite  a 
lot  of  money  over  a  period  of 
five  years  because  it  fits  in 
rather  closely  with  our  own 
education  aims,”  said  Charles 
Allsopp,  Christie's  Chairman 
yesterday.  “We  have  been 
going  down  there  a  long  lime, 
and  have  been  giving  small 
amounts  of  money  for  a  long 
time.” 

Of  the  current  project  — 
understood  to  entail  the 
establishment  of  a  centre  for 
Victorian  art  studies  —  he 
said:  “It  would  give  them 


something  which  is  unique  in 
England.” 

Anticipating  cynicism 
about  Christie's  motives 
(Professor  Dorothy 
Wedderburn,  the  college  prin¬ 
cipal,  admits  to  overtures 
from  Sotheby’s,  Christie’s  and 
Phillips,  all  offering  their  ser¬ 
vices  as  auctioneers,  and  the 
concept  of  an  auction  boose 
financing  a  college  is  a  new 
one),  Mr  Allsopp  said:  “Chris¬ 
tie’s  gives  sway  a  lot  of  money. 
Much  more  than  people  re¬ 
alise.  And  it  did  seem  like  a 
good  cause.” 

Sir  Hugh  Leggatt,  Secretary 
of  Heritage  in  Danger  said: 
“How  splendid.  This  ought  to 
he  an  inspiration  to  foe 
authorities  at  foe  University 
of  London  not  to  dispose  of 
any  paintings  at  alL” 

Recently  he  expressed  hor¬ 
ror  when  the  college  appealed 
to  foe  Charities  Commission 
for  permission  to  sdL 

Although  Mr  Allsopp  imag¬ 
ined  foe  gift  would  obviate  the 


need  to  sell  the  bulk  of  the 
collection,  he  said:  “In  the 
fullness  of  time  they  might 
have  to  look  for  an  alternative 
solution  —  at  most  one 
picture.” 

Having  made  his  fortune 
out  of  selling  pills,  Thomas 
Holloway  tinned  to  philan¬ 
thropy  in  the  1880s,  establish¬ 
ing  his  eponymous  college  for 
ladies,  furnishing  it  lavishly 
.with  expensive  contemporary 
paintings. 

The  collection  includes 
works  by  Constable.  Turner, 
Millais,  and  one  of  the  most 
famous  Victorian  images  of 
all,  william  Powell  Frith's 
“The  Railway  Station.”  It  is 
considered  important  both  in 
respect  of  foe  high  quality  of 
its  parts,  and,  in  its  entirety  as 
a  unique  demonstration  of 
late  19th  century  taste 

•  Bonhams’s  total  turnover 
from  September  to  December 
was  £6.1  million,  not  £15 
million  as  stated  on  Tuesday. 


Latest  estates 


Mr  Francis  Leslie  Watsoa,  OBE, 
ofSoufo  Grove,  London  N6,  foe 
author  who  caused,  a  sensation 


£297,438  net  j 

Mrs  Stephanie  Ddbwco,  of  , 
Lyndhurst  Road,  London  NW3,  1 
left  estate  valued  at  £1.249,700  . 
net  She  left  the  sale  proceeds  of  £ 
her  painting  “The  Death  of  j 
Phaeton”  to:  10  per  cent  to  1 
Hampstead  Old  People’s  Hous-  < 
ing  Trust,  the  Assodanon  of  1 
Jewish  Refugees,  CtalfoOT  *  1 
youth  Aliyah,  London  NW3,  J 
and  Shelter,  5  per  cent  to  St  c 
Christopher’s  Hospice,  London  1 
SE26,  and  2.5  per  cent  each  to  I 
the  Jewish  Home  and  Hospital,  « 
London  N15,  and  Amnesty  j 
International,  British  Section.  ( 
Mrs  Maiy  Mahalah  Daniels,  erf  c 

Surfleet,  Lines,  left  estate  valued  j 
at  £1,059,507  net.  ( 

Adelaide  Gladys  Hoye,  of  j 
Oueens  Gate  Gardens,  London  > 
SW7,  left  estate  valued  at  t 
£284,212  net.  She  left  pejswttl  j 
legacies  totalling  £5.000.  £1,000  j 
to  RSC  Animal*  and  the  rqadue  j 
eoually  between  the  Blind  , 
School,  Wimbledon,  RNIB,  ■ 

Westminster  Hospital  Research  > 
Fund,  and  “such  Chanty  as  my 
executors  at  their  sole  discretion  * 
decide.”  „  , 

Other  Estates,  net  before  tax  ] 

Major  George  Richard  Siairt  j 
Bolster,  retd,  ofPwwortJOVeM  ] 
Sussex- . — — ■ 

ON  THE  RECORD 
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Mr  Dennis  Raymond  Boattaa, 
ofLongDitton,  Surrey£55A9S8. 
Miss  Florence  Brinehn,  of 
Adel,  West  Yorks — £845,433. 
Mr  Thomas  Geoffrey  Cam¬ 
bridge,  of  Blymill,  Stafford¬ 
shire - £333,541. 

Mr  George  Madrie  Cozens,  of 
Maids  Moreton,  Bucking- 

ham<hire _ _  £790,391- 

Mrs  Jilli&n  Ellunn,  ofHotyport, 
Berkshire.... — - £304378- 

Mrs  Jennie  Leech,  of  Kenton, 

Tyne  and  Wear _ £556,133. 

Mr  James  Ewan  MacPherson, 
of  Well  Walk,  London 

NW3 _ £494,905. 

Mr  Cedi  James  Newman,  of 
Stoke  Bishop,  Avon  —  £359342. 
Mrs  Clara  Rtamer,  of  Kitt 
Green,  Wigan,  Greatts-  Man¬ 
chester- _ - — .....  —  £416393. 

Mr  John  Dennis  SpiBer,  of 

Chard,  Somerset - -  £898,652. 

Mr  Philip  Lees  Whitehead,  of 
Worsley.  Greater  Mancfacfr- 

ter . . £395,906. 

Mrs  Dorothy  Floia  Wind**,  of 

Barton  Stacey,  Winchester, 

Hampshire _ _ _ £410,498. 

Mis  Joan  Gertrude  Lambat- 
Beflamy,  of  Ingoldisdiogpfi 
Norfolk - - £285,640. 

Mrs  Hdec  Mildred  CmwfMd,  of 

Cerne  Abbas,  Dorset.  £336,732. 

Mr  Alfred  James  Demis,  of 
Southsea,  Hampshire  £642,717. 
Mrs  Mariorie  Geraldme  Haw- 
«M.  of  Salisbury,  Wilt¬ 
shire.  .  . £310,779. 
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WAY  .  On  December  19m  1968  at 
Heronswood.  Heme  Bay.  Kent.  Jean 
(life  Campbett)  aged  77  yeas,  for¬ 
merly  or  AtoetL  Princes  RtsborongA. 
Bocks.  Mueft  loved  mother  of  JIO  and 
grandmother  or  James  and  AlWttr. 
Funeral  service  and  cremattan  takes 
place  al  Barium  Oeroatornnn  near 
Canterbury  00  Friday  December 
23rd  at  3-OOpm.  EkMtdrles  to  A 
Wrtrt.  A  Snne  OUt  m*m  374996. 

WEU7EAD  -  On  December  17Th. 
1988.  at  Broadgreen  Horottal. 
Liverpool  Rosemary.  Marrion. 
Clare,  only  of 

George  Reginald  Webtead  and  Mrs 
Alice  Lee  Webtead.  Requcm  Mas  at 
Christ  The  King.  Queen's  Drive. 
Liverpool  on  Wednesday  December 
28th  at  1200  noon  foflowad  by 
cremation  at  Bprtogwood 
Qematortum  at  l.OOpm. 

WHITAKER  -  On  December  16m 1988. 
peacefully  al  Charlon  Manor. 
Farntogbam.  Kent  Gwendotine 
CBadys  of  Chlswfcfc  W4,  aged  75 
years.  Dearly  loved  mother  of  Rick 
and  Bob.  sadly  mimed  by  the  faznfly. 
The  Funeral  Service  wai  take  ptoce 
at  Mortlake  Cremdortnm.  Sana 
Thursday  29th  December  at  2JK) 
Pm.  All  enquiries  to  Doves  Funeral 
Directors.  Phone  (0322)  69000. 


WHITE  -  On  December  17m.  Kathleen 
Mabel  PhD.  suddenly  at  horn. 
Private  cremaUon.  Memorial  service 
at  Stubbtoss  Church.  Maidenhead. 
Saturday  January  14th  at  liam. 

WUUKSON  -  On  December  1 7th 
1988.  Hilda  Mary,  aged  9a  widow 
or  Canon  Donald  Frederick 
Wilkinson  and  beloved  mother  of 
John  and  Maty.  Funeral  at  SL  Peter 
and  SL  Paul  Church.  West  Wittering 
on  Friday  December  30lta  at  2.15  pm 
followed  by  cremation  In 
Crematorium.  Westtengmett  Road. 
Chichester  at  3pm. _ 

WYATT  -  On  December  171h  1988. 
■ndrtuty  while  an  the  bk  of  Thee 
which  he  kived.  Jeremy  James  Nor- 
rts  Wyatt  CremaUon  tor  temlly  only 
on  Friday  23rd  December,  immortal 
sendee  to  be  announced. 


I  MEMORIAL  SEUVIGeS  | 

STMCXUIND  *  A  Rmdetn  mass  will 
1  beheld  far  the  Hfe  of  the  Honourable 
Mabel  Shricklam]  on  Friday.  Januvy 
20th  1989  at  llaraalttM  toomptan 
Oratory.  London  8W3. 


I  IN  MEMORIAM  -  PRIYAIT  \ 

DARWIN  Yvonne.  Always 

remembered. 

HUNT  -  Dr.  Thomas  DM.  FRCP.  Died 
December  22nd  198a  Dearest  low 
always.  B _ 

POOLEY  -  Dr.  Joan  Margaret  dedicat¬ 
ed  physSdan.  derated  mother,  and 
darttnu  wife,  to  constant  loving  nan- 
ory  of  dear  Ja  Decentoa'  18th  1983. 

WREN  -  Wfifrtd  John.  Ever  lovingly 
remembered,  especially  today,  bis 
birthday.  Dad. 


i  j  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  | 

7HANKYOU  -  SLFaUh  and  IJ&.far 
,  AJXL  Waiagrave  22/12/67. 

!  R&QN.  at  G.O& 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


DYER.  GLADYS  ASOXIAJ DYER.  SP*4- 
STEH.  late  or  131  Msnh  Cbounsn  Road. 
PHMna.  Brito*,  toad  town  on  14»  De¬ 
cember  1907. 

(Eatsto  about  fifiOuOOO) 
HAAS.  PHYUS  HAAS.  SPffCTER.  lale 
of  4«  WMOtoombe  way.  Busman,  wen 
suasax.  died  Brighloa.  .on  iom  April 


MORRELL.  ALFRED  WILLIAM 
MORRELL  tete  Of  Gaia  Cnacaot  cwn 


A  GREAT 
CHALLENGE 
PROFIT 
FROM 
HUMAN 
VALUES 


Did  you  read  about  this  great 
challenge  In  The  Times  last 
week?  Now  that  the  challenge 
a  out  In  the  open.  1  hope  that 
you  are  Interested  In 
participating  to  tte 
development  of  this 
tremendously  exciting  new 
Industry  as  1  am.  You  can 
con  tribute  to  the  industry  by 
joining  in  with  your  own 
ideas  and  protects  or  by  Just 
being  a  loyal  consumer  of  Its 
products.  The  first  product  is 
already  available  to  you.  The 
book  “WHAT  IS  IT?"  Is  now 
on  sale  at  FOYLES.  Pick  tt  up. 
read  it  keep  It  and  cherish 
It — and  wtiat  belter  present 
for  your  loved  ones,  than  the 
fulfilling  experience  of  going 
through  “WHAT  IS  IT?"  Give 
it  away  with  tove._and  spread 
the  message  of  human  values. 
A  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
very  happy  New  Year. 

FARHAD 

HORMOZ3 


REFURBISHMENT  SALE  AT 
LONDON  PIANO  CENTRE 
OVER  70  UPMARKET 
PIANOS 

At  downmarket  PRICES 


Mug  Be  dearvd  w  ewnam 
OoWttyvPrigM*  from  C1JS0  + VAT 
Nrwaml  toed  toxnaacnb  amtoMe. 


Cram  carat  kccoIml 
BWW  (rw  n—Mtog  wimw 
onKcnc  mooriv 

Cali  now  at  38  Wsmote  Street 
(adj  WigmoreHalD 
or  friepbopeOl  4867  3111 
or  019352265 
for  an  appointment 


FLATSHAHE 


FLATMATES  QchcfrT  Ntottog.  Writ  tt- 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


•ITS  ALL  AT* 
TRAILHNDERS 

Worldwide  low-cost  fitgbts 
The  bfet  -  and  we  can  prow  tt 
aoODOOciMeterinca  1970 
CCRREKT  BEST  BUYS 
Around  the  worm  from  £672 


Sydney 

Metbourne 

Perth 

Auckland 

Bangkok 

Hong  Kong 

Singapore 

Ban 

Tokyo 


BrtttDS 
Cairo 
Nairobi 
Jo 'burg 

Una 
8nFhndn» 
Leo  Angelo 
New  York 
Boston 


SNOW  SNOW  SNOWH 
EXCITING 
CHRISTMAS  SKIING! 

a*  &*  from  cm 
31  Dac  train  £239 
S/C  from  CSO 


SenmnouaFood 

SKI  WHIZZ  0284  750505 


Ddhl/Bombay  Chicago 

Kathmandu  Taranto 

TRAILFINDERS 

42-48 Carte  Osurt  Road 
LoMob  W8SEJ 
OPE3V  90  MONBAT 
ItXtSUN 

Leoahani  FHflhte  01-9383388 

tSA/EunMFMM  01-M7fiaOO 

UtandtowneteOam  01-9383444 

Op'  FTriiWMM  ucawan/Bandad 
ATOL 1488  LATA  ABTA  69701 


W»*  npart.  ootri  heateL  ahto  /  Unto 
rooms.  £16  /so  war  mahL  £70/90  pw. 
Near  ndUL  Tel.  01-880  9407 


AFRO  ASIAN  TRAVEL  LTD 
SUIT 233. 162/168.  Rcgcrt  81.  Wt 

TEL:  01-437  8255/6/7/8 

IWAfMptetowMkone 


wnmum  The  m  Ctia«»i>.  hotel * 
and  apa  m  Franca.  Swtooriand  and 
Autote.  H>Bb  Maocte.  onto  atosao. 
amazing  Kmaa  twraatea  ■  chalai  only.  7 
4  to ntt  tr  £159  a/c 22  Dec.  IT  £99. 29 
Dec  ctiaMa  £309  01  68*  8000 
ABTA/ATDL 

VX.  HOLIDAYS  I 


THE  PENNY  HILL 
PARK  HOTEL  AND 
COUNTRY  CLUB  IN 
SURREY 


INSTANT  lenicea  IteL  London.  Kbto 
IOb  frank  oaty  C3BO  P-— .  V  A  T.  MnQ 
TSiSHmS;  APte  ion  STS  54S5. 


',a>:  >  V',  fjl 


THE  BRITISH  RAILWAYS  BOARD 
ttrrrtoy  Bhr  atoanee  nonce,  m  acconunc* 
won  Section  R  d  dm  Tranmari  Act. 
1902.  max  they  Man.  mdhi  to  uie  prori- 
una  of  Section  86  of  am  Ad.  to  withdraw 
me  naan  npn  service  tub  re  an  Narai  Pole 
Junction.  I  S/B  rate*  north  of  Kandngton 
OtymMB  Station,  and  OM  Oak  Oanvaon 
East  Junction  (also  known  os  West  Lon¬ 
don  Junction}.  1  1/2  rants  wm  of 
weaMume  Park  Station. 

Bntlah  Rauwaya  Boanl 
Euston  Houac 
24  Eversnotl  Stmt 
London  NWI  1DZ 


Mr  Stepbco  Kraragh,  of 
Waroham,  Horsham,  west 

Sussex - £308,193. 

Putrid*  MscGiQfcuddy,  of 
Newmarket,  Suffolk..  £448,550. 
Mis  Murid  Jeanette  Gddsmid 
Mrartefiore,  of  Park  Road, 

London  NW8 _ £634363. 

Mrs  Radiel  Paqnes  Parry,  of 
PwDheE,  Gwynedd-..  £430.877. 
Mr  Thomas  James  Ernest  Ph3- 
Ejkl  of  Copsale,  West  Sus¬ 
sex - £352,349. 

Mr  Bertram  Chfiford  Roberts,  of 

Boxted,  Suffolk - £863,043. 

Mr  Clarence  Edward  Sbhu%  of 
Canford  Magna,  Dor¬ 
set - £452,796. 

Mrs  Gertrude  Lynette  Usher,  of 
Upper  Woodford,  Salisbury, 

WUlshire  - - £394,895. 

Florence  Ethel  Whymtt,  of 
Hucknall,  Notting- 

hamshire  . £375.58 1 . 

Maijorie  Black  Young,  of 
Crkdeth,  Gwynedd  -  £895,057. 
Mrs  Margaret  Mary  Barrw- 
Barany,  of  Putney  Heath, 
London  SW15 _ £300,367; 

Mr  Sidney  Frederick  Brown,  of 

Tonbridge,  Kent _ £313.200 

Mrs  Lettice  Rosemary  Vivian 
Domett,  of  Canford  Cliffs. 
Dorset _ £582,596 

Mrs  Marie  HoweO,  of  Hansen, 

South  Glamorgan - £340,985 

Mr  Samuel  John  James  Kirby, 
of  Great  Barton.  Suf¬ 
folk _ £305,819 

Mr  Frederick  Jade  Martin,  of 
Chetton.  Bridgnorth,  Shrop¬ 
shire _ £364,861 


SINATRA 
PHANTOM 
LES  MIS 
ERIC  CLAPTON 

And  all  Pop  Shows  booked 
Visa  &  Mastercard  Accepted. 

Ring  01-439  0300 


WORLDWIDE 

TICKETS 

Any  hh  out  events.  Bought  and  nM 
Phantom.  Lra  MU.  awton-Stoolra. 
Ferry.  Rt*M> 

All  Sport.  Theatre,  ond  Pop  tootra 


TEL:  01-262  2985 
or  01-706  1444 
or  01-778  9373  anytime 


’01-4383712. 


WATER,  nt  a  flher  and  : 


t  of  Mr  raw  ’  etrowo***  Old  *  new  Yortt 


OOi  to>  the  RL  Rrv.  Bio  Abbot  of  Wo 


serw 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


We  nggd  your  help  to  continue 
vital  work  —  for  cure,  care, 
preventrondnd  rehabilitation. 

Our  reports  on  'Smoking' 
and  'Alcohol  Abuse'  helped 
millions.  Please  support  us  with 
a  donation  or  legacy:  We 
depend  entirely  on  dutrity. 


TieipMedicre-  VkJ V|hf 
Appeal  Fund  w  m  W  w 
SOTAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHV9QANS 
1l  Sr  AratewsPte  London  PMrt  «£ 


BOUtn  nr  PhraUBL  La  inirnlw 
Thcabea  and  oD  sporttog  eyato*.  CM 

cam.  Tot  OS-22S  1558/9.  <T>. 


■troSIUH  PoudDUk  grand,  i  or  wood. 


British  Heart  Foundation 

Tbe  heart  research  charity. 


HI  102  Gloucester  Places  londonWMflDH. 


FESTIVE  SEASON  DEADLINES 

CHRISTMAS 

y  Tunes  -  25th  December  -  NO  PUBLICATION 


The  Sunday  Tunes 
The  Times 
Copy  Deadlines 


Cancenatios/Aheretion  - 

The  Sunday  Times 
Copy  Deadlines 

Cancellation/ Alteration  - 

The  Times 
Copy  Deadlines 


23rd  December  )  Wed  21st  5J 
Sat  24th  December  )  Thurs  22nd 
Mon  26th  December  ) 

Tue  27 ih  December  )  Thins  22nd 
Wed  28th  December  ) 

Wednesday  21st  December  12  noon. 

NEW  YEAR 

January  1st  -  We  will  be  publishing 
Thurs  29th  December  5.30  pm 
TRAVEL  12  noon 
Weds  28th  December  12  noon 


)  Wed  21st  530  pm 
)  Thurs  22nd  December  12  noon 


Thuis  22nd  December  530  pm 


Cancellation/Altcration  - 


Sat  31st  Dec  )  Tbur 

Mon  2  Jan  )  Thor 

Tue  3  Jan  3  530 

Wed,  4  Jan  )  Eti  3 

Thurs  29  December  12  noon 


)  Thurs  29th  Dec.  Noon 
)  Thursday  29th  December 
3  530  pm 

)  Fri  30th  December  530  pm 


To  Place  Your 
Classified  Advertisement 


Phase  telephone  foe  appropriate  number  listed  below  between  9am  and  6pm.  Monday  to 
Friday,  or  between  9.30am  and  l.OOpm  on  Saturdays. 

Birth,  Marriage  and  Death  Notices  01-481  4000 

Birth  and  Death  notices  may  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

For  publication  foe  following  day  please  telephone  by  530pm. 

Marriage  notices  not  appearing  on  the  Court  &  Social  Page 
may  also  be  accepted  by  telephone. 

Trade  Advertisers: 


Appointments 
Public  Appointments 
Property 
Travel 

UJC.  Holidays 

Motors 

Personal 

Business  to  Business 

Education 

Private 


01-481  4481 
01-481  1066 
01-481  1986 
01-481  1989 
01-488  3698 
01-481  4422 
01-481  1920 
01-481  1982 
01-481  1066 
01-481  4000 


Forthcoming  Marriages,  Weddings,  etc.  for  tire  Court  and  Social  Page  Cannot  be  accepted  by 
telephone.  Must  be  in  writing  and  sent  to: 

Court  &  Social  Advertising, 

Times  Newspapers  LaL, 

1,  Pennington  Street,  London  HI  9DD 

Please  allow  at  least  48  htnngbrfOTepi^catio^Any  enquirresforthe  Court  &  Soda!  page  may 
You  may  nse  your  Access,  Amex,  Diners  or  Visa  card. 


Miswra-ys 


IS  0.Q  V  K.O  4  Q  OTtTin  rr 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1938 

THE  ARTS 


/ 
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David  Robinson  is  charmed  by  rock  star  Michael  Jackson’s  celebration  of  his  own  mythgjgjy 

Sweet  smile  of  success 

Even  if  the  MichaW  Jackson  [ "Tf7  I 

1  CWtMA - 1  MS«^JSaX.  'TffS*-*  Comencini  mn«i 

sMi.'SSLs;  ihMribrnva  ss3SSS!i?a»<ffSii 


Pah  or  peers?  Michael  Jackson  talks  to  Brandon  Adams  (left)  and  Sean  T/ennon 


Even  if  the  Michael  Jackson 
phenomenon  is  in  large  part  a 
synthetic  product,  manufac¬ 
tured  out  of  publicity  and 
promotion,  hype  and  voluntary 
hysteria,  there  is  at  the  centre  of  it  an 
entertainer  of  exceptional  gifts.  He  is  an 
eccentric  dancer  without  equal;  and  in 
Moonwalker  shows  that  his  vocal  skills 
can  extend  to  interpreting  a  Beatles 
number,  “Come  Together”,  with  credit¬ 
able  originality. 

The  most  interesting  part  of  the  film  is 
a  film  montage  of  youthful  appearances 
that  show  these  already  in  the 
making.  They  also  demonstrate  the 
evolution  from  ebullient  black  song-and- 
dance  kid  to  the  current  androgyne, 
transradal  icon. 

Years  of  remaking  (some  of  it  the 
plastic  surgery  required  after  his  face  was 
severely  tamed)  have  given  Jackson 
features  that  are  neither  black  nor  white 
in  ethnic  character,  and  certainly  more 
femmtne  than  male:  elderly  British  ft"* 
might  enjoy  his  resemblance  to  the 
young  Margaret  Lockwood. 

The  otitic  gestures  which  generate 
climactic  excitement  in  his  massed  fans, 
repealed  with  such  unvarying  regularity 
that  they  have  a  robotic,  mechanical 
character,  are  also  sexually  equivocal 
He  gives  quick  narcissistic  caresses  to 
his  crotch,  and  shoots  out  his  pelvis  in 
violent  convulsions  that  threaten  to 
knock  out  his  teeth.  At  other  moments 
he  prances  across  the  stay  in  his  high- 
heeled  boots  like  a  Bluebell  girl,  and 
coquettishly,  provocatively  slips  his  shirt 
off  the  right  shoulder. 


I  CINEMA  1 

Moonwalker  (PG) 

Warner  Leicester  Square, 
Cannons  Haymarket, 
Shaftesbury  Avenue, 

Oxford  Street _ 

La  Bohgme  (U) 

Barbican,  Chelsea  Cinema 

He  is  from  all  accounts  an  eccentric 
and  mtenigent  man,  and  apparently 
played  as  big  a  part  in  formulating 
Moonwalker  as  he  has  in  creating  the 
persona.  Colin  Chilvers,  the  special 
effects  wizard  who  directed  an  episode  of 
the  El™,  is  quoted  as  saying,  “He’s  dose 
to  a  genius  in  knowing  what  his  public 
wants  to  see”. 

Moonwalker  is  constructed  on  the  pop 
video  principle,  in  short  segments,  with 
non-stop  visual  stimuli  and  only  the 
most  basic  narrative  thread,  calculated 
to  the  shortest  attention  span. 

There  are  opening  and  dosing  se¬ 
quences  of  Jackson  performing  at  a 
packed  Madison  Square  Garden;  a  hi- 
tech,  multi-image  montage  of  retrospec¬ 
tive  performances;  a  Bugsy  Maionestyte 
parody  of  the  star’s  video  Bad  played  by 
under- 10s;  a  chase  through  a  studio  lot  in 
-  which  Jackson  variously  metamor¬ 


phoses  into  a  racing  car  and  an  animated 
clay  rabbit;  a  space  ware  sequence  in 
which  he  becomes  an  armoured  robot  to 
save  three  little  kids  from  the  villain,  an 
extra-terrestrial  drug  pusher  (the  film  is 
nothing  if  not  moral). 

The  more  mature  sort  of  viewer  who 
hopes  for  narrative  or  thematic  continu¬ 
ity  could  find  Moonwalker  baffling.  By 
any  standards  it  is  confused  and  kitschy 
(writing about  the  film,  the  director  Jerry 
Kramer  revealingly  explains  how  part¬ 
icular  Jackson  performances  “strongly 
impacted  me”  or  “blew  me  away”). 

It  b  curious  all  the  same  as  an  exercise 
in  myth  making*  The  early  concert 
sequences  are  startlingly  intercut  with 
documentary  fragments  of  personalities 
evidently  offered  as  Michael  Jackson’s 
peers;  Mahatma  Gandhi,  Martin  Luther 
King,  John  F.  Kennedy,  Lech  Walesa 
among  them. 

In  the  space  wars  sequence,  Michael, 
as  defender  of  little  children,  becomes  a 
fairy  figure,  somewhere  between  Peter 
Pan  and  Mary  Poppins  —  or  perhaps 
Jesus:  in  a  remarkable  scene  the  children 
yearn  for  his  Second  Coming,  which 
happens  (like  a  lot  of  his  screen 
manifestations)  in  a  burst  of  white 
celestial  light.  He  gets  away  with  these 
outrages  of  self-promotion  —  as  well  as 
his  narrow  limits  as  dialogue  actor  — 
with  the  sweetest,  most  open  and 
disarming  smile  in  show  business. 

The  French  producer  of  La  Bohfeme, 
Daniel  Toscane  du  Planner,  apparently 
tried  to  persuade  Woody  Allen  to  direct 
the  filmed  opera.  When  this  interesting 


tafoXytarotf  Comcncini  fltnrt 

with  neo-realism,  hit?  like 

tween  calculated  commera^ jus  Wre 
Bread  and  Low  and  Dream  ana 
sentimental  juvenile  mdodramgagi 
as  Misunderstood  and  A  Boy  ofCalabna. 

None  of  this  would  seem  likely 
preparation  for  La  Bohcmiyana  in  tact 
Comencioi  has  come  up  with  a  remark¬ 
ably  pedestrian  production.  both  m 
staging  and  performance.  The  Produc¬ 
tion  is  moreover  full  ot  perverse 
miscalculations. 

Comencini  up-dates  the  story  to 
1910,  making  the  painter 
Marcello  a  proto-Vorticist  and 
laboriously  introducing  a  vet¬ 
eran  car  into  the  studio  set 
The  dramatic  balance  is  bizarrely  altered 
by  making  Mimi  the  seducer. 

The  film  introduces  an  unnecessary 
and  mute  new  suitor  For  Musetta.  Oddest 
of  aD,  when  Jose  Cameras  fell  ill  alter 
recording  the  sound  track,  Comencini 
forfeited  the  chance  to  use  an  actor  of 
suitable  looks,  and  employed  another 
star  singer,  Luca  Canonici,  to  mime  the 
part. 

On  the  credit  side  in  this  peculiar 
exercise  is  the  performance  of  the  black 
American  singer  Barbara  Hendricks, 
whose  responsive  performance  onsets 
the  disadvantage  of  looking  for  too 
blooming  and  beautiful  to  be  dying  of 
consumption. 


Self-assured  and 
stultifyingly  dull 


TELEVISION 


Some  boast  of  never  having  read  a 
chapter  ot  A  Dance  To  The  Music 
Of  Time,  some  of  never  having 
iwitwi  America.  UntO  last  night  it 
mu  my  proud  daim  that  I  had 
never  seen  a  single  episode  iff 
RmmpoleofThe  Bailey  (Thames). 

Perhaps  it  was  foe  wrong  epi¬ 
sode  to  pick  as  an  introdnetion,  tat 
its  resemblance  to  a  stately  steam 
engine  pulling  trucks  plump  with 
plum  paddings  seemed  too  self- 
assured  to  be  a  freak. 

An  add-test  of  television  drama 
of  any  description  is  what  results 
when  foe  viewer  glances  out  of  foe 
window,  puts  up  a  newspaper  or 
becomes  absorbed  in  a  bothersome 
hang-nail.  In  foe  case  of  Rampole, 
foe  answer  b  “not  a  great  deal”. 

John  Mortimer’s  telpMly  ex¬ 
planatory  script  fins  foe  sound¬ 
track  as  squarely  as  any  radio 
play,  and  the  utter  styldessoess  of 
foe  direction  and  camera-work 
conspires  to  make  the  screen  a  sort 
of  ornamental  frieze. 

It  may  have  been  nsefid  to  see 
foe  suspicions  pallor  iff  Leslie 
Phillips  as  foe  alleged  old  Africa 
hand  (Hilda's  unambimit  old 
flame),  tat  since  be  gave  himself 
away  with  his  brags  of  hunting 
tigers  in  Kenya,  the  eye  did  not 
come  into  foe  reckoning.  Bnt  it  was 
chiefly  in  foe  character  of  foe 
protagonist  —  his  unconvincing 
good-heartedness,  his  spray-on 


acerbity  —  that  the  thing  fell 
apart. 

Leo  McKern  is  a  superb  actor 
who  has  tumbled  on  what  by  his 
standards  must  be  seen  as  a 
sinecure.  IDs  character’s  love  of 
poetry  b  a  Rotarian’s  reflex  that 
goes  well  with  the  sub-Dickensian 
names  of  foe  minor  characters. 

Dispatches  (Channel  4)  provided . 
a  hard-nosed  eye-opener  on  Chi¬ 
na’s  treatment  of  Tibet  —  the  word 
“treatment”  to  be  read  in  foe  sense 
that  a  psychopath  skinhead  might 
use  it  Genocide,  teonodasm, 
apartheid,  compulsory  abortions 
and  sterilization:  all  this  has  been 
going  on  for  around  30  years,  with 
little  hard  evidence  leaking  to  the 
outside  world. 

Resourcefully  and,  (me  must 
say,  courageously,  foe  reporter 
Vanya  Keiriey  roamed  the  coun¬ 
tryside,  Interviewing  some  of  foe 
victims  of  “Sfarification”.  Cat¬ 
alogues  of  misery  are  a  common 
diet  of  television  documentaries, 
tat  few  carry  such  a  freight  of 
sinister  gloom,  let  alone  coupled 
with  the  excitement  of  clandestine 

turning. 

Natural  resources  aside,  why  do 
the  Chinese  want  Tibet?  Its  loca¬ 
tion  in  the  heart  of  Asia  and  its 
height  above  sea  level  make  h  a 
natural  site  for  nuclear  missile 
bases.  Brave  talk  from  exiles 
promising  guerrilla  action  seems 
decidedly  quixotic. 

Martin  Cropper 
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She  needs 
help 

desperately. 
So  do  we. 

She's  counting  on  us,  we’re  counting  on  you.  Almost 
all  the  money  we  needed  to  help  50,000  children  last 
year  came  from  the  general  public.  £20.66  b  what  it 
costs  to  get  a  NSPCC  Child  Protection  Officer  to  a 
child  at  risk.  Please  send  us  that  amount  —  more  if 
you  can  -  today. 

I  WANT  TO  HELP  A  CHILD  RIGHT  NOW.  ( 

1  enclose  my  Cheque/Postal  Order  for: 

□  £20.66  □  £41.32  □£61.98  Q£ _ 

1  would  like  to  donate  by  Access/Visa,  expity  dace _ 


account f 
NUMBER  L 


Send  your  donation  to:  Dr.  A.  Gilmour  Ref  891583  .NSPCC 
FREEPOST,  London,  EC1B  1QQ.  Or  ring  01-242  1G26. 

NAME;  - 


POSTCODE- 
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Hilary  Finch  meets  soprano  Barbara 
Hendricks,  who  sings  the  role  of  Mimi  in 
the  new  film  of  La  Boheme,  reviewed  above 

A  need  to  serve 


When  Barbara  Hendricks  was 
asked  to  play  the  Diva  in  the 
Beneix  film  of  that  name,  seven 
years  ago,  she  turned  it  down  flat 
She  felt  that  her  own  identity  as  an 
operatic  soprano  was  not  yet  well 
enough  established  to  prevent  her 
having  to  spend  the  rest  of  her  life 
fighting  off  the  image.  When,  six 
years  later,  she  was  offered  Mimi 
in  a  new  film  of  La  Boh&me,  she 
leapt  at  the  idea. 

Daniel  Toscane  du  Flantier, 
head  of  Erato  Records,  had  posed 
the  question:  “And  I  was  very 
impressed  by  a/Ayhe  wanted  me  to 
do  it.  He  said  I  had  the  ability  to 
convey  a  certain  sincerity  of 
character.  I  was  very  touched, 
because  usually  people  in  his  sort 
of  position  know  absolutely  noth¬ 
ing  of  those  things .. 

She  approached  the  project 
simply  as  an  adventure;  but  soon 
found  herself  tangled  in  the  web  of 
compromises  inevitable  in  serving 
two  masters:  in  merging  the  pre¬ 
recorded  soundtrack  conducted  by 
James  Conlon  with  the  cinematic 
image  requirements  of  director 
Luigi  ComendnL  Comencini, 
who  had  himself  been  studying 
conscientiously  with  the  ear¬ 
phones  on  for  three  months,  in¬ 
sisted  for  instance  that  tire  int¬ 
imate  conversations  should  not  be 
yelled  out  fortissimo.  No  problem. 
Puccini's  own  musical  stage- 
management  looked  after  that. 

But,  for  the  Act  One  duet, 
Comencini  wanted  to  look  inside 
the  mind  of  Rodolfo  and  project 
Mimi  as  a  madonna-figure  in  a 
halo  of  fairy  lights.  Fair  enough  as 
a  comment  on  Rodolfo's  own 
view  of  life  and  love,  and  tar 
enough  too,  Hendricks  thought,  as 
the  view  of  an  Italian  and  a 
Catholic.  “But  /  didn't  have  a 
point  of  reference  for  that!”  The 
fairy  lights  stayed:  Hendricks  had 
lost  the  first  round. 

Act  Three,  though,  was  her 
victory.  In  the  lovers’  encounter  in 
the  odd  light  of  a  February 
morning,  Comencini  wanted  a 
series  of  flashbacks  to  Mimi’s 
earlier  life.  “I  told  him,  ‘Just  do 
me  a  favour:  just  put  the  camera 
on  and  let  me  sing  the  aria.’  ” 
Match  point  to  Hendricks. 

Both  Comencini  and  Hen¬ 
dricks,  though,  agreed  throughout 
on  what  made  Mimi  the  woman 
she  was.  They  both  saw  her  as  the 
wooer,  not  the  wooed,  the 
protagonist  supreme. 

Comencmi’s  camera  watches 
her  embroidering  in  her  apart¬ 
ment,  listening  to  the  frolics  of 
Rodolfo  and  his  companions 
down  below,  even  before  she 
appears  at  his  door.  “She  knows 
who  lives  where  in  that  building: 
she's  not  a  dimwit.  She  didn’t  go 
to  the  old  lady  downstairs  for  a 
candle:  she  knocked  on  Rodolfo’s 
door.  Now  that's  a  woman  who's 
very  positive  about  her  life!” 

Not  unlike  Hendricks  herself 
She  gave  up  years  of  training  in 
science  and  mathematics  to  go  to 
the  Juilliard  and  study  ringing 
with  the  great  Russian  soprano, 
Jennie  ToureL  Someone  had 
heard  Hendricks  singing  at  a 
church  concert  in  Arkansas,  where 
she  was  brought  up  as  the  daughter 
of  a  Methodist  minister;  and  she 
was  invited  to  the  Aspen  Music 
Summer  SchooL  “I’d  planned  to 
go  to  Vermilion,  South  Dakota 
that  summer  to  study  Complex 
Ion  Substitution . .  .** 

The  change  of  direction  came 
from  a  conviction  that  music  was 
to  be  her  calling.  It  was  adedsion 
made  not  without  the  agonizing  of 
one  brought  up  in  the  Deep  South 
Protestant  work  ethic.  Should  she 
be  doing  something  as  frivolous  as 
singing,  when  she  coaid  have  been 
a  doctor? 


Magnificent  Sophocles 


No  dimwit:  Barbara  Hendricks 

Tourel  pointed  her  to  Gorky’s 
book  on  Chaliapin,  in  which  the 
leitmotiv  of  foe  great  singer’s  work 
was  revealed  as  “the  struggle 
against  the  riiam  glitter  that 
eclipses  the  inner  light;  the 
complexity  that  kills  simplicity; 
the  vulgar  externals  *ta»  diminkh 
the  grandeur”.  Hendricks  has  the 
words  by  heart. 

For  her  they  fitted  well  with  the 
.parable  of  the  talents.  Her  voice 
was  “like  being  given  money  to 
invest  If  you  don’t  make  it  grow, 
ifs  somehow  a  crime.  I  began  to 
see  that  art  is  very  necessary  to 
human  life,  and  to  serve  it  is 
something  quite  noble.” 

Her  highly  developed  need  to 
serve  was  rewarded  eventually  by 
an  invitation  from  the  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees  at  the 
United  Nations,  to  be  one  of  their 
Ambassadors  of  Goodwill  Last 
spring,  Hendricks  went  with  a 
video  crew  to  a  refugee  camp  for 
Vietnamese  boat  people,  on  a 
small  island  off  Kuala  Lumpur. 
There  she  interviewed,  gathered 
information,  noted  weak  points  in 
administration. 

The  words  start  to  tumble  over 
each  other  “People  shouldn't 
worry.  They  don't  all  want  to 
come  and  live  next  door.  The 
important  thing  is  not  to  think  of 
ours  as  the  ideal  way  to  live:  it's 
essential  to  help  in  a  way  which 
allows  people  to  retain  then- 
dignity  and  their  culture.  And  we 
mustn’t  fed  guilty  that  we  in  the 
West  are  responsible.  But  we  are 
responsible  if  we  allow  such  a 
situation  to  continue . . .” 

She  has  been  invited  to  Na¬ 
mibia  next  year,  and  in  March  she 
will  give  a  concert  with  Sbtomo 
Mintz  in  Tokyo  for  Unesco's 
campaign  on  illiteracy  in  Asia. 
There  are  the  usual  quota  of 
recitals  to  fit  in  — all  with  solo 
pianists  such  as  Schiff  Lupu, 
Alexeev  (“I  like  confrontation: 
accompanists  tend  to  obey  what 
you  tell  them  to  do”). 

There  is  Susanna  at  the  Met  and 
La  Seals,  Pamina  in  Orange,  and 
Gilda  at  the  Bolshoi.  And  Hen¬ 
dricks  is  eager  for  her  first  bel 
canto  role,  in  Don  Pasquale  during 
the  Venice  CarnivaL' 

She  would  love  to  be  asked  to  do 
some  Rossini,  and  is  unusually 
well  placed  for  advice  cm  rep¬ 
ertoire.  Joan  Sutberiand  just  hap¬ 
pens  to  live  up  the  hill  from  her, 
above  Lausanne.  “We  share  the 
same  dentist,  and  he's  going  to  get 
us  together ..." 

A  La  Boheme,  an  Electric  Pictures 
release,  opens  in  London  on  Boxing 
Day  at  the  Barbican  Cinema  for  a 
four  week  run.  On  December  27  it 
opens  at  both  the  Chdsea  Cinema  in 
Kings  Rood,  afrd  the  Edinburgh  Film 
House,  Lothian  Road. 


\  THEATRE  | 
Electra 

The  Pit _ 

When  John  Barton  directed 
Euripides’s  Electra  in  the  RSCs 
Greeks  cycle,  he  brought  on  the 
heroine  and  her  brother  dressed 
like  members  of  the  Baader- 
Memhof  gang.  This  would  not  do 
for  Sophocles’s  version:  but  even 
in  his  hands  it  remains  a  piercing 
fable  on  the  sources  of  terrorism. 
A  long  history  of  injustice  and 
oppression  gives  birth  to  a  savage 
reprisal  that  wipes  out  the  original 
issues  of  right  and  wrong. 

In  this  magnificent  production, 
Deborah  Warner  indulges  in  no 
topical  underiinings,  but  it  brings 
emotions  and  events  into  an 
appalling  dose-up  that  prompts 
inescapable  analogies  with  Ireland 
and  Israel's  occupied  territories.  It 
makes  yon  feel  the  long  years  of 
warring;  and  it  makes  you  see  the 
hideous  futility  of  the  outcome. 

Like  all  this  directors  work,  it  is 
staged  with  the  utmost  austerity. 
No  music;  and  a  set  (by  Hildegard 
Bechtler)  as  bare  as  a  daughter- 
house  yard,  with  a  sliding  metal 
door  to  the  palace  and  a  central 
trench  to  catch  the  blood. 

Among  other  things,  Electra  is 
an  account  of  a  smoothly  con¬ 
ducted  terrorist  operation;  and 
Warner  sets  that  in  motion  from 
the  opening  sound  of  a  pebble 
tossed  onto  the  flagstones,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  stealthy  arrival  of 
Orestes’s  tutor  to  reconnoitre  the 
ground.  Conversing  in  hushed 
voices,  and  treating  the  explana¬ 
tory  opening  speech  as  a  Wind- 
folded  ceremony,  it  is  dear  that 
the  pair  have  rehearsed  their 
attack  down  to  the  last  detail 
before  they  ever  left  Phods;  and 
when  Electra  and  the  chorus  take 
over  the  stage,  yon  are  always 
aware  of  the  two  conspirators 
working  away  behind  the  scenes. 

With  Electra,  the  rhythm 
switches  from  action  to  suffering 


Fiona  Shaw  is  first  seen  pushing 
open  the  palace  door  with  her 
head:  a  ragged,  half-naked  spectre 
whose  very  gender  is  obliterated 
by  grief  Shaw  lakes  a  big  risk  in 
pushing  the  character's  unrelent¬ 
ing  Hidrftss  into  a  half-crazed 
desperation;  but  she  forestalls  any 
sense  of  monotony  by  wild,  ir¬ 
repressible  body-language,  seem¬ 
ingly  tugged  up  from  the  gut,  in  an 
inexhaustible  flood  of  self-lacerat¬ 
ing,  accusing,  and  murderous 
gesture. 

The  five-strong  chorus,  sepa¬ 
rately  but  not  recognizably  charac¬ 
terized,  are  the  weakest  dement  in 
the  show.  The  surrounding  fig¬ 
ures,  by  contrast,  match  the  force 
of  the  principals.  You  expect  a 
strong  Qytemnestra,  which  Nat¬ 
asha  Parry  supplies  in  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  almost  Japanese 
arrogance.  Less  expected  is  the 
power  of  Susan  Colverd's  Chrys- 
o  the  mis,  no  feeble  little  sister,  but 
an  antagonist  who  puts  the  case 
for  submission  as  passionately  as 
Electra’s  demand  for -vengeance. 


Orestes  (Piers  Ibbotson)  has  an 
even  stronger  companion  in 
Sylvester  Morand's  Tutor,  who 
still  exerts  his  old  authority,  and 
by  far  the  most  expressive  voice  in 
the  company.  There  is  a  marvel¬ 
lous  moment  with  Orestes  and 
Electra  and  half  the  audience  in 
tears  at  their  long-awaited  re¬ 
union;  momentarily  the  plot  is 
forgotten  until  Morand  barks  at 
the  two  “children**  tike  a  drill 
sergeant  and  recalls  them  to  their 
gruesome  task. 

Gyteranestra  dies  with  a  crash 
against  the  metal  doors.  Gordon 
Case's  Aegisthus  then  learns  his 
fete  and  inquires:  “If  it's  right, 
why  not  do  it  outside?"  He  has 
dignity:  the  bloodstained  aveng¬ 
ers,  shouting  him  down  and  sad¬ 
istically  driving  him  into  the. 
slaughterhouse,  have  none.  Soph¬ 
ocles  ends  the  play  by  declaring 
that  justice  has  been  done.  Here,  it 
ends  on  an  ominous  question 
mark. 

Irving  Wardle 


Tearful  reunion:  Fiona  Shaw  (Electra)  and  Piers  Ibbotson  (Orestes) 


Lessons  in  merry-making 


School  for  Clowns 

Lilian  Baylis _ 

The  title  of  this  merry  Christmas 
show  for  children  could  be  off- 
putting  for  those  inclined  to  relate 
it  to  foe  gibbering  zanies  whose 
antics  presumably  make  a  visit  to 
the  areas  such  a  tziaL  The  mere 
notion  of  a  school  tor  them  t*ilh 
foe  blood. 

Nor  does  the  news  that  the  play 
is  by  a  Danzig-born  satfrical 
cartoonist  (F4L  Waechter)  in¬ 
stantly  allay  fears;  it  shifts  them 
into  another  area,  that  of  conti¬ 
nental  earnestness. 

However,  foe  participation  of 
Ken  Campbell  as  translator  and 
Martin  Duncan  as  director  in¬ 
spires  a  certain  confidence,  and  foe 
show  itself  swiftly  reveals  a  bois¬ 
terous  charm,  rather  as  though 
four  of  Lord  Snooty’s  pals  tad 
been  kidnapped  by  foe  mortar- 
boarded  Mr  Qndch  for  an  eccen- 
trfc  end-of-tenn  class. 

Three  of  the  pupils  huny  down 
to  foe  stage  through  foe  audi¬ 
torium:  Wenzel  (Ian  Barth¬ 
olomew)  in  wh  before  and  Eton 
collar;  Puff  in  sailor  boy  sett 
(Stephen  Beagtey)  with  his  fond- 


ISphiF 

-“‘Buy 

Jewellery  &  Silver 

Spink  &  Son  Umo«J 
KinB  Siren.  Si  James ^  s.  London  SWI.  . 
|C.  Telephone 01430 THttCAIwunt  >< 
EsnfalblKdlM6  A 


ness  for  the  naughtier  words  of 
kindergarten;  Pimple  the  lad; 
down  (Linda  Dobell),  "  good 
natered,  rather  flirty  with  the 
audience. 

They  are  joined  cm  stage  by 
Pearce  Quigley  who  plays  Drip- 
pens,  tall,  shock-haired,  prone  to 
profound  hysteria  and  soft-hearted 
almost  to  the  verge  of  soppiness, 
ttaagh  kept  on  the  right  side  of  the 
verge  by  the  angular  crispness  of 
his  movements. 

With  a  dap  of  thunder  and  a 
dose  of  green  tight,  the  certains  on 
aa  inner  stage  drop  away  to  reveal 
the  truly  bizarre  figure  of  Bob 
Goody’s  Professor . 

Grotesquely  myopic,  in  essence 


a  wild  caricature  of  a  schoolboy 
grown  big,  he  barks  out  the 
subjects  of  foe  day’s  downing  and 
the  four  set  to  it,  taking  on  foe 
roles  of  doods,  fish,  walls,  creepy 
bees,  hungry  pianos  and  of  other 
fontestic  fast-changing  objects, 
wuteajso  plotting  mutiny  against 

The  playing  is  inventive,  comic 
Mdawhei^friendly.  When  we 
dm**  into  four  groups  to  rouse 
Su  from  his  sleeping  sickness  by 
laughing,  moaning,  rasping  sJ 
tire  nun  pas  must  have 


hole  In  Sadler’s  Welfo  nendoon 

Jeremy  Kingston. 


BARBARA  HENDRICKS 
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PUCCINI’S 


LUCA  CANONlCf 

j.ose  Carreras 
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Monk  of  gaudy  habits 


Fiona 
MacCarthy  on 
the  devout  and 
the  dissolute 
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CANCEL  ALL  OUR 
VOWS 

By  Brocard  Sewell 

Ayietford  Press,  £9,95 

Brother  Joseph  CfanTtier 
was  the  Founder  and 
Superior  of  the  Servants 
of  Quist  the  King,  a 
religious  fraternity  in 
Surrey.  He  was  also  the  en¬ 
trepreneur  in  Frensham 
winch  was  fairly  famous  in  the 
1930s.  The  performers  in  this 
circus  were  the  mentally  defective 
boys  in  Brother  Joseph's  care. 
Brother  Joseph  was  the  ring 
master.  The  sight  of  Brother 
Joseph  in  his  habit  and  top  hat 
standing  in  the  sawdust  at  the 
centre  of  the  ring  directing  the 
proceedings  with  his  common 
whip  was  one  of  the  minor 
wonders  of  its  period,  and  a  keen 
appreciation  of  monistic  schizo¬ 
phrenia  runs  through  Brocaid 
Sewefl’s  very  interesting  book. 

Joseph  Gardner  was  an  oddity. 
He  stands  high  in  the  long  line  of 
peculiar  ecclesiastics  rescued  from 
obtivion  by  Father  Brocard  Sew¬ 
ell,  himself  a  Carmelite  priest  and 
a  biographer  of  rare  comic  sense 
and  acumen.  Brother  Joseph’s 
story  is  so  strange  it  is  compulsive: 

I  read  the  book  through  twice  (it  is 
a  .  short  book)  without  stopping.  It 
gives  one  the  feeling  that  a  true 
eccentric  has  more  chance  of 
fulfilment  in  a  religious  frame¬ 
work  than  in  the  world  outside. 

Brother  Joseph  started  life  at  the 
low  .end  of  the  C.  of  E:  his  family 
worshipped  at  the  lowest  church 
in  Reading.  He  ended  it  a  Catho¬ 
lic.  Nothing  odd  in  that  Upward 
mobility  of  worship  is  a  common¬ 
place.  What  was  sot  so  usual  was 
the  heightening  of  drama  as  he 
took  the  only  road  he  knew  to 
Stardom,  changing  Ins  nanw 
successively  from  plain  Reg  Gard¬ 
ner  to  Reginald  Gardiner  with  foe 
meaningful  apostrophe  to  Brother 
Joseph  of  tire  Holy  Family.  It 
transpired  that  as  a  boy  he  had 
indeed  once  been  an  actor,  a  kind 
of  strolling  player.  (His  stage  name 
was  Rex  Lynn  Linton  and  his 
mother  chaperoned  him.)  Brother 
Joseph  was  an  actor  manque  all 
his  life. 

In  his  Anglo-Catholic  incarna¬ 
tion  he  produced,  and  of  course 
starred  in,  his  own  Passion  Play  at 
Staithes.  Staithes  was  a  primitive 
fishing  village  in  Yorkshire.  Laura 
Knight,  who  lived  there,  described 
it  as  “A  Wikfified  Place”.  Father 
Joseph’s  Passion  Play,  with 
supporting  cast  of  fisherfoDc,  was 
in  theory  ridiculous,  attempting 
the  impossible.  But  one  of  the 
audience  remembered  it  years 
later  as  the  nearest  to  the  Passion 
he  had  ever  been;  and  this  seems 
quite  convincing,  for  Brother  Jo¬ 


seph  had  that  mesmeric  quality, 
an  indefinable  aura  of  risk  which 
be  shares  with  several  other  Sewell 
subjects.  Perhaps  it  is  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  a  Sewell  subject  Monta¬ 
gue  Summers,  specialist  in 
demonology;  Frederick  Rolfe, 
alias  Baron  Corvo,  author  of 
Chronicles  of the  House  of  Borgia; 
Cason  John  Gray,  once  the  Do¬ 
rian  to  Oscar.  They  are  edgp-of- 
the-seat  characters,  spectator  sport 
extraordinary,  poised  precariously 
between  the  devout  and  dissolute 

The  bate  interior  of  the  Mission 
Room  at  Staithes  had  been  no 
good  at  all  to  Brother  Joseph,  who 
was  by  this  time  well  on  the  way  to 
the  Huysmanesqufe  principle  of  le 
hoe  pour  Dieu.  Brocaid  Sewell 
has  a  feeling  for  taste  and  tastdess- 
ness  and  the  point  at  which  the 
■one  lurches  over  to  the  other,  and 
describes  in  exact  detail  how  die 
chapel  was  decked  out  in  red  and 
gold.  Brother  Joseph’s  favourite 
colours:  “Candles  multiplied  as  if 
by  magic;  soon  there  were  12  on 
the  altar,  six  on  each  side  of  the 
altar  cross,  so  that  there  seemed  to 
be  imminent  danger  of  a 
conflagration.  The  plaster  saints 
filled  every  niche  and  corner  and 
at  service  time  incense  arose  in 
clouds.” 

The  chapel  or  the  brothel?  Not 
since  Peter  Anson  has  anyone 
attempted  a  serious  analysis  of  the 


Anglo-Catholic  decorative  im¬ 
pulses,  or  indeed  got  far  towards 
relating  upstages  of  faith  to  the 
religious  mis-en-s&ne.  Brother  Jo¬ 
seph  had  many  traits  of  the 
fanatic  Some  were  endearing,  like 
the  way  he  knocked  his  jaw  back 
into  place  when  it  got  stuck  in  the 
vehemence  of  preaching.  Some  wat 
fldfdestroctive  and  abmriog. 


o 


nee  in  Staithes  as  he. 
was  preaching  on  the 
quay  some  small  boys 
began  tormenting  him. 
He  turned  round  and 
belaboured  them  with  dre  cross  he 
carried,  his  tall  wooden  preaching 
cross  painted  in  red  and  gold. 
Their  mothers,  the  fishwives, 
came  rushing  out  to  rescue  them. 
Brother  Joseph’s  years  of  glory  in 
Yorkshire  were  now  over,  and  the 
Popish  furnishings  were  carted 
from  the  chapeL  The  Servants  of 
Christ  the  King  then  travelled 
south. 

The  ease  with  which  the  re¬ 
ligious  can  negotiate  to  slip  over, 
from  one  order  to  another  never 
ceases  to  astonish.  It  is  a  tragi¬ 
comic  ever-hopdul  operation, 
coming  poignantly  dose  to  the 
secular  remarriage,  and  involving 
a  quite  literal  exchange  of  habits: 
off  with  the  old  man,  on  with  the 
new.  The  cancelling  of  vows  was 
breath  of  life  to  anyone  as  easily 


bored  as  Brother  Joseph.  He 
served  under  three  in  his  short 
lifetime,  and  it  was  at  Frensham 
be  became  a  Roman  Catholic, 
zooming  off  to  London  to  start  up 
the  formalities  in  his  pride  «nH 
joy,  his  bright  red  spoils  car. 
Brother  Joseph  drove  it  fast, 
wearing  his  grey  habit  and  an 
impressive  pair  of  leather 
gauntlets. 

What  effect  did  die  change  of 
religious  allegiance  have  upon  his 
charges,  the  20  or  30  feeble¬ 
minded  boys  in  the  house  of  the 
Servants  of  Christ  the  King  at 
Frensham?  Very  little,  one  sur¬ 
mises.  The  changeover  from  Mass 
in  English  to  Mass  in  Latin  seems 
to  have  passed  them  by:  it  was, 
after  all,  all  Giredc  to  diem,  as 
Brocard  Sewell,  who  has  tart  turns 
of  phrase,  reminds  us.  And  in  any 
case  the  ritual  itself  has  its  own 
language,  the  language  of  poetry 
and  symbolism. 

The  unstable  Brother  Joseph, 
master  of  the  volte-face,  was 
always  in  the  market  for  a 
revelation,  and  the  idea  of  the 
circus  as  a  means  of  training  the 
boys  in  his  care  was  a  sudden 
inspiration  interpreted  with  ge¬ 
nius.  A  CIRCUS!  It  seemed  to 
have  everything  for  everyone.  The 
most  promising  of  the  boys  could 
be  downs,  acrobats,  trapeze  art¬ 
ists.  Even  the  least  competent 


could  take  some  minor  part  in  it, 
helping  to  train  and  groom 
performing  dogs  and  ponies.  As 
well  as  being  ringmaster.  Brother 
Joseph  provided  the  mghdy  piece 
de  resistance,  a  conjuring  act 
called  “The  Gardens  of  Arabia”, 
summoning  great  of  col¬ 

oured  flowers  from  the  heavens 
which  carpeted  over  the  sawdust 
in  the  ring. 

This  is  a  beautiful  oddball  of  a 
book,  fit  for  the  Christmas  stock¬ 
ing  of  a  Norman  StJohn-Stevas.  It 
shows  life  as  the  cabaret,  the  circus 
as  a  metaphor  for  people  a  bit 
beyond  the  pale.  Cohn  Wilson, 
arch-connoisseur  of  the  outsider, 
has  I  think  correctly  defined 
Brocard  Sewell  himself  as  an 
“Outsider”  in  the  20th-century 
cultural  tradition  of  Camus  or 
Jack  Kerouac,  and  argued  that  it  is 
his  own  qualities  of  oddity  that 
give  him  such  a  feeling  for 
intransigence  in  others.  In  an  age 
ofbanal  worship  of  the  major  and 
the  mainstream  one  feels  grateful 
forthis  positive  obsession  with  foe 
minor.  The  issues  raised  by 
Brother  Joseph  and  his  arcus  are 
not  so  much  administrative, 
medical,  political,  as  to  do  with 
satisfying  one’s  own  small  creative 
urges  and  searching  out  one’s  own 
niche  within  society.  The  ring- 
master  saw  it  as  a  question  of 
salvation  of  each  individual  souL 


Greek  nous 
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The  ancient  Greek  Erasistzatus,- 
r.l aiming  birds  emitted  invisible 
effluvia,  kept  a  bud  in  a  cage  for  & 
few  days  and  then  weighed  foe 
bird  and  its  visible  excreta.  He 
announced  a  dramatic  weight- 
loss.  “Hippocrates”  asserted  that 
all  diseases  in  men  are  caused  by 
bile  and  phlegm.  For  patients 
suffering  from  fever,  Herodicus 
prescribed  runs,  wrestling,  and 
steam  baths.  Caelius  recom¬ 
mended  treating  madness  by  hav¬ 
ing  the  patient  read  aloud  from, 
texts  riddled  with  errors  to  keep 
him  alert  (at  last’  A  use  for  the 
biased  National  Curriculum). 

So  much,  one  may  say,  for  foe 
Greek  scientific  achievement.  But 
it  is  all  too  easy  to  abuse  foe 
ancient  Greeks  for  not  doing  so- 
apd-so,  when  they  were  busy 
inventing  democracy,  history, 
philosophy,  foe  communications 
industry  (rhetoric),  and  tragedy, 
and  altering  our  whole  conception 
of  languages,  literature, 
mathematics-  and,  yes,  the  sci¬ 
ences  as  welL  We  should  be 
grateful  Greeks  did  not  turn  their 
attention  elsewhere:  only  very  few 
ages  deserve  the  Sony  Walkman 
and  Radio  l  and  bonk  journalism 
and  satellite  television. 

Geoffrey  Lloyd’s  purpose  is  to 
ask  some  fundamental  questions 
about  this  controversial  area  of 
Greek  scientific  achievement  Is  it 
scientific?  Did  it  break  new 
ground?  Did  its  claims  measure  up 
to  its  achievement?  Sis  method  is 
to  take  a  number  of  “case-studies 
from  early  6th-century  cosmology 
to  the  2nd-century  AD  physician 
Galen  and  astronomer-math¬ 
ematician  Ptolemy,  and  draw  up  a 
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balance-sheet  of  profit  and  loss, 
advance  and  retreat.  He  con¬ 
centrates  particularly  on  “Hippo¬ 
cratic”  medicine,  which  is  notable 
for  its  combinations  of  extremes — 
dogmatic  confidence  in  ludicrous 
analyses  on  one  hand,  extreme 
doubt  and  admission  of  failure  on 
the  other  —  and  this,  in  a  sense, 
acts  as  the  keynote  of  Lloyd’s 
thesis. 

The  point  about  the  Greek 
scientific  achievement  is  that, 
whatever  its  tangible  results,  it 
located  foe  discussion  of  foe  issues 
with  which  it  dealt  in  foe  public 
arena,  and  offered  them  up  for 
public  debate  in  rational,  not 
supernatural  and  mystical,  terms. 
Trite,  results  can  seem  disappoint¬ 
ing;  Greeks  did  not  generally 
experiment  or  observe  with  our 
dedication  and  precision,  or  de¬ 
velop  technology  in  the  way  we 
fed  they  might  have  done;  but  it  is 
easy  for  us,  with  our  massively 
sophisticated  understanding  of  foe 
physical  world,  to  make  such,  post 
eventum  judgements.  What  men 
like  Aristotle  and  Archimedes  did 
achieve,  through  sheer  power  of 
abstract  intellectual  analysis  —  a 
quality  categorically  derided  by 
our  educational  mistresses  today 
—  is  simply  miraculous. 

Lloyd  has  produced  a  for¬ 
midable  book;  nearly  500  pages, 
(84  of  them  bibliography),  and  a 
text  that  heaves  thinly  up  and 
down  on  a  massive  gtouodswefl  of 

footnotes,  like  seaweed  on  a  spring 

tide.  But  this  is  the  secret  of  its 
readability.  The  main  argument, 
articulated  with  enviable  lucidity, 
stays  in  foe  text,  foe  fascinating 
scholarly  minutiae  are  explored  in 

the  notes.  It  is  a  masterly  achieve¬ 
ment.  Bui  whether  his 
deconstructed  colleagues  at 
King's,  Cambridge  think  so  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen.  Dammit,  the 
blighter  actually  has  foe  tementy 
w  reach  conclusions.  Pass  foe 
wine-style  health  drink,  Wii- 
fcmson,  and  well  throw  some  over 

him.  $ 


Faceless  father  of  Tintin 


Heagfi’s  father  was  illegitimate. 
Herg6  himself  never  wanted  a 
name  and  invented  his  own  by 
inventing  his  initials,  Georges 
R£mi  Nothing  is  known  of  his  life 
before  be  started  work  as  a  derk  in 
foe  Brussels  newspaper  office  of 
his  Svengali,  WaDez,  a  Catholic 
priest  who  kept  a  signed  photo¬ 
graph  ofMussolim  above  his  desk. 
He  divorced  his  first  wife  for  a 
younger  woman  after  30  years, 
and  Ms  first  biographers  have  had 
foe  co-operation  of  both.  His  only 
child,  Tintin,  was  boro  aged  14  in 
1929.  Fasten  your  seatbelts  for  a 
spicy  life.  Instead,  it's  like  looking 
at  lantern  slides  where  all  foe 
slides  are  anecdotes.  Is  the  tomb 
being  guarded  or  was  it  empty  in 

the  first  place? 

Sex  is  hardly  mentioned. 
Tintin’s  father  was  thought  an 
unsuitable  match  for  his  first  giri, 
MHou,  who  shared  foe  name  of 
Tin  tin’s  dog,  so  be  named  twice 
into  the  office  family  to  women 
who  were  sisters  to  him  rather 
.than  lovers.  Marriage  was  both  an 
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outlet  and  an  irritation,  just  like 
the  boils  that  troubled  Hergfe  all 
his  life.  He  used  his  great  wealth 
only  to  indulge  a  passion  for  fast 
cars  and  modem  art. 

Politics  were  simply  a  means  to 


art  As  Tintin  bounds  through 
-Soviet  Russia,  the  Sino-Japanese 
War,  the  Second  and  Cold  Wars, 
ducking  bullets  from  Left  and 
Right,  so  Hergd.  Treating  Ms 
beloved  tribes  —  colleagues,  Red 
Indians,  Scouts,  foe  Belgian  roy¬ 
alty  —  as  an  extended  family,  he 
was  initially  unprepared  to  accept 
the  political  implications  of  Ms 
loyalties.  Modest,  anonymous, 
impersonal,  and  calm,  Herge’shfe, 
despite  this  expert  first  biography, 
remains  as  blank  as  Tintin’s  face; 
Ms  name,  like  Tin  tin’s,  a  transpar¬ 
ent  onomatopoeia.  Talking  to 
Hezg6  was  like  talking  to  an  angel, 
friends  recall  (there  are  no  ene¬ 
mies).  His  life,  like  Tintin  in  Tibet, 
was  a  pilgrimage  without  a  shrine. 
In  the  expedition  to  foe  high 
Himalayas,  against  all  odds,  the 
secret  of  life  is  discovered:  the 
vfrgin  snow,  the  mystic  monk,  the 
friend  feared  dead  and  found 
alive;  above  all,  the  Snowman 
himself -  not  abominable  after  all, 
but  loving,  peaceful,  and  with  a 
human  heart. 


The  last  full-length  English  study 
of  Stanislavsky  was  David 
Magarshak’s  1950  biography;  an 
affectionate  and  highly  readable 
book  which,  even  in  its  own  time, 
left  much  of  the  story  still  to  be 
told.  As  a  theatrical  aft-rounder, 
and  a  linguist  with  access  to  foe 
copious  outpourings  of  the 
Stanislavsky  industry,  Jean 
Benedetti  is  well  placed  to  left  it 
His  declared  aim  is  to  restore  the 
Moscow  Art  Theatre  to  foe  con¬ 
text  of  its  times,  and  to  let  Ms 
informants  speak  for  themselves. 
The  result  strikes  me  as  scru¬ 
pulously  fair  ami  colourless.  This 
is  not  a  book  to  win  Stanislavsky 
any  new  friends. 

In  the  pre-Revolutionary  first 
h8lf  of  foe  story  readers  would  be 
better  off  with  Magaxshak,  whose 
account  of  the  transformation  of 
Konstantin  Alekseiev  from  gifted 
omatunr  into  the  “Michdangeio" 
of  the  Russian  stags  is  rich  in 
personal  and  theatrical  detail  sel¬ 
dom  to  be  found  in  Benedetti, 
whose  dullness  in  describing 
productions  is  exceeded  only  by 
his  space-wasting  quotations  from 
eye-witnesses. 

Where  his  narrative  does  score 
is  in  planting  the  seeds  for  what  is 
to  follow:  particularly  in 
Stanislavsky's  long-term  relatiqp- 
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ships  with  his  greatest  pupil, 
Mderhold,  and  his  partner, 
Nemirovich-Danchenko.  The 
quarrel  flat  ultimately  split  foe 
MAT  in  two  is  traced  back  to  foe 
partners’  first  plans  for  foe  com¬ 
pany  and  Nemirovich’s  hidden 
agenda  to  assume  sole  command 
This  internal  drama  —  between  a 
textual  autocrat  and  an  actor- 
director  of  genius  —  is  of  no  less 
importance  to  posterity  than  the 
work  it  produced.  Benedetti  re¬ 
count  it  even-handedly,  and  with 
doubly  damning  effeefea  huge  gap 


opens  up  between  a  meanly 
ambitious  egoist  and  an  idealistic 
^ianL 

If  idealism  was  a  marie  of  the 
class  enemy  in  1917,  Stanislavsky 
lived  it  down:  submitting  without 
complaint  to  the  expropriation  of 
his  factories  and  eviction  from  Ms 
house,  and  welcoming  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  as  an  ardent  Tolstoyan.  Luck 
also  came  to  Ms  aid  when,  after 
years  of  ideological  sniping  from 
RAPP  and  Proletcult  zealots, 
Zhdanov  proclaimed  the  doctrine 
of  Socialist  Realism,  thus  reclaim- 
ing  foe  anachronisticaily  bour¬ 
geois  MAT  as  an  embodiment  of 
the  party  line.  Benedetti  is  at  Ms 
best  in  relating  Ms  incorrigibly 
non-political  hero  to  the 
surrounding  political  snake-pit. 

He  is  less  successful  in  recodify¬ 
ing  the  System  to  which 
Stanislavsky  devoted  Ms  last  30 
years.  Benedetti  offers  no  opinion 
on  whether  the  System  liberates  or 
paralyses  the  performer.  But  he 
does  quote  a  story  worth  ponder¬ 
ing  of  Stanislavsky  reaching  a 
suicidal  impasse  in  the  rote  of 
Pushkin’s  Salieri,  and  deciding  to 
exchange  his  hated  white  breeches 
fora  black  pain  after  which,  “I  felt 
2  had  been  set  free  ...  I  don’t 
understand  a  thing.** 


Mountain 

greenery 


Childhood  past,  snow  always 
seemed  to  me  rather  a  waste  of 
time,  that  far-too-cold  for  comfort 
stuff  that  stops  you  looking  at  the 
plants  beneath.  It  has  been  good, 
therefore,  to  be  reminded  of  its 
positive  uses,  as  a  protective 
blanket  under  which  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  range  of  alpine  plants,  so 
curiously  and  cleverly  adapted  to 
their  hostile  environment,  escape 
the  harsher  Masts  of  winter. 

Once  you  have  seen  an  alpine 
display  at  a  flower  show,  and  have 
maxvdbd  at  foe  often  miinqc 
plants  cherished  to  a  state  of 
breathtaking  perfection,  each  leaf 
and  petal  burnished,  eadr  particle 
of  gravel  in  position,  you  know 
you  axe  in  foe  company  of  real 
enthusiasts.  Not  only  do  they  grow 
their  treasures  supremely  well, 
they  also  spend  their  holidays 
taking  impossibly  angled  photo- 
graphs  of  them  in  their  natural 
habitat,  and  while  away  their  spare 
time  in  painting  their  portraits. 
Much  of  foiS 

enthusiasm  comes  across  in  Roy 
Effiotfs  Alpine  Gardening.  It  has 
you  scheming  almost  from  the 
first  page,  wondering  how  you  too 
can  manage  a  few  of  these  very 
special  plants. 

What  he  describes  is  a  far  cry 
from  the  usual  suburban  rockery; 
what  makes  it  so  particularly 
interesting  is  Ms  approach.  Plants 
are  not  the  garden’s  furnishing, 
they  are  the  stare,  whose 
temperaments  and  whims  must  be 
understood  and  catered  for.  The 
garden  is  their  stage.  Unlike  some 
of  the  earliest  enthusiasts  who 
created  their  own  mini-Alps,  Roy 
Elliott  does  not  see  foe  need  for 
such  verisimilitude  —  fortunately, 
since  some  of  foe  best  flourish  m 
horrendous  places.  In  foe  wild 
such  plants  survive  because  they 
are  foe  best  adapted  to  hostile 
conditions.  EHminmn  competition 
and  they  often  show  themselves 
more  accommodating. 

Roy  Elliott  has  a  lifetime’s 


RuthStnngo 


a  provocatively  broad  idea  of  what 
actually  constitutes  an  alpine 
plant  Although  loosely  cast  in  a 


ALPINE  GARDENING 

By  Roy  Elliott 

Alpine  Garden  Society,  £12.50 


seasonal  framework,  this  docs 
little  more  than  encourage  him  to 
turn  aside  to  explore  other  things 
what  it  is  that  gives  good  alpines 
their  character,  how  they  got  their 
names,  bow  to  make  containers  to 
grow  them  in.  There  are  lots  of 
good  stories:  I  had  met  foe  one 
about  Charlemagne  decreeing  that 
houseleeks  should  be  grown  on 
house  roofs  as  protection  against 
lightning,  but  hadn’t  thought  it 
could  be  the  juicy  leaves  that 
would  actually  make  them  eff¬ 
ective.  And  anyone  who  has 
pressed  her  own  flowers  would 
warm  to  the  account  of  the 
Lewisia  (those  difficult  but  attrac¬ 
tive  daisies)  which  was  success¬ 
fully  revived  after  spending  two 
years  between  the  pages  of  some¬ 
one’s  herbarium.  Alpines  are  in¬ 
deed  tough,  as  well  as  beautiful. 

A  total  contrast  is  provided  by 
reading  another  Alpine  Garden 
Society  publication,  Androsaces 
by  G.F.  Smith  and  DJE.  Lowe,  a 
book  for  the  booked  enthusiast 
who  really  wants  to  get  down  to 
his  subject.  This  is  a  monograph 
on  those  delightful  cushion  plants 
whose  major  disadvantages  is 
their  name  (foe  not  commonly 
known  English  alternative  is  rock 
jasmine).  Written  very  much  with 
foe  gardener  in  mind,  it  is  a  meaty 
mix  of  hard  fact  on  appearance, 
distribution,  taxonomy,  and 
recognition,  together  with  un¬ 
usually  thorough  practical  sugges¬ 
tions  about  cultivation,  gleaned 
from  the  considerable  combined 
experience  of  members  of  the 
Alpine  Garden  Society.  Lists  of 
foe  species  that  have  more  or  less 
or  completely  disappeared  from 
cultivation  (Americans  ones  as 
well  as  the  more  elusive  Asian 
species)  show  how  tenuous  a  hold 
some  have  in  our  gardens.  We 
need  to  do  more  than  keep  off  foe 
piste  to  protect  our  plants. 


NEW  BOOKS 


The  Uterary&fitor'ssoloctioo  of  say  titles  of  the  year: 

Automatic  Ptoaaurea,  Tha  History  of  trie  Cain  Machine,  by  Nic  Costa 
(Kevin  Francis  Publishing  lid,  £1635) 

Bely  Danmng  for  Health  A  Relaxation,  by  T.HoUn  (Duckworth,  £2fi0) 
Caddy  Spoony  A  Guide,  by  John  None  (John  Murray,  £12fi0) 

OMiaeaaalleae  Miltfe  1  awawi  aaaw  BAMMiMlfut  4C4  Vasm  llte 

bonwsoDoni  vnn  loth  Byron  on  ronrersiofi  104  t  ours  ajiot  nw 
Lordship's  Dmfo.  by  Amanda  Prantera  (Abacus,  £339) 

Croydon  Akport,  The  Austrafian  Connection,  by  Douglas  Chiett  (Sutton 
Leisure,  £3.50) 

Great  Bordellos  of  the  World,  by  Emmett  Murphy  (Quartet.  £1250) 
Labour  of  Love,  The  Story  of  the  World's  Hrst  Surrogate 
Grandmother,  by  Sue  Raid  (The  Bodtey  Hoad,  £8.95) 

Man  Suffocated  by  Potatoes,  by  WUUam  A.  Marsano  (Future,  £239) 
Monarch  of  Al  I  Sureoy.  Bechuanatand  Diaries  1929-37.  by  Sir  Charles 
Rey  (James  Currey,  £1935) 

Paws  Acroaa  London,  a  guide  for  dog-walkers  and  others,  by  Bruce 
Fogte  (Michael  Joseph,  £1035) 

Psychotic  Reactions  and  Carburetor  (sic,  it's  American)  Dung,  by 
Lester  Bangs  (Heinemann,  £9.95) 

The  Art  of  Lego,  wSted  by  Ken  Baynes  (Ciwyd  County  Count*,  £535) 
The  Co8ector*s  Book  of  Telephone  Cards,  188S-1989,  by  S.EJR. 
Hlscocks  (Dr  Hiscocks,  PO  Box  77.  Woking,  £430) 

Eat  Yoir  Own  Pot  Cookbook,  by  RussaU  Jones  (Grub  Streep  £4*50) 
The  History  el  Sctavy  and  Vtamin  C,  by  Kenneth  J.  Carpenter 
(Cambridge.  £9.95) 

The  Horse  in  Winter,  by  Susan  McBane  (Methuen,  £10.95) 

Tha  Joy  of  Socks,  by  Maggie  Drummond  (Robson,  £4.95) 

Tho  Sacred  Vbgln  &  the  Holy  Whore,  by  A  Harris  (Sphere,  £330) 

Why  Not  Eat  Insects?,  by  Vincent  Hoit  (NaturaJ  History,  £335) 

Wogan  on  Wogan,  by  Terry  Wogan  (Penguin,  £239) 


r* 
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EXCLUSIVE 

DIARY  OFFER 


•  14  pages  of 

information  on  and  addresses  of 

universities,  polytechnics  and  Scottish  central  institutions  as  well  as 
research  councils,  trade  unions  and  Government,  local  authority  and 
employers'  organisations.  Higher  Education  in  Europe  and  the 
Commonwealth. 

•  Easy-to-read  weeMo-a-page  diary. 

•  Inter-city  guide  •  London  underground  map 

•  Motorway  map 

The  1989 edition  of  the  THES  pockei  diary  is  now  available  al  a  price 
of  £2.99  (inc  p.&p.).  For  your  diary,  send  a  cheque/postal  order  lor 
£2.99  (made  payable  to  The  Times  Supplements)  to  Liz  Smith  Diary 
Offer.  The  Times  Higher  Education  Supplement  Priory  House, 

St  John's  Lane.  London  EC1M  4BX. 

Do  not  forget  to  send  your  name  and  address  with  your  order. 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 


L  7.15-1 0.1 5pm, 


WALKS 


IWO-S  EAST  me  MUROBg  -JACK 
TIE  WPEft  RlMtToMr  tutM. 
11am,  £3  (01-441 8906). 

ACHWSmASWOTrWAUt  mart 
Embankment  tube,  730pm.  £3  (01-441 


FOR  CHILDREN 


LONDON  TRANSPORT  MUSOfJJ  OUSt: 


Star-crossed  in  love 


cocnevs,  CRMMUS  AND  JACK 
THE  RIPPER- A  POTTO*  meat 
WHtachapei  time,  730pm.  S3  (01-882 
3414). 


*  DURAN  DURAN:  Actuary  bead  as 
the  Krush  Brothers.  this  has  to  be  one 

oflhamog— *duoi»frg**ctad 

SSSSssu 

*  YAHOO:  Impeccably  Up  Mancunian 
StaSSn  Lock,  London  NW1 


Sadler's  WeSs  Royal  Ballet  has  farad  an  mexpected 
pairing  rf  pest  stars  for  tonight's  rowatir  GieeBe, 
wUA  opens  a  short  not  of  Pete  Wrist’s  hmg- 
rntnMnhfd  ad  modactioa.  Ghtanhe  t«m»w 

(above  left),  who  plays  Albrecht,  b  a  Romanian 
dancer  who  made  his  name  mostly  la  on  Italian 
context,  fiat  as  a  member  of  IiBaaa  Cosfs  company, 
then  as  the  preferred  partner  of  the  itinerant  hafierina 
Carta  Racd  Tn^t  is  Us  fist  appearance  m 
TanTia,  although  he  has  already  danced  with  the 
Sadler’s  WeDs  ««"pwy  la  the  regions.  Mmriqae 
Londttres  (above  right),  who  takes  fie  title  role,  Is  an 
etoUe  of  the  ballet  of  the  Bub  Opera.  Her  only 


of  an  Hah  castle 

SdeonWaatEo 

I. 15. 355,  830. 

II. 45. 


prevtoas  London  appearances  were  as  a  yomg  dancer 
daring  Odr  Covent  Garden  season  in  1982,  memo- 
rehiy  fanny  as  the  Mind  as  a  tat  bespectacled  Helena 
iaAMidsammerlVigkt’bDnam.  At  home  she  dances 
a  wide  variety  of  roles  and  is  admired  far  her  dramatic 
gifts  as  well  as  for  her  incisive  techmqae.  This  esapie 
wm  perform  again  next  Thursday;  between  now  and 
then  Marion  Tait  dances  Giselle  tomocrow  with 
Roland  Price,  on  December  28  with  Fetter  Jacobsson, 
and  Karin  Donovan  dances  GbeDe  with  Joseph 
GpoQa  on  December  27.  Sadler’s  Wells  Theatre, 
Rosebery  Avenue,  London  EC1  (01-278  8916),  730- 
9 JOpo,  £350^09.  JokaPerawd 


ROYAL  ACADEMY  SCHOOL 
EXHStnOtt:  Last  two  days  InwHch  to 
in  paintings,  pints  and  sculptures-^ 
made  by  students  of  the  Royal  Academy 
Schools. 

Today,  tomorrow,  lOam-opm.  Free. 

CHRISTMAS  AT  BRIGHTON  MUSEUM: 
Three  axhtoWon*  How  Pleasant  to 
Know  Mr  Lear,  which  catebmws  the  Bte 
and  work  of  the  artist  and  writer;  Onto 
Houses,  a  wlda  range  of  furnished  and 
unfurnished  dolls  houses  from  the  eeriy 

18th  Century  to  the  present  daw  and 


d  (01-830 
855.  Lett 


BESTSELLING  BOOKS 


Proas  10.15, 1Z45, 


FICTION 

1  Oscar  and  Lacinda,  Pete  Carey _ Faber  £1095 

2  TIM  Edge,  Dick  Francis _ Michael  Joseph  £1135 

3  The  Bonfire  of  the  Vanities,  Tom  Wolfe _ Cape  £1235 

4  Mooted tso.  Morris  West _ Hutchinson  £1035 

5  Loving  and  Giving,  Mofly  Keane - Seeker  SWarbtsg  £1035 

NON-FICTION 

1  Reflect  on  Things  Past,  Lxtrd  Carrington _ _ _ CoOts  £1730 

2  A  Brief  Mstory  of  Unre,  Stephen  Hawking _ Bantam  £1435 

3  Macmllan  1894- 1956,  AHstair  Home _ MacmOan  £1635 

4  Byzantium,  John  Jufius  Norwich - VBdng  £1635 

5  Over  the  Hire  of  the  WotkfcRoya  Stek,ed.  CMoorohead - J  Murray 

£1935 


GALLERIES 


CRWNEVIH80N  (1889-1946):  A 
retrospective  of  penfnos,  prints  and 
drawings  by  a  rtoneer  Britteh  Modernist 
Bbrnfegham  Muaaiaa  and  Art  QeBery, 
ChainberlaJnSq  <021 235  2800).  Mon- 
Sat  930ani-5pfn,  Sun  2-5pm,  free,  until 
Dec  31. 

863NCES  OF  NOONS:  A  coSaction  of 


*  A  SIMPLE  MAN:  Northern  Bate 
Theatre's  production  about  the  painter 
Lowry,  plus  two  abort  balats  by  Michael 
ft*. 

Derogate  Theatre,  Northampton  (0804 
2481 T),  7pm,  £3J>0-£8.(D) 


CONCERTS 


•fr  CHRISTOPHERS*  CHRISTMAS: 
Harry  Christophers  conducts  The 
Sixteen  vocal  group  In  Christmas  music 
from  medieval  and  Renaissance 


PAPERBACKS 

1  AtHome  with  tfm  Roux  Brothers,  Roux  Brothers. 

2  Green  Conauner Guide, J  Bkington  &  J  Hafles  _ 

3  HaSMe  Ml  HoMlMb,  PjT"  Ffonay  - 

4  The  Peat  la  Myself,  Chrtetabel  Helenberg _ 

5  Giles  Cartoons  42nd  ed,  GBes - 

6  The  Weeping  and  the  Laughter,  Noel  Barber _ 

7  Hot  Money,  Dick  Francis _ 

8  The  Radtant  Why,  Margaret  Drabble _ 

9  Not  That  Sort  of  Girl,  Mary  Wesley _ 

10  Whale  Nation,  HeathcoteWUams _ 


Source:  Hatcharde.  187  PtecadBy,  London  Wi 


Art  Geaenr.  Clarence  St 
(0242  237431),  Mon-Sat  10snv530pm. 
free,  until  Dec  31. 

VICTOR  PASMORE:  New  abstract 


- BBC  £735 

- QoMancz  £335 

_ AA  £935 

_ Corgi  £335 

.BtpmeaBooks  £230 

- Coronet  £339 

_ Pan  £330 

- Penguin  £335 

- Stock SUn  £335 

- Cape  £835 


paintings. 

HartboraoMr  Hm  Art  8  Abemarte  St, 
London  wT(p1-629  5161),  MorvFH 
10am-530pm,  Set  10am-1230pm,  free, 
until  Dec  22. 

JEFFBCt  CAMP  RA:  A  retrospective  of 
unfeMMad  figurative  paintings  since 
1949. 

Lahg  ArtQNtey,lfgh8m  Place, 
Newcastia  upon  Tyne  (091 232  7734), 
Mor>Ft110sm-53upm,  Sat  10am- 
430pm,  Sm  238530pm,  free,  until 


8  Jmr%  Smth  Sq,  London  SW1  (pi- 
222 1 081),  730pm.  £&£15. 

-frBKHOP  DEBUT:  Stephan  Bbhop- 
Kovacevicti  appears  for  the  first  tfme  at 
Snaps,  playing  Btethovan's  Plano 
Sonatas  Opp.  31  No  3  and  110, 
Schumann  a  AtoumWattar  Op  99  and  e 
Chopin  group. 

ThaMamngs,SnepeISuffo4c(072B85 
3543),  730pm,  S330-E730.  <D) 

*  CHRtSTS  CMLDHOOffc  Aa  a  rather 
unexpected  contribution  to  the 
‘•Messiaan  at  80”  series.  Barite's 
L'Bifance  du  Christie  performed  by  the 
BBC  SO.  BBC  Singers  and  soloists 
under  Davkf  Atherton. 

Westminster  CathecM  (01-928  8800), 
8pm.  £5.  (D) 


OPERA 

Wtm&m 


See  Sbattoct’i  recent  support  sets 
ut  Bonnie  Scott’s  Osh  confirmed 
her  potential  sj  fie  country's  most 
interesting  new  jazz  singer.  Com¬ 
bining  sent  singing  with  pop- 
oriented  melodies,  Shattock 
(above)  looks  set  to  win  n  larger 
following  in  1989.  A  former  ac¬ 
tress,  she  makes  two  appearances 
ta  London  this  week —  at  the  Bass 
Clef  in  north  London  tonight  (see 
listing),  and  at  the  Jazz  Cafe 
tomorrow.  As  nsaa!,  she  is  being 
hacked  by  the  Terry  DideyGroap, 
a  crisp  fosion  qamtet  graced  by  the 
saxophonist  Chris  Davies. 


rfrffS » » ‘tSSr *3 : 


London  WI  (01-4932820). 

MOHAN  MSTRY:  PhOtM  Of  Old  MdA 
Bids  tomorrow. 

Grange  Museum,  Neasden  Lone, 
London  NW10  <01-908 7109)i 


Theatre:  Jeremy  Kingston;  FBns: 
GeoffBrown;  Concerts:  Max  Harris 
son;  Opera:  Hilary  Finch;  Rode 
David  Sinclair;  Jazz:  Oive  Davis; 
Dance:  John  ftrrival;  Galleries: 
David  Lee;  Walks:  Stephanie 
BUfen;  Other  Events:  Judy 
Froshaug;  Boefclags:  Anne 
Whitehouse. 


CONCISE  CROSSWORD  NO  1752 

ACROSS 

1  Hardy's  Gmnbridge 
(10) 

8  Speaker  tamner  (7) 

9  l/20ihream(S) 

10  Labour  (4) 

11  Dmyqoiner(8) 

13  Rcfiain  repeat  song  (5) 

14  Utter  oonfusKU  (5) 

16  Advene  reaction  (8) 

18  Dart(4) 

21  Unduly  den- (J) 

22  Flint  tool  (7) 

23  favourable  (10) 


WORD-WATCHING  I  WINNING  MOVE 

Assam  fiempagt  22  j 

MOREEN 
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TELEVISION  AND  RADIO 


Compiled  by  Peter  Dear 
and  Jane  Rackham 


6.00  Ceebuc  AM. 

6-35  LbotettpI  in  Jitters  (r).  &ss 

*7*00  Breakfast  Time  with  John 

■  kSSSiSSSiS^””1- 

* 

^  7.55  and  8.25;  regional 

news  and  travel  reports  at 

„  ,  737, 737  and  837 

8-30  The Ffrntstones.  Cartoon 

seri«(r).  ass  Regional  news  and 

uipsHuif 

9S0  News  and  weather  followed  by 

Now  It's  Christmas  beginning  with 
Fireman  Sam  narrated  dv  John 
AWerton  OSS  The  Nightingale 
Hans  Christian  Andersen  s 
story  read  by  Christopher 
Mummer  (r).  949  SupwTed 

104)0  News  and  weather  followed  by 

’  S^^52wW-10^5P|ay*«» 

1030 Paddington  (r).  10.55 
Five  to  Eleven.  Judi  Dench  with  a 
Christmas  reading 

11.00  News  and  weather  followed  by 

■  FBrmFem  die  Red  Deer  (1976) 
starring  Craig  McFaitane  and 
Cantfida  Prior.  The  story  of  a 
farmer's  son,  his  orphaned 
cousin  and  an  abandoned  baby 

.  fawn.  Directed  by  Jan  Damley- 

Smith 

12JOO  News  and  weather  foHowad  bv 

Daytime  Live  1235  Regional 
news  weather 

130  One  O'clock  News  with  Philip 
Havton.  Weather  130 
Neighbours.  Amanda  is 
confronted  by  Jane:  and  Gail  is  left 
speechless  but  happy  by  Paul 
130  Going  for  Gold. 

2.15  Joy  to  the  Worid  introduced  by 
Sarah  Greene.  A  celebration  of 
Christmas  from  the  Royal 
Albert  HaU  in  the  presence  of  the 
Princess  Royal  Among  the 
many  artists  appearing  are 
Anthony  Andrews,  Penelope 
Keith,  Ben  Kingsley.  Sir  John 
Mills,  Ron  Moody,  Cflff 
Richard,  Pamela  Armstrong,  the 
Boys'  Choir  of  Hartem  and  the 
Moscow  Music  Society  Char 


330 Chaise  Chalk 435 Lassie. 
Animated  adventures  430  Bad 
Boyes.  The  final  episode 
4-05  Newsround 535 Blue  Peter- 
Carols  round  the  Christmas  tree 
with  the  Chalk  Farm  Salvation 
Army  Band.  ICeefax)  535 


6.00  Six  O'Clock  News  with 

Nicholas  Witch eli  and  Philip 
Hayton 

630  London  Plus  and  weather 
730 Tdp  of  the  Pops  introduced  by 
Steve  Wright  and  Nicky  Campbell 

730 EastEnders.  Kathy  tells  Pete 
about  the  latest  developments  in 
her  rape  case.  (Ceefax) 

6-00  Tomorrow's  World  Christmas 
Quiz.  Scientists,  celebrities  and 
members  of  the  audience 
struggle  to  Identify  mystery 
objects 

6-30  Yes,  Prime  Minister.  Jim  and 
Sir  Humphrey  disagree  over  who 
should  be  made  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England  after  a 
financial  scandal  rocks  tie  City 
(r).  ICeefax) 

930  Nine  O’clock  News  with 

Martyn  Lewis.  Regional  news  and 

VVQBtnOI 

930  Dear  John.  Comedy  series 

starring  Ralph  Bates  as  a  divorced 
man,  in  this  episode 
desperately  hoping  to  be  invited  to 
a  traditional  Christinas  festivity 

1 030 ^fim:  A  Touch  of  Class  (1 973) 

starring  George  Segal  and  Glenda 
Jackson.  Comedy  romance 
about  a  couple  who  plan  an  illicit 
weekend  in  Spain.  But  a  series 
of  complications  culminating  with 
an  embarrassing  back  Injury 
for  the  man  turn  the  would-be 
passionate  escapade  into  a 
comedy  of  errors.  Directed  by 
Melvin  Frank 

1230 Film:  Topper  (1937,  b/w) 
starring  Cary  Grant  and 
Constance  Bennett  Comedy 
about  a  bank  president  whose 
humdrum  Bfe  Is  enlivened  by 
two  watt-meanmg  ghosts.  Directed 
by  Norman  2.  McLeod 

135am  Weather. 


930 Ceefax 

1230 FEm:  Getting  Gertie’s  Garter 
(1945,  b/w)  starring  Dennis 
O'Keefe  and  Marie  McDonald. 
Comedy  about  a  newly-wed 
whose  me  becomes 
complicated  when  an  old  flame 
returns  with  an  intimate  gift 
Directed  by  Allan  Dwan  1 .15  Tom 
and  Jerry  Festival  135  Little 
Misses  and  the  Mister  Men  (rt. 
1.40  Under  Safi.  The  taH  ship 


,00  News  ana  weather  followed  by 
One  Man  and  Ms  Dog  (r).  2  AS 


i«v«pw  Ml  iw  ******  Ml  01  i  vnivifuu  MY 

Chronicle:  Yankees  at  the  Court 
of  King  Wigtaf.  The  story  of  an 
archaeological  dig  in  Derbyshire 
(r).  330  News,  regional  and 
weather 

90  Away  in  the  Manger. 

Children's  thoughts  on  the  Nativity 
jrj.430  Ski  Suixto^Spa**^ 

535 Grow  Biz  Quiz. 

Gardening  quiz  mtroducedby  Alan 
Tit  ch  marsh 535  Country  Fife 
tt- 


deninq  quiz  ir 
i  marsh 535  Country 


630  FBm:  Viva  Max]  ( 

Peter  Ustinov.  Comedy  about  a 
latter-day  Mexican  general 
who  decides  to  lead  his  87-man 
army  in  an  attack  on  the 
Alamo.  Directed  by  Jerry  Paris 

730 Call  My  Bluff.  The  last  in  the 
obscure  words  game  series. 
Arthur  Marshall  and  Frank 
Muir  are  joined  by  Gilly  Coman. 
Jack  KJaff,  Alison  MitcheU  and 
Cliff  Michel  more. 

8.00  Open  Space:  Licence  to  K3I. 

(see  Choice) 

830 The  Travel  Show  Guides.  The 
prosand  cons  of  holidaying  in 
Brittany 

930  Food  and  Drink  Christmas 
Quiz  presented  by  Chris  Kelly 

930 Season's  Greetings  (rl  (see 
Choice)  1130  Weather 
1135  Ffim  The  Bad  and  the 

Beautiful  (1 952,  b/w)  starring  Kirk 
Douglas  and  Lana  Turner. 

Four  Oscars-winning  drama  about 
a  Hollywood  producer,  a 
director  and  a  film  star  who  team 
that  a  movie  mogul  they  have 
cause  to  hate  needs  their  help. 
Directed  by  Vincente  MinneHL 
Ends  at  135am. 


ITV/LONDON 


630  TV-am  begins  with  News  and 
The  Morning  Programme 
introduced  by  Richard  Keys 
and  Kathy  Rochford;  730  News 
followed  by  Good  Morrong 
Britain  presented  by  Mike  Morris 
and  Kathy  Rochtora:830 
News; 930 News  and  Wacaday 
with  Timmy  MaUett 
935 Lucky  Ladders.  Game  show 
hosted  by  Lennie  Bennett  935 
Thames  news  and  weather 
10.00  He-Man  aid  the  Masters 
of  the  U reverse.  Animated 
adventures  (r).  1035  Disney 
Cartoon.  The  Flying  Mouse 
*10,40  This  Morning — It's  Christmas 
with  Judy  Ffnnigan  and  Richard 
Madetey.  Today's  edition  of 
the  magazine  show  includes  an 
opportunity  to  speak  to  Father 
Christmas  in  Lapland.  Plus, 
national  and  international  news 
at 1035 and  regional  news  at 
1145  followed  by  weather 
12.10  Puddle  Lane.  Puppet  series 
for  young  children  (rt.  1230 
Santa  Barbara.  Glossy  soap 
set  in  sunny  California 

1.00  News  at  One  with  Julia 

Somerville  l3o  Thames  news 
and  weather 

130  Eye  on  the  White  House. 

America's  ABC  News'  coverage  of 
presidential  election  night 
230 Richmond  HHL  Australian 
drama  series 235  Home 
Cookery  Club.  Festive  fare  (rt. 
330 What's  My  Line?  Angela 
Rippon's  guests  In  this 
afternoon  s  edition  of  the  odd 


ed 


535  News  with  Fiona  Armstrong 
630 Thames  news  and  weather 
635  Help  with  news  of  the  joint 
Thames  TV,  LWT  ana  Capital 
Radio  emergency  Christmas 
Line. 

630  Emmerdaie  Farm.  Christmas 
Eve  In  Beckindale  and  there  is  a 
break-in  at  Home  Farm 
730 The  Bottom  Line.  Consumer 
affairs  show 

730 Chain  Letters.  Word 
association  game 
830 The  B3L  The  Sun  HHl  poftce 

officers  are  unaware  now  dose  to 
home  is  the  driver  of  a  stolen 
car  in  which  a  girt  was  drowned. 


Rogers  and  Ruth  Madoc : _ 

Thames  news  and  weather 

330 Sons  and  Daughters. 
Australian  family  drama  serial 
430 Thomas  the  Tank  Engine  and 
Friends  (r).  4.10  The  Ratties  430 
Dangetmouse  {rt.  (Oracle) 
435Gfiberfs  Fridas  with  Phil 
Cornwell  and  John  Ecdeston 
5.15  Blockbusters.  General 
knowledge  quiz  game  for 
teenagers  presented  by  Bob 
Hoi  ness 


830 Wheal  of  Fdrtune  Christmas 
Special.  Game  show 
930 The  Equalizer.  McCall's  hopes 
of  having  a  quiet  Christmas  are 
shattered  when  he  receives  a 
plea  for  help  from  a  precocious 

K  man.  (Oracle) 

at  Ten  with  Sandy  Gall 
and  AJastSir  Stewart  1030 
Themes  news  and  weather 
1035 The  City  Programme  Includes 
an  interview  with  Leon  Brittan 
1135  01-  for  London  includes 

reviews  of  the  pantomimes  Dick 


Robyn  TtoodS  and  of  the  films 
Moonwalker  and  The  Lonely 
Passion  of  Judith  Heame. 

11 35  Prisoner:  Cell  Block  H. 

1230am  Worlds  Beyond:  OSver's 

Ghost  A  story  of  the  supernatural 
starring  Denholm  Btiott 
130  What  me  Papers  Say  with 

Mark  Lawson  of  The  Independent 

1.15  Scott  Jairett  in  Concert  The 
singer  at  a  concert  In  Canada 

2.15  News  headlines  followed  by 
FBm:  Caprice  (1967)  starring  Doris 
Day  and  Richard  Harris. 

Industrial  espionage  comedy  in 

.  which  Miss  Day,  ostensibly  the 

vi Harness  of  the  piece,  is  really 

working  undercover.  Directed 
by  Frank  Tashlin 

430  News  headlines  followed  by 
Too  Close  For  Comfort 
430 America’s  Top  Ten 
a  News. 


530 ITN  Morning  I 


.Ends  630 


CHANNEL  4 


930 FBm:  Lost  in  a  Harem  (1944, 
b/w)  starring  Abbott  and  CosteHo 
as  prop  men  of  a  touring  show 
who  fall  foul  of  a  wicked desert 
sheik.  Directed  by  Charles 

Reten  bt 

1135  FBm:  Jack  of  All  Trades  (1936, 
b/w)  starring  Jack  Hutbert  and 
Gina  Mayo,  comedy  musical 
about  an  unemployed  man  who 
promotes  a  radical  plan  to 
rationalize  the  boot  and  shoe 
industry.  Directed  by  Jack 
Hulbertand  Robert  Stevenson 
1230 Business  Dafiy.  Financial  and 
business  news  service 
130  Sesame  Street  Pre-school 
learning  series 
230  Horses.  The  role  of  the  horse  in 
the  development  of  human 
civilization.  Last  in  the  series 
(r).  (Oracle) 

330 Equinox:  MaRtime.  A 

documentary  about  the  evolution 
of  the  shopping  mall  (r). 

430 Not  on  Sunday  includes  Brian 
Redhead  trying  to  pinpoint  the 
exact  date  of  the  birth  of  Jesus 
430  FHteeo-to-One.  Quiz  game 
530 Scarecrow  and  Mrs  lung. 

Secret  agent  adventures 


630  A  Different  World.  American 
high  school  adventure 
630  Pandas.  A  behind-the-scenes 
look  at  the  two  giant  pandas 
housed  in  Melbourne  Zoo,  on 
loan  from  the  People's  Republic  of 
China. 

7.00  Channel  4  News  with  Peter 
Sissons  and  Anne  Pdrkins 
730  Comment  followed  by  Weather 
830 Sumo.  Highlights  from  day  six 
of  the  GrandAutumn  Sumo 
Wrestling  Tournament, 
presented  by  Lyall  Watson 
830 Troubles,  starring  Ian 

Charteson,  Ian  Richardson  and 
Emer  Gillespie.  Drama,  first 
shown  to  two  parts  on  ITV  earlier 
this  year,  about  a  British  Army 
major  who  arrives  in  Ireland  after 
the  First  World  War  to  rejoin 
his  fiancee  living  with  relations  on 
the  Wicklow  coast 

1235am  Film:  Pumping  Iran  (1975) 

starring  Arnold  Schwarteenegger 
and  Louis  Ferrigno. 

Documentary  about  the  world  of 
bodybuilders  as  they  train  for 
the  1975  Mr  Olympia  contest 
Directed  by  George  Butler  and 
Robert  Fiore.  Ends  at  2.05. 


pppi  WALES:  ejopm-r-oo 

HEStJL  wales  Today  laaoDomfe 
O'  Naff  s  Chroma*  Concert  11.10 
Fan:  A  Touch  of  Ctese  mail  12jm 
News  and  weather  SCOTUUW: 

1 0  JSOaan-1 1  .>0  Dotaman  BJOpm- 
7.oo  Report  mg  Scotland  &304M 

Sopwscot  SJORabC.  Ne&bttt's  Sea¬ 
sonal  Great  10.1 0  The  Ortslxxe 
Connection:  TneMaHngal  Fulmar  at 
cnnstmas  lOJOFHm uA Touch  of 
Class  I2.i0am-145  Rim:  Topper  (b/W) 
northern  iR£LAMf>i5Jfl*w 
Today's  Spon54O-SJ0lnsido  Ulster 
6J0Neight)0uns  BJ5-7  JO  htsxte 
UtStwuSaWOWFOOOAWWer'BTale 

swolaww  sj«>px»-tjo  ragcnai 

tws  magazines 

XWGUA^fflV  n-MO 

ws  MOWS  About  Anota  1BJS 
■rodedWe  Stand  11  JSWfijeangle 
1 -33  Fitm:  GaUtpoU  1.40am  Mgrit 
iaflefyaJOSportswortd3JOThe 
r«ne_.The  Place...  xiOkojekAjas- 
9JQ  Fifty  Years  On. 

BORDER 

DrtnT  Know  1 1  JS  Prisoner :  Cal 
Block  H 1 240  Film:  Calan  2J0am 


CENTRAL  As  London 
yew  I  nw.  e*cept12L3Spw-1JtO 
Ttie  Young  Doctors  1-20-1.30 News 
3  3QML00  Dusty's  Tale  MWLaao  News 
lOJSThante  a  MiBanllJB  Mag¬ 
num  ll-SSFlm:  Off-Duty  1.80 
SportsworidSJO  The  Tune... The 
Race-.  3J0  Anthrax  U*e4JOSJO 
JoMnder. 

CHANNEL*!!^ 


VARIATIONS 


HTVWALES^^^ 

i  Wales  et  SlxSJOSh 


GJO  Coast  to  Coast  1035  Rktc  Monst- 
r 1245am  Chorus  Line:  From 
i  to  Screen  1 25  Tennis  3JW  The 
Tlme-The  Ptaoa„  345  Qub  ffigm 
4.1 5  America's  Top 10 445-530 F 
Years  On. 


>  Fifty 


630pm  Wales  at  Sx  9LDO  snapaig 
UptLMCtmstnnsCamBeaghi  1035 
North  Wales  Music  Festival  11 -05- 
1135  Rugby  Round-Up. 


I  Report 1035  F*« 
m  Chorus  Line: 


1.00  The  StAtvans  i. 

5.00430  Channel  f 
Monsfanor  1246am( 

From  Stage  to  Screen  1.25  Tomas  3J0 
7heTime.,The  Place-  *45  Quiz 
Nnnt  4.15  Amenca'sTop 
Fifty  Years  On. 

GRANADA  ^3^,^ 

Granada  Reports  33IMJ0  The 
Young  Doctors  6.  -T-S^M)  Granada  Ra- 
pomiOJS  Pneonar:  Cefl  Block  H 
1 1  JO  What  the  Papers  Say  1145  Twi- 
fcgW  Zone  13L00  Film:  Caiw 
£OOnmSportsworid3JOThe 
Tsne...The  race..  3J5  Night  Beat 
4.4O-&O0  Jobfexter. 

HTVWESTa^. - 

News  6J0-&3Q  News  10J5  West 
This  Weeklies  Weekend  Outlook 
lIJSTlie  Fugitive'  12J0wn  Film: 

Slap  Shot  2^0  OuHNomxio  West 
Thrs  Week  3J5-5J0  Trans  world 
Sport. 


JO 


Scottish™^ 

Scotland  Today  9J0-«J0Prwe  It 
ejaoJOScotfand  Today  7J04MM 
Scottish  Questions  11JO 
SeaHauthean  1 1J5  What  the  Papars  Say 
11J0  The  Scottish  Picture  Show 
IZJOFHm:  Echoes  Ota  Summer 
2.00am  Sportswrr,d3JO The 
Tm»_.The  Place-  SJSOfithB  WaB 
440-5JOJobMer. 

TCU/Ai  London 
ISSL  exceptl  JOpm-i  jo  News 
fiJOAJOToday  10135  Ou  of  the 
Box  11J5 The  Forum  Presonts(KoOl  and 
ttte  Gang)!  2.00  Rhc  Ca«an 
ZjOOamSportsMVid  SuOOThe 
Tnm-The  Place- 24B  Nkrtit  Beet 
4J»5J0J0t)fbider.  IMS  FBm:  Echoes 
ol  a  Summer  2JRQam  Sportsworid 
XOO  The  Time-The  Place- JASOHtha 
wail 440^00  Jobflnder. 

•TUC  As  London 
■'■Ja  exccpciajmmi-l  JOThe 
Sulkrans  1  JO-1  JO  (tain  & 


TYNE  TEES 

1J0  Party  wWithe  Rovers  1.20- 
1  JO  News  GJ04L30  Northam  life 
lOJSPrisonenCell  Btock  H 11 J5 
Mamed,  with  Children  l2J0FBm:  CaUat 
2JOamSportswortd3JOThe 
Tima-The  Place-  3J5  Night  Beet  4J5- 
SJOJobfmder. 

ULSTER  *»  London 

enreptn  JOpm-1  JO 
Newstkne  3J0-4J0 The  Young 
Doctors  6J0  Six  Tonight  OJ0-4JO 
Ponce  Six  10J5  Asking  ttaWay 
11J5  V 12JW  Fam:  Conan  2J0am 
Sportawortd  34)0  The  Tbrw-The 
Ptam-3J5  MgMBoat  4404MM)  JOO- 
finoer. 

YORKSHIRE 

1  JO  The  Young  Doctors  1  JO-1  JO 
News  S4>0<.»  Calendar  10J8  Chid- 
renof  Eskdale  11  JSFim:  Inn  of  the 
Sixth  Happiness  2J5  Night  Gaiety  3J0 


Jodfinder. 

CAP  StartsrlOJOam  FBm:  Albert 
RN- 12.1  Open  PobolYCwm 
12J0  NewvdtSon  12J5  Ffatabalam 


.  IJOJustforFunlJOBusawssOMy  * 
2J0  Sesame  Street  2J0  Film: 
Champagne  Chartw*  4J0  Ftftean  to  One 
5J0  Rrst  in  the  Frame  5J0  Abbot 
anfl  CosteHo'  OJO  Newyddton  6.15 
HatocOJOPoboi  Y  Cwm  7 JO  0 
Vaughan  t  Fynwy  8J0  Dinas  OJO 
Nmndckon  8J0  Newyddon  Newydd 
9J0  SddOJS  agnate  10-55  Running 
me  Games  12J0am  Fdm:  Pumping 
iron  1J5  Closedown. 

DTP  1  StartsJJOpm  Hint  Bom 
£UJEJL  Free  AJOEmmem^e  Farm 
4J0  Onedn  Une  5J0  Coiamy  Prac¬ 
tice  OJO  Angelas  5J1  Six-One  0.15 
Garda  Pstronuo  Choice  Video 
A««ams7J0  Top  of  the  Pops  7J0  Know 
Your  SponOJO  Jake  and  the  Fat 
Man  OJONews  0.15  BKii  10.15  LMng 
Agamst  the  Odds  11  JO  FBm;  Only 
Two  Can  Play  iJOam  News, 
Closedown. 

NETWORK  2  %^n,D8mp. 

sey'sOenlOJOBoscolOJS  Trea¬ 
sure  island  i2J0pmAtaddm  1.45  Flora 
Dora  Folk  2J0  care  Bears  240 
Mystartous  CMes  of  Gold  3.1 5  Once 
Upon  a  Time 345 Pat  s  Pate  4J0 
Happy  Birthday  4J0  Santa  Claus  OJO 
Jo-Maxi  OJO  Rome  and  Away  7J0 
InSearch  oL.  7  J5  Nuachl  7J0  Air¬ 
waves  8J0  Rambow  warrior 
Conspiracy  OJO  Mortt  and  Mindy  OJO 
Dynasty  10J0  Network  News  10J0 
Nigmhawfc*  1 1 J5  Closedown 


Some  sobering  thoughts 


Angela  Manning  with  her  three-month-old  baby,  Jonathan,  in  a  family  snapshot  which  was 
taken  shortly  before  he  was  killed  by  an  over-the-limit  driver  (Open  Space:  BBC2, 8.00pm) 


C 


TELEVISION 

CHOICE 


•  As  an  antidote  to  the  Christ¬ 
mas  jollities.  Open  Space 
(BBC2,  8.00pm)  hands  over 
its  air  lime  to  a  (literally) 
sobering  film  by  the  Cam¬ 
paign  Against  Drinking  and 
Driving.  According  to  the 
official  estimate,  1,100  people 
die  on  the  roads  every  year  in 
accidents  involving  drink. 
CADD  puts  the  number  at 
2,000.  Either  way,  the  statis¬ 
tics  cannot  begin  to  convey 
the  extent  of  the  human 
tragedy.  Angela  Manning  was 
pushing  her  three-month-old 
baby,  Jonathan,  in  his  pram 
on  her  way  to  collect  her  other 
child  from  school.  A  car 
approaching  at  considerable 
speed  suddenly  went  out  of 
control,  mounted  the  pave¬ 
ment  and  ploughed  into  them. 
Mother  and  baby  were  rushed 
to  hospital.  She  escaped  with 
injuries,  her  baby  died.  She 
says  the  worst  thing  was  not 


“\  beii 

j  bin 
J  the 


being  able  to  say  goodbye  to 
him.  The  strain  of  coping  with 
grief  destroyed  her  mar¬ 
riage  and  lour  years  later  she 
cannot  talk  about  the  incident 
without  choking  back  tears. 
The  driver,  who  was  two-and- 
a-haif  times  over  the  legal 
limit,  was  fined  £900  and 
banned  for  five  years.  Angela 
reckons  that  if  people  can  go 
to  prison  for  theft  and  fraud,  a 
man  who  killed  a  child  should 
not  have  walked  free.  The 
programme  relates  other,  no 
less  harrowing,  cases:  a 
woman  who  lost  both  hus¬ 
band  and  daughter,  Cithers 
deprived  of  their  sons.  Set  up 
by  two  parents  whose  children 
were  killed  by  drunken  driv¬ 
ers,  CADD  offers  comfort  and 
legal  advice  to  the  bereaved 
while  campaigning  for  ran¬ 
dom  breath  tests  (supported 
by  93  per  cent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  according  to  a  recent 
poD),  a  law  requiring  that 
drivers  must  have  no  alcohol 
in  their  blood  and  much  suffer 
sentences.  It  does  seem 


strange  that  the  maximum 
penalty  for  causing  death  by 
reckless  driving,  five  years  in 
prison  and  a  life  ban,  has 
never  been  imposed. 

•  A  play  by  Alan  Aydcboura 
has  became  a  happy  Christ¬ 
mas  tradition  on  the  BBC, 
even  if  last  year's  offering  of 
H  'ay  Upstream  was  somewhat 
blacker  than  unsuspecting 
viewers  might  have  been  led 
to  expect.  There  is  no  new 
Ayckbourn  this  time  but  a 
revival  of  Michael  Simpson's 
excellent  1986  production  of 
Season's  Greetings  (BBC2, 
9.30pm)  is  the  next  best  thing, 
Ayckbourn  uses  a  family 
Christmas  party  as  a  frame¬ 
work  for  mounting  a  comic 
but  also  disturbing  examina¬ 
tion  of  human  relationships, 
and  the  piece  is  played  to  the 
hilt  by  a  cast  including  Geof¬ 
frey  Palmer,  Nicky  Henson, 
Anna  Massey  and  Barbara  (Dr 
Rose  Marie)  Flynn. 

Peter  Waymark 


Dusting  off  a  classic 
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•  Three  files  numbered  910, 
gathering  dust  in  the  BBC 
written  archives  at 
Caveisham,  had  rested  there 
undisturbed  since  the  writer 
whose  name  was  on  the  covers 
died  in  1956.  Clearly  sensing 
that  there  was  something  be¬ 
tween  the  coven  worth  ex¬ 
cavating,  June  Knox-Mawer 
dusted  them  off  The  result. 
Assignment  with  an  Octopus 
(Radio  4, 7.30pm)  has  proved 
her  instinct  to  be  correct  She 
has  reminded  us  that  there 
was  more  to  Arthur  Grimble 
than  his  book  A  Pattern  of 
Islands .  Her  programme 
rehabilitates  his  reputation  as 
a  1940s  broadcaster  of 
remarkable  talent  a  teller  of 
tales  of  his  days  in  the  Pacific 
before,  and  after,  he  became 
Governor  of  the  Seychelles 
and  Windward  Islands.  I  can¬ 
not  decide  which  aspects  of 
Knox-Mawer's  documentary  I 
enjoyed  most — the  account  of 
Gnmble’s  dealings  with  the 


June  Knox-Mawer  on  a  writer 
and  broadcaster  (B4, 7.30pm) 

BBC  talks  department  (dis¬ 
tilled  from  files  No  910),  or 
the  re-play  of  the  1948  record¬ 
ing  of  the  classic  talk  in  which 
Grimble  described  how,  as  a 
young  cadet  in  the  Colonial 
Service,  he  once  offered  him¬ 
self  as  human  bait  in  an 
octopus  hunt  off  the  Gilbert 
Tslanri«L  There  is  little  in 
Draada  to  equal  the  moment 
when,  dasped  in  the  creature's 
tentacles,  “a  mouth  began  to 
mi»le  below  my  throat,  at  the 


The  Album 

“CONSCIENCE’’ 

Featuring  the  hit  singles 
rops"  &  “Life’s  Just  A  Ball  Game” 

BRCD  519  •  MC-BRCA519  ■  LP-BRLP519  (T 


:  (96.0)  and  MW 
(medium  wave) 

News  on  the  half-hour  from 
630  until  930pm,  then  at  1030 
and  1230 

530 Adrian  John  730  Simon 
Mayo 930  Simon  Bates  1230 
Newsbeat  1245  Gary  Davies 
330  Sieve  Wright  530  Newsbeat 
545  Bruno  Brookes  730 Top 

of  the  Pops  (with  BBC1)  ^  “ 

Phlip  Schofield  Uve  on 


VHF  stereo  &  MW  (medium 
wave) 

News  on  the  hour 
4.00  Steve  Madden  530  Chris 
Stuart  730  Derek  Jameson  930 
Ken  Bruce  1130  Jimmy  Young 
135  David  Jacobs 230  Gloria 
Hurmiford  330 Adrian  Love 
535 John  Dunn  730  Wally 
Whyton  930  Paul  Jones  1030 
Inman  and  Friends  1030 Non-stop 
Stutz  1130  Bran  Matthew 
with  Round  Midnight  130am  Alex 
Lester  with  Nigmrae  3.00- 
430 A  Little  light  Music 


WORLD  SERVICE 


AH  times  In  GMT. 

7.00  Wbrid  News  7JB  24  Houra  Mowed 
by  Rnancal  News  7M  Medtawatdi  745 

NefwofV  UK  4.00  Worid  News  Words 

of  Faith  8.15  Gospel  Explorations  830 

John  Peti  940  Wbrid  News  949  Review  of 

the  British  Press  9.15  The  Worid  Today 
9l30  Financial  News  followed  by  Sports 
Roundup  945  Society  Today  10-00  News 

Summary  1031  Assignment  1030  lines 

From  My  Grandfathw'a  Forehead  1130 
World  News  1139  News  about  Briton 

1145  New  idem  1135  Book  Choice  1 130 

Londres  Midi  1230  Newsreel  12.16 

Mufetrack  2 1245  Sports  Roundup  130 

World  News  139  24Hau*  Mowed  by 

Fmancol  News  130  Network  UK14S  Frtk 

m  Bmauvioo  Outlook  245  Medtawaun 

300  Newsreel  3.15  The  Pleasure's  You* 

430  world  News 439  News  rootrt  Britam 

4.15  Assignment  445  The  worid  Today 
530  Worid  News  539  Commentary  5.t5 
English  by  RadO  545  Loncres  530 

HeuteAktuell 730 Programmes  it  Garrnan 

830  mono  News  839  The  world  Today 

825  Words  of  Faith  830  Meridian  930 

SewnSflasSlO  MeSSwSIttRtilie 

1030  Newshow  1130  woru  News  1139 

Commentary  H-iS  What  Sweeter  Muse 

1146  Images  al  Britan  1230  Nawsdesh 

1230  Mum  for  a  Midsummer  Chnemas 
130  News  Summery  131  Outlook  125 

Flnanoal  News  130T0fc  m  Qrtort  1.145 

Prot8e230 World  News 239 RewawottM 

British  Press  2.15  Sewn  Sees  230 

Qtizsra3JOWorta  News  339  News  about 

Britain  3.15  The  Worid  Tbday  330  Focus 

on  Faith  430  Newsdfek  4JB  The  World 

Today  44S  Morgemnegazln  545  648 

News  Heetsiussss  Ffcanaai  New»63Q 
NewsdeantsorondresMm 


835  weather  followed  by  News 
Headlines 

730  Morning  Concert  Faure 
(Inctdentai  music  from 
Shytock,  Op  57:  Capitol 
Orchestra  of  Toulouse 
under  Piasson  with  NicofaJ 
Gedda,  bass);  Enesco 
(Camabite  and  Presto: 
Susan  Milan,  flute,  and 
Pascal  Roge,  piano) 

730  News 

735  Morning  Concert  (contd): 
Mozart  (Violin  Concerto  No 
1  m  B  flat,  K  207:  ECO 
under  Leppard  with  Cbo- 
Liang  Lin,  violin);  Debussy 
(Suits  bergamasque:  Pascal 
Roge,  piano);  Berlioz  (Royal 
Hunt  and  Storm  -  The 
Troians;  PhStarmanla  under 
Karajan) 

830  News 

835  Composers  of  the  week: 
Schubert.  Adagio  in  E  flat  (D 
897)  Nottumoitteaux  Arts 
Trio;  Des  Sangera  Habe  (D 
832k  Dietrich  Fischer- 
Dieskau  (baritone)  and 
Sviatoslav  Richter  (piano); 
Trio  in  B  flat  (D  898):  Beaux 
Arts  Trio;  An  die  Laut  (□ 
905):  EHy  Ameling  (soprano) 
end  Dalton  Baldwin  (piano) 

935  Truro  Cathedral  Organ: 

John  Wtmt  plays  wffliam  H 
Harris's  Sonata  in  A  minor 
and  Percy  WhMock's  Fidelis 
and  Fanfare  on  the  1887 

Father  WMfis  organ 

10.10  Piano  Trios:  Borodin  Trio 
play  Arensky's  Trio  In  D 
minor  Op  32;  and  Brahms's 
Trio  in  C  minor  Op  101  (r) 

11.10  BBC  Welsh  Symphony 
Orchestra:  Donald  Hunt 
conducts  Elgar's  Overture 
to  Froissart;  Hnzi's 
Intimations  of  Immortality; 
and  Elgar's  The  Music 
Makers.  With  Worcester 
Festival  Choral  Society, 

Sally  Burgess  (mezzo- 

.  and 

Davies 

130  News 

135  Birmingham  Lunchtime 

Concert  New  London 
Consort  directed  by  Philip 
Pickett  perform  carols  and 
seasonal  pieces  to 
ceuorantnettdaysof 
Christmas.  With  Catherine 


230 


(bass).  Tom  Rnucane 
'  Pavto 
BeznoswK  (nddte/rabeo), 
HWwrson 

Daniel  (oboe)  and  Julius 
Drake  (pfano)  play 
Dut«eux'8  Sonata;  Ruth 
Crawford  Seeger's 
Diaphomc  Sura  No  1;  and 
Safnt-Saens's  Sonata  in  D 
Op  186(0 


230  Christmas  Eve:  David 

Sucnet  krarcxhjces  Rhnsky- 
KorsaKov's  three-ect  opera 
performed  by  Opera  North 
and  the  BBC  Philharmonic 
Orchestra  under  Edward 
Downes.  Based  on  the  shortij 
story  by  Gogol  which 
Tchaikovsky  also  used  for 
his  opera  me  Stoppers,  it  is 
sung  hi  Russian.  Whn 
Catnryn  Pope  (soprano), 
Maktwyn  Davies  (tenor)  and 
Anthony  Roden  (tenor)  (r) 
530  Mainly  for  Pleasure:  Lyndon 
Jenkins  with  a  selection  of 
tne  pieces  which  listeners 
have  most  enjoyed  tills  year 
YJOO  Nows 

735  Third  Ear:  Michael  Has  is 
joined  by  Stephan  Cleobury, 
organist  and  director  of 
music  at  King's  College, 
Cambridge,  and  Christopher 
Martin,  chairman  of  the 
Choir  Schools'  Association, 
for  a  look  at  the  choir 
school  scene 

730  Variations.  Blues  and 
Concord:  Joanna 
MacGregor  plays  Ives's 
Three-page  Sonata: 

Copland's  Four  Blues  No  3; 
Ives's  The  Anti-Abotitiontet 
Ruts;  and  Some  Southpaw 
Pitching;  Thelonius  Monk's 
Round  MkJmgnt;  and 
Monk's  Pomt  Ives’s  The 
Akxxis  (Concord  Sonata) 
830  Berlioz:  Last  in  the  series  of 
celebrations  of  Messiaen's 
80th  birthday  Eve  from 
Westminster  Cathedral 
London.  BBC  SO  under 
David  Atherton  perform 
L'Enfance  du  Const  With 
Felicity  Palmer  (mezzo- 
soprano).  Philip  Langrfdga 
(tenor).  Stephen  Roberts 
(baritone),  and  John 
Tomlinson  (bass) 

945  The  Jewish  People  in  the 
Year  2000;  Last  of  three 
talks  by  Rabbi  Dr  Jonathan 
Sacks  examines  whether 
secular  Jewish  continuity  in 
the  Diaspora  is  viable 
1035  Musk  in  our  Time:  Ansttl 
Quartet  perform  Peter  Paul 
Nash's  Quartet  Anthony 
Gilbert's  Quartet  No  3:  and 
RicneTO  Barren's  i  Open 
ana  Dose 

1 1.10  Composers  of  the  Week: 
Komgoia,  Rozsa  ana 
Steiner  Steiner  s  Symphony 
tor  Sk  MHbOnc  KomgokJ's 
biokientai  music  to  Much 
Ado  aoout  Notnmg  (Garden 

seenen  and  excerpts  from 
King's  Row;  Steiner's  The 
Big  Sleep;  Roz&a'e  Vatee 
crapusculaire  and  excerpts 
from  Quo  vatte  (r) 

1230  News 

1235  Wolf  88:  Mignon  ill;  Arisen 
Auger  (soprano)  with  Irwin 

Gagajpiano).  Ends 


LW 


(longwave)  (s] 


1)  Stereo  on 


Forecast 
630  News  Briefing;  Weather 
6.10  Farming  Today  648 
Prayer  for  the  Day  (s) 

830  Today,  mef  830,739, 
730.  830. 830  News 
835,  739  Weather  835 
Yesterday  tn  Partamant 
837  Weather 
930  News 

838  Punters:  An  opportune  for 
listeners  to  report  on  fire's 
Injustices,  probtema  and 

Frank 

Whitford  meets  Raymond 
Jackson,  who  is  perhaps 
better  known  as  JAK  (s) 
1030  News:  The  Natural  Hfetoty 
Programme:  Fergus 
Keallng,  Jessica  Hohn  and 
Lionel  Kefleway  pick  their 
favourite  creatures  of  the 
year  -  a  Hst  which  indudea 
a  teontne  footbafl  teem, 
some  unwarned  adders  and 
some  peanut  butler  eating 
badgers 

1045  An  Act  of  Worship  (e) 
1130  News;  Travel:  Citizens  (s) 
11 35  Conversation  Piece:  Sue 
MacGregor  talks  to  best- 
(g&|aumor  Mary  Wesley 
(see  Choice) 

1130  Fast  Person:  Jan 

Bttertngmn  awes  the  last  ot 

13  talks  by  wst-time 

broadcasters  who  have  a 
story  to  teti 

1230  News;  You  and  Yours: 

Consumer  news  and  advice 
witii  John  Waits 

1235  Second  Thoughts:  Comedy 
series  with  James  Bolam 
and  Ly 

130  TheWoriSltOna 
140  The  Archers  (i)135 
Shftjptog  Forecast 
230 Woman's  Hour  Indudes  a 
feature  on  why,  when  girts 
are  playing  a  leading  pot  in 
choral  singing,  there  ere  so 
tew  of  them  in  cathedral 
choirs?  plus  an  Interview 
with  John  Morgan, 
grooming  editor  of  GO 
magazine,  who  describes 
wnfen  aftershaves  wifl  turn 
the  wearer  into  s  te^i 
achieving  yuppie  type  or  a 
ensco  King,  and  a  repon  on 
wneove  chfWren  era  being 
exposed  to  ®o  muen 
loobymg  oy  consuner 
organizations  end 
commercial  companies  In 
Bcnocts 

330  News;  Angels  at  Partridge 
Cottage:  Ptey  by  Lucy 

Gannon  about  Zoe  and 


junction  of  the  collar-bones**. 
After  listening  to  stuff  like 
this,  it  matters  little  whether 
the  tale  was  true  or  whether  it 
is  what  the  BBC  archives  say  it 
is:  semi-fictional.  At  the 
domestic  level,  it  is  fascinating 
to  learn  from  Assignment  with 
an  Octopus  that  even  as 
recently  as  the  1940s,  radio 
contributors  whose  words 
were  recorded,  were  scornfiilly 
called  “absentee  broad¬ 
casters”,  and  that  if  their 
scripts  were  edited  and  they 
objected,  they  were  given  the 
chance  of  recording  both  orig¬ 
inal  script  and  amended  ver¬ 
sion  to  help  them  make  their 
minds  up  finally. 

•  Conversation  Piece  (Radio 
4,  1 1.25am)  will  rekindle  the 
dying  embers  of  any  budding 
novelists  who  think  that  if 
they  have  left  it  until  their 
seventies  to  write  their  first 
book,  they  have  left  it  too  late. 
Mary  Wesley  wrote  her  first 
best-seller  Jumping  the  Queue 
when  she  was  70.  Five  others 
have  followed. 

Peter  Davalle 


Magnus  Partridge,  a  couple 
who  unana  k>  spend  b  non* 
traditional  Cnnstmas:  but 
tria  sonts  of  Cnnstmas 
have  omar  ideas,  with  Hed8 
Nikiaus  and  BN  Haddington 
(s) 

430  News 

439  Bookshelf:  Nigel  Fbrde  talks 
to  Katitieen  Hare,  creator  of 
Orlando  the  Marmalade  Cat, 
wbo  is  about  to  ba  re¬ 
launched.  50  years  on 

435  Kaleidoscope  (rt 
830  PM:  Presented  by  Frances 
Covsrdale  and  Hugo  Sykes 
530  Shipping  Forecast 


830  Six  O'Clock  Newsr,  Finsndal 
Report 

630  Round  Britain  Qute  Gorton 
Cto^gh  and  Louis  AMan 

735  The  Archers 

730 Any  Answers?  Brian  Gear 
with  a  selection  of  Hstaners* 
responses  to  subjects 
raised  In  last  week's  Any 
Answers ? 

730  Assignment  with  an 
Octopus  (S)  (see  Choice) 

8.15  Invasion  of  the 

MlndSnatchere:  Peter  Evans 
visits  the  USA,  where  more 
people  beseve  in  UFOs  man 
m  evduDon.  to  investigate 
the  gnp  pseudoscience  and 
tne  paranormal  have  on  me 
popular  on 

830  Does  He  T{ _ 

Magazine  for _ 

listeners  and  me*  fentites 

830  Sound  Ettacts  Satenc  Nick 
Baker  oratores  the  BBC 

totenriew  with  Peter  Benson 
about  tils  book  The  Levis, 
and  wim  Barbara  Hendricks, 
tile  opera  singer  who  plays 
Mftni  In  the  Bm  version  of 
Puccini's  La  Boheme;  a 
feature  on  tile  King's 
angers  who  celebrate  20 
years  In  me  business;  and  ' 
Ray  Miles  reports  on 

Christmas  in  To»cyo 

16.16  A  Book  At  Bedtime:  Tess  of 
the  D’UrberviSes  by  Thomas 
Hardy  (4  of  20}.  ftwte  py 
Kenneth  Haign  1Q38 
weather 

1030  The  World  Tonight 
Presentee  by  ftticnaei 


11. »5  the  Finsnctai  Worig  Tomgrn 
1 130  Today  m  Parliament 
1230  News,  uxa  1230  weather 
1233  Stepping  Forecast 
VNF  as  LW  except:  135330m 
Lteating  Comer  «304l„5»  PM 
(continued) 
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Parents  of  I  Druids  mark  the  winter  solstice 


Political  sketch 


tortured  baby 
get  12  years 
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Continued  from  page  I 
department’s  bead  of  field- 
work  and  community  ser¬ 
vices,  has  been  suspended  on 
full  pay  fin*  undisclosed  rea¬ 
sons  by  Mr  Dennis  Simpson, 
the  social  services  director. 

Last  night  Today  news¬ 
paper,  against  whom  the  coun¬ 
cil  nominally  obtained  the  ex 
parte  injunction,  was  attempt¬ 
ing  to  have  it  lifted. 

As  legal  action  continued  in 
the  High  Court,  Mr  Simon 
Hughes,  SLD  MP  for  the 
Southwark  constituency  in 
which  Doreen  lived,  was  plan¬ 
ning  to  raise  the  case  in  the 
Commons  amid  allegations  of 
a  cover-up  by  Southwark. 


Mr  Simpson:  He  suspended 
social  worker. 

Doreen  died  in  hospital 
from  a  brain  haemorrhage  on 
September  13  last  year  after  a 
tortured  life  at  her  parents' 
filthy  council  flat  at  Arnold 
House.  Doddington  Grove; 
Walworth,  south  London. 

She  never  had  toys  with 
which  to  play  and  slept  on  a 
quilt  on  the  floor  when  she 
was  not  locked  in  a  wardrobe 
as  a  punishment,  whimpering 
with  cold  and  fed  a  diet  of 
potato  crisps  and  beefburgers. 

Twice  her  stepfather  held 
her  face  under  bathwater  for 
up  to  two  minutes  as  a 
punishment  for  refusing  to  eat 
and  then  pumped  the  water 
out  of  her  before  she  drowned. 

However,  the  most  painful 
torture  she  endured  was  from 
her  stepfather's  determination 
to  straighten  her  crippled  left 
leg  which  had  been  fractured 
five  times  in  her  lifetime.  To 
do  this  he  forced  her  to  stand 
for  up  to  two  hours  at  a  time 
until  she  fainted,  sometimes 
holding  her  in  place  against  a 
wall  with  his  head  pressed  into 
her  stomach  while  he  manipu¬ 
lated  the  leg  with  his  hands.  By 


comparison  the  poorly 
clothed  and  frightened  little 
child’s  other  miseries  were 
minor — left  alone  in  her  room 
for  up  to  24  hours  while  her 
parents  stayed  in  bed  and 
watched  the  television  or 
played  interminably  their 
collection  of  Elvis  Presley 
music  on  which  they  spent 
their  money  when  they  were 
not  gambling. 

The  jury  of  six  women  and 
five  men  -  reduced  by  one 
after  one  was  injured  in  a  road 
accident  -found  them  guilty  of 
manslaughter  by  a  10- 1  major¬ 
ity  and  unanimously  guilty  of 
cruelty. 

Often  clearly  upset  by  the 
evidence,  the  jury  was  told 
that  Doreen’s  final  fatal  injury 
was  paiisprf  when  she  was 
either  slammed  against  a  wall 
or  dropped  head-first  on  to  a 
table. 

She  died  when  a  life  support 
machine  was  turned  off  by 
doctors  with  the  permission  of 
her  mother. 

Mason,  the  product  of  a 
broken  home,  was  said  never 
to  have  wanted  Doreen.  She 
had  lost  her  first  child  Kail 
when  he  died  from  cot  death 
syndrome  at  10  weeks  in  1985. 
But  the  little  boy  also  had 
injuries  which  did  not  contrib¬ 
ute  to  his  death  and  Mason 
allegedly  once  told  a  social 
worker  be  had  been  smoth¬ 
ered.  It  was  for  this  reason 
Doreen  was  placed  on  South¬ 
wark  council’s  at-risk  register 
when  she  was  only  18  days 
old. 

The  judge  told  Mason  and 
Aston  that  “the  offence  of 
which  you  have  been  con¬ 
victed  was  not  due  to  any 
momentary  loss  of  control  on 
an  isolated  occasion. 

“Prosecution  counsel  in  my 
judgement  was  entirely  ac¬ 
curate  when  he  described  your 
conduct  towards  that  child 
during  the  last  few  weeks  of 
her  life  as  one  of  escalating 
violence.” 

Both  of  them  knew  that,  on 
Friday,  September  11  last 
year,  a  day  before  Doreen  was 
taken  unconscious  into  hos¬ 
pital,  she  “despaiately  needed 
medical  attention. 

“You  knew  that  she  was  ill 
that  Friday,  but  instead  of 
taking  her  to  the  doctor  or  a 
hospital  you  selfishly  indulged 
yourself  by  going  on  a  record- 
buying  spree”  the  judge  said. 


A  poison  plot  in 
Alice’s  world 


if 

V'  is  ■V'> 


Two  Droids  celebrating  (he  winter 
solstice  yesterday  within  the  Inner 
Circle  of  Stonehenge,  watched  by 
some  of  the  several  hundred  trav¬ 
ellers  who  gathered  to  take  part  in 
the  ceremony,  which  began  at 


8.15  am  and  lasted  for  an  hour. 
Meanwhile,  police  arrested  five 
hippies  who  assembled  to  mark  the 
solstice.  They  were  detained  on  a 
variety  of  charges,  including  drink- 
driving  and  driving  while  disquali¬ 


fied.  The  police  had  swooped  on 
their  camp  of  tents  and  their  convoy 
of  cars,  lorries  and  battered  vans 
and  buses  which  had  gathered  near 
the  ancient  circle  of  stones  on 
Salisbury  Plain,  Wiltshire. 


We  observed,  earlier  this 
week,  that  the  British  public 
harbours  an  unshakeable 
conviction  that  somebody  is 
trying  to  poison  it  We  con¬ 
cluded  that  Mrs  Cunie’s  star 
was  sure  to  rise  again. 

We  have  been  vindicated. 
Mrs  Currie  is  already  on  her 
way  to  becoming,  with  Nel¬ 
son  Mandela  and  Sarah 
Tisdall,  one  of  the  great 
martyrs  of  our  age.  And  the 
spectre  of  another  great 
poisoning  plot  gripped  the 
House  anew  yesterday. 

If  s  rotten  meat  this  time: 
and  it  has  all  the  elements  of  a 
great  conspiracy.  The  meat  is 
foreign  —  better  still,  it  is 
Irish.  And  it  has  come  in 
under  EEC  regulations  (Boo, 
hiss!)  Best  of  all,  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  declares  that 
there  is  “No  cause  for  con¬ 
cern”.  Run  for  your  stomach- 
pumps,  citizens! 

It  fell  to  the  Democrats* 
Matthew  Taylor  (Truro)  to 
raise  the  alarm.  Shipments  of 
Irish  meat  had  foiled  West 
Country  health  checks. 
“Would  the  minister  take 
steps  to  ensure  that  meat 
entering  the  UK  from  the 
Republic  of  Ireland  is  fit  for 
human  consumption?"  John 
MacGregor,  the  Agriculture 
Minister,  replied. 

The  occasion  was  in  the 
best  traditions  of  the  House; 
It  was  confused  and  un- 
enlightening  all  at  cross- 
purposes.  The  minister 
avoided  or  misunderstood 
questions,  while  questioners 
never  came  to  grips  with 
answers.  A  series  of  non- 
sequiturs  and  crossed-lines, 
an  Alice-Through-The-  Look¬ 
ing-Glass  world. 

Mr  Taylor  said  Mr  Mac¬ 
Gregor’s  Irish  counterpart 
h art  declared  that  our  min¬ 
istry  had  not  contacted  his. 
Mat£regor  said  that  it  had. 
This  was  not  resolved. 

Ulster’s  James  Molyneaux. 
complaining  about  “Some 
EEC  countries”  (no  mention 
of  “Catholic”)  asked  whether 
it  was  true  that  only  5  per  cent 
of  meat  imports  were  actually 
checked,  so  some  could  have 
slipped  through  the  net? 

Mr  MacGregor,  who  had 
just  told  us  that  ’The  im¬ 
portant  point  is  that  the 
system  of  checking  has 
worked”,  replied:  “Obviously 
it  is  not  possible  to  check 
every  consignment”  David 
Curry  (Sltipton  and  Ripon) 
repeated  the  question:  was  all 
meat  checked?  MacGregor 
replied  that  there  was  no 


evidence  that  problems  had 
been  found  outside  the  West 
Country. 

Sir  David  Price  (Eastleigh) 
asked  whether  the  offending 
Irish  abattoir  was  EEC-ap¬ 
proved.  The  minister  said 
that  it  must  have  been.  “But 
it  wasn’t!”  we  heard  a  stated 
Sir  David  complain.  His 
complaint  went  unanswered. 

Then  Robin  Maxwell-* 
Hystop  (Tiverton)  asked  if 
the  checks  were  made  an  the 
documentation,  or  on  the 
meat  itself.  Mr  MacGregor 
replied  that  ft  certainly  was 
an  interesting  question 
whether  the  meat  had  deteri¬ 
orated  before  or  after  the 
documentation. 

Labour's  Tom  Cox 
(Wandsworth)  exploded.  In 
the  tones,  and  with  the  look, 
of  an  apoplectic  greengrocer, 
he  asked  whose  laws  we  were 
under  —  British  or  foreign? 
The  minister  replied  that  we 
set  excellent  standards. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Hansard  reporters  prepare 
their  drafts  on  those  rolls  of 
continously  unwinding, 
paper.  If  individual  leaves 
were  used,  and  if  these  were, 
by  any  mischance,  shuffled 
randomly,  there  would  be  no 
thread  of  argument,  no  nar¬ 
rative,  no  logical  sequence, 
no  sign  of  engagement  by  one 
human  intellect  with  another, 
no  evidence  of  the  applica¬ 
tion  ofa  single  human  intelli¬ 
gence...  by  which  the 
fragments  of  the  occasion 
could  be  pieced  together  into 
a  true  replica. 

Parliament  resembled  one 


where,  after  hours  of  fruitless 
attempt,  it  turns  out  that  the 
components  do  not,  in  fact, 
fit  together  into  any  pictureat 
alL..  I  wandered  bleakly  oul 

My  return  found  the  Home 
Secretary  outlining  sew  laws 
on  Official  Secrets:  the  Secret 
Policemens'  Bill. 

Mr  Hurd  was  explaining 
that  it  would  be  quite  lawful 
for  someone  who  suspected 
his  telephone  was  tapped,  to 
publish  this  -  unless,  he  told 
Mr  Hattersley,  the  citizen  had 
reason  to  believe  his  belief 
was  true.  Then,  if  those 
reasons  were  well-founded,  if 
would  be  an  offence.  Poor 
Alice. 

What  will  this  do  for  press- 
standards?  Only  die  most  ill- 
founded  stories  will  be 
lawful.  This  is  a  charter  for 
Sunday  Sport. 

Matthew  Parris 


Manhunt  after  police  discover  huge  IRA  bomb  cache  in  London  suburb 


Continued  from  page  1 

volver  with  a  full  chamber 
found  in  the  Renault. 

The  cache  is  the  largest 
found  in  London  this  decade 
and  among  the  biggest  found 
by  police  on  the  mainland. 

The  IRA  is  thought  to  have 
large  supplies  of  Semtex  which 
may  have  been  smuggled  into 
Britain. 

Mr  Harry  Nicoll,  aged  36, 
who  lives  in  a  flat  near  by, 
said:“I  remember  hearing  a 
loud  bang  not  long  after  1  went 
to  bed  just  after  midnight  1 


just  thought  it  was  a  car 
backfiring  so  1  went  back  to 
deep.  “The  next  thing  I  knew 
was  food  banging  an  my  door 
and  neighbours’  doors  and  a 
police  officer  asked  us  to  leave 
the  area  because  there  had 
been  a  shooting  and  a  man 
had  escaped.” 

The  families  were  taken  to 
local  police  stations  where 
they  were  interviewed  about 
die  new  occupants  of  Staple- 
hurst  Court 

“We  were  sitting  around 
having  a  cup  of  tea  and  a 
detective  told  us  a  gunman 


bad  escaped  and  some  ammu¬ 
nition  and  explosives  had 
been  found  in  flat  number 
eight  We  were  all  shocked  to 
hear  that,”  added  Mr  NicolL 

Intelligence  sources  believe 
tire  active  service  unit  would 
only  have  been  in  London  for 
a  short  time,  perhaps  three  or 
four  weeks.  “But  they 
wouldn't  have  arrived  cold,” 
one  source  said. 

“All  the  organization  for  the 
Operation  would  have  been 
arranged  by  permanent  IRA 
staff  who  live  on  the  main¬ 
land.  So  if  they  were  planning 


to  bomb  Hatreds  or  some¬ 
where  like  that,  it  would  not 
have  taken  very  long.” 

to  Ulster,  foe  IRA  spends 
months  planning  a  major 
attack.  Aware  that  security  is 
always  much  higher  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  than  on  the  main¬ 
land,  active  service  units  have 
been  known  to  postpone  ac¬ 
tion  for  weeks  or  even 
months. 

“They  have  a  greater  degree 
of  flexibility ,”  one  source  said. 
“But  on  foe  mainland,  they 
are  sent  over  to  do  a  specific 
job.  Urey  don’t  have  foe  same 


flexibility  nor  foe  support  for 
switching  plans  and  delaying 
an  operation.  So  provided  foe 
cell  in  London  has  not  already 
planted  bombs  with  timing 
devices,  foe  operation  has 
hopefully  been  scuppered.” 

A  source  in  Belfast 
sai±MOver  here  the  IRA 
would  never  have;  had  a 
member  of  an  active  service 
unit  sitting  or  sleeping  in  foe 
bade  of  a  car  prior  to  an 
operation.  It  would  have 
immediately  aroused  sus¬ 
picion  amongst  tire  security 
authorities  who  are  constantly 


on  the  look-out  for  anything 
suspicious.” 

The  flat  in  Staplehurst 
House  was  a  “safe  house”, 
presumably  picked  by  one  of 
the  “sleepers”  living  on  the 
mainland,  sources  said. 

There  bad  been  no  specific 
intelligence  warning  that  an 
active  service  unit  was  in 
London.  However,  military 
and  government  establish¬ 
ments  have  been  on  a  high 
state  of  vigilance  since  the 
IRA  bombing  campaigns  ear¬ 
lier  in  tire  year.lt  was  also 
recognized  that  Christmas 


could  be  foe  most  likely  time 
for  an  IRA  attack. 

Military  establishments  are 
currently  on  a  “Blade  Special” 
alert  status.  Had  there  been  a 
definite  intelligence  tip-off  of 
an  IRA  operation,  foe  alert 
would  have  been  raised  to 
“Bikini  Amber”. 

The  Staplehurst  Court  dev¬ 
elopment  comprises  about  30 
flats  built  for  rented  accom¬ 
modation  about  25  years  ago 
by  the  then  Labour-controlled 
Wandsworth  Council.  In  the 
past  20  years,  wifo  foe  Conser¬ 


vative  taking  over,  most  of  tire 
flats  have  been  sold  off  with 
recent  sales  fetching  an  av¬ 
erage  of  £55,000. 

It  is  still  unclear  if  foe  two 
wanted  men  living  at  fiat 
number  8  had  bought  the 
accommodation  or  were  rent¬ 
ing  it.  Twenty  years  ago,  foe 
area  —  which,  is  situated 
between  Wandsworth  Com¬ 
mon  and  Clapham  Common 
—  had  a  relatively  large  Irish 
presence  but  this  has  merged 
with  an  increased  Caribbean 
element  several  yearn  ago. 
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WORD-WATCHING 

A  daily  safari  through  the 
language  jangle.  Which  of  the 
possible  definitions  is  coned? 

By  Pbffip  Howard 
MOREEN 

a.  Ah  Irish  maiden 

b.  A  sttmt  corded  fabric 

c.  A  helmet  vizor 

COPACETTC 

a.  With  extra  add 

b.  OK 

c.  A  police  detective 
LAPIDATE 

a.  To  throw  stones  at 

b.  Rabbit-tike 

e.  To  sift  or  garble 
SOLANDER 

a.  The  sod  goose 

b.  To  soothe  or  coosoie 

c.  A  box  like  a  book 

Answers  on  page  20 


Scotland  and  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  will  have  sunny  inter¬ 
vals  and  showers,  some  heavy  with  hall  and  thunder  especially 
in  the  north  and  west  of  Scotland.  There  will  be  snow  on  hills. 
After  a  cloudy  start  northern  England  will  become  brighter 
with  a  few  showers  in  the  west.  The  rest  of  England  and  Wales 
will  have  a  cloudy  day  but  with  bright  intervals  in  die  east. 
Outlook:  mild,  rain  or  drizzle  in  places,  windy  in  the  north. 


ABROAD 


AROUND  BRITAIN 


Aiwdrta 

Algiers 


ACROSS 

I  Dance  written  by  Ireland  to  a 
danseose  (9). 

6  Managed  to  put  finishing  touch 
to  wall  (5). 

9  Just  one  on  either  side  of  the 
keeper  (7). 

10  Strait-laced  girl  enters  into  the 
joke  (7). 

11  Hold  note  to  file  (5). 

12  Bat  gets  a  black  eye  to  nurse  for 
a  start  (9). 

13  Confused  to  a  great  degree 
through  illness  (8). 

15  Note  Hemy's  pulse  (4). 

19  Son  —  could  be  the  third  (4). 

20  Son  of  currant,  say,  in  plum 
cake  (8). 

23  How  Samuel  helped  himself? 
(9). 

24  On  the  way  bade,  notice  tea  in 
country  house  (5). 

26  Damned  setter  has  disappeared! 

27  Detail  in  bit  of  news  is  an  eye- 
opener  (7). 

28  Often  pickled,  servant  has  10 
leave  (5). 

29  Portray  .  separately  incidental 
information  (9). 


DOWN 

1  Miserable  nark’s  state  in  Amer¬ 
ica  (4,5). 

2  Poet,  student  or  accountant  (5). 

3  It  is  used  for  shelling  before  the 
soldiers  go  in  (3-5). 

4  Difference  in  pitch  produces  a 
break  (8). 

5  How’s  (hat  for  an  attraction?  (6). 

6  Yellow  plate  (6). 

7  Pul  heroic  creation  in  “A 
Gentle  man  of  Verona”  (9). 

8  He  was  capped  while  still  at 
school  (5). 

14  It’s  growing  late  for  embarkation 
(7*2). 

16  Distinctive  feature  ofa  maiden 
in  Tennid  original  (9). 

17  Hen  perhaps  spotted  beetle  (8). 

18  Sound  this  as  you  pass  Acton, 
perhaps?  (8). 

21  Gogol’s  characters  include  one 
woman’s  man  (6). 

22  Monstrous  woman  to  note  in 
biblical  kingship  (6J. 

23  A  place  of  changing  moods  (5J. 

25  A  cold  fish  to  embrace  (5). 
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MARKETS 

THE  POUND 

FT  30  Share 

1435.0  (-3,3) 

FT-SE  100 

1772.6  (-4.8) 

USM  (Datastream) 
145.77  (-0.15)  9 

US  dollar 

1.8075  (-0.0005) 

W  German  mark 
3.2029  (-0.0018) 

Trade-weighted 

77.5  (-0.3) 
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LAW  26 
SPORT  30-34 


David  Brewerton 


Conflict  of  interest  fear  over  NatWest  inspector 


■  What  do  the  big 
money  manipulators  see 
for  the  New  Year,  and 

where  will  they  put  their 
cash?  Find  out  in  The 
77mss  on  Monday. 

■  Family  Money's 
Santa  discovers  some  of 
the  joys  and  pitfalls  of 
struggling  through  the  tax 
and  investment  maze. 

Join  him  in  the  game  of 
seasonal  snakes  and 
ladders  on  Saturday. 

Plan  for  Suter 

Three  executive  directors  of , 
Suter,  the  industrial  conglom¬ 
erate,  have  confirmed  they  are 
putting  together  a  possible 
management  buy-out.  Suter 
shares  rose  15p  to  204p. 

Tempos,  page  24 

Peel  attacks 

Peel  Holdings  launched 
another  attack  on  bid  target 
London  Shop,  the  retail  prop¬ 
erty  company.  Peel  claimed 
London  Shop's  growth  in  net 
asset  per  share  had  been  poor. 

Tempus,  page  24 

STOCK  MARKETS 

New  York 

Dow  Jones - 2164.82  (-1.25}* 

Tokyo 


By  Richard  Thomson 
and  Cliff  Feltham 

Mr  Michael  Crystal  QC,  one  of  the 
two  inspectors  appointed  this  week 
by  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  to  look  into  share  dealings 
by  County  NatWest,  has  frequently 
acted  as  counsel  for  National 
Westminster  Bank,  it  emerged 
yesterday. 

His  relationship  with  NatWest 
raises  the  question  of  a  conflict  of 
interest  in  his  role  as  an  investi¬ 
gator  into  the  affairs  of  the  cl carer’s 
merchant  banking  subsidiary. 

Mr  Crystal  acted  directly  for  the 
clearing  bank  as  recently  as  last" 
year,  in  a  case  where  the  bank  was 


concerned  about  the  appointment 
of  receivers  in  relation  to  a  client 
company  which  had  run  into 
financial  trouble. 

Mr  Crystal,  a  banking  and 
insolvency  expert,  has  also  acted 
indirectly  for  NatWest  on  several 
occasions,  by  representing  receiv¬ 
ers  appointed  by  the  bank's  Recov¬ 
ery  Department. 

In  a  statement,  the  DTI  said: 
“Neither  Mr  Crystal  nor  the  DTI 
consider  that  there  is  any  conflict 
of  interest.  He  has  in  the  past 
worked  for  National  Westminster’s 
recovery  branch.  Mr  Crystal  has 
never  had  any  connection  wth 
County  NatWest  or  County 


NatWest  Securities."  The  DTI 
added  that  MrCrystal  would  not  be 
acting  on  behalf  of  NatWest  during 
the  period  of  the  inquiry. 

The  DTI  confirmed  that  an 
inquiry  has  already  begun  into 
County's  acquisition,  in  September 
last  year,  of  a  9.5  per  cent  stake  in 
Blue  Arrow,  the  employment 
agency. 

The  investigation,  which  follows 
two  internal  inquiries  by  NatWest, 
will  involve  examining  docu¬ 
mentation  relating  to  County's 
dealings  with  Blue  Arrow,  and 
interviewing  present  and  former 
staff  of  the  merchant  bank.  The 
main  inquiry  is  into  the  division  of 


the  stake  into  two  pans  of  less  than 
5  per  cent,  neither  of  which  were 
disclosed  at  the  time. 

Mr  Malcolm  Glover,  a  partner  in 
Wilde  Sapte.  one  of  NatWest's 
solicitors,  said  that  the  firm  had 
used  Mr  Crystal  to  represent  the 
bank.  He  added:  “Mr  Crystal  is 
bound  to  have  acted  on  some 
liquidation  cases  where  NatWest 
was  a  debenture  holder." 

He  pointed  out,  however,  that 
most  QCs  specializing  in  banking 
law  would  have  acted  for  a  bank  as 
large  as  NatWesL 

“If  the  DTI  was  looking  for  a  top 
QC  in  this  field,  there  is  a  good 
chance  that  most  have  acted  for 


NatWest  at  some  time,"  Mr  Glover 
added. 

Mr  Crystal  has  acted  directly  and 
indirectly  for  most  of  the  leading 
British  banks  in  recent  years. 

Meanwhile.  Blue  Arrow  has 
insisted  that  Phillips  &  Drew  is  still 
its  stockbroker,  despite  reports  that 
the  firm,  which  acted  as  adviser 
alongside  County  NatWest  in  the 
£837  million  rights  issue  to  pay  for 
the  acquisition  of  Manpower,  was 
about  to  be  dismissed.  There  was 
no  reaction  from  P&D  last  night. 

Blue  Arrow  has  recently  begun 
using  hazards.  the  merchant  bank, 
in  preference  to  County  NatWest. 
The  employment  agency  said  it  had 


adopted  this  move  to  avoid  any 
possible  conflict  of  interest  which 
might  arise  in  view  of  County 
NatWesfs  own  large  shareholding 
in  Blue  Arrow. 

But  this  step  has  been  widely 
interpreted  as  a  move  towards 
appointing  a  new  set  of  advisors. 
Blue  Arrow  is  keen  to  distance 
itself  as  much  as  possible  from  the 
investigation  into  County  Nai- 
Wesi's  role  in  the  rights  issue  and 
its  subsequent  holding  in  Blue 
Arrow. 

Disclosures  about  P&D's  own 
handling  of  the  share  placing  after 
the  issue  are  bound  to  have  added 
to  Blue  Arrow's  embarrassment. 
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•  Market  news  on  Stock- 
watch  yesterday  included: 
Plessey  (02468)  came 
back  from  suspension  and 
gained  6p:  merchant 
banks  were  up  on  hopes 
that  they  have  reached  a 
support  level,  with  Klein- 
wort  Benson  (01014)  8p 
higher  and  SG  Warburg 
(02581)  up  3p;  among 
losers  were  Internationals, 
with  Reuters  (02706)  4p 
cheaper  and  ICI  (01348) 
losing  3p;  British  Airways 
(01846)  lost  ip  on 
disappointment  that  it 
cannot  buy  Air  New 
Zealand. 

•  Recent  additions  in¬ 
clude:  Thorpac  8%  conv 
pref  03537;  Venture  Plant 
03538;  Compass  Trust 

03540.  r  , 

•  Calls  charged  5p  for  o 
seconds  peak,  12  seconds 
off  peak  inc.  VAT. 
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US  senators 

seek  Plessey 
bid  inquiry 


By  John  Bell  and  Bailey  Morris 

Members  of  the  US  Sen-  the  driving  force  behind  the 
ate  Armed  Services  Com-  call  for  an  investigation  by  the 
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mittee  have  called  for  a 
full  investigation  of  the 
£1.7  billion  bid  for 
Plessey  in  order  to  exam¬ 
ine  its  effect  on  US  nat¬ 
ional  security. 

Committee  members  are 
understood  to  be  concerned 
over  the  future  ownership  of 
Plessey,  which  has  a  number 
of  top-secret  Defence  Depart¬ 
ment  contracts. 

They  have  also  expressed 
disquiet  over  the  USSR  trad¬ 
ing  relationships  of  Siemens, 
the  West  German  group  which 
is  bidding  jointly  with  GEG 
A  key  source  of  unease  is  the 
recent  agreement  under  which 
Siemens  will  design  and  build 
a  reactor  for  the  USSR  incor¬ 
porating  the  latest  generation 
of  nudear  technology. 

US  representatives  on 
CoCom,  a  joint  committee  of 
the  leading  industrialized 
countries  which  polices  strate¬ 
gic  exports,  have  already  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  over  the 
transfer  of  nudear  technology 
to  the  Eastern  bloc. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  bid, 
GEC  will  acquire  a  50  per  cent 
interest  in  Siemens  defence 
interests  and  Plessey’s  US 
defence  operations  will  be 
split,  with  Siemens  taking  a  49 
percent  stake. 

The  Times  understands  that 


.  department  is 
Senator  Strom  Thurmond,  a 
leading  member  of  the  Armed 
Services  Committee  and  a 
hawk  on  military  matters. 

Senator  Thurmond  has  told 
Mr  Nicholas  Brady,  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Secretary,  that  Plessey's 
US  subsidiaries  are  involved 
in  what  he  describes  as  "some 
of  the  most  critical  and  sen¬ 
sitive  US  defence  technol¬ 
ogies.”  In  a  letter  to  Mr  Brady 
he  cites  anti-submarine  war¬ 
fare  systems,  a  state-of-the-art 
communications  network  de¬ 
signed  to  distribute  informa¬ 
tion  to  US  forces  and  other 
"special  access”  Defence 
Department  programmes. 

"The  acquisition  of  Pless¬ 
ey’s  US  operations  which  are 
entrusted  with  these  and  other 
technologies  vitally  important 
to  the  US  defence  programme 
possibly  raises  important  im¬ 
plications  for  US  national 
security  especially  in  the  light 
of  recent  activities  of  Siemens 
AG,”  he  says. 

He  expresses  concern  over 
Siemens  agreements  to  supply 
"leading  edge”  nuclear  and 
medical  technology  to  the 
USSR,  especially  in  the  field 
of  high-temperature  gas 
cooled  reactors.  This  technol¬ 
ogy  may  hold  the  key  to  the 
future  of  the  US  commercial 
nuclear  programme  and  may 


be  deployed  in  the  US  atomic 
weapons  programme.  Senator 
Thurmond  says. 

He  is  calling  for  an  in¬ 
vestigation  under  powers 
given  in  the  recent  US  Trade 
Act  The  so-called  Exon-Flo- 
rio  amendment  enables  in¬ 
vestigations  of  foreign 
investments  in  the  US  to  be 
challenged  on  the  grounds  of 
national  security. 

Since  the  law  was  passed  in 
August,  there  have  been  more 
than  IS  requests  from  US 
companies  asking  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  challenge  foreign 
investments.  A  US  Treasury 
official  confirmed  that  the 
department  had  received  a 
request  from  Senator  Thur¬ 
mond  and  would  be  issuing  a 
formal  reply,  possibly  this 
week. 

The  US  Commerce  Depart¬ 
ment  said  that  the  Trade  Act 
was  so  new  that  many  of  the 
regulations  assigning  func¬ 
tions  and  authority  to  the 
various  agencies  involved  had 
not  yet  been*  promulgated.  A 
spokesman  declined  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  concerns  of  US 
representatives  to  Cocom 
over  nuclear  generator  tech¬ 
nology.  He  said  all  Cocom 
deliberations  were  top  secret 
Senator  Thurmond  said  in 
his  letter  that  there  was  a 
strong  case  for  a  full  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  takeover's  effects 
on  US  national  security. 


Early  BCG 
payment 
ruled  out 

The  chances  of  the  go-ahead 
being  given  before  mid-Janu¬ 
ary  for  an  interim  payout  to 
most  investors  in  Baiiow 
Clowes  group  have  been  ruled 
out  in  the  High  Court. 

Mr  John  Lindsay,  QC,  for 
Mr  Michael  Jordan  and  Mr 
Nigel  Hamilton,  the  joint 
liquidators  of  Barlow  Clowes 
Gill  Managers  (BGGM1,  the 
British  arm  of  the  collapsed 
investment  group,  gave  the 
news  to  Mr  Justice  Peter 
Gibson  yesterday. 

It  had  been  hoped  that  a  25p 
in  the  £1  holding  payment 
could  be  made  to  some  6.000 
investors  who  had  placed  their 
money  via  Midland  Bank. 

The  payment  depends  on 
the  consent  of  the  Gibraltar  - 
based  Barlow  Clowes  Inter¬ 
national  and.  in  turn,  needs 
the  consent  of  the  Crown 
Colony’s  courts. 

Mr  Lindsay  said  Gibraltar 
court  time  was  not  likely  to  be 
available  until  after  January  9. 
_  Barlow  Cowes  Internat¬ 
ional  investors  have  been  told 
bv  the  joint  liquidators  that 
their  interim  payout  cannot  be 
effected  until  after  court  hear¬ 
ings  on  rights  in  the  new  year. 


Plastic  cartels  in 
£40m  EEC  fines 

From  Michael  Dynes,  Brussels 


Imperial  Chemical  Industries, 
British  Petroleum  and  Shell, 
with  20  other  leading  petro¬ 
chemical  companies,  were 
fined  more  than  £40  million 
by  the  European  Commission 
yesterday  for  participating  in- 
two  illegal  price-fixing  and 
market-sharing  cartels  be¬ 
tween  1980  and  1984. 

The  fines  were  announced 
after  a  five-year  investigation 
by  the  Commission’s  com¬ 
petition  watchdog,  respon¬ 
sible  for  enforcing  the  compet¬ 
ition  provisions  of  the  Treaty 
of  Rome,  which  involved  a 
series  of  dawn  raids  on  com¬ 
pany  premises  throughout  the 
European  Economic  Com¬ 
munity. 

The  cartels  were  operated  in 
the  low-density  polyethylene 
sector,  used  to  make  film 
packaging,  and  the  PVC  sec¬ 
tor,  used  for  a  variety  of 
construction  products,  soft 
furnishings  and  toys,  where 
the  companies  had  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  market 

The  cartels  first  came  to 
light  in  October  1983.  during  a 
separate  investigation  into 
anti-competitive  practices  in 


the  polypropylene  sector,  as  a 
result  of  which  IS  petrochemi¬ 
cal  companies  were  also  fined. 

“The  Commission  has 
taken  its  decision  because  of 
the  dear  infringement  of  the 
Treaty,”  said  Mr  Peter  Suther¬ 
land.  the  outgoing  Com¬ 
petition  Commissioner.  "It  is 
particularly  important  in  the 
context  of  1992  to  ensure  that 
competition  in  the  Common 
Market  is  not  distorted,  other¬ 
wise  restricted  behaviour  and 
cartels  will  fragment  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  raise  costs  for  other 
producers  and  consumers.” 
The  Commission  said  that  the 
PVC  cartel  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  October  1980,  in 
response  to  a  sudden  contrac¬ 
tion  in  demand  following  the 
boom  year  of  1979. 

Confiscated  documents 
demonstrated  that  the  cartel 
had  been  operating  a  quota 
system  until  the  middle  of 
1984. 

BASF,  the  West  German 
company,  was  given  the  larg¬ 
est  fine  of  about  £7  million. 
ICL  Shell  and  BP  were  fined 
£4  minion,  £1.1  million  and 
£50,000  respectively. 


RR  and  NEI  merger  talks  break  down 


RETCH  TBIEVNOfl 


Problems  on  price:  Sir  Francis  Tombs  of  Rolls-Royce,  which  has  felled  to  reach  agreement 


Pilkington  in  German  move 


By  Colin  Narbrough 

Pilkington,  the  glassmaker, 
plans  to  make  a  cash  offer  of 
up  to  £110.5  million  for 
minority  interests  in  its  pub¬ 
licly-quoted  West  German 
glass  and  plastics  subsidiaries, 
Flachglas  and  Dahlbusch  Ver- 
waltungs. 

The  company  expects  the 
move,  part  of  a  restructuring 
plan  for  its  West  German 
operations  ready  for  the  Single 
European  Market  in  1992,  to 
save  Pilkington  £10  million  a 


year.  The  offer  will  be  fin¬ 
anced  through  the  issue  of 
preference  shares  to  institu¬ 
tional  investors  in  West 
Germany. 

A  new  wholly-owned  hold¬ 
ing  company,  Pilkington 
GmbH,  will  acquire  the 
group's  shareholdings  with 
loans  at  an  initial  average 
interest  cost  of  6  per  cent. 

Pilkington  acquired  the 
majority  holdings  —  79.5  per 
cent  in  Flachglas  and  82.9  per 
cent  in  Dalbbusch  —  in  1980, 
paying  the  French  group  BSN 


£170  million  in  cash.  The 
two.which  control  about  20 
per  cent  of  the  West  German 
market,  have  been  increas¬ 
ingly  profitable  under  Pilking- 
ton  control  and  have 
contributed  significantly  to 
group  profits. 

The  minorities'  share  of 
Flachglassand  Dahlbusch  pre¬ 
tax  profits  was  said  to  be  about 
£13.7  million  for  the  15 
months  to  March  31  this  year. 

The  offer  has  been  cal¬ 
culated  in  accordance  with 
West  German  company  law. 


By  Derek  Harris 
Industrial  Editor 

Merger  talks  between  Rolls- 
Royce.  the  aeroengine  maker, 
and  Northern  Engineering  In¬ 
dustries  (NEI)  have  broken 
down.  The  City  had  expected 
a  cash  takeover  bid  to  value 
NEI  at  about  £350  million. 

Rolls-Royce,  which  has 
built  up  a  4.7  per  cent  stake  in 
NEI.  has  held  discussions  with 
NEI  aimed  at  a  takeover  or 
merger  but  Rolls-Royce  said 
last  aighi  that  the  price  gap 
had  proved  unbridgeable,  it 
had  not  made  an  oiler,  said  a 
spokesman.  The  talks  had 
been  discontinued  with  no 
plans  for  reviving  them,  he 
added. 

Rolls-Royce,  whose  chair¬ 
man  is  Sir  Francis  Tombs,  will 
consider  the  future  of  its  NEI 
stake  of  1 1  million  shares  “in 
due  course.”  When  the  stake 
was  revealed,  however,  it  said 
it  regarded  it  as  an  investment 
on  which  it  would  receive  a 
satisfactory  income. 

The  logic  of  a  merger  would 
have  been  to  create  a  company 
better  able  to  take  advantage 
of  the  emerging  market  in 
power  generation  after  the 
privatization  of  the  electricity 
industry. 

Rolls-Royce  uses  versions 
of  its  gas  turbine  engines  to 
produce  industrial  power 
units  which  can  be  used  to  lop 
up  electricity  supplies,  while 
NEI  builds  much  bigger  power 
generators. 

At  one  stage  during  the  talks 
the  possibility  of  joint  ven¬ 
tures  rather  than  a  merger  was 
mentioned  These  are  still  not 
precluded  although  no  pos¬ 
sibilities  are  being  pursued. 

The  question  is  whether  an 
alternative  bidder  has  been 
waiting  in  the  wings  to  jump 
in  when  Rolls-Royce  made  a 
bid  and  whether  it  might  now 
make  a  move.  Although  the 
likeliest  apparent  contender 
would  be  Lord  Weinstock’s 
General  Electric  Company, 
NEf's  main  rival  in  large-scale 
power  generation,  GEC  was 
reported  to  have  ruled  itself 
oul  Speculation  centred  on 
BICC  and  FK1  Babcock  or 
possibly  a  large  civil  engineer¬ 
ing  contractor. 

There  was  no  comment  last 
night  from  NEI. 


High  Court 
ruling  fuels 
water  fight 

The  scramble  for  control  of 
statutory  water  companies  is 
likely  to  intensify  after  a  High 
Court  decision  freeing  water 
authorities  to  buy  stakes  in 
their  private  rivals  before 
privatization. 

The  Water  Companies  Ass¬ 
ociation  has  lost  its  attempt  to 
establish  that  share-buying  by 
Southern  Water  and  North¬ 
umbrian  Water  was  inconsis¬ 
tent  with  their  obligations 
under  the  1973  Water  AcL 

Southern  Water  has  stakes 
in  the  West  Kent,  Mid  Sussex 
and  Eastbourne  water  com¬ 
panies.  It  is  now  likely  to  be 
able  to  block  agreed  bids  for 
West  Kent  and  Mid  Sussex 
from  SAUR  of  France. 

Comment,  page  25 


Chief  executive  profits  from  GrandMet  takeover 

Loser  is  a  winner  in  Pillsbury  battle 


From  Bailey  Morris 
Washington 

In  the  midst  of  his  abortive  struggle  to 
retain  control  of  Pillsbury,  Mr  Philip 
Smith  prepared  to  protect  his  own  flanks 
in  the  event  of  defeat  A  classic  form  of 
the  US-spawned  “golden  parachute  was 
devised  to  safeguard  the  financial  in¬ 
terests  of  senior  management  Ip  No¬ 
vember,  as  the  battle  with  Grand  Met¬ 
ropolitan  raged,  Pinsbiuy  decreed  that 
MrSroilh  and  his executive team  would 
receive  double  their  safery  and^  bonus 
packages  as  "liquidated  damages  in  the 
event  of  a  change  in  command. 

For  Mr  Smith  alone  this  amounted  to 
$2  million  (£1.1  million)  bringing  the 
total  he  stands  to  gam  from  fos  five- 
month  tenure  as  chief  executive  of 
Pillsbury  to  $8  million. 

Even  in  corporate  a  America, .where 
colden  parachutes,  platinum  handshakes 
iod  mega-buyout  contracts  are  a  way  of 
life,  the  compensation  terms^ere  star¬ 


tling.  Given  PiUshur/s  poor  earnings 
and  mounting  shareholder  ire  over  exec¬ 
utive  compensation  packages,  few  had 
expected  Mr  Smith  to  profit  this  much. 

It  was  largely  because  of  the  compen¬ 
sation  package  that  would  have  enriched 
Mr  F  Ross  Johnson,  the  chief  executive 
of  RJR  Nabisco,  that  the  angry  Nabisco 
board  voted  against  ins  management-led 
buyout  During  the  six-week  dual  be¬ 
tween  Nabisco's  management  and 
Kohlberg  Kravis  Roberts,  the  invest¬ 
ment  firm,  Mr  Johnson  was  widely 
criticized  over  what  he  stood  to  gain.  Not 
only  did  he  stand  to  make  millions  from 
the  buyout,  but  there  were  reports  ofhigh 
living  during  his  days  at  Nabisco.  Huge 
sums  were  spent  on  corporate  lodging  in 
Palm  Springs,  California,  on  special 
security  measures  for  Mr  Johnson  and 
on  a  fleet  of  corporate  jets  so  vast  it  was 
known  as  the  “RJR  Air  Force.” 

Mr  Smith’s  rewards  are  more  modest, 
but  only  by  comparison.  When  he  was 
lured  away  from  General  Foods  on 


August  I,  he  negotiated  an  annual  salary 
of  $625,000  in  addition  to  a  bonus  of 
$375,000  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end-May 
1989.  This  would  have  doubled  under 
the  liquidation  pact  He  would  also 
receive  annual  retirement  benefits  esti¬ 
mated  at  more  than  $200,000. 

Thanks  to  lucrative  stock  options  and 
his  own  large  holdings,  Mr  Smith  will  be 
able  to  tender  an  estimated  75,000  shares 
to  GrandMet  at  $66  each.  Most  of  these 
were  intended  as  long-term  incentives 
but  now  they  amount  to  a  windfall  profit 
fra-  Mr  Smith.  Pillsbury's  stock  has 
moved  from  about  S37  to  $66  a  share. 

As  GrandMet  dosed  in  on  the  deal  this 
month,  Mr  Smith  negotiated  another 
perk.  Pillsbury  guaranteed  to  protect  his 
investment  in  his  SI.53  million  house  in 
the  exclusive  suburb  of  Deephaven  near 
Minneapolis.  Pillsbury  and  its  parent, 
GrandMet,  will  buy  the  house  from  Mr 
Smith  at  the  price  he  paid  if  he  is  unable 
to  sell  it  within  six  months  of  his 
termination  ns  chief  executive. 


Norman  Macrae,  Deputy  Editor 
of  The  Economist,  retires  this  week 
after  40  years  with  the  paper. 

When  he  began  writing  in  1948, 
he  thought  it  unlikely  the  world  would 
last  as  long  as  it  has. 

Readers  will  be  glad  to  know  he 
takes  a  more  optimistic  view  of  the 
next  40  years  in  his  parting  shot, “The 
Next  Ages  of  Man? 

That’s  not  all.  The  Double  Issue 
of  The  Economist  tells  you  about 
brand  names, embassies, young  econ¬ 
omists, famous  foreigners  in  Britain... 
and  God. 

Its  out  now,  £2. 


Economist 
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BUSINESS  ROUNDUP 


US  record  producer 
takes  Chrysalis  stake 

Chrysalis  Group,  the  troubled  record  company,  has  found  a 
new  supporter  in  Mr  David  Geffea,  the  US  record  label 
owner,  prod  ocer  and  writer,  who  has  emerged  with  a  SJ69  per 
cent  stake. 

Mr  Geffen  is  one  of  the  longest-established  names  in  the 
US  music  business  and  a  long-time  friend  of  Mr  Chris 
Wright,  the  Chrysalis  chairman,  who  controls  45  per  cent  of 
the  group.  “He  thinks  the  share  price  is  grossly  undervalued, 
and  couldn't  resist  baying  some,”  said  Mr  Wright,  who  added 
that  the  bolding  was  a  friendly  one.  The  two  had  links 
through  Miss  Debbie  Harry,  the  Chrysalis  singer  whom  Mr 
Geffea  managed  in  the  US. 


Profits  slip 
at  Batleys 

Hatleys,  the  Yorkshire  cash 
and  carry  group,  saw  pre-tax 
profits  slip  from  £628,000  Co 
£521,000  in  the  six  months 
to  end-Qctober.  Earnings  per 
share  fell  from  236p  to 
2.l0p,  but  the  interim  divi¬ 
dend  is  held  at  0-5p.High 
opening  and  operating  costs 
of  new  warehouses  and  bank 
borrowing  are  expected  to 
reduce  net  profits  for  the 
year. 


Payout  rise 
at  Sterling 

Sterling  Industries,  683  per 
cent  owned  by  Cayzer  Trust, 
is  lifting  its  interim  dividend 
from  Ip  a  dare  to  l.lp  after 
a  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  from 
£711,000  to  £986,000  in  the 
six  months  to  eud-Septem- 
ber.  Earnings  per  share  are 
331p  (2.42p).  Sterling's 
main  asset  is  its  83  per  cent 
holding  in  Caledonia  In vest- 
merits,  although  if  is  building 
up  engineering  interests. 


Hughes  takes  option 

Hughes  Food  Group  has  taken  an  option  to  acquire.  «  any 
time  over  the  next  two  years,  G  Barradough,  the  Bradford 
soft  drinks  company  currently  the  subject  of  a  financial  rescue 
by  Mr  John  Hughes,  the  Hughes  chairman.  Hughes 
shareholders  will  have  to  give  approval  to  any  acquisition, 
with  Mr  Hughes  abstaining  from  voting.  The  purchase  price 
would  be  a  nominal  sum  plus  his  costs  and  expenses. 

Mr  Andy  Johnson,  the  Hughes  finance  director,  said  that 
since  Mr  Hagbes  took  control  in  October,  Barradoogh  had 
performed  “extremely  wen,"  with  profits  of  £300,000. 

Perkins 
expansion 

Perkins  Foods  Is  paying  2 3 
million  guilders  (£691,000) 
for  Champex,  a  Dutch  distri¬ 
butor  of  canned  and  chilled 
mushrooms.  It  is  the  main 
Dutch  exporter  of  file  pro¬ 
duce  of  Champifri,  a  Dutch 
company  bought  by  Perkins 
in  July.  The  vendors  have 
tokwi  FI  1375  million  in 
cash  and  the  balance  in  new 
shares,  depending  on  profits. 


New  system 
for  Liffe 

The  London  International 
Financial  Futures  Exchange 
has  fully  implemented  its 
Trade  Registration  System, 
which  allows  all  futures  and 
options  trades  to  be  matched 
and  confirmed  within  an 
hour  of  execution.  TRS  will 
be  introduced  next  year  by 
the  London  Traded  Options 
Market,  providing  a  common 
system  with  Liffe. 


IMI  buys  in  Germany 

IMI  has  acquired  the  outstanding  75  pa  cent  of  Iintra  Iin- 
eartransporter  of  West  Germany  it  doe a  not  own  for  DM28 
million  (£9  miltiaa)  to  a  deal  which  expands  its  find  control 
interests  there. 

The  existing  25  per  cent  in  Linfra,  which  makes  pneumatic 
rodless  cylinders,  is  held  by  IMTs  Norgren  Martonair  subsi¬ 
diary.  Dr  Trevor  Lamb,  a  main  IMI  board  director,  said  the 
pneumatic  rodless  cylinder  market  was  growing  at  25  percent 
annually  round  the  world. 

Sale  Tilney 
in  £6m  deal 

Sale  Tflney  is  buying  Tesla 
Engineering,  which  designs 
and  electromagnets, 

for  £6  million  cash.  Tesla 
operates  from  six  units  on  a 
site  in  Storrington,  Sussex. 

Its  turnover  for  the  year  to 
end-September  was  £436 
million,  with  pre-tax  profits 
of  £2.1  miUiou.  Prospects  for 
Tesla  are  encouraging,  the 
company  says. 


Rockware 

acquisition 

Rockware  Group  is  buying 
75  per  cent  of  Dartmgton 
Glass,  toe  glass  tableware 
producer,  for  £3.7  million  in 
cash.  The  balance  is  being 
retained  by  the  Harrington 
Hall  Trust.  For  the  year  to 
end-March  Dartington 
showed  profits  of  £334,000, 
before  tax  and  covenant  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  trust,  on  a 
turnover  of  £63  urillkm. 


f  TEMPUS  ) 

Suter  heads  for  bargain  basement 

_  ftivnunnd  ffC  fktlffl  hal-  deal  is  that  it  linte 


Suler  share¬ 
holders  will  be  glad  of  any 
kind  of  exit  from  the  increas¬ 
ingly  tangled  affairs  of  Mr 
David  Abell's  once  high-flying 
conglomerate.  But  the  offer 
expected  to  emerge  from  the 
management  buyout  team  is 
unlikely  to  be  generous. 

The  management  team  — 
which  includes  all  the  exec¬ 
utive  directors  except  Mr 
Abell  and  Mr  Mike  Riley,  who 
is  in  charge  of  property  opera¬ 
tions  —  is  thought  to  be  talking 
to  existing  shareholders,  some 
of  whom  have  probably  al¬ 
ready  given  their  blessing  to  a 
notional  exit  figure. 

What  they  are  in  effect 
doing  is  calculating  how  for 
they  can  decently  pitch  their 
bid  below  the  260p  a  share  on 
offer  at  one  stage  from  Thom¬ 
son  T-line. 

The  reaction  of  Sutter’s  non¬ 
executive  directors,  and  its 
financial  adviser,  Robert 
Fleming,  will  be  significant, 
particularly  if  the  eventual 
price  is  especially  mean. 

The  “fire  sale"  at  Suter  has 
run  for  more  than  a  year  now 
—  ever  since  allega¬ 
tions  about  Mr  Sitter's  busi¬ 
ness  affairs  on  Channel  4, 
which  are  now  the  subject  of 


generous  or  merely  doubled 
Its  management's  ability  to  get 
the  best  out  of  the  Suter  assets. 

Even  assessing  a  fair  break¬ 
up  value  for  Suter  is  com¬ 
plicated.  Large  chunks  of  the 
half-way  profits  came  from 

property  and  share  dealing, 
and  the  latter  will  be  boosted 
by  Banner  Industries  exercis¬ 
ing  its  option  over  27  per  cent 
of  AvdeL  The  only  other 
significant  stake  is  almost  30 
per  cent  of  Metal  Closures, 
worth  £14  million. 

Mr  Matthew  Sutherland  at 
Kksnwort  Benson  Securities 
is  looking  for  £40  million  pre¬ 
tax  from  Suter  in  calendar 
1988,  of  which  £27  million 
will  come  from  the  core 
industrial  and  distribution 
businesses. 

On  this  basis  230p  a  share, 
which  seems  a  four  bet  on 
where  the  management  will 
pitch  its  offer,  represents  an 
exit  multiple  of  little  more 
than  10  times  and  values  the 
company  at  £272  million. 
Hardly  generous;  but  it  might 
tempt  shareholders  who  have 
seen  a  foil  from  a  pre-crash 
320p,  not  to  mention  gam¬ 
blers  who  moved  in  at  180p  in 
the  hope  of  a  bid. 


pletely  throwing  its  own  bal¬ 
ance  sheet  out  of  killer. 

As  it  is.  Peel  shareholder 
meet  today  to  approve  its 
plans  for  a  rights  issue  to 
finance  its  takeover  bid.  Its 
shares  are  currently  sagging 
below  the  30Qp  rights  price. 

London  Shop  shareholders 
Should  wait  for  the  valuation 
before  deciding  whether  to 
take  Peel’s  money,  or  sell  in 
the  stock  market. 


Delta 


tance  to  the 
takeover  bid. 


£282  million 


Peel  is  claiming  that  Lon¬ 
don  Shop,  with  75  per  cent  of 
Peel  is  claiming  that  Lon-  its  PO^o  in  the  retail 
don  Sbop'7 performance  has  «****»  15  .»?*  *****  ^posed 
been  di^jpomting  in  view  of  to  a  possible  slump  in  retail 

its  specialist  retailing  niche,  sajes- 


legal  action. 

The  only  bargain-hunter  yet  LOHGOI1  JilQp 

detected  picking  through  the  — - .  —  - 

damafiari  stock  has  been  Mr  John  'Whittaker’s  Peel 
Thomson.  Opinions  are  divid-  Holdings  has  intensified  its 
ed  over  whether  its  bid  foiled  campaign  to  take  over  London 
because  Thomson  sharehold-  Shop,  the  retail  property  com¬ 
ers  felt  the  terms  to  be  too  pany  putting  up  stout  resis- 


and  goes  on  to  discredit  its 
growth  in  net  assets  compared 
with  other  property  invest¬ 
ment  companies. 

London  Shop  is  again  ac¬ 
cused  of  bad  management  of 
its  development  properties,  on 
the  grounds  that  over  the  last 
three  years  only  nine  develop¬ 
ments  or  mqjor  refurbish- 
meats  have  been  completed  — 
a  “pathetic”  performance, 
according  to  Fed. 

If  London  Shop's  rating  has 
suffered  in  the  past,  it  is 
probably  because  it  has  tended 
to  concentrate  on  the  less 
glamorous  parts  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  sector,  such  as  suburban 
shopping  parades. 


sales. 

Feel  argues  that  it  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  cake  the  risk  on 
buying  these  properties  be¬ 
cause  they  will  be  cushioned 
against  such  a  foil  by  being 
part  of  a  wider  based  portfolio. 

London  Shop  will  shortly 
unveil  a  revaluation  aimed  at 
either  flashing  out  an  increase 
on  FeeTs  current  offer  of  3 1 5p 
a  share  cash,  or  convincing 
shareholders  that  the  bid 
should  be  thrown  oul 

Peel,  already  bolding  29.9 
per  cent  of  London  Shop,  is 
within  stiffing  distance  of 
victory.  But  if  London  Shop's 
valuation  throws  up  a  figure  of 
around  350p,  as  some  analysts 
suspect,  it  will  be  stretched  to 
secure  control  without  com- 


Delia's  decision  to  set  up  a 
joint  cables  company  with 
Hawker  Siddeley  is  the  sort  of 
development  the  market  has 
awaited. 

For  Delta,  the  1970s  were 
characterized  by  recession;  the 
1980s  by  slow  but  steady 
profits  improvement.  The 
1 990s  are  open  for  expansion. 

Delta  Crompton  Cables  (64 
per  cent  owned  by  Delta,  36 
per  cent  by  Hawker  Siddeley) 
could  be  just  the  start  of  a  new 
approach  to  Europe  in  part¬ 
icular  and  to  business  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  general. 

And  because  it  fellows  hard 
on  the  heels  of  last  month's 
£20  million  acquisition  of  FL 
Surpreoant,  the  US  high-tech¬ 
nology  cable  manufacturer,  it 
demonstrates  that  a  new  spark 
is  running  through  Delta. 

In  the  past  18  months.  Delta 
has  spent  £265  million  on 
acquisitions  and  more  are  in 
the  pipeline. 

The  essence  of  the  latest 


deal  is  to  '•  li^s  up 
nfemcnian  activities  ol  both 
groups,  tom  which  rations- 
fizaiion  benefits  are  hound  to 
spring. 

Delta  retains  under  us  own 
control  various  aspects  9\lts 
cables  division  (comprising 
cable  operations  and  c.reuit 
protection  and  coniron.  mclu- 
ding  FL  Surprcnani.  but  since 
toe  joint  operations  involve 

nine  s,t«.  a  more  streamlined 

operation  should  evoi*  c. 

Ttiis  in  turn  would  give 
Delia  Crompton  the  cnttcal 
mass  to  properly  challenge 

European  markets. 

Wito  a  combined  estimated 
turnover  of  £200  million,  the 
new  group  has  every1  prospect 
of  holding  12  per  cent  of 
Britain's  annual  £1.5  billion 
cable  market,  still  dominated 
by  BICC  with  £400  million  of 
domestic  sales. 

Net  assets  of  the  two  are  put 
at  £75  million,  and  last  year's 
combined  profits  totalled 
£23.4  million. 

Della  is  about  to  close  off  its 
1988  financial  year,  and  after 
posting  pre-tax  profits  of£64.2 
million  in  1982  and  intenm 
profits  this  year  of  £34.1 
million  (£30.3  million),  the 
expected  result  is  about  £72 
million. 

Delta  has  been  linked  with 
RTZ  in  market  circles,  al¬ 
though  as  yet  no  evidence  has 
appeared  of  any  ties  but  even 
on  its  prospective  p/e  multiple 
of  8.25  the  shares  have  attrac¬ 
tions  in  their  own  right. 


Latin  American 
presidents  seek 
summit  on  debt 


Brasilia  (Renter)  —  The  presi¬ 
dents  of  seven  Latin  American 
debtor  nations  will  seek  a 
summit  with  leaders  of  the 
main  industrialized  countries 
to  analyse  the  debt  problem, 
Brazilian  officials  said  yes¬ 
terday. 

Argentina,  Brazfl,  Colom¬ 
bia,  Mexico,  Peru,  Uruguay 
and  Venezuela  say  they  want 
to  reduce  the  region’s  $420 
billion  (£233  billion)  debt  to 
ensure  economic  growth  and 
safeguard  the  area's  young 
democracies. 

Senhor  Carlos  Henrique 
Santos,  the  Brazilian  presiden¬ 
tial  spokesman,  said  the  Latin 
American  presidents  would 
seek  a  summit  with  the  leaders 
of  the  United  Slates,  Britain, 
Canada,  Japan,  West  Ger¬ 
many,  France  and  Italy. 

Brazil  is  co-ordinator  of  the 
Latin  American  group,  which 
last  week  held  a  meeting  of 
finance  and  economy  min¬ 
isters  in  Wo  de  Janeiro  to 
shape  a  debt  reduction  plan. 


The  meeting  smd  the  need  for 
debt  reduction  was  urgent 
Between  1983  and  1987  Latin 
America  transferred  more 
than  $100  biDum  to  creditor 
countries  and  the  region  is 
suffering  economic  crisis  wito 
no  prospects  of  real  growth. 

On  Sunday,  toe  World  Bank 
said  that,  although  toe  rise  in 
Third  World  debt  would  slow 
to  3  percent  in  1988  from  12 
per  cent  in  1987,  low  eco¬ 
nomic growth  in  many  debtor 
nations  meant  no  end  was  in 
sight  to  the  six-year-old  world 
debt  crisis. 

In  its  annual  world  debt 
tables,  the  Bank  put  Third 
World  debt  at  $1,300  billion. 

Mr  George  Bush,  US  Presi¬ 
dent-elect,  pleased  Latin  Am¬ 
erican  leaders  on  Monday 
when  he  said  he  would  under¬ 
take  a  major  review  of  US 
debt  strategy. 

Many  in  Latin  America 
hope  next  year  will  see  a 
breakthrough  in  solving  the 
crisis. 


DESIGN 

COMPETITION 

for  the  development  of  the 

First  Government 
House  Site 

and  adjacent  sites 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA 


In  17SS.  onl>  four  months  after  the  first  European 
settlement  on  Australia's  east  coast,  the  colony's 
First  Goxemmcm  House  was  built  on  a  site  which 
is  now  pan  of  S>dnc>*s  Central  Business  District. 
Tn  commemorate  this  event,  and  the  Bicentenary  of 
the  MWlcmcRC  of  the  colony  in  I7jts.  the  New 
South  Wales  Gmemment  fc>  convening  a  major  two 
stage  design  competition  for  ihe  development  of  the 
site. 

The  competition  will  elicit  designs  of  ihe  highest 
qualitj  which  conserve  and  commemorate  the 
historic  remains  and  buildings  and  which  provide  for 
a  significant  and  sympathetic  commercial 
development  of  the  remainder  of  the  eir>  block. 
Tin*  budget  for  the  total  project  will  be  in  excess  or 
5* A  SOU  million. 

The  competition,  leading  to  a  commission  to  design 
and  document  the  project  is  open  to  architects  or 
associations  of  architects,  one  of  whom  is  registered 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 

All  enquiries  to: 

Mr  Brian  Eastern 

Competition  Registrar 

First  Govcmmem  House  Site  Competition 

CA  NSW  Public  Works  Tender  Board 

Level  IS.  Slate  Office  Block 

Phillip  Street.  Sidney.  NSW  2000. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Telephone  102)  2385)98.  Fas  (021  228  >176. 


The  competition  &  promoted  jointly  by  the  New 
South  Wales  Stale  Government,  ihe  Council  of  ihe 
Cii\  of  Sidney,  the  State  Authorities 
Suivninnuation  Board  and  Comrcaliy  Young  Street 
Ltd  Svdncy. 

I 

The  Assessors  for  the  Competition  arc 
Prof  Peter  Mclniyrc  AO  Chairman 
Lindsay  Kelly.  Government 
Architect  Michael  Smith  ’ 

Sidney  Londish  Fritz  Stubcr 

Prof  Isabel  MeBryde  Prof  Peter  Webber 

The  lira  stage  of  the  Design  Competition  doses  on 
21  February.  1989. 

An  information  brochure  is  available  from  the 
Registrar. 

Alternatively,  a  Competition  Kit  containing  the 
brief  and  supporting  material  will  be  issued  upon 
receipt  of  a  SA>00  Registration  Fee. 

This  advertisement  H  not  part  of  the  Design  Brief. 


PUBLIC 
VV  WORKS 


Brierley’s  £229m  bid  wins 
battle  for  Air  New  Zealand 


from  Richard  Long 
Wellington 

Lord  King’s  British  Airways 
yesterday  lost  the  battle  to  buy 
Air  New  Zealand,  beaten  by  a 
consortium  set  up  by  Brierley 
Investments,  the  New  Zea¬ 
land  group  headed  by  Sir  Ron 
Brierley,  which  inducted  Qan- 
tas,  the  Australian  airline. 

BA  was  favoured  by  Air 
New  Zealand  management  — 
who  privately  lobbied  cabinet 
ministers  to  back  a  business 
arrangement  wito  the  British 
carrier  —  but  the  tender  price 
was  uncompetitive.  Mr 
David  Caygill,  New  Zealand’s 
new  finance  minister,  and  Mr 
Stanley  Rodger,  toe  minister 
for  state-owned  enterprises, 
said  the  NZ$660 mflhqn  (£229 
million)  sale  was  decided  on 
price. 

The  ministers;  announced 
the  sale  after  a  meeting  of  toe 
government  caucus.  They  de¬ 
clined  to  give  the  details  of  the 
unsuccessful  bid.  A  BA 


Sur  Ron:  successful  stator 


spokesman  said  that  toe  air- 
lute  was  disappointed  by  the 
decision.  He  said  that  BA 
believed  a  partnership  be¬ 
tween  it  and  Air  New  Zealand 
would  have  produced  signifi¬ 
cant  benefits  for  both  carriers. 

The  BA  consortium  was  led 
by  DFCf  toe  New  Zealand 


Lord  King;  disappointment 

company,  and  included  EEE, 
toe  big  Japanese  tourist  con¬ 
cern,  while  American  Airlines 
and  Japan  Airlines  also  form 
part  of  toe  successful  Brierley 
Investments-Qantas  consor¬ 
tium. 

The  New  Zealand  govern¬ 
ment  is  to  retain  a  special 


“Kiwi  share”  to  ensure  that  65 
per  cent  of  toe  airline’s  shares 
remain  in  New  Zealand  hands 
— a  move  regarded  as  essential 
to  preserve  toe  bilateral  land¬ 
ing  rights. 

At  least  30  per  cent  of  the 
shares  must  be  made  available 
to  toe  public  and  staff  of  toe 
airline.  Initially,  Brierley  In¬ 
vestments  will  have  to  pur¬ 
chase  65  per  cent  of  the  shares 
and  sell  on  at  least  30  per  cent 
to  the  public  and  staff  Under 
the  terms  of  the  agreement 
Brierley  Investments  cannot 
make  any  profit  on  the  sale. 

Market  experts  said  that 
without  these  hindrances  on 
the  sale  toe  airline  would  have 
fetched  a  much  higher  prices 

After  the  sdl-off  toe  share¬ 
holdings  will  be: 

•  Brierley  Investments  35  per 
cent;  public  and  staff  30  per 
cent;  Qantas  19.9  per  cent; 
American  Airlines  73  per 
cent,  and  Japan  Airlines  7.5 
percent. 


Labour  split  as  Lange  sells  Postbank 


In  another  important  dev¬ 
elopment  in  its  privatization 
programme  New  Zealand’s 
Labour  government  earned  a 
rift  within  toe  party  by  ann¬ 
ouncing  toe  sale  of  Bosthank 
to  the  ANZ  banking  group  for 
about  NZ$665  million  (£231 
million). 

The  final  price  is  to  be  on 
toe  basis  of  Postbank’s  net 
tangible  assets  at  the  time  of 


sale  next  March.  The  safe  of 
Fostbauk,  formed  when  the 
Post  Office  was  corporatized, 
is  specifically  opposed  by  toe 
Latoor  Party  manifesto  and 
Mr  Stanley  Rodger,  the  min¬ 
ister  far  state-owned  enter¬ 
prises,  confirmed  that  some 
MPs  bad  voted  against  toe 
move  at  yesterday’s  caacns 
meeting. 

The  government  decided  not 


to  accept  any  bids  for  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  which  is  84 
per  cent  gorentmeot-owoed,  as 
it  did  not  consider  the  offers  to 


The  sales  emphasize  that 
the  debt  retirement  pro- 
which  alms  to  retire 
114  billion  in  pnbtic  debt, 
by  1992,  is  IBoriy  to  continue  in 
spite  of  the  sacking  last  week 
of  Mr  Roger  Dooglas,  the 


finance  minister,  who  guided 
the  government's  economic 
reforms. 

Mr  Douglas  was  sacked  by 
Mr  David  Lange,  the  prime 
minister,  after  a  bitter,  year¬ 
long  fend  over  toe  pace  of 
economic  change. 

Mr  Douglas  challenged  Mr 
Lange  for  the  party  leadership 
at  the  caucus  meeting,  but  lest 
by  38  votes  to  15. 


Panel  urges  curbs  after 
Recruit  share  scandal 


From  Joe  Joseph,  Tokyo 


Responding  to  the  con¬ 
troversy  generated  by  the  Re¬ 
cruit  Cosmos  stock  market 
scandal,  a  Japanese  finance 
ministry  advisory  panel  has 
recommended  tougher  con¬ 
trols  on  stock  transactions 
before  the  shares  are  sold  to 
toe  public. 

The  proposals  are  aimed  at 
curbing  the  common  practice 
in  Japan  of  making  big,  tax- 
free  profits  from  the  usually 
wide  discrepancy  between  toe 
price  at  which  unlisted  shares 
■are  offered  privately  to  fa¬ 
voured  parties  and  the  price  at 


which  they  are  later  traded 
once  the  company’s  shares 
have  been  floated  on  toe  stock 
market 

The  practice  has  been  under 
fire  ever  since  toe  Recruit 
scandal  broke  in  July  and  put 
some  of  Japan’s  more  curious 
stock  market  habits  under 
closer  scrutiny.' 

The  recommendations, 
compiled  by  toe  Securities 
Exchange  Council,  were  sent 
to  Mr  Noboru  Takes  hi  la,  the 
Prime  Minister,  yesterday  and 
are  expected  to  be  put  into 
effect  in  ApriL 


Johnson  Matthey  says 
platinum  still  favoured 


By  CoHn  Campbell 

Johnson  Matthey,  the  pre¬ 
cious  metals  group  attempting 
to  soothe  market  nerves  about 
the  outlook  for  platinum  de¬ 
mand,  has  emphasized  that 
platinum  will  remain  over¬ 
whelmingly  toe  prune  metal 
for  use  in  antocatalysts. 

The  free  market  platinum 
price  and,  in  turn,  JM  and 
other  related  platinum  shares, 
have  traded  erratically  this 
week,  in  the  wake  of  toe 
statement  by  Ford,  the  United 
States  car  manufacturer,  that 
it  was  experimenting  wito 
other  metals  for  use  in  exhaust 


emission  control.  The  plat¬ 
inum  price  dropped  sharply 
last  Friday  and  was  again 
weak  on  Monday,  foiling  to 
$517  an  ounce. 

Although  the  price  has 
staged  something  of  a  recov¬ 
ery  and  was  traded  at  about 
$537  an  ounce  yesterday,  trad¬ 
ers  admitted  that  sentiment 
remains  fragile. 

JM  added  that  toe  stock 
market’s  reaction  to  the  Ford 
announcement  had  beat  “ex¬ 
aggerated,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  technical  possibilit¬ 
ies." 


President-elect  appoints  own  nominees  to  key  posts 

Bush  sends  ‘strong  message’  on  deficit 


From  Bailey  Morris 
Washington 

President-elect  George  Bush  has  ap¬ 
pointed  two  of  his  own  nominees  to  the 
National  Economic  Commission  to  try 
to  send  a  “strong  message"  to  world 
financial  markets  of  his  intention  to 
reduce  the  massive  US  budget  deficit 
Mr  Paul  Laxaft,  a  friend  of  President 
Reagan,  and  Mr  Thomas  Ashley,  a 
rasman  and  university 
Mr  Bush,  have  been 
to  the  14-member 


met  US  business  leaders  this  week. 
^There  is  going  to  be  a  battle  ahead  but  I 
intend  to  hold  the  line  on  taxes,”  he  said. 

Mr  Bush  is  known  to  be  concerned 
over  toe  reaction  of  financial  markets  to 
the  budget  battle  likely  to  ensue  after  his 
inauguration  next  month. 

He  attempted  to  reassure  markets  by 
stating  his  intention  of  communicating 


which  underscore  the  difficulty  of  avoid¬ 
ing  a  political  deadlock  over  the  budget 
Mr  Robert  Strauss,  the  Democratic  co- 
chairman,  has  emphasized  his  view  that 
a  deficit  solution  cannot  be  reached  with¬ 
out  raising  taxes.  His  Republican  coun¬ 
terpart,  Mr  Drew  Lewis,  has  suggested  a 


former 
colleague  o 
appointed 
commission. 

It  was  created  by  Congress  after  the 
stock,  market  crash  to  find  a  bipartisan 
solution  to  toe  budget  deficit  crisis. 

’The  swiftness  with  which  I  am 
making  these  appointments  underscores 
the  importance  I  place  on  the  need  to 
reduce  the  federal  budget  deficit,”  Mr 
Bush  said. 

But  he  clung  stubbornly  to  his  pledge 
not  to  raise  new  taxes  as  part  of  the  solu¬ 
tion,  a  promise  he  reiterated  when  he 


_ he  would  do  his  best  to  send 

frequent  signals  to  financial  markets,  as 
they  grappled  with  fears  over  rising  rates. 

Advisers  to  Mr  Bush  have  indicated 
that  he  wifi  press  for  very  steep  cuts  in 
social  programmes  at  die  outset  of  the 
budget  talks,  and  might  even  be  prepared 
to  accept  across-the-board  cuts  of  the 
sort  which  would  be  triggered  under  the 
Gramxn-Rudman-Hollings  law  if  a  com¬ 
promise  cannot  be  reached.  The  latter 
would  require  big  cuts  in  defence 
spending. 

The  commission,  com  prising  an  equal 
number  of  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
has  lad  several  tou^t  internal  battles. 


the  wealthy  as  the  centrepiece  of  his 
deficit-reduction  plan.  Neither  proposal 
is  supported  by  Mr  Bush. 

During  the  presidential  dectian  cam¬ 
paign,  Mr  Bush  indicated  he  would  pay 
little  heed  to  toe  recommendation  of  the 
commission,  which  he  described  pri¬ 
vately  as  a  tax-raising  paneL 

His  aides  said  it  was  unhkdy  he  would 
l&ke  advantage  of  toe  two  vacancies  on 
toe  commission  allocated  to  toe  incom¬ 
ing  President. 

Bui  yesterday  Mr  Bush  tried  to  put  this 
speculation  to  rest.  *T  am  looking 
forward  to  bearing  from  the  commission 
and  hearing  their  suggestions.  1  am  not 
looking  for  a  battle  wito  them  and  there- 
will  not  be  one,”  he  said.  V 
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Delta  and  Hawker  Siddeley 
link  in  £200m  cable  venture 


Delta  is  establishing  a  joint 
company  with  Hawker  Sid¬ 
deley,  in  which  both  groups 
will  pool  their  respective  cable 
interests  to  give  birth  to  a  new 
combine  with  an  annual  turn¬ 
over  of  at  least  £200  million. 

Delta  Crompton  Cables  is 
likely  to  be  second  in  the  £1.5 
billion-a-year  British  cable 
market,  currently  led  by  BICC 
with  domestic  sales  of  £400 
million.  Ownership  of  Ddla 


By  OnrCfty  Staff 


Crompton  will  be  in  the 
rafioDella  64  per  cent; 
Hawker  Siddeley  36  per  cent. 

Hawker  Siddeley  has  the 
option  to  increase  its  share¬ 
holding  to  49  per  cent  in  1992 
by  subscribing  for  additional 
shares  on  a  profit-related 
basis. 

As  a  joint  force,  the  new 
company  win  better  be  able  to 
tackle  opportunities  on  a 
European  scale  and  has  been 


formed  with  1992  in  mind, 
both  companies  said.  Hie  new 
company  will  come  into 
existence  on  January  1,  and 
'Delta  will  exercise  manage¬ 
ment  control  of  the  joint 
venture  through  the  provision 
of  a  shareholders’  agreement. 

Combined  profits  of  the  two 
operations  together  are  esti¬ 
mated  at  £23.4  million  with 
net  assets  of  £75  million, 
based  on  the  last  audited 


STC  wins  joint  $400m  contract 

'  _ • _ . _ _  _ 


STC,  the  electronics  group,  is 
sharing  with  NEC  of  Japan  a 
$400  million  (£221  million) 
contract  to  supply  a  fibre  optic 
cable  to  be  laid  in  the  north 
Pacific  Ocean  (Derek  Harris 
writes). 

The  5JJ75  mSe-foug  cable, 
the  longest  continuous  under¬ 
sea  cabling  ever  installed,  will 
link  the  United  States  with 
Japan,  and  is  dne  to  be 

completed  by  the  end  of  1990. 

A  letter  of  intent  on  the 


contract  has  been  signed  by 
the  co-parchasers,  Britain’s 
Cable  and  Wireless,  Inter¬ 
national  Digital  Conun  nn- 
katioas  of  Japan  and  Pacific 
Telecom  Cable  of  the  US- 

STCs  share  of  die  joint 
contract  includes  3300  miles 
of  cable,  as  well  as  some 
terminal  and  supervisory  equ¬ 
ipment.  The  cable  will  be 
partly  supplied  by  STCs 
Southampton  factory,  hot 
some  will  also  come  from  a 


new  STC  factory  In  Portland, 
Oregon,  which  is  dne  to  start 
operations  in  the  middle  of 
next  year.  The  other  equip¬ 
ment  being  supplied  by  STC 
will  be  made  at  its  British 
factories. 

Dr  Saul  Lanyado,  the 

managing  director  of  STC 

Submarine  Systems,  toe  STC 

subsidiary  involved  in  die 
contract,  said:  “This  brings 
oar  order  book  to  more  than 
$500  minion.” 


accounts.  Della’s  asset  con¬ 
tribution  is  being  marie  out  of 
its  electrical  equipment  di¬ 
vision,  and  involves  the  bulk 
-  but  not  all  -  of  its  cable 
operations. 

Delta’s  electrical  equipment 
division,  which  additionally 
indudes  circuit  protection  and 
control  operations,  achieved  a 
turnover  of  £291.4  million  in 
the  financial  year  ended  Janu¬ 
ary  2,  1988,  and  pre-interest 
profits  of £33.4  million.  Of  the 
profits  and  turnover  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  division,  cables 
were  responsible  for  60  per 
cent.  Delta’s  results  for  the 
1988  financial  year  are  ex¬ 
pected  Shortly. 

The  two  operations  brought 
together  in  Delta  Crompton 
will  involve  nine  different 
sites,  and  some  rationalization 
is  expected. 

Delta  recently  bought  for 
$33  million  (£18  million)  the 
US  cable  manufacturer  FL 
Surprenant,  not  included  in 
the  Hawker  deal 
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Confident  Leslie  Hancock,  exetathe  chairman  of  Arien 


Modest  rise  for  Arien 

*  By  Onr  City  Staff 


Piccadilly 
Radio  pays 
£13m  for 
Midlands 

By  Colin  Narbrough 
Piccadilly  Radio,  the  indepen¬ 
dent  local  radio  contractor  for 
Greater  Manchester,  has 
made  an  agreed  £13.1  million 
offer  for  Midlands  Radio 
Holdings,  which  operates  in 
the  Birmingham  and  Cov¬ 
entry  area.  The  merged  com¬ 
pany  will  be  called  Piccadilly 
Communications. 

In  independent  radio’s  big¬ 
gest  merger.  Midlands 
shareholders  are  being  offered 
II  new  Piccadilly  voting 
shares  plus  33  new  Piccaddilly 
non-voting  shares  for  every 
four  new  shares  in  Midlands. 

Mr  Cohn  Walters,  the 
Piccadilly  chief  executive  who 
will  head  the  merged  com¬ 
pany,  sees  the  tie-up  leading  to 
“healthy  profit  growth”  in  a 
sector  which  the  Government 
expects  will  provide  very  good 
growth  potential. 

The  move-  takes  Piccadilly 
into  the  top  three  in  indepen¬ 
dent  radio  and  will  give  it  1 17 
per  cent  of  the  market  com¬ 
pared  with  the  15  per  cent 
ceiling  contained  in  the  In¬ 
dependent  Broadcasting 
Authority’s  guidelines. 

Mr  Walters  foresees  plenty 
of  scope  for  expansion  in 
radio-linked  services,  such  as 
sponsored  networked  pro¬ 
grammes. 

Based  on  Tuesday’s  165p 
for  Piccadilly  non-voting 
shares,  each  new  Midlands 
share  is  valued  at  £18.60.  A  i 
special  2lp  dividend  will  also  ! 
be  paid  on  new  shares. 

There  is  a  cash  alternative 
of  £13.53  for  each  new  Mid¬ 
lands  share. 

Piccadilly  said  it  had  re-  , 
ceived  irrevocable  undertak-  : 
ings  to  accept  the  share  offer  1 
or  cash  alternative  from  hold¬ 
ers  of  51.8  per  cent  of 
Midlands. 

In  the  yearto  September  30, 
Piccadilly  had  a  pre-tax  profit  I 
of  £1.44  million  on  £9.39 
million  turnover.  Midlands, 
which  emerged  in  April  from  a 
merger  between  BRMB  Hold¬ 
ings  and  Midland  Community 
Radio,  reported  a  pre-tax 
profit  of  £1.1  milliOD  on  a 
turnover  of  £5.1  million. 


Arien,  the  electrical  products 
group  whose  March  year-end 
results  were  below  market  ex¬ 
pectations,  lifted  interim  pre- 


Minorco,  the  Luxembourg- 
based  group  led  by  Sir  Michael 
Edwardes  in  pursuit  of 
Consolidated  Gold  Fields,  has 
laid  three  formal  complaints 
about  CbnsGokTs  current 
advertising  campaign  in  lead¬ 
ing  national  newspapers. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  the 
Takeover  Panel,  the  Institute 
of  Chartered  Accountants  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  the 
Securities  and  Investments 
Board,  objecting  to  what 
Minorco  regards  as  “  mislead¬ 
ing  and  exaggerated  claims” 
about  ConsGold  interests. 

Objections  have  also  been 
lodged  with  Ernst  &  Whinney, 
ConsGold’s  auditors,  and  calls 
have  been  made  for  ConsGold 


The  company  remains  con¬ 
fident,  although  it  admits  that 
Government  policy  may  in¬ 
fluence  market  activity  in  the 
medium  term.  However,  re- 


By  Cofin  Campbell 

to  issue  a  correction  immed¬ 
iately. 

“As  a  29  per  cent  share¬ 
holder,  and  therefore  also 
sharing  29  per  cent  of  the 
costs,  we  object  to  this  waste 
of  shareholders'  money,” 
Minorco  said. 

“With  a  full-page  advert  in 
The  Tunes  costing  £14,000  a 
page,  and  other  double  spread 
adverts  costing  a  fortune, 
ConsGold  might  well  have 
spent  £1  million  already.” 

At  the  heart  of  Minorco’s 
complaint  is  ConsGold's 
claim,  in  a  bar  chart,  about 
gold  reserves,  which  Sir  Mich¬ 
ael  claims  is  “completely 
misleading.” 

ConsGdd  also  speaks  of 


tax  profits  to  end-September 

from  £754,000  to  £797,000.  cent  steps  taken  by  Arien  have 
Net  earnings  were  4.69p  a  laid  the  ground  work  for 
share  against  5. 13p.  growth. 

Turnover  was  £8.53  million  The  shares  stood  at  92p 
compared  with  £6.78  million,  yesterday. 


Advertising  angers 


Friendly 
lifts  hotel 
total  to  13 

By  Our  City  Staff 

Friendly  Hotels,  the  group 
being  built  up  by  Mr  Henry 
Edwards,  has  acquired  two 
three-star  hotels  in  Scotland, 
bringing  the  number  in  the 
group  to  13. 

The  purchases  —  from 
Staltis,  the  Glasgow  hotel  to 
nursing  home  group  —  are  the 
70-room  Station  Hotel  in  Ayr, 
Strathclyde,  and  the  50-room 
Commodore  in  Edinburgh. 
No  price  was  disclosed. 

Mr  Edwards  had  already 
bitilt  up  then  sold  Centre 
Hotels  and  Comfort  Hotels, 
the  national  groups,  to  Bass 
and  Ladbroke  respectively, 
before  starting  to  develop  the 
Friendly  chain  in  such  centres 
as  Birmingham,  Glasgow  and 
HulL 

He  has  also  added  the 
refurbished  Connaught 
Rooms  —  renamed  the  New 
Connaught  Rooms  — ;  to  the 
Eccleston  in  London. 

Two  three-star  hotels  are 
under  construction  in  Nor¬ 
wich  and  Caen,  Normandy. 

friendly  is  also ’involved  in 
the  construction  of  the  first 
British  floating  hotels  —  or 
floatels.  The  first  is  due  to 
open  next  year  on  a  riverside 
rite  in  North wich,  Cheshire. 


Minorco 


“our  Pbigera”  project  in  Pa¬ 
pua  New  Guinea,  which 
Minorco  says,  implies  Cons¬ 
Gold  both  owns  all  or  the 
majority  of  the  project,  and 
has  management  contn>L“Nol 
true;”  said  Sir  Michael 
ConsGokf  s  beneficial  interest 
inPoigeraisonly  16  per  cent 

Thirdly,  ConsGold  says: 
“By  1993  our  South  African 
‘Northam’  development  is 
projected  to  be  the  world's 
fifth  largest  platinum  pro¬ 
ducer.” 

Minorco  points  out  that 
ConsGold  has  a  39  per  cent 
stake  in  Northam  —  through  a 
direct  13  per  cent  interest  and 
through  a  38  per  cent  stake  in 
Gold  Fields  of  South  Africa. 


Bond’s 
street 
in  W8 

Despite  Tiny  Rowland’s  de¬ 
scription  of  brewing  tycoon 
Alan  Bond's  empire  as  “tech¬ 
nically  bankrupt,”  the  Austra¬ 
lian  entrepreneur  and  patron 
of  the  art  of  yachting — who  is 
still  sitting  on  21  per  cent  of 
Lonrho  -  is,  I  hear,  in  the 
process  of  buying  himself  a  £6 
million  home  in  London. 
Believed  to  be  unhappy  with 
the  £11  million,  2,000-acre 
Oxfordshire  estate  he  bought 
just  three  months  ago.  Bond 
has  now  opted  for  two  ad¬ 
jacent  private  homes  in  Ken¬ 
sington.  Between  them  their 
attractions  include  a  heated 
indoor  swimming-pool  com¬ 
plete  with  sauna,  Jacuzzi  and 
turkish  bath,  nine  bedrooms 
and  almost  as  many  bath¬ 
rooms.  The  two  adjoining 
freeholds  are  in  Cottesmore 
Gardens,  W8,  and  boast  a 
marble  entrance  hall,  an  enor¬ 
mous  conservatory  and  ornate 
decorations  and  furnishings  — 
as  well  as  a  private  lift  in  each 
property.  Maskells  of  Chelsea, 
which  handled  the  sale, 
refuses  to  disclose  any  further 
details.  It  also  declined  u> 
confirm  the  price  paid  for  the 
properties,  although  a  spokes¬ 
man  was  prepared  to  admit 
that  they  “had  been  sold  to  a 
prom  i  nen  t  i  nterna  n  onal 
businessman  for  less  than  £7 
million.”  When  pressed  as  to 
whether  the  acquisition  had 
been  made  by  Bond  . person¬ 
ally  or  by  one  of  his  com¬ 
panies,  lire  Maskells  man 

would  only  deliver  a  stem  no 
comment"  However,  other 
sources  suggest  that  the  latter 

is  the  purchaser. 
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Eat,  drink,  but  be  wary 


It  must  have  been  quite  a  send- 

off  _ the  celebration  that 

followed  the  news  that  James 
Wettings,  a  director  of  UK 
investment  at  Ward  ley  Invest¬ 
ment  Services,  had  been  of¬ 
fered  a  new  job  —  be  is  off  to 
work  for  Cazenove  in  Geneva 
—  prompted  Wardfey’s  man¬ 
aging  director,  the  Earl  iff 
Baclringframshire,  to  put  pen 
to  paper.  In  a  stern  mono.  The 
Festive  Season,  be  said:  “I 
expect  all  staff  to  maintain 


moderation  in  their  celebra¬ 
tions  over  the  Christmas  and 
New  Year  season.  In  particu¬ 
lar,  drinking  at  hmchtime 
should  be  carefully  controlled. 
There  is  no  need  to  take 
extended  lunch  breaks,  and  if 
you  wish  to  celebrate  I  suggest 
yon  do  ft  in  the  evening.  Our 
Christmas  party  on  the  boat  is 
also  last  approaching  and 
although  we  all  wish  to  enjoy 
ourselves,  some  decornm 
should  be  maintained.” 


Going  public 

When  Robert  Montague, 
chairman  of  Tiphook,  the 
container  and  trailer  rental 
company,  agreed  to  have  his 
picture  taken  forth©  release  of 
his  firm's  interim  figures  the 
other  day,  be  little  imagined 


he  would  have  to  perch  on  top 
of  one  of  his  own  trailers.  Still 
less  did  he  realize  that  because 
of  the  lack  of  parking  space 
close  to  the  Tiphook  head 
office  in  Bromley,  Kent,  the 
photo  ’  opportunity  would 
have  to  take  place  in  the 
middle  of  the  local  municipal 
carpark- “1  felt  such  a  fool”  he 
said.  “There  was  1,  on  top  of 
the  cab,  surrounded  by  all 
these  people  carrying 
Sainsbury’s  bags.” 

Shocking  filler 

At  last,  someone  has  invented 
a  “crass  index"  of  grossly 
over-priced  Christmas  pres¬ 
ents.  It  is  the  brainchild  of 
Raymond  DeVoe,  a  top  strat¬ 
egist  at  the  US  broker,  Legg, 
Mason,  Wood,  Walker.  Top  Of 
DeVoe's  list  are  a  bottle  of 
Chateau  Margaux.  on  sale  for 
$250,000  (£138,000),  and  250 
Andy  Warhol  watches  selling 
for  a  mere  $18,000  each. 


Common 

ground 

Forty  City  veterans  gathered 
at  the  WaldocfHotd  for  lunch 
yesterday  and  reminisced 
about  the  good  old  days.  The 
reunion  of  former  Phillips  & 
Drew  employees  was  or¬ 
ganized  by  Michael  Shiricy- 
Dale,  these  days  a  financial 
salesman  at  County  NatWesL 
So  eager  were  many  of  those 
attending  to  renew  old  acqu¬ 
aintances  that  they  had  taken 
the  entire  day  off  work,  rather 
than  have  to  dash  back  to  the 
Square  Mile  after  lunch. 
PAD’S  reputation  as  a  training 
ground  for  the  rest  of  the  Gty 
was,  I  am  informed,  upheld, 
with  Hoare  Govett,  Warburg, 
James  Capd,  ANZ  Mao- 
Canghan,  BZW,  Marshall  & 
Co,  Savory  Mffln,  Panmure, 
Nomura,  Chase,  Prn-Bache, 
County  and  Baring  among 
those  security  firms  repre¬ 
sented,  as  well  as  halfca-dozen 
food  management  businesses. 
Several,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  left  the  City  altogether, 
although,  sadly,  one  or  two  of 
those  were  said  to  be  reluc¬ 
tantly  “resting”  after  PAD’S 
night  of  the  long  knives  in  the 
sommer.  A  handful  of  current 
P&D  employees  were  brave 
enough  to  attend  this  “trai¬ 
tors’ hall,”  where  the  toast  was 
drank  to  “the  golden  age  of 
Phillips  &  Drew.”  And,  as  if  to 
prove  the  point,  the  lunch  is 
now  set  to  become  an  annual 
event  it  should  grow  lugger 
and  bigger. 

•  Yet  another  evocative  car 
number  plate  sighting  in  the 
Square  MDe  -  a  Mercedes 
convertible  sports  car  bearing 
the  delightfid  ficeoce  plate 
HOP  IN. 

Carol  Leonard 


London 
Life  votes 
invalid 

Resolutions  passed  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  proposed  merger  of 
London  Life.  Britain's  oldest 
mutual  insurer,  with  the 
Australian  Mutual  Provident 
Society  were  ruled  invalid  tty 
the  Court  of  Appeal  yesterday. 

Three  judges  decided  that 
the  decision  of  Mr  Oliver 
Dawson,  Loudon  Life's  presi¬ 
dent,  to  adjourn  a  stormy 
meeting  of  London  Life  policy 
holders  at  the  Barbican 
Centre,  London,  on  October 
19  to  the  Cafe  Royal  because 
so  many  people  turned  up  was 
unreasonable  and  invalid. 

The  resolutions  passed  were 

therefore  invalid. 

Mr  Julian  Byng.  a  London 
life  policyholder,  of  Wroth- 
am  Park,  Barnet,  Herts,  chal¬ 
lenged  the  validity  of  Mr 
Dawson's  decision,  claiming  a 
company  could  not  lawfully 
change  a  venue  without  giving 
a  fresh  notice  of  the  meeting. 
Law  Report^  page  26 

Reed  deal 

Reed  International  is  buying 
the  publishing  rights  and  as¬ 
sets  of  Equity  Publishing 
Cqrp,  of  Orford,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  its  subsidiary.  Eq¬ 
uity  de  Puerto  Rico,  of  Halo 
Rey,  Puerto  Rico. 

BET  takeover 

BET  has  acquired  Ships  Enter¬ 
tainment  Systems  of  Califor¬ 
nia.  SES  will  merge  with 
BETs  company,  WaJport,  to 
form  the  world's  leading  sup¬ 
plier  of  film  and  TV  enter¬ 
tainment  services  to  the 
marine  and  offshore  industr¬ 
ies. 

Profits  slump 

Amalgamated  Financial  In¬ 
vestments,  a  property  invest¬ 
ment  company,  has  seen 
profits  more  than  halve  from 
£1.33  million  to  £429,000  in 
the  year  to  end-September. 
Earnings  per  share  are  0.87p 
(4.78p). 

Payout  raised 

Electronic  Data  Processing  is 
paying  a  1 .725p  final  dividend 
for  the  year  to  end-September, 
making  2.375p  for  the  year 
against  2.1p.  Pre-tax  profits 
are  £1.37  million  against  £1.35 
million.  Earnings  per  share  are 
1 1.77p  against  1 1.97p. 

Kelt  claim 

The  Kelt  Energy-Carless  bid 
battle  rumbles  on.  Kelt  now. 
Haims  to  speak  for  76.85  per 
cent  of  the  Carless  equity,  but 
is  still  not  declaring  the  offer 
wholly  unconditional 


COMMENT 


Courts  leap  clumsily 
into  troubled  waters 


The  statutory  water  companies' 
attempt  to  kick  the  state  water 
authorities  out  of  play  has  back¬ 
fired  badly.  With  the  exception  of 
Southern,  and  for  a  brief  moment 
Northumbrian,  most  of  the  10  authori¬ 
ties  had  kept  out  of  the  scramble  for 
control  of  the  stautory  companies, 
which  supply  a  quarter  of  the  nation's 
water.  The  legal  position  was  uncertain, 
as  was  their  financial  authority  to  use 
what  is  still  taxpayers’  money.  Other 
authority  chairmen,  such  as  Roy  Wans 
of  Thames,  will  be  scanning  the  High 
Court  judgement  as  carefully  as  the 
principals  to  see  how  far  the  rules  of  the 
water  war  have  changed. 

It  may  not  prove  as  clearcut  as  firs! 
impressions  suggested.  For  instance,  the 
judges  came  out  against  Southern  using 
its  minority  stake  to  frustrate  a  merger 
between  the  West  Kent  and  East  Surrey 
companies.  It  is  also  for  from  clear  that 
authorities  could  take  over  water  com¬ 
panies  as  opposed  to  buying  stakes  in 
them.  Moreover,  Southern,  by  getting  in 
early,  bought  its  minority  stakes  in  three 
companies  for  what  now  looks  peanuts. 

The  cost  of  buying  now  would  have 
more  impact  on  authorities’  financial 
limits. 

The  outcome  is  likely  to  be  a  more 
intense  jockeying  for  position  during  the 
purdah  of  the  privatization  Bill's  com-  ' 


mittee  stage,  leading  to  a  series  of  stand¬ 
offs  between  the  authorities  and  the 
three  French  companies. 

This  will  come  first  in  the  Southern 
area  where  SADR  has  made  agreed  bids 
for  the  West  Kent  and  Mid  Sussex 
companies,  which  have  joint  manage¬ 
ment  Through  its  bizarre  alliance  with 
the  Australian  Duncan  Savilie.  South¬ 
ern  has  control  of  about  42  per  cent  of 
West  Kern  and  32  per  cent  of  Mid 
Sussex.  SAUR  will  pursue  its  bids,  but 
success  looks  remote. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  country, 
Lyonnaise  des  Eaux  has  some  last- 
minute  alarums  persuading  institutions 
to  accept  its  offers  for  Newcastle  & 
Gateshead  Water  and  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water,  which  closed 
yesterday.  The  Northumbrian  Water 
Authority,  in  whose  area  the  two 
companies  supply  more  than  half  the 
water,  was  rapidly  reconsidering  its 
position  last  night,  but  was  almost 
certainly  too  late.  It  set  off  the  agreed 
French  bids  by  buying  1  per  cent  stakes 
in  the  two  companies,  later  sold,  but  has 
bitterly  fought  the  French  takeover. 
Some  insurance  companies,  having  seen 
their  stakes  mutlipJy  in  value,  may  now 
decide  to  wait  for  a  complete  free-for-all 
after  privatization  in  a  year’s  time.  The 
acitivities  of  both  the  water  authorities 
and  water  companies  pension  funds 
should  also  prove  interesting. 


Hard  to  figure  out  the  truth 


How  on  earth  can  you  take  sensible 
economic  policy  decisions  when 
you  do  not  know  where  you  have 
been,  let  alone  where  you  are  or  where 
you  are  going?  The  question  posed  by  the 
all-party  Treasury  Select  Committee  in 
its  latest  report  on  the  Chancellor's 
autumn  statement  is  both  topical  and 
pertinent  in  a  week  when  the  Central 
Statistical  Office  has  had  effectively  to 
abandon  one  of  its  measures  of  growth  in 
the  economy. 

The  “appalling  discrepancies”  in  the 
national  accounts,  to  which  the  Com¬ 
mittee  refers,  have  been  around  for  years. 
But  recently  they  have  become  worse, 
partly  perhaps  because  the  parts  of  the 
economy  more  difficult  to  measure,  such 
as  the  service  sector,  have  become 
steadily  more  important 

The  Committee  notes  that  the  Cabinet 
Office  team  set  up  to  consider  the 
reliability  of  statistics  has  now  reported, 
but  its  findings  have  not  yet  been  made 


public.  One  is  beginning  to  wonder  if 
they  are  going  to  be  made  public  because 
of  the  potential  costs  of  achieving  any 
significant  improvement 

Ministers  will  certainly  need  to  be  very 
clear  about  the  gains  to  be  derived  from 
spending  a  lot  more  money  and  imposing 
burdens  on  business  before  they  try  to 
produce  a  better  guide  to  the  economy. 
But  they  should  also  reflect  on  the  costs 
of  getting  policy  decisions  wrong  on  the 
basis  of  faulty  data.  The  inflationary  cost 
to  the  economy  of  the  stimulus  in  the 
1972  Budget  at  a  time  when,  unbeknown 
to  ministers,  demand  was  already  recov¬ 
ering  was  huge.  Chancellors,  as  Mr 
Lawson  says,  must  use  their  judgement, 
but  that  judgement  will  be  better 
informed  by  more  reliable  statistics. 

The  judgement  needed  now  is  how  to 
keep  policy  tight  enough  to  squeeze  out 
inflation  without  tipping  the  economy 
into  a  recession.  Mr  Lawson  should  en 
on  the  side  of  caution. 


British  Syphon 
Industries  pic 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


To  Shareholders  intending  to  accept  the 
recommended  cash  offers  by 

Britannia  pic 

At  the  first  closing  date  of  16  December  1988,  Britannia 
held  rights  over  approximately  30  per  cent  of  the  ordinary  shares 
and  79  per  cent  of  the  preference  shares  of  British  Syphon. 

The  recommended  cash  offers  have  been  extended  until 
3pm  on  6  January  1989. 

ACT  NOW  TO  ACCEPT  THE  ORDINARY  AND  PREFERENCE  OFFERS 


Shareholders  are  reminded  that  Forms  of  Acceptance 
should  be  lodged  with  The  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  pic,  Registrar's 
Department,  by  3pm  on  Friday  6  January  1989. 

All  enquiries  to: 

The  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  pic 
Registrar's  Department 
Tel:  031 442  4111  Ext  26314 


|  Issued  by  Bankas  Hurt  International  Limited  a  member  of The  Securities  Association  on  behalf  of  Britanniaplc 

h  *  4 


BUSINESS  AND  FINANCE/LAW 


WALL  STREET 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER 221988 


C  STOCK  MARKET) 


LONDON  TRADED  OPTIONS 


New  York  (Beater)  —  Wall 
Street  shares  showed  little 
early  change,  traders  having 
already  balanced  books  for  the 
year.  The  Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average  was  up  2  points  at 

2,168  at  one  stage. 

•  Tokyo--  Share  prices  closed 


higher,  helped  by  a  late  round 
of  baying.  The  Nikkei  index 
closed  13025  up  at  29,698.19. 

•  Frankfurt  —  Share  prices 
sank  as  investors  took  profit 
The  DAX  index  slipped  12.03 
todoseatl.321.01. 
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Any  remaining  hope  of  some 
last-minute  Christmas  shop¬ 
ping  by  investors  evaporated 
after  a  warning  about  the 
British  economy  by  the 
Organization  for  Economic 
Co-operation  and  Develop¬ 
ment 

The  OECD’s  latest  forecast 
—  that  inflation  is  unlikely  to 
fall  next  year  and  the  trade 
deficit  will  grew  wider  — 
effectively  scuppered  hopes  of 
a  late  rally  by  share  prices  after 
toe  uncertainty  of  toe  past  few 
weeks. 

The  FT-SE  100,  having 
traded  in  narrow  limits 
throughout  the  day,  dosed  4.8 
lower  at  1,772.6.  But  selling 
pressure  was  light  with  dealers 
encouraged  by  the  undertone. 

A  total  of 474  million  shares 
were  traded  on  Scaq,  the  Stock 

Consolidated  Gold  Fields 
climbed  20p  to  £12^59,  helped 
by  activity  in  the  traded 
options  market  One  boll  of 
the  stock  is  reported  to 
have  trod  to  boy  a  large 
number  of  call  options,  bot 
in  the  thin  conditions  may 
have  only  completed  SO 
contracts,  equivalent  to  50,000 
shares. _ 

Exchange's  computerized 
trading  system.  Much  of  tins 
was  absorbed  by  bed  and 
breakfasting,  enabling  fund 
managers  to  establish  year- 
end  tax  losses.  The  narrower 
FT.  30  dosed  33  down  at 
1,435. 

The  news  that  talks  between 
Rolls-Royce  and  NET  had 
broken  down,  after  they  failed  I 
to  agree  terms  about  establish- 
ing  a  working  relationship, 
caught  those  dealers  who  had 
been  expecting  a  bid  for  NEI 
of  140p  a  share  on  the  hop. 

Market-makers  responded 
by  marirmg  the  shares  sharply 
lower.  But  after  dipping  to 
108p,  toe  .price  rallied  on 
hopes  that 'Rolls-Royce  will 
now  launch  a  hostile  bid.  It 
dosed  1  lp  down  at  1 15.5p. 

Ultramar  jumped  9p  to 
286p,  after  289p,  on  a  turn¬ 
over  of  more  than  3.5  millimi 
shares  as  takeover  hopes 
intensified. 

There  is  talk  that  Noverco 
and  Unigesco  of  Canada,  the 
4.3  per  cent  shareholders 
backed  by  Banque  Paribas, 
have  had  discussions  with  Sir 
Ron  Brieriey,  who  owns  a  14.1 
per  cent  stake,  and  Sovereign 


ULTRAMAR: 
bid  hopes  intensify 
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on,  with  2  per  cent,  about 
launching  a  break-up  bid. 

Speculators  have  been  drea¬ 
ming  of  a  possible  bid  since 
the  Canadian  consortium's 
interest  was  revealed  this 
month. 

The  cash-rich  Mr  Marcel 
Dutfl,  head  of  Noverco,  is  said 
to  be  eager  to  get  his  hands  on 
Ullramar’s  eastern  Canadian 
retail  operations  and  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  bid  330p-plus  a  share 
to  do  sa  Sir  Ron  is  considered 
a  willing  seller  at  £3  a  share. 

British  SteeL  which  has 
rarefy  strayed  from  the  60p 
partly-paid  price  since  deal¬ 
ings  began  on  December  5, 
attracted  a  turnover  of  24 
million  shares  and  dosed  ftp 
better  at  60.5pt, 

The  shares  yesterday  made 


their  debut  as  a  constituent  of 
the  FT-SE  ZOO-share  index, 
replacing  Abbey  Life  which 
has  now  completed  its  deal  to 
merge  certain  financial  in¬ 
terests  with  Lloyds  Bank. 
Demand  for  British  Steel  re¬ 
flected  interest  from,  fund 
managers  linked  to  the  index. 

Shares  of  Camford  En¬ 
gineering,  the  automotive  en¬ 
gineer,  surged  I9p  to  195p, 
after  touching  198p.  The  com¬ 
pany  says  an  attempt  is  being 
made  to  build  up  a  substantial 
holding  and  is  urging 
shareholders  to  sit  tighL 

On  Tuesday,  Markheath 
Securities,  publicly  quoted 
investment  arm  of  the  Austra¬ 
lian  businessman,  Mr  John 
SpaMns,  announced  it  had 


ALPHA  STOCKS 


a or 

Abbey 

Ald-Lyons 

Amstrad 

ASDA 

AB  Foods 

Argyt) 

BAA 

BET 

BTR 

BAT 

Barclays 

Boss 

Oooduun 

B— ay 

Barista  SW 

BJCC 

Bluo  Arrow 
Blue  Crete 
BOC 
Boots 
BPB 
Br  Amo 
Br  Airways 
BrComn 
BrGas 
Br  Land 
Br  Patrol 
Br  Tehran 
Buna 
Burmah 
[Burton 
I  CAW 
|  Cadbury 
Coats 


CU  375 

ConaGoid  476 
Coohson  1.750 
CourtMdds  1,034 
MOT 

Dixons  886 

BCG  467 

Enterprise  1,924 
FSnantt  112 

noons  2.796 

FNBobck  3.748 
GatmnyCp  2J15 
Gen  Ace  153 

3EC  £928 

Glaxo  434 

Gtobabw  473 

Glynweri  741 

Canada  343 

Grand  MW  2381 

GUS-A*  182 

GRE  726 

GKN  1395 

Gtannass  834 

Hamm 'A*  55 

Hanson  6324 

;  H AC  128 

Hawker  m  , 

HBadomi  1,010 

IMI  142  I 

IC1  969 

fncheape  64 

Jaguar  681 

Lasmo  1,157 

tedrate  141 

Land  Sec  860 


Laporta  106 

L&G  720 

Uoyds  1A9B 

Lonrtio  677 

Lucas  1.079 

Magnet  685 

MAS  1,014 

MaxwoHCm  2.739 
MB  Group  214 
MEPC  303 

MUand  481 
NatWest  837 
Next  1JZ33 

NffiRxxf  707 

PAD  1.520 
Peart  306 

Pearson  142 
PfUngtoo  1,704 
Plessay  *2B7 
PoBy  Peck  1.574 
Prudential  2373  i 
Racal  2217 
Racal  Tele  3J085 
RkHovb  581 
Rank  498 

RAC  32 

Rsdiand  93 
Rued  268 

Reuters  573 
RMCGp  160 
RTZ  1282 
R-Royco  1285 
Rotttmn'B*  92 
Royal  Bank  1.502 
Royal  tas  1.004 


StalcN  70S 
Sainsbwy  959 
Scot  AN  830 
Seam  £780 
Sedgwick  2570 
SDafl  3.170 
Siaba  307 

Slough  1.179 
Snub  AN  2717 
Smith  WH  1.016 
Smfrntnd  892 
STC  1A02 
SUn  Chart  608 
Storaftse  370 
SunAlnoa  151 
TAN  707 
Tarmac  949 
Tats&Lyto  138 
Taylor  Wood  186 
TS8  774 

Teuco  £749 
Thom  EMI  809 
TraMgar  790 
7WF  1.488 
Ultramar  3,777 
Unigata  7599 
Unaaver  529 
United  Bi*  501 
UUNows  1527 
WBfcoma  138 
WMttxd  633 
WBama  1574 
Wdfis  Fab  668 
HtapayG  2,1  S5 
WoohMonh  96 


raised  itsstafe  in  the  company 
to  11  perceuL 

But  talk  in  the  market-place 
last  night  claimed  that  this 
latest  buying  spree  had  been 
undertaken  by  someone  else. 
The  US  motor  manufacturer 
General  Motor  was  one  name 
quoted. 

Talk  of  a  possible  buyout 
helped  to  revive  the  flagging 
fortunes  of  Mr  David  Abell's 
Suter,  which  dosed  i5p  higher 
atZ04p. 

As  expected,  shares  of  Com¬ 
pass,  the  contract  catering  to 
budding  services  group  bou¬ 
ght  out  from  Grand  Metro¬ 
politan  last  year,  opened  at  a 
discount  when  dealing*  got 
under  way  on  the  main  mar¬ 
ket.  Offered  for  sale  at  245p  a 
share  by  Lazard  Brothers,  the 
merchant  bank,  they  opened 

BICC  climbed  8%p  to 
376p  after  a  visit  by  Hoare 
'Govett,  its  broker.  The 
meeting  comfirraed  Hoare’s 
original  view  about  the 
company’s  prospects.  It  is 
.looking  tor  pre-tax  profits 
in  the  current  year  to  rise 
from  £128  million  to  £147 
maBon,  followed  by  £172 
nrillioH  next  time. _ 

at  3p  discount  at  242p,  but 
rallied  to  touch  247p  beforp 
closing  at  246p,  for  a  lp 
premium. 

Storehouse,  Sir  Terence 
Goman's  retaking  group,  rose 
3p  to  186.5p  in  thin  trading 
amid  speculation  that  a  third 
stake-buikling  operation  is 
underway. 

Mr  Asher  Edehnan,  the 
Wall  Street  corporate  raider, 
has  already  disclosed  a  5.24 
per  cent  stake  and  Mr  David 
Rowland,  of  Inoco,  the  ofl 
compony-turned-property  in¬ 
vestment  vehicle,  4  per  cent 
But  there  are  suggestions  that 
someone  else  has  acquired  a 
strategic  interest 

The  Barclay  brothers,  Dav¬ 
id  and  Frederick,  who  recently 
sold  the  JW  Cameron  and 
ToQemache  &  Cobbold  brew¬ 
ing  drams  to  Mr  George 
Walker  of  Brent  Walker  for 
£248  million,  are  said  to  have 
secretly  built  up  a  stake  of 
about  3  per  cent 

Dealers  are  now  convinced 
they  do  hold  shares  and  expect 
the  situation  to  ripen  in  the 
new  year. 

.  Michael  Clark  and 
Geoffrey  Foster 
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TRADITIONAL  OPTIONS 


HratDauBog*  LwtDaaBuga  taat  Dadutatkm  For  Bufflamaw 

0acaR>bar19  January  6  March  30  April  10 

Cafl  optkm  wars  tMcan  otM  on:  21/12/88  AmBrtt  Csntahjm  Vantata.  BSR.Sttntay 
MGar.  GEC.  AUawlc  Rasourcas.  ERF.  Thompson  T-Uno.  Dixons,  Amstrad.  Roso- 
haugri.  PML  Group,  taterctty  Hot&ng*,  S»aJ.  Dea-oy  Wanan 
Pntli  OMt  Bnorprlaa  OB. 


M  Avdel 


Further  message  to  all  Avdel  shareholders 


Textron  has  now  announced  an  offer  of  92p  for  your 
Avdel  Ordinary  Shares.  This  offer  is  not  now  conditional 
on  Banner’s  acceptance.  The  Board  of  Avdel  intends  to 
recommend  Textron’s  offer. 

Textron's  formal  offer  document  will  be  sent  to  you  very 
shortly. 

As  of  Tuesday  shareholders  holding  approximately  35 
per  cent,  of  the  voting  rights  of  Avdel  had  indicated  their 
willingness  to  accept  Textron’s  offer  in  the  absence 
of  a  higher  bid.  Textron  now  owns  Preference  shares 
representing  1 .3  per  cent,  of  the  voting  rights  of  Avdel 
and  has  bought  Ordinary  shares  in  the  market  at  92p. 

If  you  have  accepted  Banner’s  offer,  unless  Banner’s 
offer  becomes  unconditional,  you  are  free  to  withdraw 
your  acceptance. 


If  you  wish  to  withdraw  your  acceptance  please  complete  the  Notice 
of  Withdrawal  sent  to  you  by  Avdel  and  ring  S.  G.  Warburg  &  Co. 
Ltd.  on  (01-)  860  1090. 


The  only  responsibility  accepted  by  the  Directors  of  Avdel  PIC  in  respect  of  the 
information  contained  in  this  document  which  has  been  extractedfrom  press  announcements 
released  by  J.  Henry  Schroder  Wagg  &  Co.  Limited  and  S.  G.  Warburg  &  CO.  Ltd.  on  20th 
December,  1988  is  to  ensure  that  it  has  been  correctly  and  fairly  reproduced  or  presented. 
Subject  as  aforesaid .  the  Directors  of  Avdel  PLCare  the  persons  responsible  for  the  information 
contained  in  this  document  and  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief  (having  taken  all 
reasonable  care  to  ensure  that  such  is  the  case)  such  information  is  in  accordance  with  the 
facts  and  does  not  omit  anything  likely  to  affect  the  import  of  such  information.  The  Directors 
of  Avdel  PLC  accept  responsibility  accordingly. 

The  issue  of  this  document  has  been  approved  by  S.  G.  Warburg  &  Co.  Ltd. 
which  is  a  member  of  The  Securities  Association 


Law  Report  December  22  1988  Court  of  Appeal 


Adjourned  business  at  extraordinary 
London  Life  meeting  was  not  valid 


Bjng  v  London  Life  Associ¬ 
ation  Ltd  and  Another 

Before  Sir  Nicolas  Browne. 
Wilkinson,  Vice-Chancellor, 
Laid  Justice  MostiU  and  Lord 
Justice  Woolf 
[Judgment  December  21] 

An  extraordinary  general  meet¬ 
ing  of  London  Lite  Association 
Ltd  held  at  CSncma  1  of  the 
Baxbican  Centre  on  the  morning 
of  October  19,  1988  was  not 

validly  adjourned  and  proceed¬ 
ings  purportedly  conducted  al  a 
meeting  at  the  Cafe  Royal  in  the 
afternoon  were  invalid  and  of 
noeSfect. 

The  Coart  of  Appeal  so 
declared  in  allowing  an  appeal 
by  the  plaintiff*,  intern  MMin-l 

Edmond  Byng,  ngprafr  a  de¬ 
cision.  of  Mr  Justice  Vindott 
dismissing  his  action  {The 
Times  November  17). 

Mr  Byng,  a  member  of 
London  life,  the  first  defen¬ 
dant,  claimed  that  Oliver  Daw¬ 
son,  the  second  defendant,  bad 
not  validly  adjourned  the  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  mrantna  and  that* 
accordingly  all  business  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  purported  ad¬ 
journed  meeting  in  the 
afternoon  was  in  validly 
conducted. 

The  general  meeting  was  held 
to  pass  a  special  resolution  to 
amend  the  ineiwfiwmjfifim  of 
association  of  London  Life  to 
include  a  general  power  to 
transfer  the  nFirmtUm 

f  ife  to  farffimtft  ^  merger  of 

long-term  business  wito  Austra¬ 
lia  Mutual  Fovident  Society. 

The  meeting  had  to  be  ad¬ 
journed  i*hmw*  of  inadequate 
space  for  the  number  of  people 
who  tried  to  attend  and  because 
’an  audio-visual  link  to  overflow 
rooms  was  deficient 

Mr  Robin  Potts,  QC  and  Mr 
Nigel  Davis  for  Mr  Bysg  Mr 
David  Oliver,  QC  and  Mr. 
Robert  Hildyard  for  the 


THE  VIC&OIANCELLOR 
said  that  it  was  common  ground 

that  in  the  circumstances 
obtaining  at  the  Barbican  Centre 

on  the  morning  in  question,  no 

business  could  have  been  val¬ 
idly  arndneted  at  the  meeting. 

Many  of  those  who  wished  to 
be  present  in  toe  cinema  had 
bees  excluded  from  it  and  the 
audio-visual  arrangements 
made  for  the  overflow  rooms 
god  toe  foyer  had  broken  down. 

The  issue  between  the  parties 
was  whether  Mr  Dawson,  as 
president  of  London  Life,  could 
and  did  validly  adjourn  any- 
thing  which  was  a  "me  !  ig”  of 
London  life  to  too  Chfe  RoyaL 

if  there  was  no.  valid  adjourn¬ 
ment,  the  business  purported  to 
be  done*  toe  alleged  adjourned 
meeting  would  have  been 
whoHymvahd- 

Mr  Potts*  find  submission  was 
that  for  there  to  be  a  meeting  at 
all  evexyone  must  be  in  toe  same 
place,  face  to  face. 

His  Lordship  did  not’ accept 
ttW  satarimiotL  The  rationale 


behind  toe  requirement  for 
meetings  in  toe  Companies  Act 
1985  was  that  toe  members 
should  be  able  to  attend  in 
person  so  as  to  debate  and  vote 
on  matters  affecting  the 
company. 

Until  recently  that  could  only 
be  achieved  by  everyone  bang 
physically  present  in  the  same 
room  face  to  face.  Given  mod¬ 
em  technological  advances,  the 
same  result  could  now  be 
achieved  without  all  toe  mem¬ 
bers  coming  face  to  face. 

The  fact  that  that  could  not  be 
foreseen  at  the  time  the  first 
statutory  requirements  for 
meetings  were  laid  down,  did 
not  require  the  court  to  bold 
that  such  a  meeting  was  not 
within  the  meaning  of  the  word 
“meeting**  in  toe  1985  Act. 

His  Lordship  Had  no  doubt 
that  in  cases  where  the  original 
venue  proved  inadequate  to 
accommodate  all  those  wishing 
to  attend,  valid  general  meetings 
of  a  company  cnukl  be  properly 
held  using  overflow  rooms, 
provided,  first,  that  afl  due  steps 
were  taken  to  direct  to  the 
overflow  rooms  those  unable  to 
get  into  the  mam  Bwflmg  and, 
second,  that  there  were  adequate 
audio-visual  link*  to  enMhte 
those  in  all  the  rooms  to  see  and 
hear  what  was  going  on  in  toe 
other  rooms. 

In  the  event,  the  defendants 
did  not  contend  that  the 
conglomerate  assembly  was  a 
meeting  of  the  company.  It  was 
submitted  that  the  assembly  in 
the  cinema  was  toe  meeting.  His 
Lordship  accepted  that 
submission. 

If  there  was  a  meeting  at  all,  it 
was  the  assembly  in  the  rinwna 
~  that  being  the  venue  specified 
in  toe  toe  notice  convening  the 
meeting.  Such  a  meeting  was 
incapable  of  proceeding  to  busi¬ 
ness,  since  all  those  members 
unable  to  get  into  the  cinema 
vrcre  excluded. 

Mr  Potts  submitted  that  as  the 
'assembly  in  the  cinema  was 
incapable  of  conducting  any 
business  it  was  an  invalid 
meeting  and  a  nullity. 

In  his  Lordship’s  judgment 
there  was  no  absolute  rote  of  law 
that  a.  meeting  from  which 
members  were  wrongly  ex¬ 
cluded  was  a  nullity.  The  meet¬ 
ing.  as  such.  conJd  conduct  no 
business,  but  it  was  nevertheless 
a  meeting.  What  that  meeting 
could  lawfully  do  was  quits 
another  matter.- 
There  was  no  reason  why  the 
assembly  at  the  cinema  should 
not  in  law  constitute  a  “meet¬ 
ing”  wfthm  toe  meaning  of  that 
word  in  the  1985  Act  and  the 
articles  of  London  Life,  It 
followed  that  Mir  Dawson  was 
the  chairman  of  the  meeting  and . 
had  all  the  powers  of  the 

airman 

Mr  Potts  submitted  that  since 
article  18  expressly  provided 
font  toe  chairman  •  could  only 
adjonm  the  meeting  with  ns 
consent  Mr  Dawson  could  have 

no  power  in  any  circumstances 

to  adjourn  without  such  con¬ 


sent  Mr  Justice  Vindott  had 
rightly  Rgected  that  submission. 

Were  it  not  for  article  18  Mr 
Dawson  would  at  common  law 
have  had  power  to  adjourn  the 
meeting  at  the  cinema  since  the 
inadequacy  of  the  space  avail¬ 
able  rendered  it  impossible  for 
all  those  entitled  to  attoul  to 
take  part  in  the  debate  and  vote. 

A  motion  for  adjournment 
could  not  be  put  to  the  meeting 
as  many  who  would  bd  entitled 
to  vote  on  the  motion  were 
excluded. 

Therefore,  at  common  law  it 
would  have  been  the  chairman's 
duty  to  regulate  the  proceedings 
so  as  to  give  all  persons  entitled 
a  reasonable  opportunity  of 
debating  and  voting.  That 
would  have  required  hun  either 
to  abandon  the  meeting  or  to 
adjourn  it. 

Mr  Potts  submitted  that  the 
chahman's  power  to  adjourn 
having  been  expressly  laid  down 
by  article  18  ana  expressly 
circumscribed,  there  was  no 
room  for  the  chairman  to  have 
implied  power  at  common  law. 

Like  the  judge  below,  his 
Lordship  rejected  that  sub¬ 
mission.  Article  18  regulated  the 
chairman's  powers  of  adjourn¬ 
ment  to  toe  extent  that  its 
machinery  was  effective  to 
cover  the  contingencies  which 
occurred. 

There  was  no  principle  of 
construction  reqninag  that  an 
express  provision  regulating 
adjournment  when  the  views  of 
toe  meeting  could  be  as¬ 
certained  necessarily  excluded 
the  existence  of  implied  powers 
when  the  consent  of  die  meeting 
could  not  be  obtained. 

In  any  circumstances  where 
there  was  a  meeting  at  which  the 
views  of  toe  majority  could  not 
bevalidly  ascertained,  the  chair¬ 
man  had  a  residua]  common  law 
power  to  adjourn  so  as  to  give  ail 
persons  entitled  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  voting  and 
speaking  at  the  meeting. 

Mr  Justice  VTnelott  had  held 
that  Mr  Dawson  validly  ex¬ 
ercised  toe  power  to  adjourn  by 
adjourning  the  meeting  to  tire 
Cafe  Royal  in  the  afternoon. 
That  was  the  only  point,  al¬ 
though,  decisive,  on  which  his 
Lordship  differed  from  the 
judge. 

He  appeared  to  take  toe  view 
that  provided  Mr  Dawson  acted 
in  good  faith  his  decision  could 
not  be  impugned  and  it  was 
irrelevant  that  tire  effect  of  the 
adjournment  to  the  Cafe  Royal 
was  that  some  200  of  those 
present  in  the  morning  did  not 
attend  the  meeting  at  the  Cafe 
Royal  in  tire  afternoon  and  that 
133  people  (over  25  per  cent  of 
the  total)  who  registered  at 
tile  Barbican  did  not  register  at 
tire  Cafe  RoyaL 
The  residual  power  of 
adjournment  was  exercisable 
only  when  tire  machinery  pno- 
vided  by  tire  articles  had  broken 
down  and  it  was  tightly  circum¬ 
scribed  by  reference  to  the 
objects  for  which  it  existed. 


It  was  the  very  purpose  of  the 
'power  to  facilitate  the  presence 
of  those  entitled  to  debate  and 
vote  on  a  resolution  at  a  meeting 
where  such  debate  and  voting 
was  possible,  that  was  inconsis¬ 
tent  with  the  view  that  the 
exercise  of  the  power  could  only 
be  impugned  on  the  grounds  of 
lack  of  good  faith. 

.  The  chairman's  derision  most 
also  be  taken  reasonably  with  a 
view  to  facilitating  tire  purpose 
for  which  the  power  existed. 
Accordingly,  toe  impact  of  the 
proposed  adjournment  on  those 
seeking  to  attend  the  original 
meeting  and  tire  other  members 
had  to  be  a  central  factor  in 
considering  the  validity  of  the 
chairman’s  decision  to  adjourn. 

There  was  nothing  to  suggest 
that  Mr  Dawson  took  into 
account  the  fact  that  there  was 
no  absolute  necessity  to  obtain 
approval  of  tire  merger  until 
over  five  months  after  the 


the  Cafe  Royal  would  not  only 
be  unable  to  apeak  but  would  be 
unable  to  vote  even  by  proxy. 

The  purpose  of  members 
attending  meetings  was  to  en¬ 
able  them  not  only  to  vote  but 
abo  to  take  part  in  the  debate. 
Those  present  in  the  morning 
could  have  been  present  and 
spoken  in  the  debate  if  it  had 
continued  at  tire  Barbican  even 
if  they  could  not  have  waited 
until  the  vote  was  teitwi.  By  the 
adjournment  to  toe  Cafe  Royal 
tirey  were  precluded  from  even 
taking  part  in  the  debate. 

In  those  circumstances  the 
chairman’s  decision  to  adjourn 
to  tire  Cafe  Royal  on  the  same 
afternoon  was  not  valid  on  the 
ground  either  that  he  faffed  to 
take  into  account  relevant  fac¬ 
tors  or  that  thet  decision  was 

If  the  time  factor  had  been 
such  that  the  merger  proposal 
oould  not  have  been  earned 
through  at  all  unless  there  was 
an  immediate  decision  on  toe 
resolution  before  tire  meeting 
tpcfoatter  might  have  been 
aiaeient. 

Accordingly,  although  Mr 
Dawson  acted  in  complete  good 
faith  his  dsciaon  to  adjourn  to 
the  Cafe  Royal  on  the  same 
not  one  which  he  could 
reasonably  hare  reached  if  he 

fffln  nrmia«l  ■■  - - i _ _ ■  i  ■«.  - 
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fas  powers. 

LORD  JUSTICE  MUSIUJU 
““Wring,  said  that  he  would 

not  have  thought  that  tire  events 
at  toe  Barbican  Centre  woe 
what  the inaan  in  the  street  would 
have  called  a  meeting.  He  would 
pe  roore  likely  to  describe  it  as  a 
m  eeting  which  London  Life  lad 
tned  to  bokl  but  which,  bad 
got  off  the  ground. 

Ioed  Justice  Woolf  delivered 

a  concurring  judgment. ' 
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matches  or  betters  this  figure  yon  have 
won  outright  or  a  share  ofthe  dfeSy  or 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 


BUSINESS  AND  FINANCE 


STOCK  EXCHANGE  PRICES 


Quiet  trading 


ACCOUNT  DAYS:  Dealings  began  December  12.  Dealings  end  December  23.  §Contango  day  December  28.  Settlement  day  January  9. 

§Forward  bargains  are  permitted  on  two  previous  business  days. 

Prices  recorded  are  at  market  dosa.  Changes  am  calculated  on  the  previous  day’s  dose,  but  adfustments  are  made  when  a  stock  Is  ex-dividend. 
Where  one  price  is  quoted,  It  is  a  middle  price.  Changes,  yield*  and  price  earnings  ratios  are  baaed  on  middle  prices,  (aa)  denotes  Alpha  Stocks. 
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DAILY  DIVIDEND  £4,000 
Claims  required  for  30  points 
ACCUMULATOR  £68,000 
Claims  better  than  30  points 
Claimants  should  ring  0254-53272 
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Weekly  Dividend 


BUD-DINO,  ROADS 


Please  make  a  note  of  your  daily  toteb 
for  the  weekly  dividend  of  £8,000  in 
Saturday’s  newspaper. 
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_ _ _ THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 

GENERAL  APPOINTMENTS 


James  RKnomlex 

CONSTRUCTION  CONTRACTS 
CONSULTANTS 

EXPERIENCED  CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS  SPECIALISTS 

For  the  following  office  London. 

-  *  «*r 

A  SSS£^S^±r  SmKyb*  “lotion 
Consullingavil or  structural  engineers 
IdeaQy  candidates  should  have; 

•tsasaassa0--**-''— 


DIRECTORS 

Advanced  Clay  and  Concrete  Product  Research 


-  “d  arortnrtion  procedures: 

Good  verbal  and  written  communication  drills 

^«*«^ra»didate  can  expect  an  excellent  salary,  bonus,  private 

Relocation  expenses  will  be  paid  if  necessary. 

Pfegjea^jnn  writing,  enclosing  cuniculom  vitae  for  the  attention  of 


James  R.  Knowles 
S3  Bedford  Square 
London  WC1B  3DP 


AMBITIOUS? 

Are  YOU  committed  to  achieving  real  personal  in 

Management? 

Do  YOUbeSeve  you  arc loopable  of  the  ducEcation  and  tingle 
rrundedness  to  succeed? 

W®  we  o  hipHy  piufesstanoJ  speriafct  dstitouiion  company  based  in 
tne  name  Countte.  A  dynamic  ond  fast  mowing  business  provtdng  a 
defivery  service  of  essential  products  to  over  5/XX)  outlets  twice  a  day. 

YOU  co uU  be  a  part  of  this  exciting  company. 

We  are  looking  ft*  young  Career  Managers  to  develop  their  natural 
talents  and  asset  us  with  our  continuous  drive  for  further  success. 

•JOB  h*  *c?£ing  **  carocr  development,  intense  training,  pius  carty 
full  accountabSty  and  management  respansfciiity. 

We  can  provide  this  need. 

YOU  must  be  detfecrted  and  have  the  potential  to  cfenb  the 
management  ladder. 

We  wtH  provide  a  commencing  salary  of  CX1Z000  with  other  benefits 
associated  with  a  large  company. 

If  YOU  match  up  to  this,  have  sound  education,  commonsense  and 
want  to  be  a  leader,  please  write  to> 

Mr  W.  Jade,  General  Manager, 

UniChem  Ltd;  WP 

Cox  Lane,  Chessingtoii,  _  _ 

UniChem 


to  £35,000 

The  Redland  international 
building  materials  Group  is 
committed  to  focus  its  resources 
into  the  Group's  core  business- 
activities  of  roofing,  aggregates, 
brides  and  plasterboard.  As  part  of 
this  strategy,  Redland  intends  to 
strengthen  its  Group  research 
company,  Redland  Technology, 
with  the  appointment  of  two 
directors  responsible  for  the  areas 
of  concrete  and  day  products. 

Redland  Technology  has  a 
successful  record  of  research  and 
Technical  development  as  typified 
by  the  novel  Cambrian  roofing 
slate.  It  has  over  30  professionally 
qualified  scientists  and  engineers 
located  in  modem  laboratories 
with  small  scale  manufacturing 
facilities. 

The  directors  will  be  responsible 
for  identifying  the  key  research 
programmes  and  driving  them  to 
commercial  success  in  the  UK  and 


S.E.England 


overseas.  There"  will  also  be  a 
responsibility  for  developing 
technical  and  professional 
activities  within  Redland 
Technology. 

Applicants  must  have  a  strong 
track  record  of  successful  product 
research  and  development,  not 
necessarily  in  building  products. 
The  ability  to  lead  inter¬ 
disciplinary  project  teams  is 
essential.  The  skill  to 
communicate  the  commercial 
significance  of  research  is  also 
vital 

These  positions  offer  a  rare 
opportunity  to  influence  the  future 
developments  in  building  products 
throughout  the  world. 

Please  write  in  the  first  instance 
in  strict  confidence  to:  Managing 
Director,  Redland  Technology, 
Graylands,  Horsham,  West  Sussex 
RH12  4QG. 


RAILWAY  INDUSTRY 

ASSOCIATION 

DIRECTOR 

Up  to  £30K  Plus  Car 
CENTRAL  LONDON 

The  Railway  Industry  Association  (established  1875)  seeks  applications 
for  the  post  of  Director  which  will  become  vacant  m  February  1989.  The 
Association  represents  the  interests  of  British  manufacturers  of  railway 
equipment  and  currently  has  56  members  including  oil  the  leading 
companies  in  the  field.  In  recent  years  the  Association  has  greatly 
increased  its  role  and  activities  and  the  new  Director  should  be  capable 
of  leading  and  uniting  the  industry  to  deal  with  the  opportunities  and 

challenges  of  the  future. 

The  successful  candidate  will  be  energetic,  enthusiastic  and  highly  self 
motivated  and  is  likely  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  workings  of 
Whitehall,  Brussels,  and  public  corporations.  Knowledge  of  the  railway 
industry  is  an  advantage  but  not  essential  Most  of  all  the  new  Director 
will  have  the  ability  to  communicate  and  to  represent  the  Industry  at  the 
highest  levels  and  to  have  a  proven  record  of  achievement. 

The  ramnenttion  package  will  be  negotiable  in  the  range  £25-£30K 
including  usual  fringe  benefits  plus  a  motor  car. 

Applications  should  be  addressed  to  Peter  Alcock,  Chairman,  Railway 
Industry  Association,  6  Buckingham  Gate,  London  SW1E  6JP 


Redland  Technology 

Quality  of  design  and  style  arc  central  to  the  way  people  plan  their  home 
environment  Our  Client,  part  of  a  major  international  PIC,  designing  and  selling 
an  outstanding  range  of  furnishing  fabrics  for  the  retail  market  fully  understands 

GENERAL  ** 

MANAGER  They  seek  a  General  Manager,  to  expand  an  already  wen-established  and 

pmfilahlp  hrTCfnt>cc 

•  hire  In  the  role  of  General  Manager  for  the  UK  and  Northern  Ireland,  you  will  have  the 

Lane  asm  re  opportunity  to  develop  the  business  through  your  innovative  approach  lo 

marketing.  You  will  also  have  the  scope  to  develop  new  products  and  explore 
__  market  niches. 

U  o  you  have  drive  and  commercial  flair? _ 

Can  you  enhance  our  client's  competitive  edge? 


The  World  Health  Organization  (WHO)  is  an  inter-governmental  agency 
internationally  recognized  for  its  efficiency,  integrity  and  numerous 
tasting  achievements,  including  the  eradication  of  smallpox.  Guided  by 
humanitarian  concerns,  WHO  works  to  direct  and  co-ordinate  global  and 
national  efforts  to  improve  the  health  of  peoples  in  more  than  160 
member  countries  at  all  levels  of  development.  To  meet  its  objectives, 
WHO  depends  on  staff  members  with  special  qualities  of  leadership, 
dedication  and  commitment. 

WHO's  Regional  Office  for  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  in  Alexandria  is 
looking  for  a  qualified 


FINANCIAL  CONTROLLER 

Applications  are  Invited  for  the  position  of  Financial  Controller  with 
practical  engineering  background  and  would  need  to  meat  the  fbflowfng 
requirements. 

AGE:  30-35 

QUALIFICATIONS:  CA.  or  M.DJL  with  hands-on- 


•i>Au  .-si*  i:i»i  i  QK-jrn  ■  -  ill  si  ♦:«  j « i  >  lii*.  1 1  in,?  rn. 


engineering  applications.  Knowledge  of  cost  and 
management  accounting  an  added  advantage. 
Experience  in  handing  foreign  exchange  transactions  is 
also  important  -  The  candidate  will  have  had  a  back¬ 
ground  in  both  finance  and  engineering,  preferably  in  a 
developing  country  and  hfeafiy  in  Africa. 

The  successful  applicant  would  be  required  to  revise  and  restructure  the 
accounting  systems  of  the  company  and  tts  engineering  subsidiaries, 
execute  and  also  co-ordinate  the  groups  administration  functions. 
Control  credit  and  purchasing. 

Experience  in  procurement,  -expedting  and  inventory  control  of 
engineering  products  and  components  is  Important  as  tills  responsibility 
will  taR  under  the  Group  Financial  Controller.  The  person  will  hands  this 
interface  between  administration  and  the  shop  floor. 

The  position  wlfl  cany  a  salary  of  £20,000  per  annum  plus  a  performance 
bonus  of  10%.  The  work  wifl  be  executed  at  the  companys  offices  and 
work  in  London  E15. 

Applications  should  be  submitted  In  writing  together  with  testimonials 
and  copies  of  qualifications  to: 

Managing  Director,  Farsound  Engineering  Ltd 
UnitCInvicta  Industrial  Estate,  Hunts  Lane,  Stratford,  London  E152QE. 


Excellent 

negotiable  package 
including 
Executive  Car 
+  Benefits 


\four  managemenl  experience  and  abffity  will  have  equipped  you  with  leadership 
skills  to  motivate  and  guide  a  team,  plus  the  commercial  flair  to  grasp 
opportunities  and  negotiate  at  the  most  senior  feweL 

Tb  lead  the  field  in  today’s  retafl  environment  demands  a  total  dedication  to  the 
customers’  needs  and  a  creative  vision  to  challenge  traditional  assumptions  and 
manage  change  aggressively  You  may  have  a  background  in  fabric  design  and 
production,  or  in  the  retail  famishing  market,  or you  may  possess  an  MBA  degree. 
However,  to  our  Client,  your  talents  are  far  more  important  than  your 
background. 

Write  in  the  first  instance,  with  full  CV  to  Andrew  Hardwick  at  the 
address  below 


Warwick  Management:  CUK1  Ltd. 


EXPERIENCED  SALES  PERSON 
SALARY  TO  £30,000. 

We  are  a  wol  estabfishBd  and  most  axdusfva  monswsar 
outtet  in  the  West  Bid  seeking  a  person  to  swim  nr 
highly  doceming  kitemationri  customers. 

This  job  demands  100*  commitment  to  handta  out  high 
quaHty  product*  end  to  provide  an  tmcsRara  service  to  our 
demote. 

CendklatBS  be  aged  30+  preferably  experienced  in  deal- 
ing  with  intamauona)  customers. 


Please  bring  ywr  CV  for  an  Interview  at: 

AV  ROSSINI 
46  NEW  BOND  STREET 
LONDON  W1 


BANKING  AND  ACCOUNTANCY 


THE  brewers*  society 

CHIEF  ACCOUNTANT 

The  Brewers’  Society  is  the  national  trade  association  for  the  UK 
brewing  industry,  carrying  out  a  wide  range  of  representational  and 
advisory  functions  for  the  industry.  The  Society  has  eleven  specialist 
departments,  whose  work  is  supervised  by  die  Director  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Society. 

The  Chief  Accountant  is  responsible  to  the  Finance  Secretary  for  lhe 
accounting  functions  fo  the  Society  and  its  subsidiary/assoriaied 
companies  and  for  the  supervision  of  supporting  accounts  department 
staff,  preparation  of  management  accounts  and  budgets  and  of  year- 
end  and  consolidated  statutory  company  accounts. 

Candidates  must  be  fully  qualified  in  accountancy  and  haws  previous 
experience  of  company  financial  accounting  and  computer  systems. 

Salary  up  to  £22,000.  Benefits  include  2.5%  contributory  pension 
scheme,  free  life  cover  and  permanent  health  insurance,  BUPA. 

Please  write  in  confidence,  enclosing  a  full  CV,  to:- 

Mrs  R  M  Donovan,  Personnel  Officer 
The  Brewers*  Society 
42  Postman  Square 
London  WlH  OBB 


ACCOUNTANTS 

USE  YOUR  EXPERIENCE  IS  A  NEW  CAREER 

JBA  is  the  leading  IBM  Mid-Range  Software 
House  in  the  U.IC  with  branches  throughout 
the  country  and  a  well  established  set  of 
Financial  Systems  software  products. 

The  continued  growth  of  the  business  has 
created  further  opportunities  for 
experienced,  qualified  accountants  to  join 
our  Education  and  Consultancy  Divisions 
based  in  the  Midlands. 

Salaries  in  the  range  of  £15K/E20K  plus  an 
attractive  company  car  scheme  make  this  a 
real  career  development  opportunity. 
Applications  along  with  fun  CVs  should  be 
addressed  to> 

SheSa  Hunt 

JBA  (UK)  Limited  ^ 

4  Wlmtojs  Road  /X 

Edflbaston 


FINANCIAL  CONTROLLER 

Group  of  companies  based  In  Soutti  Hampshire 
Soandina  its  activities  in  the  leisure/tourism  market 
SSES*.  MBSl  CONTROLLER  to  handle  all 

aspects  of  this  growth. 

Applicants  must  be  able  to  handle 


Ifter  ’  aourct^ing  programme,  .eonM  credit  and 
increase  profitability  in  an  areas  of  the  groups  work. 

This  exciting  new  position  requires  energy  and  innowfion 
outside  the  usual  parameters  of  financial  control  and  a 
sal?™  in  excess  of  £15,000,  based  on  experience  and 
J^ihe  offered  to  the  person  who  can  prove  to 
sheis  capable  of  meetmg 

the  challenges  that  he  ahead. 


IMPROVE  YOUR  QUALITY  OF  UFE 
im  GLORIOUS  SOUTH  DEVON. 


EC1 

NEWLY  QUALIFIED 
ACCOUNTANT 
(circa  £16,000pa) 

This  rapidly  expanding  property  developers 
requires  an  ambitious  are!  energetic  newly 
quafified  accountant  to  take  control  of  the 
groups  accounting  functions  including  running 
the  bookkeeping  facility,  preparing  monthly 
management  accounts  and  cashflow  forecasts 
Reply  with  full  CVto:- 

Sue  Wlntringham 
Cfinton-Scott  Hohfings  PLC 
Ctiybridge  House 
235/246  Goswefl  Road 
London  EC1 


Graduates 

Combine  international  banking, 
consulting  and  systems  in  one  career 

Business  Systems  Professionals 
c£15,000  plus  benefits 

If  you  are  a  forthcoming  or  recent  graduate  evaluating  the  benefits  of 
a  career  in  banking,  consulting  or  systems,  seriously  consider 
combining  all  three  in  the  challenging  international  environment  of 
J.P.  Morgan. 

J.P.  Morgan  is  one  of  the  world's  premier  financial  institutions 
with  assets  exceeding  $80  billion  and  a  continuing  presence  in  all 
the  world’s  major  financial  centres.  The  firm  invests  more  than 
$300  million  in  technology  annually,  with  one  in  every  six 
employees  working  in  a  systems  or  communications  field. 

We  seek  17  graduates  of  any  academic  discipline  to  join  our 
offices  in  London.  If  you  have  excellent  communication  skills  and 
outstanding  analytical  abilities,  then  we  will  provide  the  necessary 
training  in  systems  and  finance  to  enable  you  to  analyse  complex 
business  problems  and  to  use  technology  in  developing  innovative 
solutions.  We  already  have  over  300  systems  professionals  based  in 
London  and  our  strong  teamwork  approach  will  stretch  your  talents 
to  the  full  whilst  providing  the  support  to  ensure  you  succeed- 
..  Of  the  graduates  hired  by  J.P.  Morgan  during  the  past  20  years, 
75%  still  work  with  us.  The  firm  offers  exceptional  career  growth, 
continuing  training,  varying  experience,  attractive  salaries  and 
comprehensive  benefits  including  immediate  mortgage  subsidy  and 
a  profit  sharing  bonus. 

If  variety  and  challenge  appeals  to  you  then  send  a  resume  or 
standard  application  form  to  David  Fairant,  J.P.  Morgan, 

PO  Box  161, 1  Angel  Court,  London,  EC2R  7AE  before 
January  26th  1989  quoting  ref  T12. 


JPMorgan 


CREME  DE  LA.  CREME 


HELP! 


Rtwfci  r.vn 


wftots  tisoa _ 

SECRETARY 

PERSONAL 

ASSISTANT 

and  mrttaps  a__ 

PERSON  FRIDAY 

n^raaHyacaaibtaiBlIan. 


1989 -YOUR 
CRUCIAL  YEAR? 

Chang  big  your  career? 
Finding  employment? 
Hiking  vital  exams? 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  to  oamtt 
h  tor  apart  asaswai  and 
fluid*  ixt.  Frot  brochure; 

|  ••  CAREER  ANAUTSTS 

.  m  *  90  CtouMStof  Place.  W1 

1  •  •  01-935  5452  |24hf*| 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


mRWTilT 


The  Independent  Schools  Information  Service 
(ISIS)  seeks  an  Administrative  Director  to  Join 
the  national  headquarters  staff  in  March  1989, 
when  the  present  post  holder  leaves  to 
produce  a  child  for  an  ISIS  school! 

The  successful  cancfidate,  who  should  have 
had  business  experience,  will  be  responsible 
for  accounts,  personnel  and  admbiistration. 

The  starting  salary  Is  £20,000  pa.  and  there  is 
a  non-contributory  pension  scheme  and  five 
weeks  holiday  per  annum. 

For  full  Job  specifications  write  to  Jane 
McMullen,  ISIS,  56  Buckingham  Gate, 
London  SW1E  6AG.  Tefc  01-630-6793/4. 
Closing  date  for  applications  9th  January  1989. 


SECRETARY 
SAUDI  ARABIA 

Head  of  Group  of  Saudi  Companies  based 
in  Riyadh  requires  graduate  secretary 
soon.  Must  have  excellent  English  ana 
Arabic,  Shorthand/typing,  commercial 
experience  in  Arab  world  very  desirable. 

Frequent  travel  within  Kingdom  with 
employer.  Batchelor  accommodation  and 
car  provided.  Competitive  salary  and 
conditions.  1  month  leave  annually.  Please 
send  CV  to  Reply  to  BOX  G15. 


FOR  SOME  PEOPLE 
IT’S  CHRISTMAS 
EVERT  DAT 


CRISIS 

AT  CHRISTMAS 

WORKINO  fQH  HOMELES5  PEOPLE 


Your  pfi  will  provide  shelter  to  hundreds  who  wiU  be  on  die 
men  this  week,  h  will  abo  keep  the  work  going  throughout 
1989.  in  150  Iuutc  dll  am  Britain. 


I  I  endenct  to  help  support  Crisis  at  Christmas  OR 

I  Please  debit  my  account  to  the  value  of£ 

M  'lin  irvrti-pfft  ■  III  II  iwlffVa 
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SQUASH  RACKETS 

Lambs 

reduce 

Cannons 

lead 

By  Colin  McQuillan 

Mike  Corby  was,  fa  a  previous 
amateur  era,  a  player  of  ater* 
«■  infancy  gmnhatfre  qualities.  As 
the  promoter  and  owner  of  the 
Mayflower  Lambs  team  which 
dosed  the  American  Express 
Premier  League  leadership  gap 
to  fire  points  by  defeat  lug  UTC 
Cannons  3-2  on  Tuesday,  he  has 
plainly  lost  none  of  his  compet¬ 
itive  urge. 

rpim^K  are  defending  tpgw* 
League  title  with  some  determ¬ 
ination  and  at  the  halfway  stage 
it  seems  only  i-amha  can  catch 
them.  “We  win  win,”  Corfey  said 
after  his  men  took  their  extra 
points  Grom  a  splendid  London 
derby  and  promptly  began 
distributing  Christmas  presents 
among  then-  opposition. 

Certainly  Iambs,  Jed  by  the 
world  No.  3,  Chris  Dfttmar,  of 
Australia,  have  tbe  quality  to 
pnrane  the  title  to  tbe  very  last 
fixture,  also  suitably  against 
Curare  at  the  end  of  February, 
bat  the  defenders  have  become 
wily  champions. 

They  went  to  Lambs  without 
Boss  Norman,  the  world  No.  4 
from  New  Zealand,  who  has  led 
them  through  five  yean  of 
successful  National  League  ac¬ 
tion.  Consequently,  Ditlinar  won 
easily,  9-0,  9-0,  !W,  in  38 
minutes  against  Neil  Harvey  at 
first  string.  The  rest  of  the 
match,  however,  might  have 
been  designed  to  Illustrate  to  a 
huge  and  vocal  andkwne  every 
facet  of  team  squash  at  its  best. 

Over  six  boors  and  three 
minutes  of  court  time,  mixed 
.generations  of  London  squash 
players  remained  enthralled  as 
victory  was  pursued  to  the  fourth 
game  of  the  fifth  rubber. 

It  was  Bryan  Beeson,  the 
former  Cannons  player,  who 
eBaehnd  the  vital  points  by 
defeating  Jamie  Hichnx  5-9,  9- 
3,  9-7,  9-3  in  a  71-ndnate 
encounter. 

Added  to  Diffmar’s  superior¬ 
ity  and  a  hard-earned  fifth- 
string  win  from  Stephen  Meads 
over  Shm  Puke,  Beeson's 
performance  tipped  the  balance 
against  his  erstwhile  colleagues. 

It  was  a  dose-nm  thing, 
■thoagh.  Parke,  the  premising 
British  trader-1.6  champion,  led 
by  two  games  and  returned  from 
1-7  to  6-7  in  the  fifth  before 
losing  2-9, 1-9, 9-4, 9-4, 9-6  in  96 
rnfamtoa  to  Meads,  the  tmder-21 
'champion.  In  the  third-string 
match,  Panl  Carter,  the  national 
champion,  beat  Philip  Whitlock 

10-9,  9-7,  0-9,  2-9,  9-7  in  107 
infantes  after  extracting  five 
unforced  tin-shots  from 
Whitlock  to  win  from  2-7  down 
in  the  fifth. 

At  fovth  siring,  David  Pear¬ 
son  withstood  an  argnmeotative 
assault  from  HiddyJahan  to  win 
9-1,  2-9, 18-8,9-6  for  Cannons. 

“This  is  a  fip bring  game,’* 
Corby  said.  “In  this  match  we 
saw  jast  abont  every  style  that 
squash  can  produce,  and  I  am 
not  sure  the  jaaiore  at  fifth 
string  were  not  the  best  of  it.” 
AMERICAN  EXPRESS  PREMIER 
SQUASH  LEAQUE:  First  tiNtataa:  Mw- 
3.  UTC  Gmaam> 


Wow  4,  VOw  E 
Jhn  Rtf  Northern  <  Le*ta 
Wbanb  1;  Fh  Stood  Huts  3,  Scuba** 
Ttarahridm  2*  League  patftaas:  1,  Qw 

an  47  pts;  2.  Lamks  42:  3.  Jto  HUB 
Ntofatn  32;  4,  Fta  Stool  Bon  31,  5, 
James  Caod  ArdVixfa  2St  A  -fc— 

VlSage  Hatch  15;  9,  TbnMdselL 


Levy  that  presents  a  taxing  problem 

W  ■*-  '  .  _  _  _  ,  ,  .u.  ocred  with  comrtOosaise 


According  to  a 
character  in  the  lat¬ 
est  Dick  Francis 
paperback,  “en¬ 
trenched  belief  is 
never  altered  by  tbe  facts.”  it 
is  unlikely  that  the  former 
jockey  had  racing  and  book¬ 
makers  is  roinri  when  he 
wrote  Hot  Money.  But  both 
cliche  and  title  are  a  fair 
reflection  of  the  schismatic 
politics  of  the  Turf 
The  jrommi  levy  raised  on 
off-track  betting  turnover  for 
the  benefit  of  racing  is  in 
dispute  the  matter,  as 
statute  dictates,  has  been  re¬ 
ferred  to  tiie  Home  Secretary 
for  determination.  Thus 
Douglas  Hurd  inherits  a  prob¬ 
lem  that  the  previous  occu¬ 
pant  of  his  office  strongly 
indicated  he  would  rather  be 
without. 

This  diuppte  has  led  to  an 
orchestrated  campaign  de¬ 
signed  to  denigrate  book¬ 
makers  and  to  pressure  the 


S&NP 

RACING  AND  THE 
BOOKMAKERS 


Bookmakers'  Committee  into 
conceding  to  racing's  de¬ 
mands,  regardless  of  equity  or 
need. 

In  fact,  the  orchestra  was 
playing  so  long  before  negotia¬ 
tions  began  that  there  is  a 
suspicion  that  racing  never 
intended  to  agree  the  levy  this 
year.  Now  the  conductors  are 
waving  their  batons  at  the 
Home  Office,  apparently 
oblivious  to  tile  Govern¬ 
ment’s  taste  in  music. 

Throughout  this  dispute  en¬ 
trenched  belief  has  been  Im¬ 
mune  to  the  facts  about 
bookmakers  and  their 


Tom  Kelly,  director 
general  of  the  Betting 
Office  licensees 
Association,  comments 
on  The  Times  series  on 
racing's  plea  to  the 
bookmakers 

relationship  with  the  sport; 
nowhere  more  so  than  in  the 
specialist  press  which  is,  in 
reality,  an  arm  of  the  racing 
establishment 
For  example,  some  journal¬ 
ists  have  castigated  book¬ 
makers  without  potting  their 
case  at  all,  others  have  mis¬ 
represented  it,  and  only  one  os- 
two  have  made  even  a  token 
effort  to  understand  it  The 
care  is,  unfortunately,  com¬ 
plicated,  though  no  less  just 
for  that,  while  simple  appals 
for  money  are  easier  to 
comprehend. 

The  Times,  in  its  series  of 


articles  last  week,  did  not  get 
to  the  heart  of  the  matter, 
although  cm  occasions  it 
started  down  the  right  path, 
only  to  be  sidetracked. 

The  arguments  are  numer¬ 
ous:  the  need  to  invest  in  the 
retail  (bookmaking)  as  well  as 
the  production  side  (racing)  of 
these  inter-dependent  activ¬ 
ities;  the  true  rate  of  levy  and 
duty;  the  validity  of  compar¬ 
ing  bookmaJting  with  Total- 
isator  monopolies  abroad;  the 
huge  dice  of  revenue  taken  out 
ofbettingby  the  Treasury.  But 
throughout  the  debate,  no  one 
has  identified  the  most  fun¬ 
damental  of  all  the  iggies,  the 
nature  of  the  levy  itself 

Begun  as  a  voluntary  pay¬ 
ment  and  buer  put  on  a 
statutory  basis,  with  the  agree¬ 
ment  and  active  support  of 
bookmakers,  the  levy  was 
intended  to  race¬ 

courses  for  the  decline  of 
attendances  it  was  expected 
would  follow  the  advent  of 


betting  offices.  In  feet,  it  has 
done  this  and  much  more. 

Thai  is  the  why  of  the  levy; 
the  what  is  another  matter. 
Lord  Wigg,  the  former  ebair- 
;maa  of  the  Levy  Board  and 
later  president  of  BOLA, 
’described  it  as  a  hypothecated 
tax  -  a  charge  on  one  activity 
for  the  benefit  of  another. 

But  it  escapes  the 
accusation  of  being 
a  true  tax  if  it  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  agreed 
by  the  two  statutory 
bodies,  the  Levy  Board  and 
the  Bookmakers’  Committee. 

However,  if  tbe  Levy  Board 
insists,  as  it  has  this  year,  that 
the  percentage  of  turnover 
paid  in  levy  must  remain 
constant  regardless  of  circum¬ 
stances,  or  be  decided  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  the  levy 
must  become  a  tax. 
similarly-,  if  tiie  Jockey  Club 
wishes,  as  is  tire  case  now,  to 
rig-part  from  tbe  principle  of  an 
agreed  levy,  the  matter  must 


be  resolved  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  whoa  business  it  is  to 
impose  not  levies  but  taxes. 

This  is  dangerous  ground 
for  racing.  Tbe  Levy  Bomb 
has  forsaken  pound  notes  for 
percentages  and  the  Jockey 

Club  wants  to  take  mme  out  of 
hefting  than  betting  earns.  The 

Mad  Hatter  would  be  pushed 
to  do  better,  and  if  either  of 
these  views  prevails,  the 
mechanism  must  crumble.  _ 

For  if  there  is  no  negotia¬ 
tion,  only  annual  reference  to 
tiie  Home  Office,  the  levy  will 
have  become  a  tax.  Taxation 
is  dealt  with  by  the  Treasury. 
And  the  Treasury  (foes  not 
need  a  quango  to  do  its  work 
font. 

Does  racing  really  want  to 
abandon  its  unique  privilege 
of  having  its  own  private 
“taxation”  system  and  join 
the  queue  for  a  Government 
grant?  For  that  could  be  the 
outcome  if  the  desire  for 
greater  subsidy  is  not  tem¬ 


pered  with  commonscnsc  ~ 
betting  duty  and  levy  merged 
and  the  Turf  receiving  what¬ 
ever  degree  of  aid  future 
governments  of  uncertain  col¬ 
our  and  means  may  decide. 
Bookmakers  would  not  tike 
this;  be  sun:  that  raezag  would 
like  it  less. 

Given  its  philosophy,  the 
present  administration  cannot 
epjoy  having  attention  drawn 
to  an  example  of  hypotheca¬ 
tion.  and  bookmakers  believe 
that  racing  has  acted  irrespon¬ 
sibly  by  exposing  the  levy  to 
such  risk. 

Particularly  when  tbe  Book¬ 
makers’  Committee  has  of¬ 
fered  the  Levy  Board  more 
money  than  it  has  ever  re¬ 
ceived  before,  and  surely  more 
than  would  be  granted  by  tin 
Treasury,  which  would  _  be 
unlikely  to  place  a  pastime 
that  is  indulged  in  only  by  tbe 
well-heeled  high  on  its  tin  of 
priorities. 


CRICKET:  THE  LATEST  PLAYER  TO  REACH  HIS  HUNDREDTH  TEST  MATCH  APPEARANCE  HAS  DONE  SO  IN  RECORD  TIME 

Border  crosses  an  Australian  boundary 


From  John  Woodcock 
Melbourne 

When  Allan  Border  slips  on  his 
blazer  and  goes  out  to  toss  with 
Vivian  Richards  here  on  Saturday, 
be  Trill  become  the  eighth  cricketer 
and  the  first  Australian  to  make  100 
Test  appearances.  He  will  have 
made  them,  moreover,  in  less  than 
10  years,  albeit  by  only  a  few  days, 
and  no  one  else  has  done  that 

For  his  last  36  Tests  Border  has' 
been  Australia's  captain,  striving 
always  honestly,  occasionally, 
grumpily,  seldom  imaginatively, 
neither  stylishly  nor  Showily  but 
never  irresponsibly,  to  lead  them 
bade  to  the  promised  land.  Al¬ 
though  he  does  not  much  care  for 
the  one-day  game,  nothing  has 
given  him  more  pleasure  than 
Australia’s  unexpected  victory  in 
the  World  Cup  in  India  and 
Pakistan  last  year.  Of  his  eight  Test 
series  as  captain,  Australia  have  lost 
sevem  yet  he  remains  secure  in  his 
job. 

It  says  wonders  fin1  Border’s  game 
that  in  Australian  *iriea  which  have 
lost  a  good  deal  more  often  than 
they  have  won  (of  his  99  Tests 
Australia  have  won  24  and  lost  36) 
he  has  averaged  52.76  with  tbe  bat 
Only  players  of  great  skin  achieve 
such  statistical  heights  as  that,  even 
as  members  of  mostly  successful 
sides.  The  only  other  Australians  to 
have  managed  it  over  a  long  Test 
career  are  Sir  Donald  Bradman 
(99.94)  and  Greg  Chappell  (53.86). 
The  only  West  Indians  to  have  done 
so  are  George  Headley  (60.83), 
Garfield  Sobers  (57.78),  Everttm 
Weekes  (58.61),  Clyde  Walcott 
(56.68)  and  Richards  (53.09).  To  be 
in  sutih  illustrious  company  is  a 
measure  of  Border's  ability. 

The  first  cricketer  to  play  in  100 
Test  matches  was  Colin  Cowdrey, 
who  marked  the  moment,  against 
Australia  at  Edgbaston  in  1968,  by 
making  104.  He  went  on  to  play  in. 
3 14.  Sunil  Gavaskar  played  in  125, 
Geoffrey  Boycott  in  108  and  dive 


Career  record  of  Allan  Border 
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Lloyd  in  105;  Richards  and  Dilip. 
Vengsarkar  have  each  played  in  101 
and  David  Gower  in  100.  The  next 
to  reach  the  "century”  wifi  be  Kapil 
Dev  or  Javed  Miandad,  who  are 
both  on  95. 

The  New  Zealander  with  most 
caps  is  Richard  Hadlee  (77);  tbe 
leading  South  African,  when  they 
went  out  of  circulation,  was  John 
Waite  (50).  The  specialist  fest 
bowler  and  specialist  spinner  to 
have  come  nearest  to  100  Test 
appearances  are  Bob  Willis  (90)  and 
Derek  Underwood  (86)  respec¬ 
tively.  Rodney  Marsh  leads  the 
wicketkeepers  with  96,  followed  by 
Alan  Knott  (95).  Ian  Botham  has 
played  94.  Walter  Hammond 
played  85,  Bradman  52. 

Border's  average  of  10  Test 
matches  a  year  since  his  first  works 
out  at  one  every  five  weeks,  not  to 
mention  the  174  one-day  inter¬ 
nationals,  producing  4,347  runs, 
which  he  has  slotted  in  over  the 
same  period.  This,  of  course,  is 
;  ridiculous:  it  is  not  only  overkill,  it 
is  well  past  the  point  of  saturation. 
In  olden  times  it  toe*  “W.  G.”  19 
years  to  accumulate  his  22  Tests. 
.Wilfred  Rhodes  played  the  last  of 
his  58  Tests  31  years  and  315  days 
after  he  had  played  the  first,  by 
when  he  was  52  yean  and  165  days 
•old. 

Border,  aged  33,  hopes  to  con¬ 
tinue  playing  for  some  time.  He  has 
already  scored  more  Test  runs 
(7,650)  than  any  other  Australian, 
and  he  is  dosing  inexorably  on  the 
only  three  above  him,  Gavaskar 
(1<U22),  Boycott  (8,114)  and 
Sobers  (8,032).  Border  slipped  past 


Cowdrey  (7,624)  at  Perth  earlier  this 
month.  Three  years  from  now  he 
should  have  left  even  Gavaskar 
behind,  unless  it  all  proves  too 
much  of  a  strain. 

For  a  strain  it  most  certainly  is. 
The  leading  cricketers  are  treated 
more  as  travelling  seals  these  days 
than  as  players.  It  is  as  though,  like 
airliners,  they  are  uneconomical  in  a 
hangar.  They  get  into  such  a  daze  m 
the  one-day  competition  in  Austra¬ 
lia,  a  legacy  of  Packer,  that  they 
become  almost  disorientated,  un¬ 
sure  whom  they  have  to  play  next 
and  where.  And  all  the  while  Border 
.knows  that  if  be  foils,  anyway 
against  West  Indies,  the  chances  are 
that  Australia  will  go  down  too. 

Border  was  not  bom  to  lead.  He 
had  the  captaincy  thrust  upon  him. 
He  was  happy  enough  working  out 
the  percentages  of  batting,  when,  in 
November  1984,  the  job  became  too 
much  for  Kim  Hughes.  Border’s 
stock-in-trade  is  his  grit  He  is 
batting  now  with  a  chipped  thumb 
and  a  cracked  finger. 

But  there  are  many  rewards  as 
well:  such  as  reaching  milestones 
like  Saturdays’  and  being  acknowl¬ 
edged  by  players  and  followers 
everywhere  as  a  true  battier,  a 
dinknm  Aussie.  “He  deserves  all  the 
plaudits  that  his  marvellous  ’cen¬ 
tury*  will  bring,”  Bob  Hawke, 
Australia’s  prime  minister  and 
something  of  a  cricketer  himself; 
says.  The  bntises  and  the  frustra¬ 
tions  have  their  financial 
compensations  too:  Border  would 
not  be  grossing  something  in  the 
region  of  £100,000  a  year  in 
anything  else  he  could  be  doing. 


Striking  out  for  new  territory:  Border  is  poised  for  his  hundredth  Test 


SPORTS  LETTERS 


Academic  excellence  and  sport 


From  Mr  Derek  Wyatt 
Sir,  John  Goodbody  (December 
1 3)  gives  a  passionate  defence  of 
academic  elitism  and  of  the 
status  quo. 

A  British  university  in  the 
1990s  and  beyond  will  have  to 
have  excellence  as  its  watch¬ 
word  not  just  academic  ex¬ 
cellence.  Actors,  musicians, 
even  sportsmen  and  women, 
will  finally  be  accepted  in  their 
own  right  And  so  they  should. 

What  Oxford  University 
Rugby  Football  Club  has  done  is 
to  follow  the  example  set  by 
Bath  and  Stilling  Universities  of 
combining  academic  and  sport¬ 
ing  excellence.  But,  spoiling 
excellence  in  rugby,  cricket, 
soccer  or  rowing  can  only  now 
be  achieved  through  world-class 
sportsmen  and  women  who  are 
invariably  post-graduate  stu¬ 
dents. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DEREK  WYATT, 

Television  Sport  &.  Leisure, 

40  Soane  Street,  SWJ. 

From  Mr  John  S.  Hunter 
Sir,  I  would  not  wish  to  do  other 
than  applaud  John  Goodbody’s 
article  (December  13)  on  stu- 
dent  sport,  as  it  reaches,  in  my 
opinion,  a  valid  conclusion 
based  on  reasoned  arguments. 

With  all  due  respect  to  the 
CCPR,  and  tbe  personnel  to 
whom  John  Goodbody  gives 
proper  regard.  I  can  but  endorse 
his  views  through  my  experien¬ 
tial  position,  based  on  2i  years 
of  concurrent  involvement  in 
higher  education  and  sprat. 

The  flaw  in  the  argument,  that 
extended  study  waivers  will 
benefit  sportsmen  and  are  jus¬ 
tifiable  in  academic  terms,  is  in 


that  ii  is  an  a  priori  proposition 
prejudiced  towards  sport.  The 
empirics  will  counter  such  &be 
argument  —  however  well- 
intentioned. 

Experience  has  shown  that  it 
is  not  only  posable,  but  de¬ 
sirable,  for  an  undergraduate  to 
complete  his  degree  in  the 
allocated  span  whilst  excelling 
at,  or  developing  in,  sprat.  It  is 
evident  to  many  of  us  in  higher 
education  that  the  outstanding 
sportsman  and  academic  be-' 
.comes  outstanding  because  be 
or  she  recognizes  tbe  need  to 
apportion  time,  in  a  systematic 
and  organized  way,  to  aOow  for 
competition,  naming  and  study 
and  responds  accordingly.  My 
argument  is  that  in  striving  for, 
and  achieving,  a  balanced  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  demands  of  both 
sport  and  study,  they  become,  in 
turn,  more  balanced  people,  and 
surely  it  is  for  the  good  of  society 
sport  that  this  should  be  so. 

The  scholarship/bursary  argu¬ 
ment  is  no  different  than  the 
music  etc,  as  John  Goodbody 
rightly  points  out.  However,  the 
direction  from  wtuefa  such 
financial  support  should  come  is 
an  issue  for  debate.  It  could  be 
.argued  that  —  ironically  — 
governing  bodies  of  sport  are 
currently  doing  feast  to  offer 
such  inducements  to  academic 
study. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOHNS.  HUNTER 
Principal  Lecturer,  School  of 
Physical  Education  and  Sport, 
West  London  Institute  of 
Higher  Education, 

Borough  Road, 

Ideworth,  Middlesex. 


Inquiry  into 
racing  timely 

From  the  Chairman  of  The 
National  Council  on  Gambling 
Sir,  The  Minister  for  Sport, 
when  recently  launching  the 
Satellite  Information  System  in 
a  beting  shop,  was  reported  as 
saying  that  although  he  was 
responsible  for  236  sports,  rac¬ 
ing  came  under  the  Home- 
Secretary  (End  Column,  Decem¬ 
ber  13%  The  reason  is,  of  coarse,' 
that  horee  and  greyhound  racing' 
are  very  closely  linked  with 
betting,  and  that  activity  can 
have  serious  social  consequ-1 
cnees. 

It  should  be  remembered, 
amidst  all  the  current  pressure 
for  more  betting  money  to  be 
“'returned”  to  horse  racing,  that 
betting  is  not  an  area  where 
expansion  is  an  unqualified 
good.  It  is  the  punters’  money 
chat  is  being  used  and  expansion 
increases  the  likelihood  of 
excessive  betting.  Furthermore, 
the  existing  arrangements  for 
the  horserace  betting  levy  have 
led  to  soggestions  that  there 
should  be  levies  to  provide 
money  for  greyhound  racing 
and  for  fbotbalL 

As  proposed  in  your  leader 
(December  17)  an  official  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  funding  of  horse 
racing  would  be  timely.  Such  an 
inquiry  could,  with  advantage, 
consider  the  appropriateness  or 
Otherwise  of  statutory  levies  as  a 
source  of  funding 
Yours  faithfully, 

£  MORAN, 

Chairman, 

The  National  Council  on 
Gambling, 

26  Bedford  Square.  WC1. 


Snub  to  women  at  Henley 

From  Mr  Christopher  Anton  experimental  women’s  races  in 

Sir,  The  stewards  of  the  Healey  1981  and  1982  when  most  of  the 
Royal  Regatta  have  yet  again  races  were  won  easily.  That  was 
delivered  another  snub  to  worn--  .nearly  seven  years  ago,  however, 
■-  and  the 


tar’s  rowing  by  announcing  fur. 
ther  increases  in  the  men’s 
(December  14). 
tiie  regatta  introduced  a 
fifth  day  it  was  thought  that  this 
would  alleviate  the  over¬ 
crowded  race  programme  and 
give  an  opportunity  to  introduce 
women's  races.  However,  the 
stewards  have  decided  to  use  up 
thfaertra  time  by  increasing  the 
entry  in  the  Thames  from  32  to 
48,  the  Diamonds  and  Visitors 
from  16  to  24  and  the  Britannia 
from  16  to  32. 

These  extra  48  races  could 
have  been  used  for  a  limited 
ie  of  women’s  events 
open  status  eights,  coxed 
fours  and  sculls  with  eight 
entries  each,  and  college  eights 
and  senior  two  coxed  fours 
(which  is  tbe  standard  of  the 
Thames)  oath  12  entries  each. 

No  doubt  some  stewards 
would  be  horrified  at  my 
.tion  and  mutter 
about  the  not  very 


numbers  and  standards 
of  female  rowers  have  increased 
greatly  since  then. 

Tbe  number  Of  recorded  ffe- 
■  mate  rowers  of  registered  rowing 
dobs  in  England  has  increased 
by  56  per  cent  from  3,179  in 
1982  to  4,974  last  year  and  tire 
percentage  time  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  first  and  last  boats  in 
the  national  championship 
final*  also  decreased  t*™** 
1982. 

The  stewards’  excuses  that 
.there  is  no  room  in  the  pro- 
, gramme  and  that  women’s  row¬ 
ing  lacks  strength  in  depth  do 
not  now  exist  and  it  is  obvious 
that  tbe  only  reason  for  wom¬ 
en’s  continued  exclusion  is  the 
chauvinism  of  some  of  tiie 
stewards.-  This  must  hmMi  wwt 
year’s  150th  anniversary 
celebrations  in  some  way. 

Yours  faithfully, 
CHRISTOPHER  ANTON, 

40  Perowne  Street, 

Cambridge. 


Status  in  question 

From  Sertor  Fernando  Mir 
Sir,  About  your  article.  Call  to 
Chfle  shows  steep  fen  in  status 

When  Iread  it  1  asked  mjiselfr . 

What  has  the  Kngtiah  iwm  rlnn> 
in  the  fast  years  to  be  worthy  of 
playing  against  Chile? 

For  example  I  can  tell  you 

that  the  ta«+  ftfftrial  mtw. 

national  matches  in  which  Chile 
played  were  the  South  American 
Cup  in  Argentina  In  the  first 
round  we  beat  Venezuela  and 


then  Brazil  4-0  (Brazil  played 
with  its  best  team). 

In  the  semi-final  we  beat 
Colombia  2-1  and  as  far  as  I 
remember  this  team  gave  a  lot  of 
problems  to  England  when  they 
met  in  May  Jn  the  final  we  lost 
to  Uruguay  1-0. 

Yours  faithfully, 

FERNANDO  MIR, 

Passfidd  Hall, 

Enrtexleigh  Place,  WC1. 


Adjusting  the  law 

From  Mr  Roger  D’OmeUas 
Sir,  Referring  to  Mr  Wood- 

statistical  evidence  contradicts 
his  assertion  that  West  Indies 
have  done  less  well  in  limited- 
over  matches  than  in  Tests.  In 
feet,  in  the  period  referred  to, 
from  January  1, 1987,  it  is  only 
ngajnq  England  that  his  asser¬ 
tions  can  be  justified. 

As  regards  Tests,  against  In¬ 
dia,  Pakistan  and  New  Zealand, 
West  Indies  have  drawn  three 
series  (winning  three  matches 
and  losing  three)  all  prior  to  the 
series  "gninu  l-ngtanri,  which 
West  ladies  won  4-0.  West 
Indies  are  now  two  up  against 
Australia- So  it  is  dear  that  West 
Indies  have  gone  through  a 
period  ofless  than  dominance  in 
Tests. 

In  the  same  period,  in  the 
limited-over  games.  West  Indies 
have  been  dominant  against 
India,  Pakistan,  New 
and  Sri  Lanka,  winning  20 


and  losing  only  four, 
r  against  England  have  their 
results  been  poor— losing  seven 
and  winning  only  one. 

It  is  worth  pointing  out  that  in 

the  limited-overs  World  Cup  in 
1987,  it  was  only  two  unlikely 
last-over  efforts  by  their  oppo¬ 
nents  that  cost  West  Indies  a 
place  in  the  semi-finals.  Knee 
their  team  performance  must 
have  been  affected  by  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  Gree  nidge  and  Mar¬ 
shal!  and  also,  very  significantly, 
that  West  Indies  selected  a 
maximum  of  three  fast  bowlers 
for  every  game  (due  possibly  to 
the  fact  that  fines  were  to  be 
imposed  on  sides  foiling  to 
complete  their  quota  of  overs  on 
time)  instead  of  the  usual  four,  it 
seems  a  little  half-baked  to  pock 
out  lack  of  short-pitched  bowl¬ 
ing  as  a  reason  fra  their  apparent 

In  conclusion  I  would  add: 

1)  that  it  appears  self-evident 
that  iffesibowkxs  are prevented 
from  bowling  bouncers,  they 


will  be  less  successful  in  tiie 
same  sense  that  if  they  were ' 
prevented  from  bowling,  say, 
they  would  be  less 


2)  that  West  Indies’  victories 
in  Tests  during  tiie  summer  of 
1988  were  not  based  on  short- 
pitched  bowling. 

3)  that  West  Indies  bowled 
1 39  overs  of  fist  bowling  during 
the  recently  completed  second 
Test  against  Australia  and  there- 
foxe  at  a  generally  acceptable 
average  rate  of  1  %  bouncers  per 
over,  one  can  calculate  that 
about  200  short-patched  deliv¬ 
eries  would  be  acceptable. 

4)  that  if  Mir  Woodcock  is 
reposing  to  ban  short-pridied 

1  because  of  its  lack 


of  charm,  mis  may  be  a  va fid 
point  of  view  but  West  Indies? 
success  or  lack  of  success  is 
irrelevant. 

Youra  anccrriy, 

R.  A.  ITORNELLAS 
24  HitberweQ  Drive, 

Harrow  Weald.  Middlesex. 


From  Mr  Alan  M.  Ludces 
Sir,  With  reference  to  John 

Woodcock’s  article  (December 
10)  cm  shart-jriiched  bowling. 

As  1  see  it,  this  present 
tendency  for  the  proliftration  of 
short-pitched  balls  could  be 
reduced,  and  their  impact  re¬ 
duced,  by  applying  the  front- 
foot  law  to  the  bowling  crease 
instead  of  tiie  present  popping 
crease.  This  in  effect  would  give 
the  batsman  an  extra  four  feet  in 
which  to  sight  the  halL  It  would 
also  reduce,  if  not  eliminate. 
damage  to  tire  pitch  by 
tbe  bowler’s  follow-through,  as 
be  now  has  eight  feet  in  which  to 

avoid  the  danger  area. 

The  only  problem  appears  to 

be  in  that  by  using  the  bowling 
crease,  some  bowler's  action, 
may  interfere  with  the  wickets, 
but  this  should  just  require  a 
readjustment  of  his  nm-up. 
Yours  faithfully. 

ALAN  M.  LUCRES, 

69  Gteenaae,  Wembdqn. 
Bridgwater,  Somerset. 


Power  of  union 

From  Mr  Ross  CamOish 
Sir,  I  was  disappointed  to  team 
(December  15)  of  Scott 
Hastings's  one-week  suspension 

by  the  Scottish  Rugby  Union, 
for  playing  in  a  foreign  seven-a¬ 
side  tournament,  without  of¬ 
ficial  [wmiainn. 

Does  tins  mean  that  any 
player,  of  whatever  standard, 
must  first  contact  the  SRU 
before  accepting  invitations  to 
play  overseas,  otherwise  he  may 
he  suspended? 

As  rugby  union  is  still  an 
nWpwiif  mri  amatwif  gairw, 

played  primarily  for  one’s  own 
enjoyment,  is  ft  not  unhealthy 
far  the  gfase  that  the  SRU 
should  have  this  hold  over 
players?  And  as  the  SRU  claim 
to  be  great  upholders  of  tbe 
amateur  ethic  is  this  not  a  case 
of  having  doubfe  standards? 
Yours  faithfully, 

ROSS  CANDUSH, 

Chattan  Lodge,  GroomeRoad, 
Defford,  Worcestershire. 


Sports  Letters  may  be  sad 
by  fox  to  61-782  5046 


Waugh  run  chase 
foiled  by  light 


Sydney  (Renter)— Mark  Waugh 
fed  a  New  Sooth  Wales  run 
chase  against  die  Pakistanis  that 
was  thwarted  tor  bad  tight  and 
rain  yesterday.  Set  21 5  to  win  m 
53  overs,  New  South  Wales  were 
150  fin-  two  with  10  overs  left 
when  the  fight  ended  play.  It  was 
their  fourth  draw  in  succession. 

Waugh,  twin  brother  of  Steve 
Waugh,  tbe  Test  aB-rounder, 
made  63  not  out  from  93  balls 
and  shared  a  second-wicket 
stand  of  104  in  22  overs  with 
Taylor.  Victory  for  New  South 
Wales  seemed  to  have  gone 
when  the  first  10  overs  yielded 
just  eight  runs.  It  was  hindered 
further  when  Smith  retired  hurt 
after  being  struck  on  the  hand  by 
Wasim  Akram  and  disappeared. 

when  the  fight  foiled. 

Earlier  Pakistan,  131  for  four 
ove might,  declared  at  198  for 
eight,  after  Whitney,  the  tefi- 
ann  bowler,  returned  career  best 
figures  of  five  for  66  for  a  match 
return  o fame  for  100L  Whitney 
has  now  taken  28  wickets  in  six 
first-dass  games  this  season  and 
is  a  candidate  fra  next  year's 

Ashes  tour  of  England.  “It  was  a 

matter  of  time  before  I  took  a 


•s 


bag  of  wickets,”  Whitney  said 
“I've  been  very  consistent  all 
season  but  taking  wine  in  the  one 
game  against  a  touring  side  is  a 
definite  bonus.” 
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Greenidge  and  Dujon 
take  batting  practice 


Hobart  (Reuter)  ~  West  Indies 
tuned  up  for  Saturday’s  third 
Test  against  Australia  with  some 
batting  practice  as  their  three- 
day  match  against  Tasmania 
ended  in  a  draw  on  Wednesday. 
Tasmania's  first  innings  contin¬ 
ued  until  after  lunch  on  the  final 
day  and  with  a  result  out  of  the 
question.  West  Indies  finished 
on  112  for  no  wicket  in  their 

second  innings. 

Gordon  Greenidge  and  Jeff 
Dig  on,  the  wicketkeeper,  a 
replacement  opener  for  the  in¬ 
jured  Desmond  Haynes,  bad  an 
untroubled  afternoon,  jogging 
between  wickets.  At  one  stage, 
Greenidge  even  dared  fieldsmen 
to  throw  down  the  sumps  by 
walking  between  the  wickets.  Be 
ended  on  58  with  Dujon  on  53. 

Far! iff,  Tasmania’s  batsmen 
fined  the  rarity  of  a  prolonged 
stint  of  West  Indies  spin  bowl¬ 

ing,  as  they  took  their  first 
;  total  from  1 32  for  five  to 
out  shortly  after  tea. 
Bruce  Cruse,  who  was  struck 

down  white  fidding  dose  to  the 

bat  on  Monday,  just  nmficri  a 

maiden  first-dass  century  for 

Tasmania.  He  hit  11  fours  and 
one  six  in  a  plucky  98. 

Danny  Buckingham,  who  had 
to  have  stitches  in  his  neck  after 

betog  struck  by  a  Par  ftinerson 

.bouncer  in  the  first  h 
made  69  before  he  was! 
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39«i-a;HDereri6«w7 

•  Yorkshire  yesterday  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  West  Indian 
captain,  Viv  Richards,  wants  to 
play  fra  them  next  season.  A 
statement  issued  by  Brian 
Walsh,  the  Yorkshire  ctinmnan, 
said:  “An  approach  has  been 
made  to  the  dub  on  behalf  of 
Viv  Richards  offering  his  se>- 
'Irices  forthe  1989 - " 


Fame,  but 
no  record 
for  landing 
41in  trout 

By  Conrftd  Voss  Bark 

This  fa  the  sad,  though  trfem- 
pinst  slaty,  of  the  world  record 
brown  Croat  that  weighed  38ft 
9ez  which  was  caught  last 
flnrnnw  ia  tbe  North  Fork  river 
in  Arkansas,  In  the  United 
States,  as  told  in  the  American 
magazine.  Outdoor  Life. 

The  fish  was  taken  by  a  dairy 
products  salesman.  Michael 
-Hasy"  Manky,  aged  25,  fa 
pitch  darkness.  He  was  asfcxga 
spinning  rod,  called  an  ngly-sdk, 
a  6ft  line,  a  kad  weight  and  a 
No  A6  treble  book  hailed  with 
cora  aad  a  piece  af 
narefcmdlow. 

He  had  felt  a  Sew  tenches 
which  be  thought  were  small 
fish  hat  th^y  took  Ms  halt  re 
next  rtm»  hie  bad  a  touch  he 
decided  to  strike.  *T  set  the  book 
pretty  hard,”  he  said.  “Bnt  whea 
my  rod  was  abont  balfeay  up  it 
jast  stopped.  It  wm  solid.  Then 
the  fish  started  taking  lire  aad 
taking  It  harder  aad  fester.” 

Manley  never  looked  at  Ms 
watch  bat  he  frit  it  mast  have 
here  hrifaa  boor  before  the  fish 
was  taken.  He  hreaght  it  near  to 
tiie  bank  sfac  times  only  for  it  to 
■n  away  again.  By  toe  seventh  it 
was  thing.  IBs  friend.  Tam 
Lang,  got  ft  into  the  net  hat  toe 
Mmmmmm  wntif  aarteu  in 
bend  when  he  lifted  it.  Manley 
jumped  into  the  water,  helped 
Long  to  grasp  the  meshes  of  the 
net,  and  hw^t  the  fish  Into 
share. 

The  weight  was  checked  stas 
alkiright  grocery  store  aad  later 
by  an  official  of  the  state  fishery 
department.  The  fish  was  39fbs 
9oz  and  measared  41  todies  to 
length.  To  ghe  yon  rente  idea  of 
the  size,  the  width  of  the  page  on 
which  tub  report  is  published  is 
14Vt  inches  so  that  toe  fish  al  41 
inches  to  toe  fork  of  the  tafl 
would  be  the  width  of  tone 
pages  of  The  Tim*. 

The  sad  iwquy*  Is  *****  the 
International  Game  Fish 
Association  has  Mfased  to  rec¬ 
ognize  the  fish  as  a  world  record 
because  it  was  caught  on  a  treble 
hook  which  is  anathema.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Freshwater  Fbhrag 
Hall  of  Fame  has  rrrogntad  ft 
asm  world  record. 

D  might  be  worth  ran 
tire  Americans  that  tire 
brawn  treat  reported  to 
been  caught  oa  rod  and  tore  was 
taken  from  Loch  Awe.  to  Scot¬ 
land,  fa  1866.  A  pound  heavier 
than  Mauley's  at  390m  8m  k 
also  fa  an  anaffichri  world 
record. 
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Alekhine  to  spark  ofi 
long-range  treble 
for  the  Pitman  team 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 

Carvill’s  Hill  unlikely 
to  run  at  Leopardstown  3 


SPORT 


By  Mandarin 
(Michael  Phillips) 

Jenny  Pitman  could  tom  out 
to  be  the  most  successful 
trainer  again  today  with  win. 
ners  at  both  UnafwM  Vba 
and  Hereford. 

AWJnwSlSJ^ndHo^S 
(1 .45)  to  give  her  and  her  son. 
Mark,  a  doable  before  stable 
companion  Xante  Marie 
(3.30)  plays  her  part  at 
Hereford. 

Following  that  victory  by  15 
lengths  at  Warwick  three 
weeks  ago,  Alekhin*  is 

grated  as  the  day’s  best  bet  to 

wm  the  EBF  Novices  Hurdle 
Qualifier  on  the  Surrey  track, 
and  is  napped  accordingly 

What  that  WanridT  race 
confirmed  was  the  fevonrable 
impression  gained  season 
from  watching  him  compete 

in  educational  races  on  the  fiat 

at  Kempton,  Sandown,  and 

Liverpool. 

On  the  Midlands  course  he 
trouimed  Lily  Mab,  who  hpd 
won  first  time  out  ««d 
since  pseked  up  the  winning 
thread  again  at  Worcester 
where  she  beat  Monday’s 
Towoester  winner  island  Set 
by  a  wide  margin. 

Now  Bruton  Street, 
Lausdryman,  Mount  Erebus, 
and  Real  Class  would  appear 
to  comprise  the  hard  core  of 
Alekhine's  opposition.  But 
Bruton  Street  should  not  give 
him  41b,  even  if  he  is  back  to 
his  best  which  ire  was  clearly 
not  at  Cheltenham  last  rim* 

Real  Class  was  the  better  on 
the  Flat,  bat  his  two  races  over 
hurdles  have  been  something 
of  a  let-down. 

With  the  long  term  in  mind 
I  win  be  interested  to  see  how 
Lord  Head’s  newcomer 
Mount  Erebus  fores.  For  he 
showed  promise  at  home  in 


Mark  Pitman:  to 

gain  Iingfidd  doable 

the  Spring  when,  he  was  in  the 
care  ofNIcky  Henderson  with¬ 
out  actually  making  ft  to  the 
course. 

.Haw  Now,  my  idea  of  the 
likely  winner  of  the  Croydon 
Advertiser  Group  Handicap 
Chase,  strolled  home  the  12 
lengths  winner  of  his  first  race 

Mandarin  (Michael  FhSUps) 
made  ft  three  naps  in  a  row 
yesterday  when  Kerinsfort 
(Evens)  obliged  at  Edinburgh. 
The  Private  Handfcapper’s  top 
rating.  Comm  (3-1),  also  woo  at 


of  the  season  at  Phnnpton 
nine  days  ago  in  spite  of 
looking  as  though  he  needed* 
the  outing. 

Those  who  abide  implicitly 
by  the  form  book  can  rightly 
point  out  that  How  Now 
should  not  beat  Breakfast  Car 
if  their  running  at  Phnnpton 
last  March  is  taken  into 
consideration. 

On  that  occasion  they  car¬ 
ried  the  same  weight'and  How 
Now  won  by  1  %  lengths.  This 
time  Breakfast  Car,  who  has 
won  each  of  ins  latest  two 


Dwyer  delivers  four 
winners  at  Edinburgh 


Mark  Dwyer  rode  a  122-1  four- 
timer  at  Edinburgh  yesterday  on 
Kevinsfoit,  Comeragh  lung. 
Gold  Options,  and  Apple  Wine. 

The  first  three  were  all  trained 
by  Malton  trainer  Jimmy  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  but  Apple  Wine  was 
saddled  by  a  man  better  known 
for  his  exploits  on  the  Flat  — 
David  Chapman. 

The'  fluee-borse  Charting 
Developments  Santa  dans 
Handicap  Chase  provided 
Comeragh  King  with  his  first 
success  of  the  season. 

The  gddmg,  who  attracted 
£17,000  in  major  bets,  tracked 
Vflhexstown  for  most  of  the  race 
and  when  that  horse  made  a  bod 
mistake  five  out,  the  contest  was 
as  good  as  over. 

Comeragh  King,  who  jumped 
wefl  throughout,  went  dear  to 


score  by  an  impressive  30 
iwyiw  from  Doronicazn,  with 
vimerstowna  further  15  lengths 
away. 

Kevinsfoit  defied  topweight 
of  12st  71b  to  beat  Golden  Fancy 
by  2  Vi  lengths  in  the  Glassedin 
Securities  Yuletide  Handicap 
Chase.  “I  was  pretty  confident 
that  Kevinsfoit  would  win,  he 
was  always  going  well,  "Dwyer 
said. 

Gold  Options  it  three 
winnera  firm  three  runners  at 
the  meeting  for  fitZBnald  when 
he  beat  Ringmare  by  six  lengths 
in  the  Rush  «ini  Tompkins 
Festive  Novices  Chase 
•  Steve  Smith  Ecdes  completed 
a  double  at  Bangor  with  Comp- 
ton  Park(7-2)  and  Matlnb  (5-2), 
on  whom  the  rider  was  cleared 
of  improper  use  of  the  whip. 


Aquilifer  still  favourite 


Aquilifer  remains  the  4-1 
favourite  with  the  sponsors  for 
the  Coral  Welsh  National  at 
Chepstow  on  Tuesday.  At  yes¬ 
terday’s  five-day  declaration  19 
runners  were  declared.  Other 
prices:  9-2  Bonanza  Boy,  8-1 
The  Thinker,  Handy  Trick,  10-1 
Cawies  Clown,  Torside,  12-1 
Run  And  Skip,  14-1  Cuddy  Dale 
and  Cool  Sun. 

Celtic  Shot,  last  season’s 
Champion  Hurdle  winner,  and 

Edinburgh  results 

Qntmp  pood  w  ton 

-  an  hdw  1.  NATURALLY  AO- 


among  the  11  runners  declared  There  are  50  remaining 
for  the  Top  Rank  Christmas  tries  for  the  Ladbroke,  w] 
Hurdle  at  Kempton  Park  on  will  have  its  next  accepts 
Tuesday.  stage  with  the  four-< 

Both  will  be  meeting  declarations. 

Young  appointee 

for  the  first  time.  Aldina,  Kenneth  Yanra,  former  mm 
Chatam,  Floyd,  Fat's  Jester,  mg  director  ofExtd,  has  l 
Sprowston  Boy,  Vague  Shot,  appointed  drief  executive  of 
Wishlon  and  GreenlriBs  Joy  Horseracing  Advis 
make  up  the  rest  of  the  entry  Committee. 

Bangor 

£1.60,  rasa  DR  £l«a  CSR  ete.16.  Oota«  good  to  nofttchk  soft  MM) 
Tricast  £10041.  No  bid. 


1230  (2m 


II  niiiiliii|i«li  so  Mtea 

m&y  GoneraJ^^^H 


£21029. 

12.45  pm  eh)  1.  REVMSFOffT  (M 

LMwim  mi JtoJS 

HtrwrvW  «t  Mteon.  TotK  £1.40-  DR 
eUtLCSFiESM. 


Dwyer,  t 
10-lfci 
ran.aOI.15L 
TotK  £220.  DR 


1.  BAMC  VIEW 


i*  Bon  Rat«r._  16 


Bonus 
1J.4LI 
£3.30:  £170.  £1 
£1236. 


6ran.6L 
_  BaTota 

dr  rasa  CSR 


J  Nolan.  16- 


Gan%.*3-ip-tavj:! 
2):  3.  Star  M— «tfo 


ALSO  RAN:  3  Ate.  £-■**.= 

Emrioft  (04. 10  BooMa  BasterjxA  12 
Moloch  (SBi).  25  JaBy  JM  (Sth).  33  MflM 


DwjW.  14-1k  2.  Ukhara 
30):  3.  NMf  Oi 
ALSO  RAN:  5-2 

U  Rtek.Anoftar 

on.  Tote:  £11 

wm.  sun  DR  £1100. 

ra635.TW»C£B8432 


Sundayaport 

MUmarran.  18  ran.. — 

TViMar  at  Malton.  To»: 

£1.40.  £132  OR  £242  CSR 

tO  (3m  Ch)  1.  COMPTON  PARK 
Smith  Ecdes,  7-2):  2  Qaterook 
Scudamore,  54  «BMk2  Date  W_ 
Dunwoody.  9-1 L  ALSO  RAN:  7-2  Dan 
Rateo(f),15-2 


THE 


TIMES 


RoUn  0x4- 12  ran.  2L  2d,  1 
King  at  Broad  HWon.  Tote 
£1*.  £522  OR  £&!».  £1244. 

Tricast  g«i06. 

130  ten  hdta)  1,  MATLUB  (S  Smith 
Ecdes.  53);  2  EaoaadU  AHarria.  10-lk 
3.  WM  A  Ste  lt-1)  ALSO 

RAN:  2  favGttaxy  Kris  Ktfi),  5-2  Chtsl 

cSdranS^&^narB  (pufl.  Fafs*' F»S 

|  on-Ttem.  TotK  £430;  £1.10;  £130,  £260. 
DR  £102a  CSR  £27.78.  Bought  in 
!  LfiOOgns. 

1.  WALLY  WOMBAT  (M 
Boy  (A  Watt,  3. 
11-fi 


'**:  f  >  <  open  a  Wffliam  Hill  credit  accountnow  ^ wWi 

this  exclusive  offer  to  readers  of  The  Times 
•  V  The  Times  today  presents  a  special  and 

• -r !  exciting  offer  with  William  Hill  booton^ters 

*  -  a  free  pair  of  ths  famous  Call  Zeiss^ 

if1  Binoculars  (8x30).  a  ifeHmaguawrt* 

•  telephone  your  bets  from  anywt»re^8ie 

onniinable  and  on  course  at  all  principal 

?-  ■  ^ssasssa; 

in  TheTimes^ 

A  - — - - 

WUUAMH^L  FUEEPOST,  LEEDS  LS2  8XS 


name  (Mr/Mra/Mfos)- 
AODRESS - - 

TELEPHONE - 

SKMATURE— - - 


.Postcode. 


.n  «m  over  18) 
Code  0457 


PtacapotOTUa 


•  Mis  Rxyna  Dean  has  been 
appointed  to  serve  as  a  member 
of  the  Levy  appeal  tribunal. 


Muddle  issues  ultimatum 


races  by  12  lengths;  will  be 
receiving  9R>  from  his  old 
rival. 

What  influences  me  sow  is 
Mrs  Pittman’s  assertion  that 
How  Now  was  never  100  per 
cent  right  last  season.  If  that 
success  last  week  is  anything 
to  go  by,  she  has  certainly  got 
him  to  her  fitting  now. 

Mamora  Bay  is  another 
fancied  Pitman  nmner  at 

Tjngfwlri  But  I  dOllbt  him 

being  quite  able  to  give  61b  to 
EaYopak  Token  in  the  LV 
Muddle  Centenary  Novices 
Chase.  Envopak  Token  has 
already  run  well  to  finish 
second  in  similar  races  at 
Towcester  and  Lingfield, 
beaten  by  Good  Waters  and 
Nick  The  Brief  respectively. 
In  fact.  Mamma  Bay  has 
nothing  in  hand  ofDercander 
on  the  book. 

Like  Mrs  Pitman,  Reg 
Akehtnst  could  easily  end  foe 
day  having  a  winner  at  both 
meetings. 

For  Prince  Satire,  his  run¬ 
ner  in  the  TtnfiaD  Con¬ 
ditional  Jockeys  Handicap 
Hurdle,  had  six  lengths  in 
hand  which  be  strolled  home 
the  winner  of  a  handicap  over 
today’s  course  and  distance  12 
days  ago. 

Stable  ^nmjrvwiinn  UmBow, 

who  is  my  choice  to  win  the 
Coltsfoot  Novices  Hurdle  at 
Hereford,  was  quite  a  useful 
horse  on  the  Flat,  just  a  bit 
better  than  Indian  Baba,  who 
will  also  be  rea  lting  his  jump¬ 
ing  debut. 

Tante  Marie,  my  selection 
for  the  Coriander  Handicap 
Hurdle,  looked  as  though  foe 
was  crying  out  for  this  sort  of 
distance  when  finishing 
strongly  in  second  place  at  the 
end  of  two  miles  and  five 
foriongs  at  Warwick  last  week. 

Elsworth  pulls 
Floyd  out 
of  Ladbroke 

Floyd,  a  good  second  to  Condor 
Pan  in  the  Bala  Hurdle  at 
ChrffMilMnn  11  days  ago,  will 
'miss  Leopardstown’s  Ladbroke 
Handicap  Hurdle  on  January 
14 

Floyd's  trainer,  David 
Elsworth,  who  woo  the  1987 
Ladbroke  with  Barnbrook 
Again,  has  left  in  Cbesham 
Squire,  who  is  12-1  from  16-1 
with  the  sponsors,  at  yesterday's 
forfeit  stage. 

The  sponsors  also  laid  Mole 
Board  to  lose  £100,000  and  now 
malm  Owen  0*Neiirs  charge  the 
6-1  favourite. 

Roark  is  still  on  course  to 
attempt  a  follow-up,  and  could 
bejoinedm  the  line-up  by  stable 
companion  Feroda,  though 
their  trainer,  Arthur  Moore,  has 
withdrawn  Musical  Paddy. 

Other  absentees  will  be  Mixed 
Blends,  second  to  Vagador  in 
the  Waterford  Crystal  Supreme 
Novices’  Hurdle  at  the  Chelten¬ 
ham  Festival,  and  Rdekto. 

There  are  50  remaining  en¬ 
tries  for  the  Ladbroke,  which 
will  have  its  next  acceptance 
stage  with  the  four-day 

ilwlarafinn. 

Young  appointment 

Kenneth  Yoiim,  foiniernranag- 
ing  director  ofExtd,  has  beat 
appointed  chief  executive  of  the 
Horseracing  Advisory 
Committee. 

Bangor 


From  Onr  Irish  Racing  Correspondent,  Dublin 
Leopaxdsum’s  Boxing  Day  the  Black  and  White  Whisky 
meeting  looks  like  losing  Champion  Chase  at 
CaxriQ*s  Hm,  its  biggest  draw-  Leopanfstown  on  Wednesday. 
jog  card.  It  b  an  indication  of  the 

At  Naran  yesterday,  Jim  shortage  of  top-ffigfat  steeple- 
Dreaper  revealed  that  he  was  chasers  that  fob  valuable  prize 
now  a  doabtfol  runner  in  the  should  have  predated  sach  a 
Dennys  Gold  Medal  Novice  pn*|t  Ham-day  declaration. 
Chase.  It  promises  to  he  a  threeway 

He  refosed  to  be  specific  about  contest  involving  Barnbrook 
me  reasons  beyond  sayfom  *T  '  Again,  last  year’s  winner  Wea- 
foink  it  might  now  come  a  fart  too  ther  The  Storm  and  Wolf  Of 
soon  after  Na van.”  Badenoch,  who  has  been  patting 

Barnbrook.  Again  win  have  a  together  a  stylish  record  since 
maxupnm  of  six  opponents  in  the  start  of  the  winter  campaign. 


He  refcsed  to  be  specific  abort 
the  reasons  beyond  saytog:  *T 
ftiak  ft  might  now  come  a  Mt  too 
soon  after  Na  van.” 

Basttbrook  Again  win  have  a 
maximum  of  six  opponents,  in 


Ron  Muddle's  consortium 
which  wants  to  stage  all-weather 
raring  at  Nottingham  is  cm  the 
verge  erf  pulling  out. 

Muddle  has  given  the  Jockey 
Club  and  Levy  Board  until 
tomorrow  to  come  to  a  derision, 
following  their  inability  to  reach 
a  verdict  cm  a  northern  all- 
weather  venue  on  Tuesday 
when  they  gave  Lingfirid  Park 
the  gO-ahcad  in  foe  South. 

“If  no  satisfactory  response  is 

received  by  Friday,  total  with¬ 
drawal  of  our  offered  invest¬ 
ment  will  result,  together  with  a 
full  explanation,"  Muddle  said 
yesterday. 

TV  Levy  Board  hnri  (Vrfwl 


not  to  meet  again  to  discuss  the 
proposal  from  Nottingham  until 
January  19,  although  hinted  (hat 
a  Special  meeting  could  be  held 
early  in  the  New  Year  if 
necessary. 

*  Nottingham  is  run  by  Not¬ 
tingham  Racecourse  Co  Lid,  a 
wholly  owned  subsidiary  of 
Racecourse  Holdings  Trust, 
which  administers  the  course  on 
behalf  of  the  Jockey  Club,  but 
.Muddle  cannot  effectively  move 
until  those  shares  are  sold  to 

him 

“We  have  £8  million  avail¬ 
able  and  are  prepared  to  provide 
foe  Midlands  with  a  first-class 
racecourse.  We’ve  got  what 


others  haven’t  —  money,  but 
quite  frankly  Fm  getting  side  of 
the  delay,  and  we  will  go  off  and 
do  something  else  with  our 
money,"  reported  Muddle. 

David  Pipe,  for  the  Jockey 
Club,  said:  “If  it  was  decided  to 
have  all-weather  raring  at  Not¬ 
tingham,  then  the  Racecourse 
Holdings  Trust  would  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  sell  its  shares  to 
Mr  Muddle  for  the  greater  in¬ 
terests  of  racing.  Buz  there  have 
been  other  conditions  that  have 
not  been  met  so  that  we  could  be 
confident  of  racing  in  the  long 
term,  and  some  stumbling 
points  with  Mr  Muddle  »iy> 
Nottingham  Council.” 


LINGFIELD  PARK 


Selections 

By  Mandarin 


12.45  Envopak  Token. 
1.15  ALEKHINE  (nap). 

1.45  How  Now. 


2.15  Just  As  Hopeful 
2.45  The  Lockpenny  Man. 

3.15  Prince  Satire. 


By  Michael  Seely 

1.15  ALEKHINE  (nap),  1.45  How  Now.  _ 

_ The  Hines  Private  Hacdicapper’s  top  raring:  1.15  ALEKHINE. 

Going?  good 

1245  L  V  MUDDLE  CENTENARY  NOVICES  CHASE  (£2,524: 2m  41)  (11  namars) 

1  00-1525  MUM  BABV  IS  (BAH  (PRamy).!  Say**  7-114 _ iteK  Unite  74 

2  91/0004  MAMOftA BAY1S pWl^)(Mra E HScftns) Urn  J PtoTUJl 6-11-6 _ MMhw  M 

3  0/43-*  DCBCAMIElt  IS  (NCkicar}  Lady  HentM  6-11-2 - ,  n 

4  1511-22  ENVGPAK TOKBi  12 (FfiJS} (F  Aitfu)  J QHkxO  7-1 1-2 _ EMorpfcy  KM 

5  64/MF5  HASTY  QANBLE 12 (FA) flC fBgson) A Mocn  B-11-2 _ QHmm  S* 

6Q/PRMS  KM(7SSLAVman(DPeeia)PHBy«iwd7-1V2 _ BWiWO  — 

7  6/  MR MC 1352 (tes A Traynoi)JBtoe 7-1142 _ MnCEM  

.8  OTOMF  fiNBAKAPSMV IB (S){M»E Courage MWWwn 6-11-2 _  ■  Laocb  

9  00500*  TMflBSWN»09tMn*AHaalr)RAkatant6-11-2 _ QLanteu  _ 

10  0/046  WllT«nii«Mi>fc.i»MBWPH-H.Mm  PteMBtefn  — 

11  _ sa-  SEA CHAUnwa 206 (RL8dgai)RUdgK 7-10-11 _ MiNUdgw  77 

GOTMte  4-6  BwopskTotam,  3-1  Mamora  Bay,  8-1  Brurt  Btty,  12-1  DareanOar,  14-1  Saa  CMtanger, 

16-1  onvs. 

M6ft  DMirs  OMHMJE  6-11-6  R  Raw  (11-10  tav)  J  OOlofSl  12  ran 

FQBM  BW»W  BABY  won  a  novlra  chana  on  ENVOPAK  TOKEN  won  S  Oman  ovar  huntea  last 
r  Wqreartaf  MMoiMitKyr  (2m  4f.  stood  laim  and  has  shown  pramtoa  cm  2  ouOngs  omr 

totp  baattrp  Cattre  Color  by  1W.  Ravare  to  ftnem  to  da*  FMNwS  S  2nd  to  laaM  The 

winning  trip  attar  3  unsuccasstul  attemptt  at  3m.  Brief  (pte  wM  daart  laK  tbna  at  tMa  cotne  (3m. 
Waa^ajM^ZaiSttoeiBS^aartat  good)  bd^ld  in M 
Hiirtlngcton  (3m,  good).  mSxn4f  tooaftarp. 

SEA  CHALLatQER,  a  wiring  poinMD-poMar. 
mate  ua  heathray  to  finish  5M  2nd  to  As  You  Wara 
in  a  Hwtfnfldoo  hutter  chasa  (3m.  flood  to  fcTrt  In 
May  and  looks  the  Dost  of  tha  oo*re. 


2.15  IDO  YEARS  ON  NOVICES  HAMMCAP  HURDLE  (£1^9&  2m)  (20  runners) 

1  241  JUST  AS  HOreniL  17  AS)(MPadSaid)DBanm»  4-120 _ N  Nate*  (4)  97 

2  TvwnwrwrTiMiQiafMt^RRM^mH»vw^^ii.in  icm  K 

S  46230-6  TH0RNREU)l2(nwnB*idSaeurlteaLld)R AkaN*al4-11-5 _ tWiaaitertiW  66 

4  4B/M  wraraiqa  (Mm  CCtewcrtfiy)Ja«onl  8-11-3- . —  EMmptiy  — 

5  3P2RS  LAHAFFE 12  (MMgNaaa  Racing  Lid)  ft  Hodgwt  4-11-3 - BPo— a  W 

6  004221  82B<r TWIRL »(Dfl(MMcBnO^  J  King 5-11^ - QT*M  N 

7  owpao  BRAHSTOWH  SUNSET  »(M  MKTay)PBiitef  4-1 1-1 .  RBaggap  — 

8  06230U  71telRS}LBE12(DTarpy)JJanMns4r1M - - - PScndanma  91 

3  2/000/1  UNA  DONNA  13  QfMwn)  H  Onalea  5-10-13 - ,KIHWa>  93 

10  6tHT  NAATHLJipTumaf/SDowS-IM  ,  . . . . - _ R  (total  91 

11  0*SP-  RANT  ON  20S(J  Matties)  maaB  Santera  4-10-9 - —  at 

12  6/RHB  MOUNT HMM0OWN 12 (MraJGD«na)R Hannon 7-10-7 - M fetuggatidga (7)  la 

13  620M-0  JUSTTHEWAYVOUAKE 12 (MRogara) RCuOa 5-10-7 - RQaMaMa  — 

14  0038-  HBJJO  SMTHV 183F  (S  Srwp)  J  Racknond  4-10-7 -  P - |p - 

15  504X20  YUVRAJ  22  (K  Martin}  BMcMath  4-186 _ — .  HPantea  69 

IS  000000-  OUT  YDNDBI 318  (W  Wlghlman)  W  WQghnnan  5-10-8  — - MBM—  — 

17  PFB9V  NAWAAB 1001  (Mra  C  Omtog)  Lady  Manias  B-105 - MrTOranOmm  — 

IB  UM  DIWAH4-KHAS  23  (M  Wlart-Thomai)  T  Fawar  4-105 - LHwvwy  — 

19  OMIB/  KAYAtoO  727  (MraB  HammoncQ  GOracay  7-1»5 . - . MNa  Z  Pattern  — 

20  000048  PONOSn  13  (lady  R  Smart  Wtanlay  HtmQ  Mlaa  L  Bower  4-106  —  N 

BETTBKk  11-4  JuN  As  Hopeful,  10980  Urn  Donna,  92  Stent  TwW,  M  Thomfted,  8-1  Tha  Daom 

Thing.  12-1  Run.  Naahaab.  14-1  other*. 

1997:  R0U8AVD  4-11-2  Data  McKaown  (11-2)  R  AkahursOto  ran 


FflRM  JUST  AS  HOPEFUL  opanad  his 
runm  account  at  Mxcastar  ten.  soft}  last 
Ome  out  riianbaaUng  ArcOc  T*aL  a  writer  riica.  by 
4LQMfc*awvplhailmpraaa<yavlaoty. 

THE  DECENT  DM  was  hampered  2  out  whan  a 
191 40i  to  Auction  Law  at  cnerotow  tea  writ)  an 
tow  out 

DKHH1D  bast  effort  whan  12  3rd  to  It's 
Varaten  at  Windsor  (2m  38yd.  soft)  Iasi  term  where 
DIWAn-t-XHAS  unseated  Ms  riter. 

SHENTTUnM.  nats  alia  78>  Mgharmaifc  Own  whan 


making  as  to  accoun  tor  Gala  Dona  by  5i  at  Bangor 

(tewaain 

una  DOMIA  Showed  Improved  term  to  tend  a 
Devon  (2m  it,  wtt)  handicap  ludtolaatttna  out  by 
61  w«h  LAPMJVE  (6b  baoar  off)  41 3rd. 

MOUNT  TUMBLEDOWN  ran  a  Ur  race  at  UngSato 


UljplBCjfl, 

■alactUK  JUST  AS  HOPEFUL 


mm 


SCoatonfT) 

_ QMaom 

—  M Lynch 


LIS  EBF  NOVICES  WHIOLE  (Quafifwr  £1^68: 2m)  (20  runners) 

1  28-1P0  BRUTON  STRgT  12  (P^)  (REA  BOB  IM)  C  Brootos  6-11-10. . ,.P1HiUteWBni  SO, 

2  Q/0-10  QOOOTOMC 12  (tLSFA  (Lady  VAtta)  T  Btertngtan  S-1 1-10 _ TMosgaa  Si  : 

3  123-1  ALEKHBtE  21 BLS)  (G  Cocban)  Mrs  J  Pbawi  4-1 1-6 _ MPftawn 

4  08  BETRM  44  (H  Boodng)  R  Hdter  4-11-0 _ P  Materia  —  | 

5  n  riirniwinnff«w«Mti  —  — 

S  M  — ivn— 

7  0  FOOOBROKEH  FLYER  8  (Food  Brerirs  UC1 D  Barona  4-11-0 - NHadafS  —  , 

8  2  LAUNDRYMAN 19  (Burtonl  DaMct  Laundry)  NQaaalaa  5-11-0 - K  No  an  ay  81 

9  a  i  nnuwuv  wi  p-  ti  a,++~~,  -ln“09‘~  — 

10  R  MOUNTAM RIM  13 (M Miigrsw) D BawmrSi 4-11-0 - JRsat  — 

11  BMiraraafmM SjtoadHte — 

12  PARSONS  OR^ai  (R  Tooth)  N  Hanteraon  4-11-0 _ JWMN  — 

13  1/16-3  REAL  CLASS  2S(BF^(J  Mormon)  D^wbrii  5-1 1-0 - RPawaB  79 

14  M0  RtVERTMO  20  (R  Cheatham)  P  Mtcfail  4-1W> _ TPWWdp)  99 

15  awian  a TtH—a 4.1141  "»»——.(»)  — 

IS  8MPERCY  YEOMAN  (Mrs  H  Atom)  JQWord  4-11-0 _ PMarHatea  — 

17  ■  ▼4MBiramnrainBapi«.inraiqnraM«w.4.ii4i  __  _  BCaritep)  — 

18  0  SANAMAfBM62(BBM|AUoora4-109 - QHoara  — 

'  19  SMART  CHWX  0l«m  ECowaoa/MWRteaon  5-109 - - - H  Lynch  — 

20  STUPtoCUPDpBIngfwnlJGHQri  4-109 _ Eteapby  —  , 

BETTMQ:  8-11  AMrine.  5-1  Latmdryman,  Bnadon  Street.  8-1  Rato  Ctaaa,  8-1  Paraona  Oean,  10-1  : 

Moud  Erttua,  14-1  others.  I 

■mti  POPESWOOP 4-187 1  Sboaaaaik  (58-1)  WVHtfNaan  21  ran  -j 

BTODM  ALBOONE  mate  an  fcnpreMNa  hur-  dteanoa  {good  to  ate)  oa  Meat  atari. 

“Utiin  dSngiWMIWdDahoifewiiiBl^  LAlMORYllANkiUidAuctonLawdllooatrDnaon  j 

Mab.  a  writer  lines,  by  a  condutuUs  19  m  Chapstowdttutte°->°S).Suratobnprovatortha  1 
Warrick  (2m,  soft).  Cantoapwruphara.  outing. 

BRUTON  srnsT  beat  PaMco  31  on  Cnapssm  R£AL  CLASS  sreshedSI  3rd  0M6  to  iresttiCMasso  I 

raappaarenra  (Bn,  good).  Unpriced  in  a  flood  Faria  on  Wtocarton  aeaaonai  txiw  (2m,  good)  ater 

novres  iwfia  at  C&atenham  (2m,  good)  after  an  abamoaol  onr  of  a  year.  WR  nip  liter  today.  ; 

making  a  tridoteMridaoL  ShoJdrrwSsw  trame 

today. 

8000 TOMCimnaimidSn  hurdto  at  Umarlcfcran, 

soft)  In  October.  Started  joint-la  roulte  when  BitetelLBME&ail 
unpriced  behind  Prince  Sates  over  coun»  and  •  naictinn  uaitepiin 

145CBOYDONADVEHTOBI  GROUP  CHASE  HANDICAP  (£2^22: 2m)  CIS  turners) 

i  BW1-4i  rMirLaafM(n,w/a^tHMiMi^.ir^»ri.K.i*.M  -  -  u  97 

g  nwaam  aaaariraiiuKja^nn^ptftyWw^  iwma.ift.1*^  »■—-*-  M 

8  21PS4-1  HOW  NOW  •(D^A8)(Du0anoc«mRachg  Lid)  Mrs  JPfca«  7-11-3  (7a*)  _  MPKaria  *M 

4  053541  BUTLERS  PET  17  (BFAS) (Mrs  JMcfca)THriaR 9-11-2 - HIBeharia  95 

5  611S3U  BEE  OAROB1 17  (BAOA<MMotey)PBaBay  7-11-1 - BPowri  91 

e  224152  BROAD  BEAM  36  (nFASHtesHanyJ  DidhyjK  Rater  6-1IM3 - M  Lynch  aa 

7  TTODP-1  TOM  CAXTONM  (DAS)  (MOTrimoOJItog  7-10-13 _ JMri(7)  98 

8  5H623U  HETTPiOBt  1  (CO^^)  (Ml*a  L  Cridp  J  FBrii  llayaaMQ-10 - -  ,  ,  Wflnllilili  K 

9  1P2322  ABBEVBRAIEr  15  0W)  (Mrs  EBs/PCundal  9-108 - R  Storage  96 

10  452411  BREAKFAST  CAR  18  (0^3)  P^LIarit)  D  Qrtaari  B-WI _ _ _  HPridea  99 

11  im/0«9- mofnrs  STAR  269(8)  (MPitorii)  A  Ttarnaa  8-104 _ RBeggaa  — 

12  P1B1PP-  Sri  WADER  210  PLOS)  (J  Homawood)  Mrs  LCriy  WOO  ■■  .  MIBcteria  S3 

13  ES3U05  «T0I— IBE 15 (Dfl(P Arid) DWteon  11-108 _ QLaadaa  22 

tBUBtoHiRcMi  Brown,a9rirS8LarllteBN,94,81onBhinBBS8. 

BETTMO i58  Braaldaat  Car,  3-1  How  Now,  4-1^ Tom  Cara».6-1  Butera  Pit  8-1  Broad  Beam,  10-1  Baa 
Ondaa  14-1  Outear.  16-1  otftera. 

«97t  m  KEf  8-10R  S  Sharwood  (1M  tav)  D  MonrOMb  7  im 
FORM  HP*  **  ovareama  an  8  month  I  n  OK)  woraaontllri  bean  tha  modal  otconalarincy 


2.45  MAC  V1DI  PERPETUAL  CHALLENGE  TROPHY  (Handicap  chase:  £2^53: 3m)  (10 
runners) 

1  14Q4P-F  BATfinr  JACK 12 (PJHJ WSklnaon) M WBUnaon 9-12-5  . . MLywob  97 

2  U32-<58  SALENUR8T 12 (CASt(SaW«or»  Paper  Co  Ud)G  Baring  811-9 _ JFriri  26 

3  P1COUP-  TRACTS  SPECIAL 257 (CDASHLAmri)  A  Tlanal  11-11-9 _ Pleatearira  rite 

4  11-32S3  HE  LUCXPENHT  MAN  15  (CJBF^S)  (T  Ctoy)  Mre  L  Clay  9-10-13______  M  Rieterie  69 

5  1445-34  caiK  HAMLET  20  0LP)(B  BakM^FO-Mahony  SlD-12 _ ROntdatari  17 

6  01F4S5  R.Y9IQRB9H 27 (BAOSXDubanacajn Racing Ud) Mrs JPRman 7-10-10 _ MPKnaa  62 

7  52044  OOMV WALSH  12 fFM (M Shone) d Edwarte 7-109 _ TMwgaa  65 

8  4P-3644  OR  PEPPER  ID  (BAS)  (Food  Bnotara  LM)  D  Barona  11-10-3 _ N  Hawks  (4)  67 

9  S4PI-4P  HARBOUR BRBTQE »1(V JFJV9) (>bm A LacayIP Briay 0-104). . .BPwate  68 

TO  5PS-4R)  THE TRUtT  16 (F) (R Ladgai) R Ladgor 9-1 0-0 - MraNUdflar  — 

Long  hamScapr.  The  Fnit  9-8. 

BETTlNa  7-2  Driiy  WMNi,  4-1  terihurat  S-1  Tracy's  Special,  81  The  Luchpmy  Man.  8-1  Flyrifl  bWL 
fullin'  Jncfc«  IM  Df  Ptpptr,  12-1  othorv 

1687:  CASPAR  CARROT  10-10-1  Mr  T  Granham  (10-1)  Mbs  N  Barry  8  ran 


FORM  SUEHURffr  has  abtty.  aa  a  2KI 

I-wrtlWI  besting  of  Lucky  Rascal  at  Chaltan- 
ham  (3m  It,  good)  last  term,  but  often  ruins  his 
chances  by  cantos*  Jumpfeig. 

TRACTS  SPECIAL  ts  Wddhg  tor  Ms  4th  cou 
Ttemry .  Put  up  a  cotpto  at  tSr  parfonnmess  t 
tarau  notably  a  »1  defeat  ot  Unacra  Bridga 


Windsor  (3m.  son). 

THE  LUCKP&MT  MAK  three  Bmas  a  rinnar  last 

aaeson.  was  tfghte  dbappotatlng  whan  a  141 3rd  w 
Breakfast  Car  at  HWwafi(2m  2f  110yd,  good  id 


soft).  Appear*  wefl  treatad  though. 

CELTIC  HAMLET,  narrow  winner  at  Cheaenhem 
(3m,  good  id  nrm)  bat  aaason.  npaared  not  to  May 
whan  a  wateanlng  271 4tn  to  Toraite  at  Sandown 
(3m  SM^rd,  good).  Bater  auitad  by  thb  top. 
RYM  HUSH,  writer  ot  a  Leicester  (3m.  good  to 
firm)  handicap  chasa  laat  tann,  ta  Mkaly  m  abto  much 
tltar  attar  hb  distant  5th  to  te  Pinkerton  at 
*  aloaatK  f*~~  good  tn  *-n|  nn  hb  aaainnal  dahut 
SabcHdm  CELTIC  HAMLET 


8-1  Pareonateaa^' 


«— tMwafnnndlniTVttowbtoMemtt- 

LAUNDfmMN  taute! Auction  tor  41  too  atrong  on 
Chepstow  tefaut  pm- ao(Q- Sure  to  improve  for  the 

REAL  CLASS  Wshed  91 3rd  ot16touae*ulCttesao 
Fcrta  on  Wrianton  seasonal  bow  ten.  good)  after 
an  atwteoa  ot  ororof  a  year.  WM  atop  tfiarftxriy. 


3.15  TURFCALL  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS  SERIES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (5-Y-O: 
£2,162: 2m)  (16  rutnera) 

1  422/041  PRMCE  SATIRE  12  (CD£)  (Briannic  Travel  Ud)  R  Akteurst  S-11-tO _ RMkUb  60 

2  3H/84RI  RKMAR 18  (D/A  (Mbs  WH*Mrd)J  Jenkins  5-1 1-9 - LChandbr  — 

3  318-140  fWAL ALMA  13 (C/vS) (Ms P Isaacs) PMfchel 5-11-7 - TPtaflald  92 

4  320-406  EPUBOT 19 (ftte (A Goods) M Roblnaon 5-11-7 _ ... WllcFairipdP)  92 

6  843511  MANHATTAN  BOT  9  BFW  (Mm  P  Hunnba^  J  nWrifoyaa  6-11-3  (5a»)  DO-Strivaa  S7 

6  0/OP44U  FORCELLQ  44  (BS)  (British  Thoroughbred  R  A  B  Pk$  Q  Bering  5-1 1-1 - SHodpm  93 

7  1Q/32B-2  MQHTOWN  FONTANA  15(DtS)  (H^itown  Finance)  R  Hodgas  7-11-1 - A  IIu6ib6bbiI  92 

8  40POOB  DAMfTS LUCK  14 (&FJQ) (P  Holden) D  Barons 8-11-0 - NHeate»99 

9  589222  ALWAYS  DANGEROUS  9 (DjO)  (tea  M  Maabn)  A  Moore  8-10-13 - JCtete  94 

10  02085/2-  DISPORT  448  (F)  (Ms  J  Thomson)  WMghman  8-10-13 - J  Briton  94 

11  K0089  WILT8HBE  YEOMAN  15  (DAS)  (Brig  A  Staon)  P  Heyward  8-1811 - —  68 

12  06000-0  W9M9K2  DANCER  St  (D£)  (Lady  R  StuartWortby-HimQ  Mbs  L  Bower  5-106 - —  68 

13  000041)  CORRALLV BESS  13 p>3)(P Boddy) IRsaL Bower 8-10^ - MBaBaario  — 

14  5UPPF-0  TORY  HU.  LAD  10  (DJS)(i  Food  J  Fox  6-109 - SFa*  — 

15  900450  RABV  BOV  55  AS)  (tea  JMcka)THaflaU  7-100 - 8  Mason  91 

16  S11080  TWWY  ACHE  29  (D3)(JS»y)W  Kemp  8-180 - 8  Melt— ear  97 

17  PPO  COLDHAHBOUR  LAP  »{D£)(E  Beaver)  EBaevar  7-10-0 .  OHaaiar  — 

IS  POF  ALLEI FORCE 28 (M Verdon) T Muggarldge 6-109 - MMnggaddge  — 

l—fl  haaricap:  Tory  t*  Lad  9-12,  Baby  Boy  0-1%  TNrhfAcra  8-11.  Caldhartnu' lad  9-4,  AHad  Fore* 

BETTBKk  7-2  Prince  SaMK  4-1  H^ttoaoi  Fontana,  5-1  Always  Dangerous,  6-1  Final  Alma,  15-2  Epitrot, 
8-1  MtehMtan  Boy.  10-1  Dbport.  14-1  others. 

1987:  B.QAULB0  S10-1  S  Sherwood  (1S-6  fav)  O  Sherwood  11  ran 
FORM  PMJCE-S”™E-yl  fy*?"  to  |  HWHTOWN  FONTANA  kspt  on  wm>  In  tha  dosing 

rvnni  tKnmt fnr Tmvrda  hv  RJ nunr  I  -  luiun  •  naH,  m  m  — — iflw,  2 


FORM  HOW  NO*  ovareama  an  8  month 
rwnin  absence  to  win  in  good  style  at 
Prinpton  (2m,  apod  to  Arm)  test  week  beating 
ExpeiMousby  12!  and  cmi  defy  a  72>  penalty  today. 
OUTLAW  has  been  dropped  6b  Since  finishing  a 
dbtant  8th  to  Pucfca  Paddyat  Hereford  (2m  3L  good 
to  aofQ  bat  tlma.  Racw  off  the  saow  mark  aa  when 
beating  Annette’s  Origbt  at  Stratford  (&tl  good  to 
ftm)  by  61  in  ApriL 

ABBEYBRANEV  w— no  match  for  IVa  Lady  at 
Htmttwdonpra  200yd.  good  to  aotojut  time  but 
iwd  20JU to  spare  ovorStti  pfocadiTONSBiOE 


a Dbworea  off).  Iba  bean  tha  modal  otoonabrincy 
b  tann  and  ahould  again  mate  the  frame. 
BREAKFAST  CAR  has  aomatbfog  to  frit  wth 
ABBEYBRANEV  on  HuMhgdon  (2m  200yd,  good  to 
tbn4  October  rumbg  but  Im  bnpremd  to  wm  bates 
sines  than.  On  bleat  start  beat  ftnpany  by  121  at 
rontwaa  ten  2f  110yd,  good  to  aoff). 

TOM  CJUCTOM  made  a  —ring  eaeeorri  debut  at 
Bangor  (2m,  good)  baateg  Bariri  by  a  and  b 
another  atm  an  atrim  chance. 

Be  la  nb  are  HOW  NOW 


■  wnm  account  lor  Court  Trpvbfo  by  8  ovbt 
couaa  and  dbtanca  gjood  to  aoff)  tact  ttms  out 
Raoa*  aft  *  9b  Ngwowk  today  and  atop*  up  a 
grade. 

FINAL  ALMA  b  beat  judged  on  a  bngih  beateg  of 
ALWAYS  OANBEROCB (Sue  rirmsjM  Plunpton 
(2m  4J,  flmt)  in  November. 
gflROThaaproimd  dbappoWbiflot  fori  but  woUM 
ha—  amv  dunes  V  reproductog  hb  71  4th  to 
Rsdgravs  Gfct  at  Naabuy  (tei  100yd.  good  to  Am). 
MANHATTAN  BOV  riant  out  of  asRng  company 
attar  accounting  for  Tabaruod  by  101  at  Plunpton 
(2m,  good  to  Sim).  That  was  a  poor  after  and  he 
makae  IknRad  aopaai  Iwra. 


HATTAN  BOV  riant  out  ot  saffing  company  |  succaesM  In  a  Nawtt 
acoourtlnfl  tor  Tttaruod  by  1C  at  Plunpton  dfoonal  hamScap  hunfl 
good  to  Sim).  That  was  a  poor  alMr  and  Im  thateffon. 

» IknRad  aopaai  Into.  1  rarirAnr  mm  TSianr 

Course  specialists 


HBHTOWN  FONTANA  kapt  on  waB  In  tha  ctoaing 
stages  whan  a  neck  2nd  to  Pearly  King  at 
Huntingdon  (2m  100yd.  good)  wfth  WtLTSftRE 
YEOMAN(4«>beU»r  oil),  to  need  of  tha  raca.  batted 
in  15th. 

ALWAYS  DANQBI0U8  was Just  touched  off  by 
Brew  Defender  at  Plumpam  0a.  good  to  tins)  lari 
trie  out,  jring  dwwi  by  Ml  In  a  drtvtng  flnbhriffi 
COUWAIteOm  LAD  behind  In  13th. 

WR.TSHB1E  YEOMAN,  who  should  sbfpfllrir  for  Mb 
aaasonaldabuL  nan  off  a2fo  lower  martt  than  whan 
succaasM  In  a  Newton  Abbot  (2m  150yd)  con- 
tetonei  handhap  hurtfla  lari  tann.  Wri  trearid  on 
thateffon. 

Cats  ctlon- WH.TSHWE  YEOMAN 


by  31  and  b 


TRAINERS 

Wkmsra  Rumers  Percent 

N  Osaoles  8  25  32J)  TPWteM 

J  Edwards  4  14  28.8  R  Quest 

J  Gifford  17  87  185  TMorgan 

MraJPtkran  5  25  19.2  M  Pitman 

Q  Baring  6  34  178  K  Mooney 

RAkahurri  8  46  174  Mr  T  Grantham 


JOCKEYS 

Winners  Rides  Percent 
3  5  60.0 

3  8  37.5 

3  9  333 

4  15  26J 

*  16  250 

4  20  200 


HEREFORD 


Selecdons 

By  Mandarin 


1230  Nicogban. 
1.00  Lures  GnL 
130  Sptingbolm. 


ZOO  Rosdand  Boy. 
230  LoO/s  Boy. 
3.00  Realism. 

330  Tante  Marie. 


_ Michael  Seely’s  selection:  330  Tante  Marie. _ 

Going:  good 

1230  CARAWAY  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£1376: 2m)  (12  runners) 

1  60400  SUTHY BEAR  18 (C£) (MraJ John) R  DicUn 6-11-10 _ MJot 

2  OOtFFYU  OWEENHCAirr  16 H Upeon) J  Coarilo  S-114  —  BOraa 

3  995434  NEW  HALBI 7  (T  SMtar)  A  Jsmes  7-11-6 - J 

4  844-304  MCOOHAN 14 (Southern Racing  Ltd)  D  Barons 811-1 _ PM 

5  88/4390  HTWMapH^nv^ft.1141  A 

6  22F-PFP  tUkDRAn SHWFLE 14 (B) (Mm J IXttan) J OU 6-10-1S _ SR 

7  P5C3FU  Waj3DEAL44(BAIreroun)WFJ8har7-10«_____ _ _ OHc 

8  002044  QOLOEN NORMAN 20 (S) (A Shanskx^ 8 Srivana  10-KH) _ SI 

9  IV04P»M»  ADMfftABLE  CWCHTON  21  (Major R  Thorman)C  Jamae  7-109..  — . PHri 

10  SPV  TW OOBMTHBR 782 (TKotChalOPBalay 5-109 _ Bda 

11  0800-32  NEARLY MEDMA 13 (BF) (Mr* S Pany) R Hodge* 6-HM) _ Writ 

12  060/UP9  KEJIORE QUAY 58 (A Runsey) A Runssy  10-109 _ ROM 

_  BETTWO:  8-1  Newly  Madina.  7-2  Mcaghan,  82  Omenhaart,  7-1  Gokkm  Norman,  7-1 

181  New  Helen.  14-1  others. 


230  COiffREY  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£2^490;  3m  If)  (13  runners) 

1  106684  OOEtOEBA  17 (S)(D Spracktend) P Bakay 8-11-10 - BdaHaan  82 

2  F442-81  OOfEYOLSt 21  (CDlFAS)(M»D Joyce) VBtahcp  18114 - OMenrari  64 

3  51-3  NORTOira  COBI 21  (S)  (S  Griffiths)  S  GftfBttis  7-11-7 - Mr  T  Jones  (7)  66 

4  222P84  IEARLB1 13 (CJSA8XC House) JOU 811-4 -  SMcNaB  SB 

5  1P36-P2  IDU-YW BOY  10 (S) (SyM  Joseph) Mra M Rknaa 7-11-3 - PBaewne  63 

6  60054=3  BAUTQ13(B^a)(J  Richards) D Barons 7-1812 - . .  ■  P Mrtwte  12 

7  P414/45  NON-SMOKER  13 89(DHodg^M  Pipe 7-1811 - J  Lower  — 

8  F-02243  DONNA FAWNA 13 (3) (M Penny) Mra SOIw 7-1 D-9 - RHyaR  16 

9  ^trilR-  GRAFTON  MAtSEY2S0  (8)  (A  Meson)  A  Mason  9-1 09 - loom  Vtocwrt  •  69. 

10  OB-5152  FURZSI MLL  8  (<LS)  (Mrs  P  King)  J  Kteg  810-9 - SSrithEcdea  83 

11  FUIB2S  DBATOR 23(09) (P Brewer) J  Roberta  1V109.- . . .  .  .MW— ai  94- 

12  6F2283  MOUNT  OLIVER  8  (CVAS)  (D  SmM0  R  Dridn  10-185 - M  Jones  (7)  62 

13  8-U54U2  FLYBW5XRAY  22  (Mrs  J  FowteQ  R  Manning  9-10-2 . . Q  Morgen  87 

BETTWO:  10830  LoOys  Boy.  7-2  Norton's  Cote,  82  Oration  Mateey.  114  Debtor,  7-1  Furzsn  «. 

181  Coney  CBeo.  12-1  Noo-Smokar.  14-1  others. 

188K  RACE  ABANDONED — COURSE  UNSAFE 

33  COLTSFOOT  NOVICES  HURDLE  (3-Y-O:  £680: 2m)  (17  runners) 


_ J  Bryan  85- 

.  PMchoBa  88 
_Attete  — 

~OriCeri  81 
-  S  Moots  68 

PttoBeyfi)  — 


IM10  FATffS DQJOHT 105 (BfiDJF) (R Tbruer) R Juckae  11-2 - Wl 

AL8HAHEEF2B8F(H  Davtoa)OBuCht61U) . 

OPI  CLASSICAL  QUARTET  19  0L3)  (A  HR)  CPDpham  11-0 - 

HAWORTH  1IBF  (Mm  A  OHil)  DR  Tbcter  11-0 - 

KEREWAHD  OIF  (Kestrel  Commuteatione)  H  (TNeR  11-0 - 

WDtAH  BABA  7BF  (E  Benflald)  O  Enrltfrt  11-0 .  . . 

4  JONGS  RAW  27  (D  Few)  M  Pipe  11-0 - 

REALISM  70FpBaaN  RAkahurri  11-0 . . . . . D 

SANDHURST  PARK  B5F  (Mra  L  Qfristod)  R  Holder  11-0 - 

VtXBCSMRBHAN  81F  (Hyde  Spoiling  Pitanottona  Ltd)  JGiOWBr  11-0 _ 

AVKWRB  TOP  p  Bartow)  MPfoa  108 . . .  . R 

■ALTANA  58F  (B  Watts)  B  Wens  109 - GC 

BOtANTEP  CROSS  (D  Write)  D  Write  104  - - - - 

«  JUST  MEASURE  S3  (Sk  Gordon  Bnmton)D  Ebworth  10-9_— — 

KARRI  OTP (R  &pre)  M  Caslri  109 _ _  _ _ . 

KBRgSTTANQl07F(BJone^WBtem  Price  109— — , 
33  QUEBIS  ROMANCE  82  (B  Brown)  BSrirens  10-9 - 


fcfiriatlfD 

Write*  (4) 
_  SMcNOM 
.  GMcCoWt 


M  Dwyer 
t»atce(7) 


SKaVMay 
.  AOfftagan 
.A  Plica  (7) 
.A  Price  (7) 
—  s  Moore  i 


13  COWSLfi*  CONDmONAL  JOCKEYS  SELLING  HURDLE  (021: 2m)  (11  runners) 

1  121-200  wn-e^.  97 

2  60Q/81F-  0RARI0N  488(DA«(8LawlNCTiaMkm811-9 _ Peter CateBBl  83 

3  223124  BELOW 2ERO 20  0LQ)(DEwara»DWhrtte  811-4 - SMadkay  91 

4  &V12D  MB8  BRANTRSOE 103  (DiF)^baTKaaee^JCciston 811-4 - - -  VSlMtey  60 

5  F04B54  AFRICAN OnSA  14 Mg Mbbon^RHodgn 4-114) _ K Wrier  — 

6  004  FLASH  FLOOD  Iff)  (Mra  LOTtea)OOTteR  8-114 _ _ PHmtoy  — 

7  a  JAGAHSOMBOIIBaiBFiY)  JBlriteyMMlu—  -  — - 

8  TOLFORDFErg  Price)  J  Price  4-11-0 . . . R  Doom  — 

9  043906  LAOYWMOMU. 29 HMD (S Cartmefl) B Srirene 81813 _ _ MS——  rite 

10  22  LU«QaM.l4ncfyMeewrtDRTuelmf4-lM aaaa^—M  99 

11  p/8456  WVBSTLEY  MAB  23  9-  Jones)  Mr*  M  Jorwe  81 0-9  _ 99 

„  Mettwhb  im  Ltrax  gw,  7-2  Below  ZB n,  81  Orarton,  114  WhWtoy  IMS,  182  Hr  BmMdgi, 
81  Comtac  Prince,  181  African  Opera,  181  others. 

1997:  MCE  ARANDOB). COURSE  UNSAFE 

130  CLOVES  CHASE  (£1370: 2m  3f)  (4  runrors) 

1  OMI  aFRBMmUMWdBA  (Brig  CHvwy)ONtaboban  8114  ^-^.RDateriB^PB* 

2  2442F0  ¥flN7Pt  MEASURE  21  (FftS?(NJ00ate  Mra  GJoaaa  811-4— - R  Chapman  73 

3  HOOPf^  TO  ASTBB  228(0)  (Mas  J  Harwood)  Mss  JKorwood  7-187 _ MJanee(7)  — 

4  IDRKHI  axon  JUNE  86  (Q(PT«ra)Hl9  DC  Tbebar  8102 _ — - NCoiMHH  — 

Benwot  20  Bprtngbcri.  10090  Water  Maaaura  181  Gotoan  June,  281  To  AstaiL 

tmi  MCE  ABANDONED— COWMe  UNSAFE 


BETTWO;  11-4  Kings  Rat*.  7-2  YoritahlrePian.4-1  nudism.  Queens  Romance.  81  odwre. 

1687:  SRWAZ  811-0  S  Moore  (11-2)  B  Stevens  13  m 

330  CORIANDBt  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£1392: 3m  11)  (17  runners) 

1  38-0842  RBXXID  DANCCt  14  (F,QJS)  (R  JWlfcs)  N  ObbbIbb  812-5 . . .  R  Wo  actor  (7) 

2  44U3F8  WIBTE  THE  MUSC  229  CSKJ  Abate  PFekKte  7-11-11 - SJotawra 

3  902890  GALLANT  BUCK  10  (S)(CBArion)RltodlBrd  81M0 _ P  MctOUflUte  (7) 

4  86/9532  FORT  1W0 7 <B^W(Ctewb)D Barone 811-3 . . - .  FMdrih 

5  00-9005  aCZXARA  14(V^| (G WBey) D H Tucker 7-11-5 -  SMcHaM 

6  8100P2  TANTE  MARE  IB  m  (Mra  MBrabakat)  MraJ  Pftman8181S - - JLeett(7) 

7  991/FFP  SWEET  STORM  10  ((LSJpathtea  Construction  LbQTCaaay  81813 _ RDoowoody  . 

8  8B0B24-  AkmCAN  OWL  ana  (FJLtetM  Reave)  HO-Netk  81813 -  .  .  OMecamt 

9  6F0440  JOHNSTON'S  BABY  21  (D^  (F  McKevft0  E  Alston  81810 - KDgffan 

10  Zt*9K  HATEWtVBJBDGe  28  (M  Bute  NAyBri  8100 - H  AyMfe 

11  P23P90  WDOOLANDS  GBi’OWB]  16  (Mbs  M  Prooce)  P  PriKhard  810-3 _ R  Strongs 

12  0F9432  CONNAUGHT  CLEAIBI8  34  (F)  (A  PMpeJVrtaam  Price  8109 - A  Price  (7) 

15  SP9PR0  MYSTERY  CLOCK  10 (B^)  (Mna L Toensand) P Bafley &-1Q-5 - — BdaHaan  te 

14  mSPV  BRKKEYRANQBI7S  (8)  ffktV  TeN)  Mra  V  Taal  11-109 - RHyett  - 

16  4Q23P/0  TULA  MUD  13(1  Thomes)  BVriai  8184 - - - A  Watt  • 

16  S80D60  FRSUCERSAF) (Nafloncrari Lid) SHanri 8183 - S Woods (4) 

17  2G/D206  QI^SI  OF  SWORDS  22  (L  Briggs}  RHoSkaheed  5-1 02^. _ _  — 

BEimaft  82  Trite  Mate,  7-2  Fort  Ltea  4-1  Record  Dancer.  81  Connaught  CTaenara,  81  others. 

t96T:  RACE  ABANDONED  —  COURSE  UNSAFE 

Course  specialists 

TRAINERS  JOCKEYS  ^ 


23  YWi  WITH  THE  TOTE  MAIDEN  HURDLE  (£1 340: 2m  3f)  (18  ruinei^ 


1  0950  CZERM0»  (Me  J  FautarK)  J  Edarida  811-7 _ MrPranka  — 

2  2/088  PQXBOROUQHLAD272(PLriS^DBewonh811-7«^_____™-~- - P  Malay  (7)  - 

3  P  Ottti»BQV8(lfc.lCJnMMilPAaterann8IUy  TIM  - 

4  0/B09P  BtOffDQt  12  {TDntta)MUcCourt  811-7  _ AHcBa(7)  75 

5  60  IPS  FOR  REAL  21  (lira  Q  Meehan)  J6ptatog81V7 _ _ _ _ A  Webb  — 

.  6  008  MAHWTEBOUn 260 (Mra K enable Daeaa0PHo968 811-7 - - - GMcCoart  74 

7  anmae  — ronmrmr  railway!  a  HnraraaAJtJ  ««■  76 

0  RaA-^S  0R4HL PBOenecry  pita  V I jh4oI A JemoeS-HJ  j*—  was 

9  6F  PREBRCE  WILL  1006F  (Mra  MRoaenSekQE  Oven  )ro  7-1 W _ DJRmcbaff  — 

10  COM  R08ELAND BOY  t3()*sVerenM3aton)D Barone  81 1-7  _ _ PMebola  61 

11  08/03.  VERICER  Wte  (kba  c  Rtehftm)  L  Rtfdcn  8H-V _ . —  — 

12  tevrannai-naiRct.  i  wy  r:  Wraraer  tau  — 

13  BM334  ANNARCNBI(B)(PTriwna)RJbcfcee8182 _ AJackaeft  82 

14  6F  CURBNninrron  6  (T  Reflate  MScudaaora8114l _ BPraratt  — 

15  3462  FRAH8<»L20(U Leo) R Hotter 5-11-2 - - NOoteean  68 

16  8  GEORGE'S  PRECI0U8 201  (U  Cook)  P  Jordan 7-1 1-2 _ _ RDtaaeaig  — 

17  «"  1’imnWvniMiramirnhnn^UHp.wiJ  JLeWT  — 

IB  RHONDMVBnURE  (AdTOtt  L»«D  DWBata  7-1 1-2 _ _ _ DffoOdP)  — 

-BETTBiCb  81  tteaehnd  Boy,  81  Peal  Prospect  7-1  Ran  Skt  81  LfftariaBa,  181  Amaban, 
181  Moray  Bril’,  vameer.  181  oBara. 
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SPORT 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  22  1988 


Soviets  put  the  emphasis  on  science  instead  of  spontaniety  in  the  search  for  sporting  excellence 


football 


Getting  it  right  with  the  levers  onSfai’incase  * 


The  new  approach  to  selec¬ 
tion  and  training  in  Soviet 
sport  places  great  emphasis 
on  the  changing  structure  of 
muscle  and  bone  and  the 
undemanding  of  how  the  body 
responds  to  increasing  resistance,  or 
loading.  This  wiS  be  insufficient  in 
pre-selecting  talent  to  gain  gold 
medals 

Such  knowledge  is  not  unknown  in 
the  West;  anthropometric  techniques 
are  used  with  great  accuracy  to 
determine  the  adult  height  of  the  very 
young  intake  to  the  Royal  Ballet 


Peter  Coe  (left),  father 
and  coach  of  Sebastian 
Coe,  examines  the 
changing  trends  in  Soviet 
sports  science,  as  reported 
by  David  Miller  in  The 
Times  this  month 


It  is  not  surprising  that  a  society 
mat  has  40  boarding  schools  mid 
many  centres  of  excellence  devoted 
to  developing  sport  talent  should  be 
pushing  at  the  frontiers  of  sports 
science; 

What  interests  me  most  is  one  of 
die  conclusions  the  Soviets  have 
come  to  on  the  way.  The  deep,  if 
erroneous  belief  of  Marxists  is  that 
Marxism  and  dialectical  materialism 
is  truly  scientific  and  is  the  way  to  all 
truth  and  real  progress.  Therefore,  it 
is  not  surprising  if  they  shun  un¬ 
certainty  and  place  a  firm  belief  in 
to  deliver  all  the  answers. 
Science  does  not  Him  uncertainty, 
neither,  so  it  seems,  do  Soviet 
researchers  in  sport. 

In  sporting  toms,  the  body  is  an 
arrangement  oflevers  (limbs)  which 
have  local  power  sources  (muscles). 
Levers  are  of  three  orders  and  the 
positions  of  the  fulcrum,  the  point  of 
application  of  tbe  force  and  the 
resistance  to  be  overcome,  determine 
which  order  they  are  in. 

Among  other  firings,  the  Soviets 
wiU  carefully  compare  and  record  the 
distance  of  muscle  attachments  from 
die  joints,  the  exact  position  of  the 
muscle  attachments  at  the  fixed  end, 
and  how  and  where  muscles  pass 
over  more  than  one  joint;  this, 
together  with  muscle  fibre  com¬ 
position  and  cross-sectional  areas. 

They  will  also  carefully  examine 
the  effect  of  various  loadings  on  bone 
and  muscle  growth.  Some  fever 
arrangements  favour  strength  and 
others  speed  of  movement,  so  it  is 
easy  to  understand  their  preference 


for  working  on  field  events  like 
jumping  and  throwing. 

This  is  also  of  great  interest  but — 
and  it  is  a  big  but  —  there  are  many 
more  variables  to  be  considered  in 
running,  and  some  seem  to  be  quite 
contradictory.  For  a  start,  successful 
runners  come  in  a  far  greater  variety 

nf shapes  and  th^n  df>  ythlptre  in 

the  heavier  field  events  and  in  the 
jumps. 

The  sprints  can  have  a  little  Ernest 
ObengagamstabigOrlLewisorBen 
Johnson;  middle  distance  ha* 
matched  die  smaller  Sebastian  Coe 
against  the  pant  Alberto  Juantarcna; 
marathon  running  matches  sturdy 
mesomorphs,  like  Rob  de  CasteOa, 
with  the  frail  ectomorphs  ofEthiopia, 
who  are  equally  successful. 

Physiologically,  it  is  not  any  easier. 
For  example,  distance  runners  need  a 
high  VQz  uptake  —  around  80 

millilitres  per  kilogram  per  minute. 

But  Derek  Clayton,  once  the  workTs 
fastest  marathon  runner,  got  by  only 
on  69ml/kg/min  because  he  had  an 
incredibly  high  efficiency. 

Providing  proper  training  to  de¬ 
velop  the  different  energy  systems 
that  runners  need,  and  the  ability  to 
buffer  acidosis,  along  with  the  greater 
need  for  detailed  profiling  of  blood 
chemistry  —  all  of  which  are  more 
important  to  tbe  runner — add  op  to 
more  variables  and  greater  un¬ 
certainly  with  runners.  It  is  very 
conjuring;  it  is  not  something  around 
which  you  can  formulate  success  with 
any  degree  of  certainty. 

I  do  not  underestimate  tbe  role  of 
the  physiologist  in  the  development 
of  world  class  athletes;  otherwise  I 


would  not  have  been  working  closely 
with  Professor  David  E.  Martin,  of 
Atlanta,  for  some  years  now.  Bui  it  is 
not  an  accident  that  the  title  of  our 
book,  to  be  published  shortly,  makes 
reference  to  the  art  as  weQ  as  the 
science  of  training.  He,  too,  knows 
the  problems:  he  also  coaches  elite 
athletes  and  knows  whal  the  “war”  is 
Kke  when  working  in  foe  “trenches’’’. 

The  Soviets  have  concluded  that 
there  are  too  many  variables  in 
predicting  running  performance  and 
they  are  safer  with,  and  are  therefore 
concentrating  on,  grid  events.  Have 
they  forgotten  that  emulation  can 
play  abigpait  in  motivating  runners?  ■ 


biomechanical  measurements  of 
successful  athletes  and  put  them  in  a 
data  bank,  all  that  they  will  have  is  a 
very  long  list  of  the  parts.  Bat, 
unfortunately  for  them,  and  this  is 
never  more  tree  than  of  human 
beings,  there  is  much  more  to  the 
successful  performer  than  mere 
physical  statistics. 

Having  run  through  the  data  bank 
and  then  their  personnel  files  and 
found  the  man  or  woman  who  most 
closely  fits  the  idea!  profile,  the 
researchers  will  still  not  know  what 
they  have.  Put  simply,  what  if  foe 
possessor  of  the  ideal  profile  cannot 
jump  —  or  run?  And  even  if  he  can, 
is  he  a  winner?  However  clever 
scientists  and  coaches  claim  to  be, 
identifying  talent  is  always  from 

hinridght. 


foflt  js  not  all  that  m> familiar  with 
some  fairly  strong  persuasion. 

The  success  of  the  Soviet  women, 
and  also  those  of  East  Germany, 
has,  in  no  small  part,  been  due  to 
shrewdly  identifying  a  soft  area  of 
performance  and  thus  one  with  a 
great  potential  for  improvement. 
For  various  reasons,  mainly  socio¬ 
economic,  women  have,  in  the 
rrjprn,  under-achieved  and  not 
maximized  their  abilities. 

If  foe  ultimate  goal  is  a  big  gold 
medal  tally  for  national  prestige, 
then  it  mates  economic  sense  to  put 
foe  effort  into  areas  which  have  less 
variables  and  are  more  likely  to 
produce  success.  But  failure  is 
something  more  than  just  not 
succeeding;  it  is  also  an  opportunity 
to  find  out  what  is  wrong. 


against  Dennis 

By  Dennis  Siguy  V  .  « 

rbe  credibility  of  foe  disci-  W-  - 

dlinary  procedures  in  fiaofoau.  f  •- 


That  very  vital  spark,  that  little 
something  extra,  foe  magical 
ingredient  has  to  show  itself  to  be 
recognized.  Whal  is  critical  is  how 
early  it  can  be  spotted,  not  how 
early  it  can  be  predicted  —  if  it  ever 
can  be.  Time  is  needed  fora  slow 
and  careful  development  of  tbe 
whole  person;  only  a  holistic  ap¬ 
proach  will  achieve  foe  maximum 
results. 


While  tbe  Soviets  apply  t 
psychology  to  their 
coaching  and  training,  1 
I  feel  they  have  such  a  1 
quasi-religious  belief  i 
in  “soence”  that  they  think  they  have  ; 

only  to  follow  tbe  book  and  all  the  i 
roles  and  success  will  come.  Alas,  not  I 
true;  some  improvements  will  be  j 
produced  but  not  necessarily  great 
winners. 


It  did  for  Australia  and  Herb 
Elliot,  and  we  have  been  lucky 
in  Britain  to  have  bad  such  a 
long  Hne  nf  j^irrtyfhl  milerc  to 
cany  foe  torch  —  but  that  can 
easily  come  to  an  end. 

It  is  now  a  long  time  indeed  since 
there  was  significant  success  in 

and  HicTancg  mrrntng  in  foe 

Soviet  Union  to  act  as  an  inspiration, 
nniiifr  foe  record  in  the  field  events. 

1  also  wonder  ju st  how  much  the 
obsession  with  science  only  has 
contributed  to  foe  universal  problem 
of  drug  abuse  in  sport 
Oh  dear!  Eight  years  ago  in  foe 
book.  Running  and  Fitness,  I  wrote 
that  one  of  the  problems  of  modem 
society  was  that  it  sought  a  tech¬ 
nological  solution  to  every  problem 
and  that  this  was  quite  simply  not 
enough. 

When  Soviet  research  has  con¬ 
structed  the  ideal  model  for  each 
event,  has  taken  all  the 


I  do  not  deny  the  value  of  their 
research  —  I  only  wish  the  same  co¬ 
ordinated  research  and  attention  to 
physical  and  physiological  detail 
was  available  and  exercised  in 
Britain  —  but  when  areas  of 
uncertainty  are  encountered  in  this 
research,  they  should  not  be 
avoided  or  used  to  account  for 
failure:  they  must  be  researched 
even  further. 


Plain  analytical  thinking  will 
reveal  gaps  in  plans  and  activities 
but  not  always  the  solutions.  At  foe 
European  Coaches’  Conference  in 
1983,  1  spent  some  time  with  the 
SOviet  delegation  and  commented 
upon  foe  great  success  they  were 
having  with  their  women  athletes  as 
opposed  to  their  men.  They  replied 
that  the  women  were  more  ame¬ 
nable  than  men  to  strict  training 
and  the  men  would  not  always  do 
what  they  were  tokh  a  reply  I  found 
not  very*  convincing  from  a  society 


A  holistic  approach  is  a  necessity  1 
for  the  full  development  of  an  athlete  , 
because  of  the  many  more  variables, , 
mental  as  well  as  physical,  that  are 

the  runner**  lot.  Crashing  qpr!  tram-  i 

ing  must  look  outside  the  confines  of 
foe  research  laboratory  to  develop  ; 
and  enhance  the  burning  desire  to  be 
the  best  in  whatever  is  the  chosen  ' 
field  of  endeavour  (having,  of  > 
course,  first  recognised  that  essen-  . 
tial  ingredient  in  foe  successful). 
Today  a  great  career  in  running 
needs  a  special  ambiance  and  a  firm  < 
but  sensitive  approach  from  the 

marl], 


Of  one  thing  I  am  certain;  foe 
great  and  long-lasting  champion  is  a 
great  individual  doing  his  own  thing 
in  his  own  way  and  not  the  product 
of  some  collective  wilL  Happily,  at 
the  highest  level,  foe  triumph  still 
belongs  to  the  individual  and  it  is 
achieved  by  him  and  not  the 
system. 


SKIING:  SWISS  CHAMPION  MAKES  RARE  MISCALCULATION  TO  REMAIN  BEHIND  G1RARDELLI  IN  WORLD  CUP 


Zurbriggen’s 


cautious  run 


hands  Bittner 


surprise  win 


Hram  Iain  Madeod,  StAntoa 


Pinnin  Zurbriggen  the  World 
Cup  overall  champion,  yes¬ 
terday  squandered  his  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  assume  foe  leader¬ 
ship  of  this  season’s  com¬ 
petition  when  he  felled  to 
capitalize  on  one  of  foe  best, 
first  runs  seen  in  a  slalom  for 
years  with  an  over-cautious 
second  run. 

Drawn  in  foe  No.  1  pos¬ 
ition,  the  Swiss  weaved  his 
way  down  the  68-gate  course 
with  such  swiftness  and  pre¬ 
cision  that  an  eventual  0.69sec 
lead  seemed  impregnable. 

Annin  Bittner,  of  West 
.Germany,  had  other  ideas. 
Third  on  foe  first  round,  his 
fete  was  only  partially  in  his 
own  hands.  He  skied  the 
bottom  part  of  foe  second  run 
superbly  and  then  watched  as 
the  two  men  above  him 
fettered.  Bernhard  Gstrein,  of 
Austria,  discovered  a  thir¬ 
teenth  place  at  the  intermedi¬ 
ate  time  was  too  great  a 
handicap  to  overcome  and 
had  to  be  content  with  second 
place. 

Zurbriggen,  however,  was 
another  matter.  His  charge  on 


the  first  run  was  so  smooth 
and  controlled  that  it  seemed 
foe  third  slalom  victoty  of  his 
career  was  a  formality.  Yet 
maintaining  such  brilliance, 
even  when  your  name  is 
Zurbriggen,  is  no  easy  task.  A 
dismal  seventeenth  place  at 
the  intermediate  time  said  it 
all;  he  improved  marginally 
on  the  bottom  halfbutfiftenth 
was  good  enough  only  to  claim 
third  place  overall 
•  Tbe  slalom  was  brought 
forward  by  one  day  as  foe  4ft 
of  snow  which  bad  fallen  foe 
previous  night  left  foe  or¬ 
ganizers  with  insufficient  time 
to  prepare  a  downhill  course. 

The  downhill  will  now  be  held 
at  lpm  today. 


By  Dennis  Siguy 
The  credibility  of  .  foe  disci¬ 
plinary  procedures  in  fooibafl. 
as  well  as  the  career  of  Mark 
Dennis,  the  Queen’s  Park  Rang¬ 
ers  left  back  and  dub  repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  Professional 
Footballers’  Association  (PFA), 
come  under  intense  scrutiny  ax 
r»n«<far  Gate  today  when  foe 
player  feces  a  charge  of  bringing 
foe  game  into  disrepute. 

Dennis,' aged  27,  has  been 
dismissed  12  times  in  his  10 
years  as  a  player  with 
Birmingham  City,  Southamp¬ 
ton  and  Queen’s  Park  Rangers, 
and  cautioned  68  times.  He  has 
already  five  disrepute 

In  the  wake  of  foe  criticism  of 
the  verdicts  in  the  cases  of  John 
Fashanu  and  Viv  Anderson,  and 
the  likelihood  of  similar 
conflicting  evidence  this  time, 
the  members  of  the  disciplinary 
committee,  who  will  not  be 
announced  until  today,  will  be 
under  a  fierce  spotlight,  particu¬ 
larly  as  Dennis’s  future  in  foe 
game  could  be  under  issue  with 
a  severe  sentence. 

Dennis  was  sent  off  m  a 
reserve  match  against  Fulham 
on  December  6  for  spitting  at  an 
opponent,  and  is  now  under  an 
automatic  three-match  suspen¬ 
sion  for  that  offence.  Leo 
Donnellan,  the  Fulham  player, 
is  similarly  banned  for  his 
wfcmi«KHl  for  retaliating. 

Peter  Shreeves,  the  assistant 
manager  at  Loftiis  Road,  will 
accompany  Dennis  to  the  hear¬ 
ing.  Two  directors,  Tony 
Ingham  and  Peter  Ellis,  who 
were  10  yards  from  the  incident, 
will  support  Dennis  by  raying 
they  did  not  see  him  spit. 
Dennis  vehemently  denies  foe 
allegation. 

The  referee,  Colin  Peake,  a 
policeman  from  Gloucester,  has 
been  called  to  Lancaster  Gate. 
His  report  on  tbe  incident  is 
quite  dear.  So  is  tbe  recollection 
of  Ray  Lcwington.  Fulham's 
player-manager,  who  was  20 
yards  away  on  the  field.  He  told 
Shreeves  at  the  time  that  Dennis 
definitely  spat  at  his  player. 

Lewington’s  version  of  foe 
events  leading  up  to  the  dismiss¬ 
als  is  that  Dennis  fouled 
Donnellan  and  that  foe  Fulham 
player  “foolishly  went  up  for  a 
nose-to-nose  confrontation.” 

Earlier  this  year  Dennis  was 
suspended  for  S3  days,  which 
was  changed  to  an  eight-match 
ban  on  appeal,  for  bringing  foe 


Dennis:  dismissed  12  tunes 


wme  into  disrepute  after  being 
sent  off  against  Tottenham 
Hotspur.  The  late  _  David 
Bulstrode.  then  the  chairman  of 
Queen's  Park  Rangers,  made  rt 
dear  afterwards  that  be  would 
not  defend  Dennis  in  the  future 
if  the  player  did  anything  that  he 
(Bulstrode)  felt  brought  foe 
game  into  disrepute. 

When  Dennis  was  sub¬ 
sequently  stabbed  in  the  euN 
hours  following  the  annual  PFA 
dinner,  the  dub  decided  against 
action  as  it  was  felt  he  was  the 
innocent  party  in  foe  incident. 

With  Bulstrode’s  death,  and 
the  recent  decision  by  Ranger* 
to  repeal  a  ban  imposed  on 
Dennis  after  the  Fulham  send¬ 
ing  off  which  enabled  him  to 
piny  in  foe  Linlewoods  Cup  tie 
at  Wimbledon  and  against 
Everton  before  his  present 
suspension,  the  reaction  ox 
Trevor  Francis,  foe  newly-ap¬ 
pointed  player-manager,  to  an 
extended  ban  is  undear. 

The  attitude  of  foe  two  direc¬ 
tors  prepared  to  speak  for  the 
player  today  is  clearly  that  there 
is  a  possibility  that,  despite  his 
record.  Dennis  may  be  innocent 
on  this  occasion. 

The  disciplinary  committee 
will  be  faced  by  a  “crime  sheeT 
dating  back  to  December  1978. 

Dennis  was  dismissed  by 
Southampton  for  indiscipline, 
but  reinstated  by  the  Football 
fragile  on  appeal.  Jim  Smith, 
then  the  manager  of  Rangers, 
signed  him  for  £50.000.  Became 

nis  has  been  limited  to  19 
League  games  in  a  season  ami  a 
half  with  Rangers. 

Today  is  a  watershed  for 
Dennis;  possibly  also  for  the 
disciplinarians  at  Lancaster 
Gate. 


United  to 


consider 


Allegation 
of  abuse 


an  appeal  by  Bailey 


By  Ian  Ross 


Gateway  to  success:  Amin  Bittner,  of  West  Germany,  attacks  frar  a  slalom  triumph  yesterday  to  move  into  second  overall 


Manchester  United  are  consul- 
ering  appealing  against  the  one- 
match  suspension  and  £750  fine 
imposed  on  Viv  Anderson,  foe 
England  defender,  by  foe  Foot¬ 
ball  Association’s  disciplinary 
committee  Tuesday. 

Anderson,  along  with  John 
Fashanu,  lira  VfimMedon  for- 
ward,  was  food  gaflty  of  mis¬ 
conduct  and  bringing  foe  game 
into  disrepute  after  an  incident 
in  foe  players’  nmoael  at  Plough 
Lane  on  November  2. 

Fashanu  received  a  three- 
match  suspension  and  a  £2,000 
fine  after  the  inquiry  found  him 
tn  be  guilty  of  punching 
Anderson. 

While  Alex  Ferguson,  foe 
United  manager,  declined  to 
comment  on  tbe  Inquiry’s  out¬ 
come  yesterday,  Ren  Merrett. 
foe  chb  secretary,  tMuIhined 
foal  the  possibility  of  an  weal 
was  to  be  discussed. 

An  emergency  board  meeting 
may  well  be  convened  at  Old 
TrafCord  this  afternoon  when 
Martin  Edwards  foe  United 
chairman,  returns  to 
Manchester  from  London.  Tbe 
dab  was  so  determined  to  ensure 
that  its  image  was  not  tarnished 
that  ft  took  a  five-man  delega¬ 
tion  to  the  inquiry  in  London. 


John  Bailey,  the  Bristol  City  full 
back,  could  fece  disciplinary 
action  after  he  was  reported  by 
police  for  swearing  at  a  ball-boy 
during  the  FA  Cup  tie  against 
Aldershot  on  Tuesday. 

Bailey,  a  former  Newcastle 
United  and  Everton  player,  was 
allegedly  heard  shouting  abuse 
at  die  youngster  in  the  last  IS 
minutes  of  the  game  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  foe  3,800-strang  crowd 
and  a  dub  steward. 

Minutes  later,  Shutt  equalized 
for  Bristol  City  to  take  the  game 
into  extra  time,  but  after  the 
additional  half-hour  had  left  the 
game  undecided  in  a  2-2  draw, 
police  went  to  die  away  dressing 
room  to  question  Bailey  and  the 
referee,  David  AxceD. 

Chief  Inspector  Alan 
Emmott,  of  Hampshire  Police, 
said  several  statements  had  been 
taken  from  members  of  tire 
crowd. 

After  an  hour  of  with 
Batleyand  the  Bristol  manager, 
Joe  Jordan,  Emmott  said:  “As  a 
result  of  complaints:  from  a 
number  of  spectators  1  am 
making  an  investigation.  It  is 
alleged  that  abusive  fangimga 
was  used  by  John  Bailey  to  one 
of  the  ball-boys.  The  referee  has 
been  informed  and  will  take  tbe 
appropriate  action  be  feels 
neccesaiy. 


HOCKEY 


SPORTS  BOOKS 


SNOW  REPORTS 


Depth 

n  Conditions 
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ANDORRA 

SMdau  20  30  far  crust 

Fair  skSng  on  Bmitad  sections 

AUSTRIA 

Brand  ttO  130  good  powder 

ExcaBant  along  conations  e  verywftsre 
KitzbflhsJ  35  170  good  powder 

SpfentSd  start  to  the  season 
st  Anton  70  300  good  powder 

Superb  skiing,  powder  everywhere 
Obeniuqy  120  120  good  powder 

GoodskSng  conations 

SaaBwch  80  ISO  good  powder 

Good  slang,  lovely  off  piste 

FRANCE 

Les  Ares  40  110  good  powder 

Good  skBhg  attar  recent  snow 
Rafts  60  90  good  powder 

Deft)  powder  on  firm  base 
lsoia2000  20  40  far  varied 

Some  near  snoaf.no  Queues 
Megdve  30  70  good  varied 

Fresh  snow  on  firm  base 

VaJTborens  30  150  good  powder 

Superb  skBng  conations 
ITALY 

Canrinta  40  220  ftdr  crust 

GoodskSng  on  high  runs 
SWITZERLAND 

Crans  Montana  48  90  good  powder 
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Khalsa  beat  Slough  to 
maintain  challenge 


Secrets  of  the  stables  de-coded 


fine  -1 


Khalsa  maintained  their  chall¬ 
enge  in  tbe  Buttennen  Indoor 
League  at  Crystal  Palace  on 
Tuesday  night  with  an  exciting 
9-8  victory  over  Slough  who, 
despite  their  sterling  perfor¬ 
mances  have  earned  only  one 
point  in  two  matches,  having 
drawn  6-6  with  East  Grinstead 
early  this  month. 


By  Sydney  Frisian 


fine  -1 


Sough,  dominating  tbe  early 
exchanges,  took  a  3-0  lead. 
Khalsa  cat  the  lead  to  3-2  and 
although  Sough  were  ahead  at 
S-4,  Khalsa  went  into  the  inter¬ 
val  leading  6-5.  in  the  second 
half  Khalsa  tightened  their  grip 
on  the  match  and  led  9-7  to  hang 
on  despite  a  late  goal  by  Slough. 

Baasal  scored  four  goals  and 
Parmi  Soor  two  for  Khalsa  with 
Bbaji  Flora,  Davinder  Rehncy 
and  Davatwal  adding  to  the 
score.  Paddy  Osborn,  top  scorer 


in  the  Poundstretcher  National 
League  who  plays  outdoors  for 
Reading,  screed  four  of  Slough's 

In  the  earlier  match 
Blackbeath,  who  were  always  in 
front;  beat  Old  Lough  tomans 
11-8,  Nim  Kalsi  scoring  three 
goals  and  Dtriren  Patel  and 
Cofctough  two  each  for  the 
winners.  Gladman  and  Hidding 
were  tbe  main  scorers  for  Old 
Lougfrtonians  who  were  without 
Halls  and  Nick  Thompson,  both 
having  been  iqjured  during  foe 
England  training  weekend 

Slough  are  not  talriwg  part  in 
tiie  Roses  Tournament  at  Crys¬ 
tal  Palace  on  January  7  and  8 
but  will  be  at  an  invitation 
tournament  at  Worcester  on 
those  dates. 

RESULTS:  Buttennen  Moor  tame 
f**.  .  Btactteaate  11,  ou 

Loutfrortans  8;  Khalsa  9.  Slough  i 


VOLLEYBALL  I  OLYMPIC  GAMES 


Good  skiing,  no  queues 
os  70  130  good  powder 


fair  -7 


fek  -1 


20  180  good  powder  (air  cloud  -2 


Wengen  60  120  good  powder  good  cloud  -S 

Powder  everywhere 

Zermatt  SO  85  good  powder  fair  fine  -J 

Good  skBng  almost  everywhere 

ft  the  above  reports,  supplied  by  representatives  of  die  Ski  dub  of  Great 
Britain,  L  raters  to  lower  stapes  ttid  U  to  upper,  and  art  to  artificial. 
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wastam  dopes;  tta  shatters  wB  ftouta 
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AUSTRIA 

bchgl _ 

LochZuora . 
Mayrtafen  . 
NSUStfft _ 

tesdsreu 
ScMacfrnlng . 

Seated - 

SOB  — - - 

SflJden _ 

Weatendort . 
ZalonSee 


National  Tourist 


L  U 

—  60  150 

—  110  195 

—  20  120 

—  10  40 

-  45  120 

-  30  320 

-  70  200 

—  50  100 

— .  30  100 
...  70  100 

—  35  120 
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Koreas  suggest 
a  united  team 


(Mon  tasdd  aid  D 


(Bills rUa).  W 


Seoul,  (Renter)  —  North  Korea 
proposed  to  Sooth  Korea  yes¬ 
terday  that  they  cad  decades  of 
bitter  rivalry  and  send  a  joint 
team  to  the  1990  Asian  Games 
in  China.  Semor  sports  officials 
Sn  Seoul  reacted  favourably  to 
foe  plan,  which  would  enite 
Korean  athletes  for  foe  first  time 
simse  the  peninsula  ms  divided 

The  North  Korean  Olympic 
Committee  chairman,  Kim  Ya¬ 
ren  sent  a  letter  to  his  soothers 
coreterpart  saggreftag  Ok  two 
Koreas  held  talks  in  February  to 
work  out  details  of  a  joint  team 
Ire  tbe  Peking  Games. 

“We  should  no  huger  commit 
such  abnormal  acts  as  stngteg 
competition  hetwem  the  ««nn 
brethren  to  hoonafional  are¬ 
as*,”  foe  fetter  said. 


Simon  Barnes's  account  of  a 
year  in  the  life  of  John  Dunlop's 
stables  at  Arundel,  Horsesweta 
and  Tears,  is  one  of  the  most 
realistic  and  compelling  books 
ever  written  about  the  sport. 

“Racing  is  a  dosed  world, 
with  a  freemasonry  of  its 
own, with  a  secret  language  for 
the  initiates.''  says  the  writer. 
Here  that  secret  worid  is  ex¬ 
plained  and  decoded  in  228 
coJourftil  pages. 

Arundel  Park  is  .one  of  die 
most  beautiful  places  in  Britain, 
bat  at  times  also  one  of  the 
coldest.  Thus  Baines  describes 
his  first  freermg  visit  in  January. 
The  horses:  “Tap-dancing 
across  the  tarmac,  striking 
sparks  from  their  shoes,  as  they 
mess  about  in  their  figity  efforts 
to  keep  out  of  the  biting  wind." 

The  lads:  "Faces  pinched 
shut,  locked  fingers,  trying  to  gei 
some  from  the  nans. 

Shoulders  hunched  dispir¬ 
itedly.” 

'Whatever  the  conditions,  hot 
or  cold,  wet  or  fine,  racing  is  a 
drug  that  enslaves  its  addicts. 
Dunlop,  Lavinia,  Duchess  of 
Norfolk,  the  stable's  leading 
owner,  Sue  Abbott,  a  syndicate 
manager,  Eddie  Watt,  tbe  head 
bd,  who’s  on  the  go  from  5  ajn. 
to  nine  at  night,  *Cen  “Scotrie” 


. .  there  is  no  more  to  be  said  on 

Our  correspondents’ reviews  of .  the  matter” 


the  best  sports  books  of  the  year 
continue  with  Michael  Seely 
on  racing  and  Stuart  Jones  on 
football 


chiatism  of  its  slaves.  Barnes 
hits  his  man  off  to  a  TV  “Dunlop 
is  a  wuwi  with  a  restless  mind,  a 
mind  that  craves  problems,  as 
the  stomach  craves  food.” 

Then,  talking  about  the  stable 
lads,  the  £107-a-week  unsung 
heroes  of  the  game:  “Racing  is 
the  natural  business  of  man,  and 
there  is  as  end  to  it  People  who 
frowst  in  bed  until  seven  of  a 


The  other  book  I  liked  was 
Scudamore  on  Steeplechasing 
by  Peter  Scudamore  and  Alan 
Lee.  Like  all  top  men,  tbe 
reigning  champion  jockey  is  a 
workaholic,  who  goes  to  bed  at 
nine  and  whose  only  relaxation 
from  a  six-day  week  of  13  hours 
spent  on  the  gallops,  on  the 
mads  and  riding  over  fences,  is 
family  lunch  on  Sunday. 

There  was  much  to  entertain 
during  the  year.  No  Regard  for 
Money  is  a  colourful  account  of 
the  fife  and  times  of  that  quick¬ 
witted  and  resourceful  bucca¬ 
neer.  Charles  Benson,  formerly 


morning  and  who  have  two  days  The  Scout  of  the  Daily  Express. 


off  and  as  much  as  £1 50  a  week: 
such  people  are  weirdies,  ab¬ 
normal  people  to  the  average 

stable  lad.  Racing  is  life,  and 


John  Ireland’s  Racing 
Characters  is  a  gallery  of  cari¬ 
catures  of  foe  sport's  leading 
personalities.  The  sharply  delin¬ 


eated  word  protraits  by  Julian 
wdson  are  revealing 
The  bawdier  side  of  life  for 
steeplechase  jockeys  is  por¬ 
trayed  by  John  Francome  in 
Twice  Lucky  and  by  Steve 
Snmb-Ecctes  in  Tales  font  the 
Turf  m  conjunction  with  Alan 

i^C» 

mHorsesweai  and  Tears  by  Si* 
mon  Barnes  (Heineman  and 

gj 

(£3  iVmc1fn=ss,  £14.95);  No 


Brooking  launches  a  debate 


Open  a  debate  on  the  most 
talented  100  footballers  ever  to 
have  played  foe  game  in  Britain 
and  initially  there  would  be  few 
arguments.  Who,  for  instance, 
would  dispute  the  claims  of 
Banks,  Baxter,  Best,  John 
Charles,  Bobby  Charlton. 

rwollvh 


pool  and  West  Ham  United  in 
1971. 

West  Ham  "couldn’t  contain 

him  and  he  slaughtered  us  single 
handedty."  After  foe  4-0  defeat, 
four  of  Broking's  colleagues 
were  fined  for  preparing  for  foe 
fixture  by  spending  the  evening 

in  sa  niohtrlnK  Mnonv  nna  aP 


in  his  spare  time  to  help  pay  for 
the  mongage; 

The  hst  of  junkies  is  endless. 
And  the  kick  they  all  crave  is 
called  winning. 

Unfortunately.  1987  was  not 
Dunlop’s  most  successful  year. 
It  was  a  time  of  deep  unhappi¬ 
ness  for  the  trainer  and  his  wife, 
Sue,  as  their  son  Tim  was  killed 
in  a  car  crash. 

And  at  one  period  in  the 
summer,  because  of  a  mystery 
infection,  Dunlop's  200  horse¬ 
power  string  wen  31  days 
without  a  winner. 

Dunlop  is  the  star  and  one  of 
the  most  complete  character?  in 
a  sport  normally  noted  for  the 
narrow-mindedness  and  paro- 


Greaves,  Jennings,  Law, 
Mackay  and  Moore? 

The  names  of  perhaps  another 
40  could  be  added  almost 
automatically.  But  the  rest  of  the 
disraraxion  would  be  filled  with 
disagreements.  Trevor  Brook¬ 
ing  the  author  of  100  Great 
British  Footballers,  appreciates 
that  more  than  a  few  of  his 
personal  preferences  will  puzzle 
readers. 

.  How  many  would  have 
picked  Green,  for  example,  or 
Jackson?  Brooking,  who  re¬ 
stricted  iris  selection  to  those  he 
has  seen  in  action,  explains  that 
Green  played  himwtf  into  the 
list  daring  an  infemons  FA  Cup 
third-round  tie  buwcca  Black- 


miscreants,  was  also  relieved  of 
the  captaincy,  marking  “foe 
beginning  of  foe  end  of  his 
career  at  Upton  Farit" 
Consistency  was  “un¬ 
questionably  tiie  trademark"  of 
Jackson,  who  wore  the  gloves 


graham.  Madeley  or  Tommy 
Smutn.  They  are  mentioned  only 
ra^themtroduction  to  the  100 


Stn 


V I 

tVti* 


for  Crystal  Palace.  Leyton  Ori¬ 
ent  and  MiBwalL  “Of  enduring 


excellence,  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  play  late  into  his  thirties, 
malting  such  longevity  a  fashion 
among  goalkeepers."  Yet  his 
inclusion.  Brooking  concedes, 
may  be  surprising. 

So  he  admits,  are  the  omis¬ 
sions.  Ardiles,  Brady,  Giles, 
jA&hren  and  Thijssen  do  not 
qualify  as  Britons,  and  there-  is 
do  room  for  the  likes  of  George 


S3  WilKns?0^ 

ana  Wilkins),  two  are  more 

Players  (Dahdish 
and  Soilness),  two  areS- 
(Shilton  and  SoufoaSl 
and  two  are  about  to  retire 
(F^nas  and  Hutchison? 
half  ““  remnants,  more  than 
K!LJ2Pr®**®*  one  club, 

he  himsdf  would  be  a 
g^edmenber  but  fin-  which 
“wer  and  fewer  players  in  the 

S‘fc£me  «eS2?foemriS; 
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FOOTBALL- ROXBURGH  LINES  THEM  UP  IN  A  WAY  THAT  HAS  HIS  ITALIAN  HOSTS  CONFUSED 


SPORT 

RUGBY  UNION 


*  r 
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Straight  Scotch 
with  a  wee  dash 
of  the  mysterious 


-Andy  Roxbnrgh  yesterday  an¬ 
nounced  what  appeared  to  be 
a  straightforward  Scotland 
team  to  face  Italy  here  in  the 
mountains  of  Umbria  this 
afternoon  with  only  one  new 
cap,  the  Rangers  midfield 
player,  Ferguson.  No  sooner 
had  Roxburgh  announced  his 
selection  than  he  attempted  to 
.  introduce  a  degree  of  mystery 
into  the  proceedings. 

“Our  ime-np  looks  obvious 
'ami  logical  but  we  might  not 
play  the  way  our  selection 
suggests  we  should,”  he  said, 
land  was  suitably  gratified  to 
discover  that  the  Italian  foot¬ 
ball  correspondents  listening 
-  to  his  comment  were  confused 
by  this  utterance. 

Certainly,  the  outfield  play¬ 
ers  to  be  employed  on  Scot¬ 
land’s  behalf  in  the  Curi 
Stadium  would  easily  con¬ 
form  to  an  orthodox  4-4-2 
pattern,  with  Johnston,  of 
.Nantes,  and  GaDacher,  of 
-Dundee  United,  forming  the 
attacking  partnership.  The 
inclusion  of  Narey,  another 
Dundee  United  player,  as  a 
replacement  for  the  injured 
Miller,  of  Aberdeen,  would 
not  disrupt  the  pattern  of  a 
back  four  rang  the  familiar 
talents  of  Gough,  Malpas  and 
McLeish. 

Roxburgh,  however,  offered 
a  due  to  his  intentions  when 
he  added:  “Narey  will  play  as 
a  sweeper.  If  yon  know  that. 


Ifrom  Roddy  Forsyth,  Ferngja 
the  rest  should  foil  into  place.” 

Given,  that  information,  the 
obvious  Scottish  disposition 
would  require  Gough  and 
McLeish  to  perform  specific' 
marking  roles  on  the  Italian 
front  pair  ofViaUi  and  Serena, 
with  Aftken  covering  the  ap¬ 
proaches  directly  in  front  of 
the  central  defenders. 

Aitken’s  dnbmale,  McStay, 

wiU  be  seen  on  the  right  side  of 

midfield  with  foe  newcomer, 
Ferguson,  tucked  in  behind 
foe  Scots  attackers  and 
Mamas  asked  to  shuttle  be¬ 
tween  right  back  arid  midfield, 
depending  on  circumstances. 

The  flow  of  play  will 
dictate  foe  whereabouts  of 
McLeod,  of  Barussia  Dort¬ 
mund,  whose  ban-winning 
abilities  win  be  switched  from 
left  midfield  to  provide  cover 
in  defence  whenever  Gough 
pushes  forward  to  add  his 
aerial  skills  to  any  set-piece 
moves  the  Scots  might  con¬ 
trive  near  goaL 
If  this  match  is  to  be  seen  as 
part  of  Scotland’s  present 
development,  the  most  ob¬ 
vious  comparison  is  with  last 
season’s  friendly  with  Spain  in 
Madrid,  which  produced  a 
goalless  draw.  Although  Rox¬ 
burgh  was  satisfied  with  that 
result,  he  was  perturbed  at  the 
way  Scotland,  were  hemmed  in 
deferavriy  for  most  of  the 
Spanish  game. 

This  time  ttiwSt-otriah  hattly 


plan  is  designed  to  cany  tbe 
contest  to  Italy  in  midfield, 
from  which  area  Roxburgh 
hopes  for  a  greater  number  of 
counter-attacking  opportu¬ 
nities  to  be  afforded. 

McGair  has  so  place  in  the 
starting  tin&op,  although  foe 
Scottish  coach  was  at  pains  to 
stress  that  t1*K  omission  im¬ 
plied  no  lack  of  confidence  in 
the  Manchester  United  player. 
Tm  taking  the  opportunity  to 

start  Gallacbcr  up  front  for  the 
first  time  and  I*m 
foe  chance  to  play  Feiguson 
from  foe  beginning,”  he 

As  for  the  TtaK*™^  Rox¬ 
burgh  summed  them  up  by 
saying:  “They’re  a  developing 
team  on  an  upward  trend. 
They’re  very  flexible  and  they 
will  certainly  give  us  a  range  or 
problems.  However,  I  behove 
that  this  Scottish  team  is 
capable  of  producing  foe 
answers.” 


Luton’s  big  season 
has  £327,000  loss 


Luton  Town  made  a  trading  loss 
of  £327,000  last  season  even 
though  jt  was  their  most 
successful  period  on  the  pitch  in 
their  103-year  history. 

Most  of  the  loss  was  through 
increased  wages  and  bonuses 
paid  when  Luton  won  the 
Littlewoods  Cup,  their  first 
important  trophy,  and  readied 

the  final  of  foe  Siwmri  Qip  »nd 

the  semi-final  of  foe  FA  Cup. 
Commercial  activities  generat¬ 
ing  £i.  I  million  and  loans  worth 
£1.5  million  from  the  eight 
directors  balanced  the  books. 

Ray  Harford,  foe  manager, 
made  a  profit  on  transfer  deal¬ 
ings  of  £700,000.  by  selling  Peter 
Nicholas,  Man:  North.  Mike 
Newell  and  Stacey  North  and 
buying  only  Danny  Wilson  and 
Ian  Allinson.  Micky  Weir  was 
brought  from  Hibernian  for 
£200,000  and  sold  back  to  them 
for  foe  same  price  three  months 
later. 

•  Norwich  City,  foe  first  di¬ 
vision  leaders  who  make  their 
live  television  debut  at  Carrow 
Rood  versus  West  Ham  United 
on  Tuesday,  win  be  featured 
again  on  mTs  The  Match 
against  Mffiwal)  at  foe  Den  on 


January  22  when  MfifreaB  also 
make  their  debut  on  live 
television. 

•  Wefihg  United  have  brought 
forward  the  kick-off  of  their 
fond  round  FA  Cop  tie  with 
Rhekhmn  Savers  to  2  prn  on 
January  7  to  help  crowd  control. 
It  will  be  an  all-ticket  mu** 
with  a  crowd  limit  of  4,000. 
Tickets  go  on  sale  at  Writing’s 
ground  today. 

•  Kevin  Ratdiffe;  the  Everten 
defender,  may  min  the  Booting 
day  game  against  Middks- 
boroogh  at  Goodison  Park  after 
sustaining  «ntb  Kwmwit  dam¬ 
age  against  Mill  wall  on. 
Tuesday. 

•  Brighton’s  injury  problems 
increased  yesterday  when  Mike 
Treason  was  ruled  out  of  foe 
Boxing  Day  match  at  the  Grid- 
stone  ground  against  Crystal 
Palace  with  a  recurrence  of  foe 
hamstring  problem. 

•  Martin  Hodge,  foe  Leicester 
City  goalkeeper  who  has  been 
out  of  foe  side  with  a  strained 
stomach  muscle  c™y  the  first 
match  of  foe  season,  went  into  a 
London  hospital  yesterday  far 
an  exploratory  examination. 


Robson  is 
cautious 
about  Bull 

By  Chris  Moore 

Bobby  Robson  yesterday  laid 
out  the  terms  of  reference 
required  for  Steve  Bull  to 
project  himself  ”ltn  inter¬ 
national  reckoning. 

The  FnglanH  manager  utmih 

he  has  been  receiving  “rave 
reports”  about  foe  Football 
League’s  leading  scoter  who  has 
re-written  foe  Motinenx  record 
books  with  a  tally  of  96  goah  in 
only  127  games  fin-  Wolver¬ 
hampton  wanderers,  including 
77  in  the  last  16  months. 

“There  are  many  grades  in 
English  football  but  foe  tamest 
jump  is  between  foe  secondind 
the  first  divisions,"  Robson 
said. 

“Buffs  goalsooring  record  is 


Fergnson  is  the 


to  be  unveiled  in  the  Scottish  range 


GOLF 


Faldo  a  hit  on  the  fairways 


Wamock  puts  Short 
in  the  shop  window 


Neil  Wamock,  the  manager  of 
Scarborough,  yesterday  put  a 
£300,000  transfer  fee  on  Craig 
Short  as  Southampton  joined 
the  queue  for  the  central  defend¬ 
er's  services.  The  6ft  2in  youth 
team  product  has  drawn  a  host 
of  inquiries  from  first  and 
second  division  chibs  after  some 
spectacular  displays  for  the 
Yorkshire  side. 

Wamock  said  that  Short  has 
been  a  major  influence  in  send¬ 
ing  the  fourth  division  ride  into 
foe  promotion  zone.  “He’s  the 
quickest  defender  1  have  seen  in 
ages,  especially  considering  his 
size  —  he  will  be  playing  first 
division  football  within  18 
months,”  be  said. 

Chris  Nicfcall,  the  Southamp¬ 
ton  manager,  asked  about  Short, 
aged  20,  after  be  was  oven  foe 
tough  task  of  marking  the 


England  international,  Danny 
Wallace,  in  foe  clubs’  recent 
littlewoods  Cup  dashes. 

Nidtoll  is  scouring  the  coun¬ 
try  for  a  central  defender 
because  he  admits  a  weakness  in 
set  pieces  is  costing  his  team 
pah  in  their  efforts  to  win  foe 
championship.  “Anyone  who 
wants  Craig  will  have  to  pay 
£300,000  for  him  —  partly 
became  I  want  him  to  go  to  a 
good  dub,"  said  Wamock. 

“I  have  spoken  to  Chris 
Nichofi  about  him  because 
Chris  is  a  good  friend  —  when  I 
was  r-llmg  him  about  Craig's 
strengths  and  his  pace  I  couldn't 
help  thinking  he  could  play  for 
England  one  day.  In  recent 
months,  I  have  been  asked  by  a 
number  of  sides,  both  first  and 
second  division,  if  1  will  part 
with  Mm  and  it  would  have  to 
be  at  that  son  of  price.” 


Premier  connections 


very  impressive.  He  has  done  it 
in  the  fourth  division  last  season 

Mid  k  fining  it  agafn  this  mmmi 

in  the  third  division. 

“Let’s  wait  and  see  what  be 
looks  like  i£  and  when,  he  takes 
Wolves  up  into  the  second. 

“That  usually  sorts  standards 
out-  But  if  he  scores  as  periifi- 
caDy  then,  as  he  has  done  up  to 
now,  then  we  could  have  somo* 
one  very  interesting  an  our 
bands.” 

To  dale,  Robson  has  seen  Bull 
riay  only  once.  “He  scored,  and 
I’ve  been  kept  wdl  aware  of  his 
progress  since.”  he  added. 

“I  remember  Gerd  Mueller 
playing  for  West  Germany.  You 
corid  never  describe  him  as  a 
great  all-round  player  but  he 
always  knew  where  foe  goals 
were. 

“IBs  radar  in  the  beat  was 
intuitive  and  with  great  players 
around  h™  to  create  the 
chances  he  didn’t  need  to  be  a 
great  player  himsel£  Maybe  Ball 
win  mm  out  to  be  in  that 
mould.” 

West  German 
league  match 
to  be  replayed 

Frankfort  (AFP)  —  The  West 
German  football  federation  has 
ordered  Karlsruhe  and  Bonuria 
MOnchengbdbacb  to  replay  a 
first  division  match  which  was 
disrupted  by  crowd  trouble  last 


The  green  and  white  shirts  of 
Hibernian  Football  Oub,  the 
Edinburgh  premier  division 
chib,  have  been  imported  to  the 
Swindon  and  District  League, 
thanks  to  sponsorship  from  foe 
club's  chairman,  David  Duff 
and  the  Scottish  FA. 

Swindon  Hibernian  FC  are 
riding  high  in  the  Swindon  and 
District  first  division,  and  they 
put  it  down  to  their  link  with 
Hibernian. 

Duff  lives  and  works  near 
Swindon,  and  his  offer  of 
sponsorship  was  snapped  up  by 
i~,i  m,Mir  hmice  team. 


have  played  11  matches,  won 
.  10,  »tid.  drawn  one,  scoring  a 
total  of  48  goals.  We  now  have 
regular  training  sessions  and  are 
wwiMwitthat  we  will  go  UP  next 
season.” 

Top  Hibernian  players, 
I'nrhittitig  Steve  Archibald,  mil 
be  helping  to  train  Swindon 
Hibernian,  and  an  added  in¬ 
centive  to  do  weB,  Duff  has 
promised  a  trip  to  Scotland  to 
watch  Hibernian  in  action  for 
Swindon’s  player  of  the  year. 

Scottish  Hibernian  supporters 
will  be  introduced  to  their 


The  home  team,  Karlsruhe, 
who  won  the  match,  have  also 
been  fined  £2,600 andjnust  play 
their  n«t  home  fixture  at 
another  venue. 

Karlsruhe  were  punished  for 
nKvfewu  which  occurred  just 
before  halftime  in  the  match  on 
November  19  when  Barussia, 
who  were  already  leading  1-0, 
were  awarded  a  penalty.  Mis¬ 
siles  were  thrown  from  foe 
crowd,  the  penalty  was  missed, 
and  later  a  Borassia  player, 
Hochstatter,  bad  to  leave  the 
field  after  being  strode  in  foe 
face  by  a  bottle.  Karisrahc  are  to 


By  Mitchefl  Platts 
Golf  Correspondent 

The  wwirfi  for  pedbetioo 
caused  Nkk  Faldo  to  sacrifice 
power  for  accuracy.  That  is  the 

flMmi»iy  fawn  lln> 

of  foe  PGA  European  Tour 
during  foe  1988  season. 

In  1986  Fiklo  hdd  thirteenth 
place  in  the  driving-distanoe 
category  but  be  hit  only  68  per 
'  centofnurwaystobe25thinthe 
accuracy  section.  Faldo,  how¬ 
ever,  efimbed  in  1988  to  second 
place  in  the  fairways-hit  depart¬ 
ment,  although  toJceep  the  ball 
on  the  straight  and  narrow  74 
per  cent  of  the  time  he  slipped 
back  to  33rd  place  in  dnving 
distance. 

Peter  McEvoy,  foe  former 
Amateur  Champion  whose 
company.  Sporting  Concepts,  is 
responsible  far  compiling  foe 
statistics  fix-  Philips  Mobile 
Communications  Statistics, 
said:  “Consistency  seems  to  be 
the  key  to  success,  or  rather 

TENNIS 

A  convincing 
superiority 
from  Catlin 

Teresa  Catlin  demonstrated  her 
superiority  as  top  seed  in  the 
British  Women’s  Tennis  Associ¬ 
ation  Christmas  tournament  at 
Heston  yesterday  with  a  6-0, 6-1 
victory  over  Kate  Brasher. 

A  member  of  foe  victorious 
Maureen  Coonofly  Cup  team. 
Otfim  fa  joined  m  foe  semi¬ 
finals  by  two  other  members, 
Lisa  Gould  and  Vate  Lake. 
MELBOURNE:  Sarah  Loose- 
more  was  unable  to  play  against 
Brenda  Schultz,  the  top  seed,  at 
the  Coca-Cola  Youth  Masters 
here  yesterday,  overcome  by  a: 
sore  throat  (Barry  Wood  writes). 

Monica  Seles,  the  young 
Yugoslav  who  created  a  stir 
earlier  this  year  by  defeating 
Helen  Kekri  and  Lori  McNeil, 
win  ploy  the  Australian  circuit, 
beginning  in  Brisbane  on  Janu¬ 
ary  2.  Andrea  Tcmcsyaii,  who 
has  not  competed  since  Feb¬ 
ruary  1987  because  of  a  series  of 
injuries  is  also  expected  to  play. 

However,  Sara  Gomer  has 
decided  not  to  return  to  Austra¬ 
lia  fo&owiiqf  the  Federation  Cup 
and  will  miss  the  Australian 
Open  that  begins  on  January  1 6. 

TOKYO:  Martina  Navratilova 
and  Chris  Evert  have  entered  a 
Japanese  event  together  far  the 
firih  time  and  wiB  be  joined  by 
Gabriele  Sabatmi,  Natalia 
Zvereva,  Zina  Garrison  and 
Barbara  Potter  from  foe  woikTs 
top  10  fiar  foe  Tony  Pan  Pacific 
Open  here  from  January  31  to 

February  5  (AP  reports).  J 


1938  PGA  European  Tour  statistics 


Vote  Mar 
of  Merit 


cxceflenoc,  at  both  ends  iff  the 
game.  Nowadays  a  good  long 
game  on  its  own  is  not  enough. 
It  most  be  combined  with  a 

deftness  of  touch.” - 

Where  Faldo,  second  in  the 
Volvo  Order  of  Merit  hniwM 
Severiano  Ballesteros,  could  not 
match  his  Spanish  rival  in  1988 
was  on  the  greens.  In  1982  Faldo 
was  the  best  putter  in  Europe, 
averaging  28.5  putts  each  round, 
and  in  1986  and  1987  he  was 
second  (28.57)  and  sixth  (29-72L 
In  1988  he  finished  14th  (30.00) 
while  Ballesteros  was  first  with  a 
remarkable  avenge  of 28.75. 


<%) 

lift  a  1st  ( 
4tfi£n  i« 
mrasn  4am  i 
1at(7S3Mj 
man  u 


Ballesteros  abb  topped  the 
driving^fistance  category  with 
an  avenge  of  272  yards  com¬ 
pared  to  Faldo’s  255  yards. 
McEvoy  said:  *T  suppose  if  yon 
are  the  longest  hitter  and  best 
putter  yon  would  expect  to  do 
weU.” 

The  nM  chink  in***#-  ctatUi  W 

is  dwt  Jose- Maria  ObzabaL  in 
spite  of  finishing  third  in  the 
Volvo  Order  ofMerit,  was  in  the 
top  20  only  in  the  greens-hit-in- 
regubnioa  category.  It  suggests 
that  if  foe  young  Spaniard  ever 
learns  to  drive  and  putt,  he  will 
rule  the  world. 


SWIMMING 


Brownsdon  signs  off 
with  another  medal 

Frora  Steven  Downes,  Indianapolis 


Two  finalists,  and  yet  another 
United  States  Qpen  medal  for 
Soki  Brownsdon,  was  a  suitably 
high  note  fin- the  British  team  to 
end  its  short  North  American 
lour  on. 

After  five  hard  days’  raring, 
some  of  foe  *m«n  British 
was  beginning  to  show  foe 
strain,  but  in  foe  women’s  200 
menu  breaststroke,  Brownsdon 
and  Debbie  Tabby  both  reached 
foe  final.  There  was  an  dement 
of  surprise  about  Tubby’s 
achievement:  die  has  been 
suffering  from  a  foot  injury,  and 
foe  national  shortconne  cham¬ 
pion  spent  most  of  the  previous 

day  Ql  in  bed. 

Came  her  main  event,  though. 
Tubby  was  there  in  the  final, 
albeit  as  slowest  qualifier.  Yet, 
she  and  Brownsdon  set  the  pace 
down  the  first  length,  and  while 
neither  could  main  tarn  the  pace, 
Brownsdon  fought  back  from 
fourth  at  halfway  to  finish 
second,  while  Tabby  came 
within  0.03sec  of  her  best 

The  best  performance  of  the 
meeting  was  in  the  equivalent 
men’s  event,  where  America’s 
top  breaststroker,  Mike 

Bartowman,  produced  a  worid- 
ri»«c  swim.  Ulrp  many  of  the 

United  States'  Olympic  team, 
Batrowman  went  to  Seoul  with 
expectations  he  failed  to  fiilfiL 
Three  months  later,  hi* 
15.72sec  performance  closely 
matched  his  Olympic  _  final 


swim,  when  he  came  fourth. 

The  Americans  continue  to 
nroduce  good  miah'tv  sorint 
fieestykrs,  as  Jim  Harvey  and 
Jenny  Thompson  showed  in 
winning  the  100  metres,  where 
the  British  representative. 
Karen  Pickering,  achieved 
respectability  in  foe  consolation, 
fm«l 

Joanne  Peab'ns  was  some¬ 
thing  of  a  surprise  inclusion  in 
foe  TSB  England  senior  squad 
when  it  was  first  announced:  she 
has  been  full  of  surprises  ever 
since  on  this,  her  first  inter¬ 
national  tour.  In  the  first  five 
days,  she  improved  her  best 
times  on  12  occasions,  and,  in 
the  final  day’s  competition  here, 
she  raised  herself  yet  again  in  the 
800  metres  freestyle  to  set 
another  two  personal  bests  (she 
has  never  apse  faster  than  foe. 
4:3636  halfway  split),  improv¬ 
ing  her  time  for.  the  longest 
women's  race  by  nearly  20 
seconds. 


RFU  paper  could 
discover  what  is 
best  for  the  game 

By  David  Hands,  Rugby  Correspondent 


The  Rugby  Football  Union 
awaits  the  new  year  with  interest 
to  sec  the  response  to  a  dis¬ 
cussion  paper  on,  among  ofoer 
topics,  the  structure  of  the  game. 
The  paper,  the  consequence  of 
the  September  meeting  in 

f  — ir— was  circulated  in  mid- 

November  and  answers  are 
required  by  January  31. 

The  issues  have  been  central 
to  foe  shape  of  foe  game  in 
England  during  foe  last  century, 
and  the  source  of  much  ac¬ 
rimony  during  that  tune. 

“It  has  been  made  dear  to  the 
dubs  and  constituent  bodies 
that  it  is  up  the  RFU  to  deride 
ultimately  where  we  are  going,” 
Dudley  Wood,  the  union’s  sec¬ 
retary,  said  yesterday.  “One  of 
the  problems  is  foe  diversity  of 
requirements  few  various  pans 
of  the  country,  and  that  has 

been,  really,  the  downfall  of  foe 

county  championship.” 

The  Senior  Clubs  Association 
has,  naturally  enough,  a  parallel 
interest  in  foe  structure  of  the 
game.  “Our  number  one  priority 
is  not  representation  on  foe 
RFU,  nor  our  constitution  but 
sorting  the  game  out  itself.”  Ken 
Phillips,  chairman  of  the  SCA, 
said  although  it  is  fair  to  assume 
that  his  association  believes  it 
can  better  contribute  to  that 
by  being  directly  represented  on 
the  RFU  committee. 

It  is  ore  of  life’s  little  co¬ 
incidences  that  the  senior  dubs 
of  both  England  and  Wales 
should  be  arguing  at  the  same 
time  for  such  representation  on 
their  respective  unions,  al¬ 
though  foe  English  dubs  do 
feature  on  the  RFLTs  com¬ 
petitions  and  senior  dobs  sub¬ 
committees.  Phillips  has 
expressed  the  view  that  right 
faU-committee  places  could  be 
set  aside  for  the  senior  dubs  by 
paring  away  some  of  the  places 
reserved  for  past  RFU  presi¬ 
dents,  the  services  and  the 
universities  —  though  so  high  a 


figure  is  doubtless  a  negotiating 
stance. 

At  their  last  executive  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  the  SCA  agreed 
that  it  would  not  object  to  the 
presence,  as  observers,  at  its 
meetings  of  the  chairmen  of  the 
RFU  committees  upon  which 
they  themselves  appear,  at  least 
until  next  July’s  RFU  annual 
meeting  by  which  time  it  hopes 
there  will  have  been  some 
movement  on  the  representa¬ 
tional  from.  Certainly  it  strikes 
an  outsider  as  ironic  that  both 
SCA  and  RFU  appear  to  have 
the  same  aim  and  that  a 
marriage  may  eventually  be 
arranged. 

“Sorting  out  the  game”,  how¬ 
ever,  usually  comes  back  to  ihe 
county  championship,  how  and 
when  it  will  function.  Two 
prime  areas  or  discussion  envis¬ 
age  foe  non-involvemeni  of 
first- team  squad  players  from 
the  36  national  league  dubs  in 
the  competition,  and  the  re¬ 
moval  to  December  of  county 
matches  so  that  they  coincide 
with  the  weekends  of  the  di¬ 
visional  championship.  “If  that 
gains  favour,  do  we  then  shut  up 
shop  for  three  weeks?”  Phillips 
asks  on  behalf  of  die  dubs. 

The  only  general  agreement  at 
the  moment  is  that  there  will  be 
no  general  agreement  whatever 
is  finally  decided.  “It’s  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  people  are 
prepared  to  put  England  first 
and,  from  mv  point  of  view,  you 
have  to  get  tt  right  at  the  top,” 
Wood  said.  “The  divisional 
structure  is  the  only  one  which 
gives  you  something  like  the 
South  African  or  New  Zealand 
structure  which  has  made  them 
so  strong. 

“It’s  up  to  the  RFU  to  show  a 
bit  of  statesmanship  ai  the  end 
and  deride  what  is  best  for  the 
game  as  a  whole.  If  you  do  not 
get  the  top  end  right,  then  you 
are  faced  with  a  diminishing 
game." 


Waldron  backing 
for  Neath  trio 


By  Owen  Jenkins 


Ron  Waldron,  newly-elected  to 
fill  the  dual  role  of  manager  and 
coach  at  Neath,  has  greeted  the 
the  Wales  squad  for  the  training 
tour  to  Spam  with  mixed  feel¬ 
ings.  Five  Neath  players  are 
included  in  the  35-strong  party 
but  Waldron  expected  more. 

“I  was  expecting  three  others 
to  go.  I  didn’t  expect  the  second 
row  Gareth  Llewellyn,  but  1 
think  How  Richards  (lock), 
Jeremy  Pugh  (prop)  and  Colin 
Laity  (centre)  should  be  in  the 
sqoad.  If  I  were  those  three,  I'd 
be  a  little  bit  disappointed.  But 
for  Llewellyn,  I  think  it’ll  do 
him  a  world  of  good  and  it  will 
give  his  confidence  a  tremen¬ 
dous  boost” 

WaUram  who  was  capped 
four  times  for  Wales  as  a  prop  in 
1965,  has  a  no-nonsense  ap¬ 
proach  to  training.  He  was 
bewildered  tint  no  Neath  play¬ 
ers  were  selected  against  Roma¬ 
nia  a  fortnight  ago  bin  shuns  the 

attention  that  his  side  has  been 
given  as  a  result.  Neath  have  lost 
only  one  game  this  season  —  by 

Wasps  recall 
Oti  to  play 
Rosslyn  Park 

The  England  winger,  Chris  04 
will  play  for  Wasps  against 
Rosslyn  Park  on  Christmas  Ere. 
It  win  be  his  first  senior  match 
for  Wasps  since  the  game 
against  Maesteg  on  September 
3,  fa  which  he  scored  twe  tries. 

A  fortnight  later  he  was 
injmed  playing  for  London 
■gnfaKt  Munster  and  he  re¬ 
tained  to  action  at  the  weekend 
in  die  Wasps  second  team.  He 
has  been  inrhidfd  in  England  *g 
training  sqnad  to  go  to  Portugal 
early  next  month  in  preparation 

for  the  live  nations* 

Rob  Looowski  is  the  only 
other  fntmmlimMl  fat  the  side, 
as  Wasps  rest  all  their  other  top 
players  following  the  divisional 
championship  and  the  Courage 
League.  They  will  select  other 
internationals  for  game  against 
Saracens  oa  December  31  and 
hive  to  ladade  the  England 
pair,  Rob  Andrew  and  Fmal 
Randall,  who  both  missed  the 
entire  dfrtekwal  championship 
with  Injuries. 


one  point  against  Swansea. 

“It's  foe  selectors'  prerogative 
who  they  pick,"  he  said,  “many 
of  our  lads  may  not  fit  into  the 
pattern  of  players  they  are 
looking  fix.  But  out  of  foe  team 
that  was  picked  to  play  Roma¬ 
nia,  only  Jonathan  Davies, 
Mike  Hall  and  an  uninjured 
Glen  Webbe  would  be  consid¬ 
ered  first  choices  at  Neath. 

“We  don't  like  the  way  every¬ 
one  seems  to  be  talking  about 
us.  We  consider  every  game  an 
important  one.  Newbridge  are 
playing  wdl,  Bridgend  are  still 
in  the  hunt  and  i.ianrfH  more 
than  Anyone  else.” 

Despite  what  happens  at  nat¬ 
ional  level,  Waldron  forint  that 
his  training  methods  »nrf  atti¬ 
tudes  would  not  change.  “You 
have  to  do  what's  right  for  the 
dub”  he  said.  “At  Neath  we 
have  always  gone  for  mobile 
forwards  and  skilful  backs. 
Rqgby  is  a  continuous  challenge 
and  we  emphasize  this  to  the 
players  every  time  they  pull  on 
that  blade  jersey  for  Neath.” 

Bath  call  in  10 
internationals 
for  Newbridge 

Bath,  unbeaten  still  this  season 
despite  foe  absence  throughout 
December  of  most  of  their, 
leading  players,  take  a  strong 
side  to  Newbridge  tomorrow 
evening  to  meet  a  dub  whose 
consistent  form  has  made  them 
one  of  Wales's  top  three  chibs 
this  season  (David  Hands 
writes). 

Robinson,  the  England 
flanker,  is  rested  while  both 
Gascon  (centre)  and  Morrison 
(lock)  were  injured  playing  in 
foe  divisional  championship 
last  Saturday.  HaHiday,  the 
England  centre,  has  not  yet 
recovered  from  a  knee  injury 
but  may  be  available  for  the 
dub’s  Boxing  Day  game  with 
Clifton. 

Palmer  and  Bamsey  remain  in 
midfield,  therefore,  with  Cro¬ 
nin,  the  Scottish  lock,  coming 
into  foe  pack  after  duty  with  the 
Anglo-Scots,  and  the  experi¬ 
enced  Witbey  joining  Hall  and 
Egerton  in  tibe  back  row,  the  XV 
including  10  internationals. 


Reunion  for  finalists 


Old  Wesley  and  Bangor  who 
contested  the  inaugural 
Smifowidcs  Floodlit  Challenge 
Cup  last  season  have  again 
reached  foe  final  scheduled  for 
Anglesea  Road  on  January  20, 
the  eve  of  foe  Ireland-France 
international  in  Dublin  (George 
Ace  writes). 

Bangor  are  holders,  winning 
13-10  at  Upritdaard  Park  last 


year  after  extra  time  an d  al¬ 
though  they  beat  Old  Wesley 
earlier  this  season.  Tuesday 
night’s  semi-final  results  tend  to 
suggest  that  the  Dublin  side  will 
start  favourites. 

Old  Wesley  defeated  the 
powerful  Lansdowne  side  by 
two  penalties  and  a  dropped 
goal  to  two  penalties.  Farren,  foe 
mil  back,  kicked  all  the  Old 
Wesley  points 
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Government  urged 
to  introduce 
pilot  card  scheme 


One  of  the  four  companies 
winch  have  submitted  plans 
for  identity  card  schemes  to 
the  Government’s  working 
party  yesterday  urged  that 
there  should  be  a  pilot  opera¬ 
tion  ata  few  clubs  to  eliminate 
minor  problems. 

The  company.  Computer 
Management  Group  (CMG), 
also  advised  the  Football 
Association,  the  Football 
League  and  the  clubs  to  retain 
their  hold  on  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  spectators 
joining  the  national  member¬ 
ship  scheme  when  it  starts 
during  next  season. 

Graham  Palmer,  the 
managing  director  of  CMG, 
whose  company  provides  the 
magnetic  cards  for  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Westminster  Bank, 
Barclaycard,  the  RAC  and  two 


By  John  Goodbody 

dubs.  Queen’s  Park  Rangers 
and  Reading,  said  be  would 
Eke  to  see  two  clubs  from,  say, 
the  first,  and  two  further  dubs 
from  the  third  division  try  out- 
the  scheme  in  the  first  part  of. 
next  season,  although  It  would 
be  fully  operational  only  when 
they  met  each  other. 

“This  is  because  there  are 
physical  problems  when  one  is* 
using  technology  in  an 
environment  that  has  not  used 
it  before,”  he  said. 

However,  the  company  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  Government, 
which  is  to  introduce  the  Bin 
into  Parliament  on  January  9, 
is  more  likely  to  opt  for  the 
“big  bang”  approach  in  its 
latest  and  toughest  attempt  to 
eradicate  hooliganism. 

Together  with  other  com¬ 
puter  companies,  CMG  is 


Clubs  angered  by 
Home  Office  list 


Blackball]  Rovers  and  Oxford 
United  yesterday  joined  the 
critics  of  a  set  of  statistics 
published  by  the  Home  Office 
Knifing  arrests  with  Football 
Leagne  grounds  last  season. 

Don  Msckay,  the  Black¬ 
burn  manager,  said:  “We  are 
now  (old  by  me  police  chief 
that  even  If  somebody,  say, 
steals  from  a  car  parked  near  a 
ground,  it  counts  towards  foe 
overall  figures.  The  total  foas 
becomes  very  misleading  but 
sections  of  the  Press,  to  whom 
football  Is  sarely  of  foe  utmost 
importance,  seem  determined 
to  blades  foe  name  erf  foe 


“I  have  in  my  possession  a, 
behaviour  survey  covering  foe 
last  three  seasons.  Some  52 
mOlioB  people  attended  about 
6,000  leagne  games  in  that 
period  and  17,364  people  were 
ejected.  I  know  that  even  ooe  is 
too  many  bnt  that  averages  oat 
at  just  three  people  per  game 
or  .03  per  cent  of  all 
supporters. 

“If  foe  Government  fed 
these  figures  call  for  legisla¬ 
tion  then  surely  they  should 
introduce  national  identity 
cards  for  everyone  because  foe 


overall  crime  rate  warrants  iL 
Those  statistics  show  that  we 
are  not,  as  some  of  our 
national  media  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  would  have  os 
believe,  all  a  bunch  of  hooli¬ 
gans.  1  am  extremely  dis¬ 
appointed  at  foe  way  some 

national  newspapers  cover  the 
issues,  sensationalizing 
events.” 

At  Oxford,  Jim  Hunt,  the 
deb  secretary,  also  disputed 
the  figures,  which  showed  that 
105  arrests  were  made  at  the 
Manor  Road,  ont  of  a  total 
attendance  of  21&632. 

Hunt  said:  “That's  a  false 
figure.  The  actual  number  of 
arrests  last  season  inside  foe 
ground  or  in  foe  fa— edfate 
vicinity  was  very  mfnfanal. 
How  many  off  those  arrested 
were  for  hoofiganton  and  how 
many  were  arrested  in  the 
town  centre?  Yon  can  hardly 
Marne  foe  dub  for  people 
arrested  for  offences  late  at 
night  hi  tiie  city  centre  jnst 
because  they’ve  been  to  a 
match  earlier  in  foe  day.” 

Hunt  pointed  out  that 
United  had  taken  measures  to 
stamp  out  violence  at  matches, 
including  ft*  installation  of 
dosed-dreuit  television. 


waiting  for  the  Football 
Management  Authority, 
which  is  to  be  set  up  to  handle 
the  scheme  in  conjunction 
with  the  Football  League,  to 
ask  for  tenders  for  the  con¬ 
tract  To  operate  a  pilot 
scheme  early  next  season  a 
company  must  have  a  de¬ 
cision  by  March  1989. 

Palmer  warned:  “Neither 
the  government  nor  the  foot¬ 
ball  dubs  will  finally  pay  for 
the  scheme.  The  fens  wLD  bear 
the  cost.  However,  the  bene¬ 
fits  to  the  cardholders  will 
ultimately  outweigh  the  cost 
because  they  can  receive 
goods  and  services  that  would 
only  be  offered  to  valid 
membership  card  holders.” 

This  would  include  reduc¬ 
tions  for  attending  a  large 
number  of  games  at  dubs  and 
even  for  international 
matches  at  Wembley. 

Peter  Nasskau,  an  associate 
director  of  CMG,  said:  “The. 
dubs  should  have  their  own 
control  over  the  scheme  rather 
than  allow  anyone  else  access 
to  the  information.  This  is. 
surely  foe  right  way  forward 
for  any  organization.  If  1  were 
a  dub  fhflp-man  1  would  lilt* 
to  have  my  foot  on  the 
throttle.” 

One  ofCMG’s  rivals,  Aquix 
Holdings  (UK),  has  offered  to, 
iiman  the  entire  scheme  free,' 
although  it  wants  access  to  the 
list  ofup  to  five  million  people 
who  attend  matches  daring  a 
season  so  that  it  ran  then 
market  the  names  and 
addresses. 

Until  the  Government  set¬ 
tles  the  details  of  the  Bill,  it  is 

uncertain  whether  it  will  insist 

cm  the  Football  Membership 
Authority  having  a  scheme  of 
“smart  cards”.  This  would  be 
more  expensive,  up  to  £10  per 
person,  but  would  allow  a  for 
greater  amount  of  information 
to  be  stored  in  the  card. 

Despite  hostility  from 
opposition  parties  and  also 
from  a  few  Conservative  back¬ 
bench  MPs,  the  Bill  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  become  law 

It  will  force  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  people  attending  any 
professional  football  dub  in 
England  to  obtain  a  card  even 
if  they  only  watch  one  game  a 
season. 


Pointless  failure  is  worth 
nearly  £lm  to  England 

By  Sturt  Jones,  Football  Correspondent 


England,  in  spite  of  losing  all 
three  of  their  European 

a  profit  of  almost  £lm  from 
their  appearance  in  the  finals 
last  summer.  Each  of  the 
nations  knocked  out  in  the 
first  round  is  to  receive 
DM3.1  (over  £950,000)  as  its 
share  of  the  prize  fund. 

The  Republic  of  Ireland, 
who  opened  by  beating  Eng¬ 
land  in  Stuttgart,  Denmark 
who  also  left  West  Germany 
without  a  single  point,  and 
Spain  are  the  other  recipients 
oftheZarisb  financial  rewards. 
They  are  only  marginally 
smaller  than  the  sums  given  to 
those  who  progressed  further. 

The  beaten  semi-finalists, 


Italy  and  the  hosts  wifi  each 
'collect  DM3.4m,  for  instance: 
:The  finalists  —  the 
Netherlands,  the  eventual 
winners  of  the  trophy  and  the 
Soviet  Union —will  each  pick 
up  DM3. 8m.  All  eight  coun¬ 
tries  have  benefited  from  the 
profits  generated  in  West  Ger¬ 
many,  which  set  new  records 
for  the  tournament. 

The  total  attendance  of 
910,000  for  the  IS  games  far 
surpassed  the  previous  highest 
figure,  600,000  in  France  four 
years  ago.  The  overall  profit, 
which  includes  the  sale  of 
television  rights,  advertising 
revenue  and  marketing  logos, 
amounted  to  DM30m  (more 
than  £9m,  compared  with 


about  £5.5m  in  1984). 

More  than  a  third  of  the 
money  raised  was  contributed 
by  spectators.  Wolfgang 
Niersbach,  a  spokesman  for 
the  West  German  Football 
Federation  confirmed  yes¬ 
terday  that  the  eight  grounds 
were  full  to  95  per  cent  of  thrir 
capacities.  “Many  foreign  fens 
came,”  he  said.  “And  that  was 
a  good  boost  to  the  crowds.” 

He  added  that  most  of  the 
cost  of  modernizing  the  stadia, 
DM43.3m,  was  set  aside 
specifically  to  prevent  trouble 
being  caused  by  miscreants. 
“The  cities  involved  spent  a 
lot  of  money  on  security 
measures  but  that  is  not 
included  in  our  figures.” 


Sansom  offered  a 
passage  north 


By  Dennis  Signy 


THE  TIMES 


The  things 
they 
said  in 
sport 

•  Who  said:  "Every 
man  prefers  my  shape 
to  that  of  a  rubber  bail” 
and  “I  didn't  think  I 
was  the  marrying  type 
but  people  change”? 
Answers  in  our  famous 
selection  of  the  Quotes 
of  the  Year  from  the 
world  of  sport  in  The 
Times  on  Saturday. 
Plus  our  equally 
renowned  Christmas 
sports  jumbo 
crossword,  with 
exciting  prizes  from 
Whitbread,  including  a 
day  at  one  of  the  great 
sporting  events  of 
1989. 

•  Qur  Boxing  Day 
issue  features  the  full 
guide  to  ail  eight  race 
meetings,  with  a 
special  betting  offer 
from  William  Hill.  Pins 
the  latest  news  on  the 
day's  football  and 
rugby. 


Kenny  Sansom,  of  Arsenal,  is 
expected  to  join  Newcastle 
United  today  for  £300,000. 
Sansom,  who  has  played  86 
times  for  England.  lost  the 
Arsenal  captaincy  and  his 
first-team  place  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  season. 

Jim  Smith,  the  Newcastle 
manager,  tried  unsuccessfully 
to  contact  George  Graham, 
his  counterpart  at  Highbury, 
to  complete  the  transfer  yes¬ 
terday  afternoon.  Sansom 
stayed  on  standby  for  a  late 
flight  to  Newcastle. 

Smith,  who  earlier  in  the 
day  agreed  to  buy  Ray 
Ranson,  a  right  bade,  from 


Warren  must 
wait  for 
judgement 

Frank  Warren,  the  boxing 
manager,  must  wait  until  the 
new  year  before  knowing 
whether  be  can  temporarily 
stop  agent,  Ambrose  Mendy, 
from  having  control  over 
Nigel  Bonn,  the  Common¬ 
wealth  middleweight 
champion. 

After  a  week-long  hearing. 
Lord  Justices  Pnrchas,  Nourse 
and  Stuart-Smith  reserved 
their  judgement  on  Warren's 
application  for  a  temporary 
injunction 

Warren  has  asked  the  Court 
of  Appeal  to  impose  the 
injunction  preventing  Mendy 
from  interfering  with  the  man¬ 
agerial  contract  he  has  with 
Benxu 


managiPyrah  takes  a  seat  as  Taweriands  A  nrierartfc  ridden  by  Judy  Pyrah,  jffiaps  into  his  new  life  ns  a  hunter 

Champion  hunts  a  new  career 


By  Jenny  MacArthnr 

Taweriands  Angkzarice,  the 
chestnut  gelding  with  the  laid- 
back  ears  and  broad  white 
blaze,  the  winner  of  more, 
money  than  any  other  horse  in 
British  showjumping,  was  of¬ 
ficially  retired  from  the  sport 
at  Olympia  on  Monday  night 

His  rider,  Malcolm  Pyrah, 
had  announced  the  decision  in 
Seoul  where  the  horse,  aged 
18,  was  ■"•king  his  seventh 
appearance  in  a  championship 
team  “I  always  wanted  him  to 
go  out  at  the  top”  Pyrah  said. 

During  his  nine  years  in  that 
position,  the  Irish-bred  geld¬ 
ing  (by  the  French  thorough- 
teed,  Joyces,  out  of  an  Irish 
draught  mare)  has  won  more 
than  £350,000,  competed  in 
29  Nations  Cups,  won  two 
European  Gold  Medals  and 
team  and  individual  silver 
ones,  as  well  as  World  Champ¬ 
ionship  team  and  individual 
silver  medals.  His  numerous 


‘grand  prix  wins  include  those 
at  Aachen  (1981)  and  Calgary 
•(1982).  “He's  a  one-off  - 
they’ll  never  be  another  like 
him**  his  owner,  Edna 
Hunnabie  said  this  week. 

Initially  Pyrah  doubted 
whether  the  horse  would  ever 
get  to  the  top.  Pyrah  had  his 
eye~~on  a  horse  called 
Chainbridge  which  he 
•pomaded  the  late  Tom 
HunnaMe  to  boy.  lYevor 
Banks,  the  owner,  would  only 
sell  the  horse  as  part  of  a 
package  with  Anglezarke,  a 
horse  he  had  bought  for 
£80,000  from  Adrian  Marsh 
two  years  earlier.  (Marsh  bad 
named  him  after  a  moor  near 
his  home  in  Lancashire). 

It  took  Pyrah  just  three 
weeks  to  appreciate  tire  deaL 
“After  our  first  show  together 
[Aachen  1980]  I  knew  I  had 
something  special  —  but  he 
was  a  difficult  horse,  even  now 
he’s  not  an  affectionate  horse, 
he’s  very  much  an  individ¬ 


ual.”  That  mum  year,  at 
Wembley,  they  won  the  Lead¬ 
ing  Showjumper  Award,  a 
victory  which,  despite  more 
glorious  accolades,  remains 
the  most  exciting  for  Pyrah. 

The  only  surprise  about 
Taweriands  Angfezarke’s  sub¬ 
sequent  career  has  been  its 
length  and  consistency.  In  a 
sport  where  top  horses  can  last 
less  than  two  years  —  the 
Canadian  horse,  Mr.  T,  and 
the  West  German  horse.  Fire, 
ibe  last  two  winners  of  the 
World  Championships,  have 
both  had  fleeting  careers  — 
Towerlands  Anglezarke  has 
been  produced  fit  and  sound 
for  every  championship  since 
1980  -  excluding  the  1984 
Olympics  from  which  Pyrah 
was  barred. 

Ronnie  Massarella,  the  British 
team  manager,  ranks 
Towerlands  Anglezarke  along¬ 
side  John  Whitaker’s  Ryan's 
Son  as  “two  of  the  greatest 
horses  we’ve  ever  had.”  Much 


of  the  credit  for  Towerlands 
Anglezarke’ s  long  career  must 
go  to  Pyrah’s  wife,  Judy, 
whose  standards  of  stable 
management  match  her  hus¬ 
band's  expertise  in  foe  ring. 

She  has  prepared  foe  horse 
for  all  his  major  competitions, 
ensuring  that  he  was  not 
overjumped  so  he  never  be¬ 
came  bored  with  the  game.1 
Only  last  year,  aged  17,  he 
won  foe  King  George  V  Gold 
Cup  (for  the  second  time)  and 
foe  Grande  Prix  at  foe  Royal 
International  Horse  Show  and 
foe  £17,000  first  prize  in  foe 
Dubai  Grande  Prix  at 
Hickstead. 

Judy  is  benefiting  from  care 
foe  provided.  Every  Monday 
she  hunts  Towerlands 
Anglezarke  with  the  Quoin  in 
Leicestershire.  “He’s  a  smash¬ 
ing  hunter.  He  flies  over 
everything,”  she  said  after  the 
opening  meet.  One  would 
expect  no  less. 


Birmingham  City  for 
£150,000,  had  tried  to  take 
Sansom  on  loan  when  he  was 
managing  Queen’s  Park  Rang¬ 
ers.  He  hopes  that  both  players 

will  make  their  first  appear¬ 
ances  for  their  new  dub 
against  Sheffield  Wednesday 
on  Boxing  Day. 

Earlier  this  week,  Graham 
fined  Sansom  two  weeks’  sal¬ 
ary  because  an  artide  ap¬ 
peared  under  Sansom' s  name 
in  a  tabloid  newspaper.  The 
player  has  appealed 

Sansom  has  been  at  Arsenal 
for  eight  years,  having  joined 
them  in  a  transfer  exchange 
with  Crystal  Palace 


Offiah  in 
demand 

Three  dubs  in  Australia, 
including  Western  Suburbs 
who  have  signed  Ellery  Han¬ 
ley,  are  also  hoping  to  gain  the 
services  of  Martin  Offiah,  foe 
Great  Britain  rugby  league 
wing. 

Hanley’s  contract  is  reput¬ 
edly  worth  £3.500  a  match, 

LeMond  signs 

Brussels  (Reuter)  —  Greg 
LeMond,  the  first  American  to 
win  the  Tour  de  France  in 
1986,  has  left  PDM,  the  Dutch 
team,  and  signed  a  two-year 
contract  with  ADR,  of  Bel¬ 
gium,  who  had  been  trying  to 
sign  Sm"  Kelly,  of  Ireland. 


French  duo 
fail  with 
late  appeal 

The  Jockey  Club  yesterday 
turned  down  an  appeal  by 
United  Racecourses  to  bare 
nemfo  challengers,  Nopsala 
and  Nred  AC,  reinstated  to  the 
field  for  Boating  Day’s  King 
George  VI  Chase  at  Kempton 
Park. 

Staff  at  Francois  Domra's 
Lamoriaye  yard  missed  foe 
entry  deadline  for  foe  big  race 
on  Taesday  when  a  bx  was 
sort  to  the  wrong  address. 

After  felting  legal  advice, 
the  racecourse  owners  made  a 
formal  request  to  Lord  Fair- 
haven  to  add  the  French  pair 
to  foe  list  of  rix  entries  for  foe 
£60,000 added  contest 

However,  the  Jockey  Club 
diiiuiaaed  foe  appeal  and 
spokesman  David  Pipe 
stressed:  “However  sympa¬ 
thetic  the  Senior  Steward  and 
the  stewards  may  be  to  the 
French  and  foe  racing  public, 
they  have  been  elected  to 
administer  racing 

Angus  Oichton-Mnier,  a 
director  of  the  sponsors,  Rank 
Leisure,  said:  “I  was  angry 
and  dismayed  by  foe  Jockey 
Gob’s  stance.  Quite  apart 
from  foe  effect  on  this  year’s 
race,  it  does  force  ns  to  re¬ 
consider  oar  whole  racing 
sponsorship  position.” 

At  one  point,  Doemen’s 
connections  were  threat 
to  take  foe  matter  to  foe 
Court 

However,  Nopsala,  last 
year’s  winner  of  foe  King 
George,  and  Nord  AC  are 
fikdy  to  ran  at  Kempton  on 
Tuesday  instead,  in  foe  three- 
mile  Odeon  Cinema  Handicap 
Chase. 


SPORT  IN  BRIEF 


Graveney  accuses  Pakistan 


Pakistan's  willingness  during 
their  visit  to  Australia  to  play 
against  Terry  Alderman,  who 
went  on  a  rebel  tour  to  South 
Africa  two  years  ago,  was 
criticized  yesterday.  David 
Graveney,  a  spokesman  for 
the  English  Cricketers’  Associ¬ 
ation  said  it  epitomized  foe 
muddle  that  the  International 
Cricket  Conference  had  to  sort 
ont-  at  its  crisis  meeting  in 
January. 

Alderman,  who  played 
under  Graveney’s  captaincy 
for  Gloucestershire  last  sum¬ 
mer,  has  already  recently  ap¬ 
peared  in  one-day 
international  matches  against 
Pakistan  and  West  Indies.  He 
has  now  been  inducted  in  the 
Australian  party  for  the  third 
Test  match  with  Pakistan  in 
Melbourne  on  Saturday. 

Graveney  said:  “Here  we 
have  a  case  of  Pakistan  being 
willing  to  play  against  a  man 
who  earned  money  in  South 
Africa  but  they  would  not 
meet  Graham  Gooch.  Both 


By  Richard  Streetoa 

Alderman  and  Gooch  served 
their  punishments  fiw  gang  to 
South  Africa  yet  Pakistan  will 
not  play  England.  It  smacks  of 
double  standards  and  leaves 
one  wondering  what  is  going 
on.” 

Graveney  said  foe  confu¬ 
sion  was  why  foe  Cricketers* 
Association  was  desperately 
anxious  far  the  ICC  to  sort  pot 
the  problem  once  and  for  alL 
A  young  English  player  did 
not  know  if  he  was  jeopardiz¬ 
ing  his  career  in  foe  future, 
even  ifhe  went  to  South  Africa 
merely  to  coach  non-whites. 

“Everybody  appreciates  the 
chips  are  now  down  and 
England’s  scheduled  visit  to 
West  Indies  next  year  seems 
unlikely  to  take  place  unless  a 
solution  is  found.  The  Cricket¬ 
ers’  Association  wants  the 
rules  sorted  out  and  there 
must  be  no  farther 
rectrospective  action  in  the 
future  Once  agreement  is 
readied.” 

For  these  reasons  a  recent 


meeting  of  foe  Cricketers’ 
Association  executive,  at¬ 
tended  by  representatives  of 
most  counties,  agreed  in  prin¬ 
ciple  that  their  previous  hard 
line  attitude  about  maintain¬ 
ing  cricketers*  rights  to  visit 
South  Africa  had  to  be  toned 
down.  “It  wffl  not  please 
everybody  among  our  mem¬ 
bers,”  Graveney  said. 

“Our  prime  objective  re¬ 
mains  for  our  players  to  be 
employed  with  freedom  of 
movement  12  months  a  year. 
On  foe  other  hand,  if  the 
South  African  issue  means 
inremafinnal  cricket  being 
wrecked,  we  would  not  have 
the  chance  to  earn  a  living 
with  our  counties.” 

The  gist  of  what  Graveney 
described  as  “a  softening  and 
hopefully  realistic  approach  to 
foe  controversy”  has  been 
conveyed  to  the  Test  and 
Country  Cricket  Board.  The 
two  organizations  have  always 
had  a  good,  working  relation¬ 
ship 


Slaney  critical  of  drug  tests 


New  York  —  Mary  Slaney,  the 
American  middle-distance 
runner,  has  claimed  that  either, 
drug  testing  at  the  Olympic 
Games  in  Seoul  was  faulty  or 
positive  results  were  in¬ 
tentionally  ignored  (Renter 
reports). 

Speaking  at  a  news  con¬ 
ference  to  promote  foe 
MiHrose  Games  here  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  Slaney  said  that  of¬ 
ficials  were  not  doing  enough 
to  prevent  drug  abuse  in  sport. 

“I  know  my  events  (1,500 
and  3,000  metres]  at  the 


Games  weren’t  dean,”  Slaney 
said.  “I  also  have  some  sus¬ 
picions  about  some  gold 
medal  winners.”  But  she  re¬ 
fused  to  mention  specific 
names  or  events. 

“I  think  foe  public  isn't 
aware  of  the  widespread  abuse 
that  exists,”  she  added.  “Ben 
Johnson  is  far  from  being  an 
isolated  incident” 

Slaney  was  especially  criti¬ 
cal  of  officials  on  the  Euro¬ 
pean  athletics  circuit.  “I  feel 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  positive 


drug  results  that  don't  get 
punished,  particularly  in 
Europe,”  she  said. 

Slaney,  who  plans  to  con¬ 
tinue  competing  at  least  until 
the  Olympic  Games  in  Barce¬ 
lona  in  1992,  said  she  was 
approached  eight  years  ago  by 
someone  who  wanted  to  sup¬ 
ply  her  with  steroids. 

“I  was  concerned  about  my 
health,  so  I  didn’t  take  them.” 

She  also  said  she  feels  that  a 
two-year  suspension  is  too 
lenient:  “Why  should  people 
geta  second  chance  to  cheat?” 


Drechskn  taking  a  break 

Drechsler  off 

East  Berlin  (Reuter)  —  Heike 
Drechsler,  who  won  a  silver 
medal  in  the  long  jump  and 
bronze  medals  in  foe  sprints  al 
the  Seoul  Olympics,  is  taking  a 
year  off  from  athWfes  to 
concentrate  on  a  teacher  train¬ 
ing  course. 


Armenia  aid 

Bonn  (AFP)  —  Leading  West 
German  footballers  of  the 
1970’s  like  Franz  Becken¬ 
bauer,  Paul  Breitoer  and  Gun¬ 
ter  Netzer  are  ready  to  play  for 
a  European  ride  against  the 
Soviet  Union  in  aid  of  earth¬ 
quake  victims  in  Armenia. 

In  firing  line 

Sydney  (Reuter)  —  Geoff 
Lawson,  the  Australia  fast 
bowks-  whose  jaw  was  broken 
in  five  places  by  Cnrtly  Am¬ 
brose  a  fomight  ago,  said  he 
hoped  to  return  for  New  South 
Wales  in  foe  Sheffield  Shield 

Madrid  date 

Gar!  Thackeray,  the  British 
cross  country  international, 
will  compete  in  the  San 
Syivestre  10km  road  race 


Coaches  face  big  fines 
for  criticizing  referees 


Coaches  who  publidy  criticize 
referees  and  touch  judges  will 
in  future  suffer  heavy  punish¬ 
ment  without  right  of  reply 
following  a  ruling  made  yes¬ 
terday  by  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Rugby  League. 

Two  coaches,  Barry 
Seabotzrne  of  Bradford  North¬ 
ern,  and  Jim  Creflin,  of  Roch¬ 
dale  Hornets,  were  each  fined 
£250. 

After  foe  announcement  of 
the  punishment  it  was  stated 
that  the  £250  fine  would  be  the 
basis  of  a  code  of  practice  in 
which,  for  a  second  offence, 
the  fine  would  be  inoeased  to 
£500,  and  for  a  third  offence 
suspension. 

Seaboume  made  a  verbal 
attack  on  the  referee  Dave 
Carter,  of  •  Wkines, 


Bradford  Northern  had  lost 
their  John  Player  Special  Tro¬ 
phy  semi-final  against  Wigan, 
at  Leeds,  on  Saturday,  while 
Crellin  had  uttered  simitar 
criticism  of  foe  referee  after 
foe  Workington  Town  v 
Rochdale  Hornets  second  di¬ 
vision  game  on  Sunday. 

Joe  Lydon  can  now  breathe 
easily  and  tty  to  put  behind 
him  his  conviction  for  assault¬ 
ing  a  spectator  following  a  St 
Helens  v  Wigan  game.  The 
Wigan  and  Great  Britain 
international  heard  from  foe 
board  of  directors  yesterday 
that  no  further  action  will  be 
token  on  foe  disepute  charge 
which  hung  over  his  head 
until  the  recent  conn  case. 


end  column 


A  salute 
to  the 
doped 
pedaller 

By  Peter  Bryan 

The  challenge  was  to  ride  a 
cydefrom  Land's  End  to  John 
o'Groats,  a  distance  of  8 75 
miles.  George  Pilkington 
Mills,  aged  19,  was  successful, 
breaking  the  record  by  » 
boms  and  reaching  the  tip  of 
mainland  Scotland  in  just  over 
five  days. 

MtHs  did  his  ride  in  1886  on 
a  penny  farthing,  known  then 

as  foe  high  ordinary- His  front 
wheel  was  53  inches  in  drera* 
ference  -  the  distance  bn 
therefore  travelled  with  every 
complete  revolution  of  the 
pedals— he  had  no  brakes  and 
his  wheels  were  shod  with 
solid  rubber. 

Recalling  the  ride  52  years 
later.  Mills  described  foe 
roads  in  Cornwall  as  “resem¬ 
bling  a  sea  beach. .  J  had  to 
walk  nearly  a  mile  before 
reaching  ^***in*n  and  was 
pitched  ont  of  foe  saddle  twice 

before  Penzance.”  AH  this  hi 
the  first  10  miles. 

Conditions  did  not  improve 
as  he  pedalled  north,  sitting 
high  on  his  penny  farthing  sad 
taking  delight  that  he  was  foe 
fastest  iMn  on  the  road  in 
Britain.  Sleep  was  a  luxury:  he 
managed  only  six  hours  during 
tiie  five  days. 

He  was  drawn  to  the  end-to- 
end  record  and  it  was  natural 
that,  with  the  introduction  of 
the  bteyde  as  we  more  or  less 
know  it  today,  he  shoold  be  in 
foe  saddle  again. 

The  year  was  1891.  lie 
endured  72  horns’  continuous 
rain  from  the  start  and  man¬ 
aged  (or  needed)  an  boar  anda 
half's  doze  at  Penrith,  after 
which  he  was  determined  to 
reach  John  o’Groats  without 
another  stop.  Ont  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  fhash,  he 
appeared  tocoUapse  and  slept 
for  seven  hours. 

He  wakened,  remounted  and 

readied  John  o’Groats  after  4 
days  11  hours  17  mhwtes  fo~ 
beat  his  own  pemy  farthing 


record  fay  14hr  28minJFor  28 
years  it  was  thought  that  he 
had  collapsed  from  fatigue. 
Then  he  revealed  the  real 


In  a  letter  to  a  friend  dated 
May  26, 1906,  he  wrote  “The 
truth  is  that  I  was  dragged  at 
Helmsdale  with  cocaine 
administered  with  the  best 
intentions  by  a 
pacemaker,  and  I 
through  to  foe  tom  post  at 
Groats  in  an  anconsdoas  con¬ 
dition. 

“I  may  say  my  mind  was  a 
prefect  blank  for  tins  portion 
of  the  journey. .  -My  doctor 
tells  me  that  I  had  enough 
cocaine  to  kill  two  men  and  it 
was  only  the  fact  that  1  kept 
going  which  saved  me.”  (The 
manufacture  and  sale  of  cch 
caine  was  not  restricted  until 
the  Dangerous  Drags  Act  of 
1920). 

His,  and  other  stories  about 
the  once  kings  of  the  road,, 
have  been  revived  in  book  form 
to  mark  the  centenary  of  foe 
Road  Records  Association. 
The  author,  Roy  Green,  writes ' 
with  a  flair  that  comes  only 
from  someone  who  knows  and 
loves  Ms  subject 

Spare  a  thangfrt  for  another 
long-distance  rider,  one  G.  C. 
Cooper,  of  HnU,  who  decided 
to  attempt  foe  1,000  utiles’ 
record  in  1906.  Starting  Cram  . 
London,  his  route  took  fain 
through  East  Anglia  to  Great 
Yarmouth,  Lincoln,  Selby, 
through  his  home  town  and 
then  up  to  Stockton. 

The  temperature  was  90®F 
but  Cooper  rode  on  Cram. 
Stockton  to  Birmingham, 
Worcester,  Bristol,  Bath  and 
then  across  to  Southampton. 
Brighton  left  him  with  135 
miles  to  cover  and  the  pressure 
was  on.  The  rales,  because  of 
the  strong  Church 
did  not  allow  record  rides  on 
Sunday,  requiring  Coops  to 
fakh  before  midnight  on 
Saturday. 

fie  triumphed,  finishing 
wEast  Grinstead  with  five 
“brats  to  spare,  4  days  15. 
hours,  55  minutes  after  tearing 
“nwwrd”  is  not  do 

foe  books. 

The  official  timekeeper 
failed  to  see  his  through 
at  foe  finish  and  the  Road 
Records  Association  would  not 
give  its  hallmark  that,  to 
cycling,  is  every  much  as 
authentic  us  the  London  Assay 
Office  stamp  on  gold  and 
silver. 

JOO  years  of  Cydutg  Bead 
Records,  by  Roy  Green  (Road' 
Records  Association,  133 
Ccdoot  Road,  Bany,  South 
Glamorgan,  CF67UJ)- 


******  ****** 


